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LACY 


Y the Original Method 0) fnltruftian In t 
by Oral Tradition from Father to. 8, 
fo 'tis very probable, that Proverb « 
h Fable and Parable, were pitch? 
Wiſdom of Antiquity, at the eafieſ 

E ho engage Attention, make the deepeſt In- 
prefſion upon the Mind, and convey the FT 
i Virtue and Religion down to the World. The 
Poignanty of Expreſſion, quick Addreſs, and 
bort Turn of all Theſe, carry Life aud Ap 
force their Way, and by delighting the Soul, 
the Inſtruction in the Memory, 
frequent Die and Application. T.. 
Principles are refreſhd by the Mit, and. 
Compoſition, aud the Pleaſure 
to the Argument. Reproof or Admonition, 
wou'd look Severe, in along Di 2 nd þ 
rej rejedled in any other Form, or Fay ows. with 
Regret and Relafance, is wat Gag Even. 1 
Mind; a | 
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2 The 88 
alarms the Conſcience, puts the Judgment upon 
balancing Virtue and Vice, diſcovers the Beauty 
id Deformity of Each, and often makes an Ill 
Man” the * of Virtue and Religion. 


= £8 probable too, 7 bat Proverb and fue 
8 entence had the Precedence of Fable, and Pa- 
rable ix 3 But all of em have Illuſtrious 5 
Authority ene em ;-for not only the 
Greek an Nous A Pose Orators, —_—_— 
Mythologifts ps PPhiloſophers.- but the moſt - 
Antiont of the Sacred Writers, have made uſe 
2700 foe bogs., Solomon made. a 5 * 
 EvNeRion” of the fineſt Proverbs in his Age, 
0 # 4ded > the Number aud Force of * em l 1 | 
Pertue of that, Divine Wiſdom with which ; 
Dat. fo largely Tnfpir'd.”. The Bleſſed Jeſus 0 
e! Ho Addreſs, 4 as well as Parables, 
r he, was ſo far from O ing, with 4 Deſign 
mt Ito, "be. Underſtood, © as ſome. People pd 
h. e that Jewiſh Proverb, 


_ l n 


| ng you. ſhall Fear and not weh. * 


3 > Thane chife thus "Method" Sh jo "this wary 
1 Nen, That what be ſaid might be cleqrly un- 
, „ more rb Fx. 75 T. *the® ry i 
1 enterraind” Zy the Judgmen nt and"purſud in "the 
Seek e, our Fife? And the "Counter 


2» 2 


| Prey re of 
dhe moſt Sacred Authors, * "7s at oncr, 10 tr oily 
I "Excuſe, if any” think” it need C One," 6b an 
3 Autfi6firy 5 our uſe #Y the" lite; an ales 
 wolting' to Im prove the” % Proverbs'to the 
5 enen. e Ti, is 
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vity to the Sacred; e cant ſay that they. 
have the ſame. Origi nal; r Ny been" tranſ< 
mitted to Vin ſo Solemm a manner, aud with 
fo great and benerable Authority. But the 
likeneſs of many . which are in Modern Uſe fa. 


the moſt Sacred Apophthegms of Antiquity, 


force. us to ſbem em very great Reſpect, and en- 
gage us to thint em either of the ſame Origi- 


nal, or elſe derivd from Divine Proverbs, by 
Wiſe: and Pious Men, who' have. only given em 

a'different Turn, according tu the Language and 
Genius of the Nation wherein they liv d. I bus 


the Italian, The Wind in 3 Man's Face makes 


him Wiſe. The Spaniſh, He that Gains Time 


Gains all Things. The Britiſñ, Fly-the:Pleas 
ſure that will Bite to. Morros, are ſo. exactly 
the ſame with ſome of Solomon's, that it tant 
be: doubted. that "they. haue One. Original: . A 
for Others that cast trulyi be rand among. the. 
Sacred, yet being the Brighteſt Part of the Wiſs. 
dom of Antiquity, receivd by every. Narkas; 


and ee to 'by all Mankind, they wery 


much deſerve our Notice. The. woſt- bon 8 
ſeem to be the Scatter d Remains of the Hr O. 
ral Tradition; aud the more Modern, expreſs. - 
the Sentiments of the Wiſeſt Men in every. Age, 
and therefore ought to have a proportionale 


"of 


Weight, and a W Sbare in our San, | 


* 75 
I: * N Fr WY? by Sn 1 Mans, hae, "0 


an Wit, and. 9 5 a Nation, ie Wife 
cover d 


Wo 


cover d by their Proverbs, which ſhew the Wiſe 
dom, Invention aud Diſpofition of the Country 
either to Virtue or Vice. This has increas d 
their Value, and it being eſteem d an Honour to 
auy Country to produce a variety of theſe fine 
Sayings as a Specimen of their Wit and Judg- 
ment; many particular Collections have been 
made by the Moderns, fince the Learned Era(- 
mus publiſh d bis in Greek and Latin. The 
Spaniſh and Italian are counted the moſt Curious 
and Significant; the Firſt are remarkable for 
Gravity and fine Inſtruction, the Latter for 
Beauty and Elegance, tho they are a little Tin. 
Bur'd with Levity, and have too much of the 
Amour. This laſt Vanity is the Imperſection of 
many of the French, tho otberwiſe they are ve 
Fine and Bright, and Solemnly Moral as well 
as Facetious and Pleaſant. The Scotch are ex- - 
treawly Witty, but rarely Elegant; they are ra- 
_ ther Strong than Beautiful in their Expreſſions, 
and have a Roughneſs ſuited to their Climate. 
The Engliſh appear like our Language, for the. 
mat Part borrow'd; for tho we have a good 


Sitoct of our own Growth, yet we have ſhewn a © 


great deal of Judgment in our Choice from A- 
broad : The Fineſt and moſt Uſeful of every 
Nation have been Naturaliz'd as faſt as theß 
tame in, with the ſeveral Improvements of our 
Tongue. „„ nn 


For this Reaſon, I bave rarely made any par- 
licular Diſtinction of the Foreign Proverbs from 
eur On; The any Perſon that ## 4 little con- 
185 158 8 9 98 1 | 5 verſant 5 
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„„ 
werſant with this Sort of Learning, will eafily 
ſee they have been collected from the ſevergl 
Languages of Europe, as well as the Antient 
Greek and Roman Authors. Aud as I ought 
to acknowledge my "Obligations to the Ingenious 
Mr. Ray, whoſe Large and Curious Collection is 
extreamly Valuable ; and to Another fince pub» 
liſkd by Mr. Monckton, which is ſaid to be 
the Collection of the Learned and. Pious Dr Ma- 


* pletoft ; in which the Author- has  confin'd him- 


ſelf principally to Moral and Political Axioms, 
which are of the greateſt Advantage to Mankind; 


So there are. ſome from my own Reading and. 


Converſation, which I never cuud meet with 


in any Collection that I know Extant, 
| 5 . a L us * | . 5 OT 


But the Reflection on the Miſ-uſe of theſe" Fine 


Sayings, gave the firſt Riſe to this Defign of Im- 


Proving en. They are for the moſt Part either 
vor Underſtood, or Ill Appiyj d: For, A Pro- 


« verb is an Inſtructive Sentence, in which 
* more is generally Deſign'd than is Expreſs, 

* and which has pafs'd into Common Uſe and 
* Eſteem, either among the Learned or Vulgar.. 
T take this to be its Genuine Definition, for ib 
the Incomparable Eraſmus takes Elegance and 


Novelty, into the Charafter of 4 Proverb, i: 
| ſeems to be an Error; for a Proverb has not 

only more Honour and Authority from Antiquity 
| but a Sentence never comes up to that Title, til! 


it has paſs'd for Sterling ſome Competent Time, 


and receiv d its Dignitj from the Conſent of an 
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| Bf comny this Reputation t to "any Saying, at 
ae ape d Seng # np. 7 in the Die of it. 
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bert is ſomething too Wy "TI a kd 8 Seu: 
tence in a Genuine Proyerb, which yet is neither 
an Finigma, à Jeſt, or a Pun, por yet very 
Elegant; and the Vulgar have à Title to judge 
in ſomẽ Caſes, and to convey the Honour of Ce- 
lebration o 4 Saying, as well as the Learned. 
I muſt add, that I am ſenſible all T have choſen 
abe dot ſtriftly" agreeable to my own Definition ; : 
Jome are Plain and Solemn Sentences, without a- 
a peculiar and di Ninguiſbing Tarn. Bat becauſe, 
as Mr. Ray obſerves, all Foreig#Collefors have 
or many Ages paſs'd * em under the Character of 
Adage; I have done the ſame without "nicely 
di ;ſputing whether they are Proverbs: or Apoph- 
thegms. *735:the./e,. not the. Critical Hiſtory 
er Neon of Proverbs, am concern'd in, To 
ſee: People throw em at each other, by way of 
Teſt. or Re partee, without feeling their Weight, 
Tating their Wit, or being better d by the Re- 
| fledtiony wou d vex 4 Man of any Spirit, and the 
Tndignation. force him 0 write fomewhat that 
might Redeem theſe Fragments ef Wiſdom from 
the Contempt and Ill Treatment of the Ignorant. 
For as\. they are nom us d, they. make up more 


the Ridiculous Sarumcſarin ae. the _ ard : 
Inſtruftive ; J Aud, TAK 


Wiſe Men en mal : rote bunpadts Repeat em, | 
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To this Abuſe ſome of our Authors of the firſt 
Rank have very much contributed; for the Mo- 
dern Poets and Noveliſts have put em in the 
Mouths of their loweſt Characters. They mate 
Fools and Clowns little and. mean People, ſpeak 
Sentences in Abundance, ſtring 'em like Necklaces 
and make Sport with em, and Ridicule the Re- 
mains of our Anceſtors. By this Means tis e- 
ſteem d Pedantry, if we find one in the Mouth of 
4 Gentleman; and an Author of Honour and very 
| ffne Parts, has made the Reciting an Adage or 
Two the Sign of a Coxcomb. Thus they are 
condemn'd to the Uſe of the Mob, thrown out of 
| the Minds of our People of Birth, and the Influ- 
ence of em loſt in the Manage of Education. The. 
Slight and Contempt of the Text prejudices the 
Audience againſt the Sermon; and theſe Witty 
a and Handſome Admonitions being forgot, Vice 
5 has made a. Proportionable Progreſs : Lewd Sen- 
| teuces of our Modern Comedy, and ſome Cou- 
4 plets of Polluted Rhimes, have taken Place of 
the Sage Advice of the Sacred aud Civil Philo- 
| ſophers. 70 free the Proverbs from this Con- 
| _ tempt, and aſſiſt in the Uſe of em, is the De> 
$ fign of theſe Eſſays, of which I am oblig'd to give 


ſome particular Account. rn 


Sn — * is... * SY wt 8 do 2 — N 7 
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0 l My firſt Thoughts of this Deſign were confirm d 
| by Reflecting on the Curious Performance of Sir 
Roger L Strange «pon the Fables of Aſop and 
1 Others. That Ingenious Author often throws' the 
Whole Senſe of a Fable into a. Proverb, and then 
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brines, and teach t 
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Comments upon it, which naturally led me ton 


Thought, © That poſſibly an Improvement of” 


« che moſt Curious and Significant Proverbs, 
& might both Pleaſe, and be Serviceable in the 


«  nftruftion of Toh, if it cord be done © 
« with Spirit, and in 4 * e 2 bis 


Nice Age. 


e wou'd be too Aﬀeming To — I bad come 
25 to the Life and Pity of the Engliſh 
0 


neue, for Ebel that Gentleman is Famous- 


But 7 I bave fail d in this Point, I am ſure I 


baue avoided ſome Things in him that are not 
to be Excus d. For ſince he 5 ropoſes his Book 
for the Inſtruttion of ak it ought not to 
 bavetafted ſo much of F action, and look'd Fa- 
vonralle only on. a Party who have been the 
worſt Examples of Morality in the World. To 
zalk of Co ce and Honour and Careſs Rakes, 
and Compliment the moſt Vicious of Mankind. 


is to render the Precepts of” ee Inf Eni ant 
ar Beſt, and may be Dangerous by tempting Men 


to miſtake the Diſtin&Gions of 2 and Evil. 5 


The Ill Wiſhes and Curſes in is Work are im- 


pardonable Faults in a Moraliſt. The common 


Jeſts of that Gentleman hn Women and Mar- 
a riage, are @ Sort 0 of h ncouragement to Liber- 
Toung of both Sexes 70 


Suſped, and perhaps Hate os Anot her; and 


this often lays the Foundation 6 thoſe Dif- 
cords, which run ub to Divoree : TH "Tis no 


| Fuer Gueſs, F we conclude, that the many 
Separations 


The Preface. 5 


Separations of late among People of Figure and 


Quality, are owing to ſucl kind of Looſe 
| Notions and Indecent Reflections. The Book 


has liv'd with Reputation in a moſt Vitious 
Age, and on many Accounts deſerves to be E. 


ſteem d in the moſt Virtuous. Bit if theſe 


"Liberties had been ſbun d, it wou'd have been 
a much Finer, as well as 4 much more Uſeful 
Mork; for Fine Language will never Attone 
for want of Manners, i 


1 * 


Pm ſenſible bow great & Party I | provoke . 


by this Stricture, and _ Severe Treatment 
and Scrutiny into my Menage, and Language, 


but I am not much concern'd, *Twou'd pleaſe 


this Subject, who will keep his Thoughts chaſte, 


aud promote V irtue, as much as ſome Pieces o 


Fine Oratory have Ruin d it. And I would beg 


leave to Admoniſh the Admirers of the Modern 


Writers of Satyr and Comedy, & That He that 
« Barters his Own and Poſterities Virtue, for 
* handſome - Expreſſion, brisk Wit and pure 


« Engliſh, will upon Reflection find nothing 
ce but Horror at the Foot of the Account. An 
for this Reaſon, I have been ſirifily Cautious,” 


and have omitted ſome Proverbs, which th 
they might be Inſtruflive enough, yet their 


Language iſn't Clean, and can't be Corrected 
witbour long the Senſe and Spirit of the Sen- 


tence, 


BY. 


* 


In the purſuit of this Work, and after th 5 


firſt Hundred were finiſbd off, I thought I had 
been prevented by Mr. Dyke's appearance upon. 
his Subject, and Publiſhing Moral Reflections 
upon Select Britiſh Proverbs. Thie put me on 
Thoughts of Suppreſſing the whole, not doubt- 

eng but an Ingenious Gentleman whoſe Imploy- 
ment iſn't only to teach Hic Hæc Hoc, but to 

Inſtruct Youth in Learning and Virtue, and con- 

_ vey the Notions of Religion and Good Manners, 
while be is managins the Ferula, word haue 
manag'd the Proverbs to the beſt Purpoſe, and. 
without Exception. But upon a View, I find 
my ſelf” extreamly diſappointed, His Colledion. 

i ſo very ſhort, being Hit Fifty Two, and moſt. 
of” em ſo Lean, Trite, and Inſignificant, that 
the greateſt Excellence of the Work is; that he. 
bas been ſu happy as to fill up Four or Five 

Pages upon Nothing. One wou'd think they had 
been taken from the Laundrey, at beſt from 

the Common Vocabularies. He ſeems not to 
have ſeen the beſt Authors of this kind, and 
tis aſtoniſhing he ſhou'd tite Eraſmus, and pre- 

ſent us. with none but ſuch Vulgar and Mean 
Sentences ] Theſe too he has ford to gratifie - 


a Faction It ſeems as if ſome People cou dn't 
Write, but it muſt be in Spite to the King- 
dam; for of what Uſe is it to Rail and In- 
flame the Parties, unleſs it be to teach People 
to Hate One Another? A thing ſo Repugnant to. 

Moral. Virtue, that nothing can be more Incon- 


ie - 
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. 
ſiftent with the Pretence to ir. When the Dif- 
pute is berween Whig and Tory, if we muft 
| have theſe Scandalous Names, let him Defend 
%., Party with 'as much Vigour as he can, pro- 

| vided there be nothing Scurrilluus; but when 

| the Profeſsd Deſign'is Moral Virtue, what have 
we to do with Particular Factions ? Nothing 
can be more out of the Way than this Menage, 
for there may be good Moral People on both 
Sides. Can't Pride and Avarice, Treachery 
and Falſhood; Scandal and Hypocriſie, be Cen- 
fur d and Expos*d, without Reviving the Civil 
War, and teaching People to cut One Another*s - 
Throats for 2 Nick-Name 2 wit ITE . 


Nut the whole Air and Turn of this Gentle- 
man's Work,is too Light, M anton and Ludicrous, 
for a Moral Diſcourſe; which is the more Surpri- 
ſing, becauſe be is ſenſible of the Scandal of the 
Proverbial Cards, and Cenſures em, tho at the 
ſame time, what they put in Picture he bas put 
in Print! Tia not my Deſign ro Note all his 
Indecencies, but I have ſcarce ſeen any thing 
under the Name of Moral mort out of Order. 
Execrable Rant, Curſes, and little dirty Lan- 
guage, are one Part of the Entertainment, and 
r ho it might perhaps be tolerable enough to cite. 
Billingſgate, when he was ſpeaking of Scolde, 
yet to introduce the Dialogue of Two \Fiſh-" 
Women with their Curſes, Lewd Epithets and 


Brutiſh Reflections, is Inſufferable ; tis opening. 
42 Sink, and ſpreading the Infection. 
885 * * | 1 WE — | 5 8 : To 
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xiv Ihe Preface, 


Jo Comment upon thoſe Actions of Nature, 


that ſhou never be mention'd out of the Bed- 


chamber and Cloſet, and preſent. the Reader 


_ 40ith Smut in Double Entendre, is Immoral as 
well as Indecent ; for ſome Vices ſhou'd always 


© 90 oy ok Dif? ance, and in very Cau- 1 
tious as grey To repreſent em is to Teach 


the Indecency of the Language excites 


em, an 


thoſe Inclinations that ſhou'd never be Prompted. 


The Secret Poyſon may prove too hard for the 
deſign d Antidote, and the Il} Ideas become too 
ſtrong for the Severeſt Correction; an Uncau- 

tious Wanton Writer, can 


Vice he has tos Luſciouſiy deſcrib'd. To take 


this Courſe therefore, and Recommend Virtue 
| by a Bold, Open, and Fulſome Expreſſion of | 


Vice, is a Menage Unaccountable, and not to 


be underſtood "tis Writing Booty, and One 
wou'd think ſuch an Author's Morality were 


to be Read Backward. 
m ſenſible that this Cenſure of Others, ob- 


liges me to Exatineſs and Caution; and I have 


no Intention to value my Performance upon any 
thing ſo much as my Endeavour to repreſent 
Virtue, as aur Felicity, and the Precepts of it 


Eaſie and Practicable. The Conqueſt Vice has 


male upon Pecple of all Characters in this Age, 


oalls for all rhe. didt by which we may poſſibly 


Recover and Reftore that Regard that's due to 


Virtue, The Taſte and Humour of the Times 


— VR I ME I GY OR OO «1 ²˙ RT 


Muy give the 


warn nr mh Nen 


I The Preface. x 
being Vitiated, the moſt have an Averſion to 
23 Air, ar at leaſt a Pretence ta 'W it in order ta 
= 7:/nuate ſo far as to be Read upon a Moral 
= $Subjc&. \ This makes it extreamly difficult to 
brite Well and Pleaſe at the fame time; for 


Morality z2wont admit the Liberties of Jeſt, 


and very feu w9ill be drawn in to Read with-: 
aur an Expectation of being Diverted as well 


as Taught. Beſides, there is the ſame Error is 


1 | che Judgment moſt paſs upon Recreations as up- 


on aber Things, and a great Part of the Vice 
ebe Age, reſults from Miſtaking what's. En- 


what not. 


, Theſe Miſtaken People muſt be drawn 6 
noe and I wiſh 1 2 have been wy 7 
Pleaſant and  Facetious, and at the ſame time- 
have preferv'd a Purity of Expreſſion, and Iuno- 
cence of Thought : But neither my Inclination- 

| nor Character, ſuffer me to venture too far in 
a Way in which tis ſo eaſie to Play the Fool, 
as. it always. is, when a Man gives himſelf Li- 
berty to Laugh, and enter upon Jeſt, Satyr and 
Rallery. Perbaps I have been too apprebenſive+ 
F this Fault, but I had rather be a little Dull 
with Sobriety, than fall into Indecencies. bys 
attempting ro Pleaſe and Divert. Infiruttion. 
and Perſuaſion, are the chief Deſen of Writing; 
which ſhow'd ahuays be ſo Manag'd, at that 
Wit nay not athpear tos firong for the _ oy 
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7 lies" not, Ares n . 0 ver ery Sos: 


- but * tig poſſi ple the Work may be Cenſur d; on 1 0 


the 1 150 Hand. Sonic *tis probable will Reſent 
that I didn't  imploy theſe Hours in ſome D 
courſes on the Myſteries f our Holy Religion, 
which wou'd be « Work fully agreeable to the 
Character and Office I bear in the Church: T 
theſe I wou'd return, That tho' my Texts aren't 
Originally Divine, nor the Method, Turn or 
Expreſſron firietly Religious, yet Moral Virtue ' 
is ſo near Ally'd to Religion, that I can't but 
geen it a Noble Service to promote It. Be- 
Ades, no Work in Divinity ought to be rbrown 
out in Haſte : The Rule of Horace, '  * 


. —— Nonumgz prematur in Annurt, 


1 


1 


ei about all to he obſer'd 3 in FF Sacred Py 
Thing as Religion; and it wou'd- be a Happineſs © 
if every Body wou 'd think over their Schemes ' 
in Divinity, before they paſs em into the 
World: For this Reaſon, in the midſt of more 
Solemn Studies, I have made this my Diverſion, 
and having Reliev'd my own Underſtandin 
Publiſh theſe Little Eſſays to entertain ane. 
But F any. are. ſo Phlegmatick - as to be Diſc» 
asd with my Innocent Recreation, I muſt 
bear their Reſentments, and only add, * That" 
. to Recommend the Improvement df Time, 
the Wiſe Conduct of Marriage, and Regular 2 
45 eren of Children, the Obligations and 
a 3 elicities 


The Preface. xvii 


WH < Felicitics of : Friendſhip, - Sobriety of Life, 
„ Submiſſion to Providence, and Patience and 
I Fortitude in Trouble: Which are the Prin- 


he Pars of tele 2795, are fo far from: 
“dpeing below the Character of the Clergy that 
they are a very neceſſary Part of their Sa- 


creed Office. — 
x 12% therefore I cou'd ſay as much for the 
Perfection of the Work it ſelf, as I can for the 


Gravity, Decency and Juſtneſs of the Deſignz 
u 1 can - only. ſpeak for the Good Intention of 
be Attempt, That it preſents the Reader with 


„de and Familiar Rules, ſuited to Life and 
© Buſinefs; is neither Embarraſs'd with the Jax- 


| gon of the Schools, nor ſo Rugged and 
Auſtere as nioſt Schemes and Syftems of E-, | 
thicks ; but is agreeable to Converſation and 
Humane Nature; to which in all Precepts there 
* fhou'd be a Regard, Tully, upon much ſuch. 
5 an Occaſim bas an Excellent Reflection, . Nos 
. autem ea, quæ ſunt in uſu vitaq; Communi, 
F “ Non ea, quæ finguntur, aut optantur ſpe- 
c Qare debemus. For indeed to recommend 
Impracticaßle Flights of Virtue, which never 
were in Life, nor are ſuited to an Imperfet 
Nature, and'mixt Converſation, is Impoſint a 
Task too hard for Mankind, and makes the ' 
Path of Virtue ſo Troubleſome;.,and the Pre- 


cepts fo Unpleaſant, that Young Gentlemen are 
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provek'd to run to the Diverſions of Play and 
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e 5 
Wine ro be rid of Sober Im pertinence, 1 K "mg? | 


therefore” leave” th Burris 0 0 Cenfure, 


and dan ſoy no more for it than that, . lf 


.. «thought it Inſignificant or Ridiculous, it 
* Hou d be Impudence and Madneſs to hy 1 
«ſent it to the World, and expect it ſhou'd S | 


be Entertain -d with Eſteem. bd 
5 ut T ry a Nahen, or Two 70 . I bope 7 
Reader twill, not expect to find Any Subject Wl 
2 Piat ſu a and Tmprovd under One "Proverb. E | 
For there © bein 4 Variety thut refer td che 

forme Head; fome "Parts of it are Treated on 
In One that are-wnitzed in the” Ober; ang 


it eafie by the Aﬀieance of the Tables to Brin ng 


all that is Said npo n One oint'; together. Thus 


Oontentment, F endſhip, Maria} ge, Frugality, 


Providence, and Buſineſs in General. occur 
very often, and what's omitted in One Place 
ill he found in Another: And if by this 


Means, there be ome Repetition, as in 4 
Work f this Nature iſn't eafie to avoid, 


pe there is Variety ' enough in the Exp preſſion 


To prevent the Return of the ſame ths 


5% Nauſeous: Bur if this ſhow An x always 
'D. þ obſerva, 1 1 et K, the DE 


7 Nich 


* e a BALE. VERS oY hod 


n f lden, > ant 


ue Preface. xix 


P there bad been but 4 Few, it wou'd 
Dave been caſie to have ſhunn'd this Error, 
a in 2 Multitude, I can't preſume not to 
== have ſometimes forgot my Self. : 


* 


% 
* 


1 * 4 
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E that wou'd tread à Ladder 


ee muſt begin at the firſt 
Step: ar, A good Beginning: makes a good 
End. ' /. oi Dug 84 
II. Never let the Plough ftand to catch a 
Mouſe, $5 
III. He chat wou d be niiſter of his Own, 
muſt: not be Bound for Another: Or, Dont 
make Pictures in Wax, 57 
IV. Time and Straw make Medlars Ripe, 12. 
V. He loves 18 Well that makes ow” Weep 
e 
VI. Beſt to Bend While tis a Tig, 15. 
VII. Well fare good Ale, it mikes many 
Folk ſpeak as they Think: Or, When the 
Wine s I In, the Wit s Out, 55 18. 
VIII. He that is often Sulpected has f 


Guilt : : Or, There's $ no Smoak, bu bu t there is 
dome Fire, ST | 2I. 
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xx The Table of Proverbs. 

IX. He that Bites on every Weed muſt needs 
light on Poiſon : Or, He that wou'd no Evil do, 
muſt do wortung that's like thereto, 24. 
KX. No, No! while I have Oats, let *em 
come eat Oats with me: Or, Give away all 
before I am Dead, and take a Beetle and-knock 


me o'th' Head; Or, Keep the Staft | in_your 


own Hand, 27. 
XI. On a good Bargain think twice: : Or, « 
good Bargain is a Pick- purſe. . Bi 

XII. Fair is Fair Work or Pla 81. 
XIII. He that teaches Himſe fas a Fool to 
his Maſter, - 32. 


XIV. Covetouſueſs bel the Jack, 34. 
XV. Shew me the Company, and I'll ſhew 
| thee the Man; Or, Birds of 4 Feather flock toge- 
ther: Or, Tell me with whom thou Goeſt, 


and I will tell thee what thou Doeſt, 306. 
- XVI. Evil be to him that Evil Thinks: 
Hoxi ſoit qui mal y Peuſe, 38. 
XVII. Never wk, a bit Horſe in . 
Mouth, = 40. 
XVIII. Never cry. for better Bread than is 
made of Wheat, . 
XIX. Pride goes before, and Shame follows 
alter, 43. 
. XX. When one Door Shuts another Opens, 
49, 
Xx. The Abſens buy is CINE to Blace, 
DE 584 wh 
5 N. Ne | 


9204 8 


The Talle of Bros 
XXII. No Man is always a Fool, bur every 
| Man ſometimes: On, ert dan had aFaok at 
bis Sleeve, nn gd Ba! 55. 
e le þ an ll Bird, that. Fouls bes“ bn 

VSI 4 POS {tw 300 7 57, 
w. 18 He's aFriend daun wellen 
behind our Backs, 1% Mis 3490 7 3. 
XXV. Leave the Court before: the' Court 
leave thee, 4 ir o Nr. 

XXVII. Far, Abſent ſoon Forgottet! O 
Sight out of Mind, © +0102) beg 

XX VU. Poſſedion is Eleven bon of the 
Law, Sb Bt 3 

XXVIIL Dont pour Water on a Drown' 

Mouſe, 25016 

XXIX. Marriages are made in Heaven ; Or, 

; Marriage and Magiſtracy abe abe Appointment 
| of. God, I {01 bnid fs. 

XXX. Unadvisd has ide pia; Or, Two 
Heads are better than One,. 74. 
XXXI. An Iron Anvil. ſhou'd have. Ham- 


mer of Feathers, bt lob 
XXVXII. Heis an Ill Companion chat _ 
good Memoryy ) «157517. 


© XXXIII. Come let's be Feignds an put bur 

the Devil's Eye; or Tannen and 4 Smile 
is the beſt Revenge, züge AIG 
XXXIV. Dont chem away Dirty Water | 

you have got Clean; Or, he that Farne his 


Trade raakes Sep 1 5 IX 89, 
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av The Table 7 proverbs. 


XXXV. Who can mend it ſaid the Poor 
Boy when he had broke his Pitcher; Or, what 
cant be Cur'd muſt be Endur d, 195104; 


XXXVI. The Leap of a Frog is Jord more 


chan Good Men's Prayers ; Or, Don't t lie Qill = 
Anders God help You, | 214.16 Þ 94, 
- XXXVII. Dont talk of a Halter | in- Com: 
pany of him whoſe Father was Hang d, 96. 
XXXVIII. He that tells a Lie don't love: to 

find tlie Truth; Or, A Lyar had need have a i 
Memory, 99. il 
NXNXIX. Wiſhers. and Woulders are never 
2 Houſholders, I0f. 
E A Man in a Doublet i is but an Aſs in a 
Caſſock, £7 110. 
XII. Take hied of: him that God has Mark d; 
Ori the Forehead and the Eye, The Index ok 
the Mind doth Lie, 117. 
XIII. profer d Service Stinks ; Or, profer d 
1 1 is ſold at Half Price, 1 
XLII. Praiſe does a W iſe Man Good, but a 
Fool Harm, | 2 1.0 IYÞ. 
AV. Every rox muſt pay his own Skin to 
the Flayer; Or, Every Il Man will have an Ill 
ine, o& 7 
V. Marry in Haſte Repent at Leifure, 125. 
Szrv I. Diſpute with a Wiſe Man or ; Fn ; 
"ps Fool will not be Foil'd, - 127, 
XI. VII. Honeſty is the beſt Policy,” 'v 5 $436; 
XLII. Our s Debt out of Danger; Or, He 
who, pays his Debts * to make a Stock, 
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nk XIX Ho 


; I I Ty; here Love s in the Cale the Doctors an 


The.Toble of Propecbs xxv 


XIIX. He uho peeps thro A Hole may ſee . 
hat will Vex Him. 135. 
L. No Folly: 10 being in Love ; z Or, 


Ws 29 7 gp 2 IE 417. 
LI. He that' S reſol/d to Beat a Dog, never 


Jong wants 4 Stick; or, There s no Fence a _ | 
3 gainſt afl kilo 250i, oof 1 3 4 
I. Keep your Mouth Shut and your Eyes 
open; Or, He that means to live at Reſt, 
J muſt. Hear and See, and ſay the Beſt, 14. 
n. The Leaſt Boy always carries the Big: J 
; geſt Fiddle ;. Or, The Horſe that Draws molt, 4 
is moſt Whip pd. 1% ol 
LIV. Many go to ſeek Wool and come 
Eo, Shorn; Or, Seek Good and be ready oy 
vi 148. 
IV. A Stink. is ſtill Works for the Stirring, 
5 150, 
LVL For — rg you can do your Self, don't 
depe nd on Another, 1 
LVII. Fair Words and font Deeds, cheat | 
Wife Men as well as Fools; Or, Wiſe Men are 
exngat in Wiles, 1 
LVIIL. Giving to the Poor, Increaſes your 
Store, I 5 THY A 
ILIX. No Alchymy like to Thrift ; Or, | 
Penny Sav'd, is a Penny Got, AY 
When you are an Anvil lie y on fl 
wen you are a Hammer ſtrike your "hl, 36s 
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1X. A Wal eee e. L0G 'Or y | 


Too much Familiarity breeds: Contempt, W bi 

IXI. Happy" is the Wooing, that is not n 

7 52 5 35-5. vinpr; 
LXIII. N one but Fools and Knaves ky 


7 


eren. 
LXIVV. AStory teverdoſeliyCarryiag, 177. 
--EXV. Tho the Sun Shines don't leave Fo 3 

Ge at Hm, % „ | | 
© LX VI.'A good-Poet is uten a Bad k 1 
E LXVII. 46 WhO fad: r 3 9 

Point, 85 10 3 1 Ar. 

** LNVII. Don't go over the Stile before = A 

come at It, fi 3 188. f 


HEXING The Wind in 2 Man's. — 5 makes 
it Wiſe; Or, Adverſity mmüea a Man Wie, 


196. 
TXX. Tell a Womali ſhe's: Handſome but 


Oner, the Devil will tell _ ſo Fifty Times, 
i LXXI. He that's afraid ably 8 
not deep in a Meadow; Or, He that's aftaid 
of every Nettle, muſt not — on the Graſs, 
; 1 ghz. 
20; FSH Fe that Sings in Diſaſter, \/ tall 8 
eep all his Life time after, 197. 
| LXXHE-TE you have e e feed on 
9 5 05 el el: 201. 
Yin Mes: 10 / that Houſe where there i is 
F * —— 203. | 


157 * 


. 1 i | 35 EE ary 


Tie Table of rake: XxXvii 
LXXV. e covers me with his Wings, and 
I ST 15+es me with his Bill; Or, Give a Man Roaſt- 
1 meat, and beat him with the Spit. 207. 
0 LxXVI. Hold there! All the Bread 1 have 

waſn't Bak'd in one Oven, 2009. 


5. LXXVII. Strain at a Gnat and ſwallow a 

7. Camel; Or, D at a Straw. and Leap over 
ur a Rock, 212. 

9. 'LXXVIN The higher the ape goes, the 
more he ſhews his Tail, 218. 

is N LXXIX. Every Man muſt eat a Peck. of 
6. Aſhes before he Dies, . 23Ls. 

u  LXXX. One Man may better Steal a Horſe 

8. than another look over the Hedge, 223. 
LXXXI. He that Weds before hes Wiſe, 
S ſhall Die before he Thrive, 2286. 

L LXXXII. Dont fiſh for Strawberries i = _ 

it Bottom of the Sea, 

„ | LXXXIII. Nothing Old but Shoes and Hats, 

WW 231. 

t LXXXIV. A Man muſt eat 2 Peck of Salt 
1 with Another, before he takes — for a _— 225 
L | 

. ' LXXXV. Don- t (ay Ill never Drink of ths 

4 Water, how dirty ſoever it bee, 236. 


LXXXVI. Learning is Folly, unleſs a go 


Mother Wit is worth a Pound of Clergy, | 239. 
LXXXVII Tis ill Jeſting with edge Tools 3 


in Earneſt, 244. 
5 LXXXVII To, 


Judgment have the Uſe of it; Or, An Ounce f 5 - 5 


Or, He that Affronts a Friend in Jeſe dnn = : 


viii The Table of Proverbs: 


IXXXVIII. To the Grave with the Dead, | 
And them that Live to the Bread; Or, We muſt 1 
bve by the Quick and not by the Dead, 247. 
LXXXIX. He that will play with Cats muſt 
| expect to be Scratch! d; or, T ouch Pitch and 
youll be Defil'd 5 
XC. Many Relations fon Fiidads: - 25 2. 
XC Cl. Quoth the Young Cock TII weber 
| Meddle nor Make, 254. 
XCII. He that waits for Dead Folks Shoes, 
may go long enough Bare-foot ; Or, While Be 

Graſs grows, the Steed Starves, 
XCIII. I heard One Say - ſo is half a Lye; Gr, 
They-ay is Half a. Ly er, is 
| XCIV. He that does you an Injury, will ne- 
5 ver F orgive you; Or, Save a Thief from the 
Gallows, and he'll cut your Throat, 263. 
XCV. A Man's Hat in his Hand never did 
bim any Harm, . 
XCVI. Like Blood, like Good, and like Age, 
Make the Happieſt Marriage, F 
XCVII. A Wiſe Man will Save himſelf to 
Day for to Morrow, 272. 
XCVIII. He that keeps another Man's Dog, 
| ſhall have nothing left Him but the String, 275. 
. XCIX. Never reckon your Chickens before 
. they. are Hatchd; Or, Don't fell the Bear's 
Wb uin before you have catchd the Bear, 276. 
C. Make Hay while the Sun ſnines; Or, 
Strike while the Iron s Hot, 278, 


g. 'Tis 


#-4 
8 ---* 


A 
8 * F 


F . 
— Up Ü 


n 


| 8 1 e Day, 


— — n we, PP W 
ET ED I en Ra Bae nn Fan > 
- 5 4 2 9 * _ * 2 


| Ne Tulle of Picvetkis | Wir : 
ah Tis: good to have a Michaslmas. Groat | | 
t Roſter; or, Tis good to take Care for a 


| "280. 
Cl. Need ours 2 Friend Farewell; Or, 


1 | Neceſſity never ſlights a Friend. 283. 


Clll. No Man is Born a MaſieratArts; 285. 

(V. He that Repents,. either Was, or is, a 
ool, 27.1 A586. 

c. Save at the Spigot, and let out at the 


1 Bung; Or, Penny Wiſe, Pound Fooliſh, : 298, 


CVI. To deceive the Deceiver is no Deceit; - 


Or. Diamonds cut Diamonds. 290. 


(VII. By-Gones be By-Gones, and fad Play 


cor Time to come; Or, Let what's THOU, 


1 and fair Play for Time to come. 292+ 


VIII. Don't Halt before you are Lame, 295. 
CX. A good Horſe is never of an Ill 1 


K The Child ſays nothing but has 4 
| heard at the Fire; Or, The Young Cock crows 
as he heard- the Old One.. Jade” 
CXI. A Baited Cat may grow as Condi as 3 
| Lyon: . Or, Tread on a Worm and 1 it will Turn, 


CXV. The Court keeps no Calendar, 316. 
(XVI. Neer Halt before Cripples ; 3 


Mocking is Catching, WS 
CXVI. Play 


fs. 


305. 

2 Lam not Angry my Son Loſes, but 
that he will Play on 1089. 
(XIII. God keep me from my Friends, Ful — 
keep my ſelf from my Enemies, 311. 4 

' CXIV. He may well be Content who needs | 

neither Flatter nor Borrow, t > 
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xxx = The Table of Pro verbs 1 

XVII. Play with Children and let the Saints 

alone; Or, 'Tis J oſting wich your Eye and 

Religion, * 122. 

(XVIII. Its 2 hard winter When One 221 

cats Another ; Or, when Knaves fall Out, Ho- 

neſt Men come by their Own, 15 327. Eo 

5 (XIX. He has a good adgment that don ti 

_ Rely On his Own, : 150. 9 

(XX. We are often ot with our own ea - 

rs; or, Sawce for the Gooſe is Sauce for 

the Gander, 332. 

(XXI. Tho' the Maſtiff bo gentle, don't 

bite him by the Lip; Or, a Man "np cauſe i 
oy own Dog to bite him 335. 

CXXII. Where One is Wiſe Two are Hap- 

77 Or, The Husband muſt not See, and the 

Vile muſt be Blind, 2328. 

-CXXIIL A Mouſe that has but One Hole is 

ſoon Catch'd ; or, Don't venture all Four Eggs 

40 one Basket, * 344. 
XXIV. Fly the Plealure that will Bite to | 

Morrow; Or, Alter Sweet Meat eomes Sour 
Sauce, 347. 

XXV. Near is my Shirt but nearer is my 

Stig, Or, Charity begins at Home, 350. 

CXXVI. Don't ſcald your Lips in another 

Miene Portage; Or, Fools will be Medling, 355. 

_.- 2CXXVIL Dan't make your Tail broader rhan 

your Wings; Or, __— no more Cats than ty 
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The Table of Proverbs. 
CxXVIII. He that makes himſelf a Sheep, 


Xxxi 


wall be eaten by the , 360. 


CXXIX. In Two Cabs of Dates, there is 


1 One Cab of Stones; Or, No Way ſo Smooth, 
out it has ſome Rub, 364. 


CXXX. When you give your Hand to your 


| | Friend Asks there is no To 3 . 


CXXXI. Thoſe that follow their Noſe are 
ten led into a Stink ; Or, Jealouſie ſnuts One 


1 
oy 75 {0 
Ls 
Poor and opens Two. 370. 
9 . Ty 
40 


CXXXII. The Devil Lurks behind the Croſs ; 
Or, Where God has his 3 the Devil bas 
his Chapel, | 373. 

C XXXIII. He that once Hits will be ever 


Shooting, And He thats Thrown wou'd eyer 


Wreſtle, 3 
CXXXIV. He that gains Time gains all 


1 Things; Or, Art is * Life Short, . 
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e that woud tread a Lad der 
due muſt begin at the firſt 
VVV 
A good Beginning makes à good 
HES E Proverbs are very inſtrudkir e, 
and of univerſal Uſe. Every Thing hass 
two Handles, and tis a great point of 
KL Wiſdom, and of the laſt Importance inn 
all the Buſineſs of Life, to know the right from the 
wrong, and begin at the right end. But the In- 5 
felicity is; almoſt every body is reaq to err here, 4 
and there's no Character that is not Mur'd by the 
Miſtake. The Philoſopher himſelf is rufffd ang 
thrown into confuſion by. not adverting to this. 
For the Knowledge of Nature depends upon the. 
Knowledge of the Principles by which ſhe ope- 
rates. The Ignorance of theſe led even Ariſfotle 
and Plato into Error, and * they began wrong 
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hopes they don't need the Admonirien: Polititians 
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In a word, Love, Law, Marriage, Trade, Every 


, 


Moral Eſſays 
their whole Scheme prov'd imperfe& ; neither ſa- 
tisfi d themſelves nor inſtructed others. How ma- 


ny good Sermons are miſſing by this Miſcarriage, 
is not eaſy to gueſs ; but the unhappy Choice of 
the Argument, or impertinent Opening the Text, an 
has often diſcredited the Preacher and diſappoint- Wl 
ed the Audience. Now whether the Fault be, 
that- Men don't confider the Text, or underſtand 1 
themſelves, tis all one; for to omit either of 


theſe is beginning at the wrong End. 


+ 


VPiribus — 


Sumite materiam veſtris qui ſcribitis æquam 


Should never be out of a Preacher or an Authors 
Thoughts; and he that would inſtruct and pleaſe i 
muſt chuſe an agreeable Subject, keep to the ori- 
ginal Deſign, range his Arguments in order, and 

| throw Every Thing into its proper Place. His 
. Diſcourſe muſt be juſt to its Foundation; for he 
that leaps and dances in the Pulpit, will be in dan- 
ger of being thrown out of it. A Man ſhou'd ne- 
ver deſpiſe his Audience ; for they can't be fo 
agnorant, but ſome will diſcover the Diſtance be- 
tween the Text and the Doctrine, the Matter and 
the Management. But to paſs from the Divines, in 


_ ang} infinitely concern'd in this Rule. The firſt 
Ikrance on Affairs of State, is frequently the 
Cauſe of r Miſcarriage. Princes have loft 
their Oro w by the Miſ- conduct of the firſt Year 
their Reigns: And the Ruin of Kingdoms and 
States is ſometimes laid with their firſt Foundation. 


Thing in all the Buſineſs of Life, moves and turns 
Dell or ill, as it has been pitch d and directed in 


5 


3 
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on Curious Proverbs. 


Now this ſhewsthe uſe of the Proverb; Becauſe, 
Caution in this Point js ſo abſolutely neceſſary, 
ge, here's no living without it. The Conſequences 


b vine himſelf ſecure of the Succeſs; and yet on the 
aaden find himſelf embaraſs'd, and the Miſtake 
an che firſt Operation the Ruin of It. The Pain 
f the Diſappointment in this Caſe is ſevere, and 
ne Confuſion next to irrecoverable: for He iſn't 
ey to begin agen, but is perhaps too much en- 
comber d to attempt it, and can't lead Himſelf 
back. A thouſand things are now ſeen that 


Win Buſineſs, is an Opportunity loſt for ever. 
new Form; and while this is doing, it may be 
ſnatch d away by another; who obſerving where 
we have fail d, begins right, pprſges cloſe and fe- 


and Profit, and teaches us, That thereare always 
wiſe Men-in the World, who know how-to find 


flection upon this increaſes the Regret; and all 
the Comfort is, that perhaps tho à Man fall in 
this manner, he may be only a:Ctipple, andinot 
break Ins Meek. nt out D HIRD 


mitted to Providence, becauſe tis impoſſible to ſuc- 


# a v 


* 


convince him, That to miſs the firſt Round 
The Deſign muſt either be Arapt or caſt into a 


gular, maſters the Aﬀair, poſſeſſes the Honour 


1 3 „ ME Or og Le PROF 
To prevent this, is the Intention of the Pro- 
verbs, and tis a very ſeaſonable Hint they give us; 
tis Advice in time, and before we have ſuffer d the 
Loſs: For, tho' Succeſs iſn't neceſſarily connected 
with our beſt Menage, but every thing mult befub- 
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ceed without it; yet among the Multitude that 
. e charge 


cheir Account in the Blunders of Fools. The Re- 
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8 e eee e of their Miſcar- 
friage: tis probableMhar there's ſcarce one in ten Wl 
thouſand, but upon a juſt Reflection and Review, Wl 
may place his own Folly at the foot of the Account 
of his Misfortunes : and among theſe, very many ll 
whole Ruin began with their firſt Step. For, Peo- li 
ple form Deſigns above their Genius and Chara- 
er, enterpriſe beyond their Stock; and begin the 
World with too much Figure, Appearance, and 
Expence. The Vanity cf the firſt Year in Equi- ml 
page and Dreſs, Converſation and Entertainment, 
ſinks the young Citizen's Reputation, and ruins His 
Fortunes. As ill Poets labour and dreſs the firſt 
Act, and ſink into Nonſenſe in the ſecond ; ſo the 
Exceſſes at firſt are not to be retriev'd : becauſe ſo 
much of the Stock is drawn off, and they fail by 
the Miſmanagement. But the trueſt Conduct is 
to be upon the Reſerve, and increaſe the Original 
Stock, ſettle a good Foundation, aud be aware 
how eaſy tis to miſcarry. But to pals. further a 
little to the Remedy, and ſee how this Error may 
be avoided : How ſhall a Man be ſure to begin 
fight, and not miſtake in the Entrance on an At- 
Fair ? The Anſwer will come into theſe Rules. 
wt aid Ys 1 TEL ba H. 04; A 272 
I. Obſerve the Nature of your: Deſign, and 
weigh it. Not to- underſtand. our on Purpoſe 
muſt prevent its Succeſs; it ſhould. therefore be 
turn'd round, ſtrictly view'd and conſider'd. This 
leads into the Means, and will prompt to juſt 
.Methods of the Purſuit; for he that's appriz'd of 
the Difficulties: that attend his Affair, is ſo fac 
pPrepar'd to obviate em; and the firſt Step is the 
more ſurely fix d by a ſight of the Conſequence 
. ͤ ͤ . ˙ ‚—. 17" 
II. Take an intire View of your Self, your 
Capacity, Fortunes, and Condition. This muſt go- 
„ vern 


FE 


; : 
_ on Curious Proverbs. 1 
ern the very Nature of your Attempt, and be the 
tleaſure of your Action: For tis always a Fault 
Þ cake up what we can't carry; and if we are 
Wo: <qual to the Deſign, we ought never to enter 
Peo- Wl 
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lanagement of Buſineſs. The Search into it 
eps it forward, and prepares for the Succeſs or 
} Failure of the Deſign ; for it juſtifies the Attempt, 
nd ſecures your Reputation in the Fall. 


IV. Piouſly commit your Affairs to the Conduct 
f Providence. Without this nothing can be well 
degun ; for as we depend on the Divine Conduct, 
tis Reaſon we ſhou'd ask its Favour and Prote- 

ion. Upon theſe Terms tis hard to miſs of 
zucceſs; or if you do, the Diſappointment will fie 
ore eaſy: A great part of the Misfortune is re- 
mov'd, if your Conſcience don't tell you, your 
dwn Folly and Perverſeneſs was the Cauſe of it. 
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lever let the Plouzh ſtand to 
catch; a Mone ED 


b | Ext to the wiſe Choice of Buſineſs, and the 
M juſt forming our Deſign, our Succeſs de- 
dends upon the true and conſtant Purſuit of it. 
dome that run very hard at firſt ſetting out, are 
ES To , -. ons 
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young Dogs, they balk the true Game to ply eve- nn 


volatile cemper can never manage Any Thing juſt- al 


Diligence, that is the Mother of Saccels. b 


Buſineſs to do, nor no Satisfaction in being Idle: 
But the Reflection on their trifling Neglect be- 


more in our Text. There are ſome People as 


Pin, when he is running a 


>. e 
TY 
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6 Moral Eſſays f 
tir d and foro d to give out before they come to the 
firſt Poſt. Others, tho' very vigorous and full of 
Reſolution in the Beginning of an Affair, yet a al 
very little Trifle ſhall divert em from it. Like Wt 


- 


Ty Scent : Or as Citizens a hunting, forſake the Wi 
haſe to run down a poor Rabbit. People of this 


Jy, but will always find themſelves in the middle 
of Buſineſs, never get to the end of it. For tis a 
ſteady holding the Plough, clofe Application and 
Whoever prefers Recreation to Profit, makes a 
falſe Judgment of the very End of Life; for Di- 
verfion ſhou'd never be any more than a Whet in 
order to the better and brisker Purſuit of our 
Work. Every Receſs that does not ſerve this Pur- 
poſe is not only preſent Loſs, but puts us ſome 
degree backward. If ſuch Avocations are fre- 
quent and long, the Work will ſtand till, and in 
the end there will be nothing to ſupport the Ex-| 
pence even of neceſſary Recreation: So that ſuch 
men are miſerable on Both Accounts); having no 
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comes the juſt Puniſhment of their Folly. 
| But beſides this Extravagance of neglecting Bu- 
ſineſs for the Love of Pleaſure; there is ſomewhat 


fooliſhly covetous as others are ridiculouſly extra- 
vagant. Theſe don't make a true Diſtinction be- 
tween one Buſineſs and another, but will let the 
main Trade fink, if they can but pleaſe themſelves Ml 
that they are getting, tho it be but a ſingle Shil- Wl 
Ying. Juſt as if a Man ſhould ſtoop to take up a 
Race for a Diamond. 


C ; i. 1 . 2 "ik The 
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on Curious Proverbs, 7 
e killing a Mouſe, in our Proverb, is not near 
f that Advantage, as the ſtanding ſtill of the 
idw is Loſs, in the catching her. Now this 
oud be obſerv'd ; and no Man fhou'd ſuffer à 
nll Trade to eat out a great Stock, and the En- 


ieaſures and leſs Affairs are made ſubſervient to 


5 4 Wo 5 4 
uddle is more neceſſary and greater. 


III. 


- Another © DEP 


Security. But ambng all the Errors and Miſtakes 


entring into Bonds! The Miſchiefs of it are bet- 
ter collected by Reflection upon the Examples of 
this Folly, than by Diſcourſe: And ſo very few 


Man ſhou'd ſtartle at the Thought on't, and turn 
a Propoſal of this kind over and over before he 


carries a ſuſpicious Countenance : For 'tis ſeldom 


- 


oy ment of a Trifle to prevent his getting an E- 
ate; but keep his Eye upon the Main, while his 


Don't make Pictures in Wax. 


i pafling thro the World, he has the beſt Con- 
duct who keeps cleareſt of its Snares, and gives 
leaſt Credit to its Pretences, for it can give no 


in our Menage, nothing is more dangerous than 


have eſcap'd Ruin by the Practice, that every 


ſubmits to the Obligation: The very Motion 


Die that wou'd be Maſter of his 
ou own, muſt not be bound for 


but that a Man is firſt ſenſible of the Decline of i 
his own Fortunes, before he asks Aſſiſtance at the il 
hazard of yours. The Principal's Credit muſt be 
under ſome Reflection, when the Creditor inſiſts 
upon a Surety ; and the Debtor ſuſpects. himſelf 
unequal to the Weight, when he begs you wou d 
lend him a Hand. Now this does not only juſtify 
but oblige to Caution: When the Creditor, who 
is to get by the Bargain, and have his Confidence 
rewarded with Intereſt, demurs upon the Hazard, 
and doubts the Security of His Fortunes; tis an 
Admonition to me to take care of Mine. Tis 
Stupidity not to conſider it, but venture to eaſe 4 
his Fears by my own Miſery and Pain. A Surety Wl 
runs more Hazards thin are to be view'd by one 
Reflection; and therefore Time, and a diſtin& 
conſidering the Circumſtances, ſhon'd go before 

an Action of ſo much moment. ks 
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The Sacred Oracles give us the moſt ſolemn 
Caution in this Caſe, which amounts almoſt to 
an abſolute Prohibition: For tis the Man void f 
Underſtanding that is taken in this Snare ; the 
Inſtruction is, He that bateth Suretiſhip is ſure; and 
if a Man be once drawn in, the Advice is 


Te Redimas captum quam queas minimo. 


A wiſe Man ſhou'd never reſt under ſo dange- 

rous an Obligation, but work himſelf out by the 

beſt Method, and on the eaſieſt Terms poſlible. 

To lye at Mercy, and be in another's Power, is 

an uneaſy Condition; and how ſoon it may over- 
turn our Affairs, we can't determine: But to be 
ſure, the ſafeſt way is to avoid rhe Action that 

has ſo much Danger, and is impoſſible to prove a 
Benefit and Advantage. For tho' it is not in it- 


ſelf a Sin, nor has any moral Turpitude; tis a 
s A . : q 420 : 9 
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nge- 
the 
lible. 
11 Is 
ver- 
to be 


that 
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n it- 
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tical. 
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ical Miſchief, and is of the laſt ill Conſe- 
ence. There is no Fence againſt it, nor Secu- 


on Curious Proverbs, 9 


under it. The Integrity and Honeſty of the 
rtial Security; for tho he be intirely honeſt, 
id his Deſign perfectly honourable, tis poſſible 


may miſtake his own Affairs; His Inadvertence 


ay do as much Hurt in this Caſe, as Fraud, and 


durety ſuffer as much by his Ignorance as 
alice; now tis too much to venture in a Caſe 
nere even Integrity and Honour can't fecure us. 


in't ſufficient to be ſure of your Friend's Cha- 


f acter, but you ſhou'd be ſure too of his Ability, 


d. know the Extent of his Eſtate: And even 


en the Hazard ought to ſtartle a wiſe Man, and 


hake him cautious ; for the Turns of Providence 
re various and ſudden ; An unſeen Accident 
ay render the Principal a Bankrupt, and the Se- 
turity be forc'd ro ſink with him. Now every 
lan meets with his Share of Diſappointments in 
is own Concerns, and therefore ſhould not eaſily 
engage to take too great a. part with another. 
Tis courting Misfortune, and tempting Provi- 


lence to make us wretched. - 


But we muſt turn the other fide of the Caſe : 
And it muſt be ſaid, it may happen to be a Man's 


WDuty to do this piece of Service for a Friend: 


[Tis an Inſtance of Good-nature to relieve a Mah 
at a Stand, with ſome reaſonable Hazard, and 


Wome real Expence. To ſuppoſe ir abſoluteſy un- 


Jawful, is to argue againſt Charity; and if mere 
Hazard wou'd excule in this Caſe, the Argument 
ou'd have equal Force againſt all the Credit gi- 
ven and taken'in the World ; for it is indeed but 
giving Credit upon Time; and ſerving my Friend 
with Paper and Parchment when I can't do it 
ALA nt N, ß 5 3 a e 3 in 
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be done by always to refuſe it. In this Caſe the 
Hazard is only a Friend's Honeſty; and if hi; 
Character be fair, and his Intereſt and Obliga. 


tions known to us, the Danger is not to be ſuſpe. 
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Red. Beſides, a Man may be in the Hands of the 


3 
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Law with all the Innocence in the World ; and iff 


2 
1 
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the Law require this Security till the Cauſe of A. 
. tion is try'd, the Reaſon of that Law obliges one 
Man to do this Civility for another: And either 


the Law ſhou'd be chang d, or our Conſciences be 
oblig' d to ſerve one another at ſo eaſy a Price, 
For if it be poſſible to know or believe the Prin- 
cipal honeſt, Good-nature and the common Bonds 
of Society and Friendſhip, will oblige us to ſave 
him ont of a Priſon at the Expence of a Promiſe. 
This is a local Conftitution, peculiar to Our ſelves: 
And the Bail has a ſort of Cuſtedy and Com- 
mand of the Priſoner: A Surrender is our Diſ- 
charge, and none but a common Villain wou'd 
Violate the Obligations of this kind, In ſhort it 


muſt be a Duty to do this Service for one another, i 


or otherwiſe it would be in the Power of one 
Rogue to keep an hundred honeſt Men in Priſon, 
But ſtill eyen in this equitable Caſe, Prudence and 


Caution are to be obſerv'd, and our Tenderneſs 
ou d never oppoſe our Diſcretion. The Chara- 
cer of Perſons muſt direct our Conduct; and as 
in evexy ching elſe, Incogitancy and Raſhneſs muſt 


In 
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be avoided in this. But, 
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on Curious Proverbs, > xx 
nn the other Caſe the Caution ſhould be great- 
. and proportion d to the Hazard. The Sure 
bound for the . Debt; and tho' the Princi- 
may be at hand, and the beſt Man in the 
orld, he may not be able to anſwer the Demand. 
nd therefore tho' a good Man ſhou'd never be 
eerſe to an Act of Kindneſs, yet when to venture 
von ſuch a one as this requires an exact Reflecti- 


n. Fair Pretences, Promiſes, and Vows betra 

» *EScak inconſiderate People into inextricable Diff 
{2 niies by theſe Obligations. But when the Re- 
knee of our Actions may be our own and Poſteri- 
de Ruin, we ſhould believe with a great deal of 


eſerve. In fine, The Rule to determine whe- 
oer it be proper to do any Man ſo great a Favour, 


* gnuſt not be taken from the bare Eſtimate of his 
. - WCharacter or Condition, but from the Sum we are 
> 0 WHeſird to engage for, and Fortunes we poſleſs. 
— Tis unkind to à Friend to deny this Aſſiſtance in 


a ſmall matter, and Injury to our- ſelves to do it in 
a great one. Herenpon, if the Sum be at Com- 
mand, tho' not in our Hand, the fame Charity 
that obliges to give or lend, is an Obligation to 
ſecure; where the Condition of Affairs won't ad- 
mit of any other Method; or our Friend can't be 


fav'd from the Injuries of the World, but by our 
interpoſing in the Cale. 1 N 
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very thing of moment requires a clear Mind, that is 


Nothing is more impertinent than the Cry of ſome 
weak filly People; O, ſay they, that I could be 


eou'd purſue it with Pleaſure; but tis ſo long, 


quite turn d round, ſtagger and go backward, are 
compell'd to break off their Deſign, and by this 
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* and Anxiety about the iſſue and ſuc- ll 
| - ceſs of our Deſigns, at once rob us of the 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction of Life, render our Affairs 
more intricate, and interrupt our Progreſs; for e- 


not teaz d and fatigu'd with its own Suſpicions, Un- 
eaſineſs, and Fear. Tis ten to one but in a Fit of 
Deſpair we do ſomewhat that quite ruins the Buſi- 
neſs, and make that paſt hope by our Impatience, that 
a calm Expectation would ripen and bring forward. 


ſore this, and that, and tother wou'd ſucceed and 
hit well! If I cou'd but ſee the End on't, then I 


takes up ſo muehi time, puts me to ſo much Ex- 
pence, I'm quite weary, there's no enduring the 
thought on't! And at this rate torture themſelves 
to no manner of purpoſe ! The Folly grows 
and improves ſo faſt upon ſome, that they do 
and undo, reſolve and change over and over ! 
Their eager Impatience gives em a worſe proſpect 
of an Affair, and leſs hope in the Middle than 
they had when they begun: till at laſt, they are 


unrea- 


ee⸗wnable fordgefs, loſe the Benefit: propos d, 
jut when it comes to be in their reach. 
Now, every Man ſhould be appris' d of the Folly 
cis Impatience; without the practice and feel- 
the Effects of it: for Experience in this Caſe 
mes too late. Tis ſtrange that this odd Sort 
WE: Haſt ſhould poſſeſs any Man in Buſineſs 
ee lImpertinence of Children is a degree above 
cn Conduct; for who does not know that Time 
dens every Fruit, and that not only the more 
ard and Strong require moſt Sun: But the 
oft Delicious muſt have their ſeaſon. In 
ort, The | Seaſon; and Nature of things 
ght to be conſider d, for tis the laſt degree of 
bſurdity for a Man to torment himſelf in the 
ring, becauſe his Fruit will not be ripe till Au- 
mn. Every Month is not fit for Harveſt, and 
is ſhould always be the firſt Queſtion ; How 
png time will this, or the other Matter require? 
nd a Computation being once judiciouſly made, 
will preſently ſatisfie us of the inſufferable folly 
f this Eagerneſs, and prevent the numerous 
exations and Inconveniencies of it. 


— 


Je loves you well that makes | 


you Wer, e, 
[an 1 8 natural. to . us to eſteem our Flatterers, D ; 
| & and take their Compliments for Friendſhip 

and Love. But this is the effect of Ignorance, 
and a falſe Idea of things, which is the original 


* 
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of almoſt all the Follies of Mankind. There ad Mm: 
but few Vices ſpring from Malice, comparatively Wi: 
to what come from Error and Miftake ; and wh F 
falſe Notion of Love is often as fatal 28 any. We 1 
drink in Praiſe like Milk, and with a wondr ou Y 
Guſto ; but it does not, like the Honey of Old 
enlighten the: Eyes, but darkens the Judgment 2 
We can t forbear being pleas d, and conclude che 
muſt needs be Friends that ſay ſo many fine thing 1 : 
of us; tho' indeed there is a ſecret Sting, and "uh 
there be not a falſe Deſign an it, to be ſure there vl 
a fooliſh Management: and they do us more mil A | 
chief than our worſt Enemies. But a true and 41 4 I 
Reproof, manag 'd with Wiſdom, that diſcovers i 
care of our Reputation, and- yet makes a hom A 
Thruſt at our Vices, is the greateſt act of Kind. 4 1 

neſs can be done a Man, and ought to be eficem' 1 

the greateſt! ene of Love. Je | 


But this; it ſeems, is the Opinion of but fon, 
the moſt have quite other Thoughts ; and we ar: 
apt to receive all Reproof with as much Regret 
afid Pain, as we do our own Praife with Pleaſure: 
and it reſults from the ſame Reaſon,” Our Igno- 
rance of the Benefit of Correction. For nothing 
can be more acceptable to a Wiſe Man than to 
ſee his Follies well painted, provided it be ſhewn 
only to Him: that he may view his own Picture, 
better know himſelf, and more eaſily change any 

_ diſtorted Poſture ; ſtrike out the ill Features, take 
off, or add this or the other Colour: for as a Faul 
corrected i in Picture, gives a new Air and Beau- 
ty to the whole, and brings the Piece nearer to 
Perfection: ſo the baniſhing any ons Vice, and 
introduction of a Virtue in its room, gives a new 
Excellency to any Perſon, and a proportionable 

| 3 in a man. upon the W 
= ee 


1 


1 -.":; Curious Proverbs: - * 
ate Now this: recommends the Hand that pointed 
rely hc our Error, and tho it were done with ſome 
high rpneſs,we ought to eſteem the Monitor accord- 
eto the value of the Cure; and not meaſure his 
ron: 4ion by the Smart we felt in the Operation. 
a this is but reaſon, for if a Friend be juſt to 

at Sacred Character, he will be moſt paſſionate- 
concern d for our Faults ;' and of courſe, while 
ng: Fire is in his Boſom, it can't be, but that we 
Sd diſcover it in his Look or Expreſſion. Now 

Tre nis make a tender Impreſſion upon us, the Oc- 
on conſider'd, it ought to be look d upon as 

e a effect of ' Friendſhip and Love, and upon a 
ers ue view of the Matter the Reaſon of the Proverb 
om ill ſpeak for it ſelf; That the ſevereſt Reproof, 
1 ad moſt cutting Words of a Friend, are not only 
em tter chan the moſt artful Flattery and Addreſs of 
Enemy, but are the beſt Kindneſs can be done 
in che WorſC . I 75 
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beſt to bend while tis a Twig. 


tre & Young Twig in the Proverb, is a young 
> Any X Child that muſt be form'd betimes 20. 
cake pre of Vertue and hatred of Vice. This Rule 
FaulWHould always be obſerv'd, viz. Be ſure. you begin 
zeau- on enougb! For nothing is more /atfurd, than the 
rer toi ommon Plea of a fond Mother, Hell leave it 
| ben be is Old! For what reafon has a Child to 
new rſake any Folly that pleaſes him, if the Parents 
nable r Tutors never ſignifie their diſlike of it“ Tis 
ue ſome Puerile Follies are naturally thrown off 
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the Seal while the Wax is ſoft, and form the Tre 


Tour, and as ſoon as the Go-Cart is burnt or lail 


fond Parent ſhall always repent that begins © 
Reprove and Correct too late. I am not how- 
ever of thoſe People's Mind, who are for reading 


oblige a Child to get three or four Chapters with 
out Book on the Forfeiture of his Breakfaſt. There 


* 


16 _ Modal Eſſays = 
as a Youth begins to grow toward a Man. But. 
this is only the effect of Shame to be ſeen acting . 
like a Boy, not from an averſion to Vice; and 
hereupon they do but change one Folly. for ano 
ther, that is more ſuitable to their Capacity, Ag 
and Stature. Thus for Example: A Louth will 
diſdain his Hobby-Horſe and Rattle, and a Git 
her Clay- Pies and Baby; but if both are not early 
engag'd in the love of Vertue, when theſe litt 
Vanities are forſaken: the Theatre and Gaming 
the love of Company and Courtſhip, Swearing an 
which a young Spark thinks ſhews his Courage 
and the love of Wine, which has the Pretence off 
good Companionry come in their room. 


For this Reaſon, we ſhould be ſüre to put o 


while tis a Twig. At what Age to begin depend 
upon a wiſe Obſervation ; for ſome Children ar: 
naturally Reſty and Stubborn, even at Three o. 


by among other Lumber in the Garret, begin to 
claim a Right to govern. themſelves. Theſe by 
Seven or Eight become wholly ungovernable, 
and by Seventeen make their Laſt Speech at the 
Gallows. But if it don't proceed thus far, 1 


long, grave Lectures, with a Philoſophick Air, 
to little Children; nor would J load the Me- 
mory with a ſwinging Catechiſm, nor ask i 
Child of three or four, Queſtions that puzzle the 
greateſt Divine in Europe. Tis Ridiculous te 


is a Mean to be obſerv'd in every thing, and I be- 


41 * 


on Curious Proverbs. : 17 
ve this Indiſcretion is ver much the Cauſe of 


miſcarriage of Good Men's Children ; For 
en they preſs too much upon em, they look 


ano n Virtue as a Task, and their Parents as the 
Age Exacors of it: they contra an early Ha- 
wil of the Precepts of Religion, which after ward 


Git vs up to an abhorrence of the Practice. But 


arge Three Rules I think are full and ſufficient 
little his purpole. | 

ring Begin to inſtruct as ſoon as a Child has any 
age 


ion of the difference between Good and Evil. 
e this is as ſoon as he knows your Smile 
your Frown. 


I. Reward every Virtue and correct every | 
Fe, for if you indulge any one 125 they'll 
courage themſelves in another, 


III. Let your Rules and Inſtructions be ſhort ; 
ie to be underſtood, and ſired to their Age 
C d Capacity. | 
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When the Wine's In, the With 1 1 
Out. NF 9 


Eſides the abuſe a Man puts upon. his Refi 
fon, and the diforder to his Body, b: the 
Exceſs of Wine: "Tis often fatal to his Affairs 
Credit ſinks very much by the practice, and mon 
| Reputation i is. loft by one Debauch, than can be 
recover'd in the whole Life. The -ridiculouf 
Actions of a Drunkard are remembred with di ſac 
vantage when he's Sober; and if he does no mil 
chief to others, he fixes a Scandal upon himlſel| 
Thus People will believe, that he who talks Smu 
in his Drink, has an Inclination to Lewdneſ 
out of it: And the Philoſophy of the thing is o 
the Side of the Cenſure; for Wine does not infule 
ill Deſires, but only provokes and ſtirs up a le- hr 
Appetite ; removes our Guard, and hinders th 
operation of our Reaſon. In this Humour Temptaß ic 
tion Inſinuates, and the worſt Action, if it does non 
pleaſe, appears without chat Horror that fnhoul o 
preſerve from the attempt of it. Deſire is warm ns 
by the Wine, and 'tis almoſt impoſſible to keep 
our Innocence in a condition that won't ſuffer e 
to collect our Reaſon to ole the A and 
22 Powell 
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over of our Paſſions : And thus expos'd , 
eroe's no Folly. ſo ridiculous, or Enormity . fo 


Donverſation and good Wine, the uſual Excuſes 


fend the Folly, nor take off the Reproach. 
ee firſt Plea deſtroys it ſelf ; for Exceſs ruins the 
od Fellowſhip ; the Converſation palls and flat- 
7 js as the Wine increaſes its Power, and the 
Waſure of Diſcourſe ſinks when the Vapours are 
quick and ſtrong Motion. The faltering; of the 
dngue takes away the Beauty of Diſcourſe, and 
iates the Expreſſion ; and 4 Man in this Con- 


Rea 
the 5 
als: 
more 
n bi 
Alo 
118d 
mil: 
nſell 
Smu 
nes 
8 0 
nfuſt 
lew 
the 
npts 
5 no 
1ould 
[rm 
keep 
er u 
ang 


er fails in the Menage, or is, miſunderſtood. by 
Audience, Now Impertinenc 
make us other People's. Diverſion, but can 
ver be. Creditable or Beneficial to our few 
e that is firſt Drunk may make. the reſt Laugh, 
can neither Teach or be aper Himſeit. 
ſhort, to make Converſation a Pretence to be 
drunk, is the ſame as to reſolye to be à Fool 
ut of meer love and reſpect to Wiſdom: And he 


* 

1 — 4 ET : 

— and 3 . P 
o . Tr 8 8 . N 
r p NS 8 

* bu br by of 20 * au I 
1 . 

% 's A 


- FE 


lf. But this is not the worſt neither, for it runs 
eople into Feyds as well as Impertinence, and 
raws Blood by way of Diverſion. The Tongue 
doſens as the 1 


+ 


nfit for it; can neither judge of the Provocation, 


d Cultivate and Improve it by the Bottle, The ex- 


do ſtrong, and the Patient ſuffers as much as if ic 


oweßz ere Poifon. 3 To. 


7 0 
* 


at, but a Man may be drawn or hurry'd into it. 


this Vice, are extreamly inſufficient; can't 


- Þ- ys © $1 . 111 © SES - ER 
ion forgets his Argument or miſuſes it: He ei- 
e and Nonſence 


at drinks till he talks Nonſence, in pure love to 
s good Company, affronts them and abuſes Him- 


s as the Head turns round, and People are 
oft inclin'd' to a Quarrel when they are moſt 


or manage their Reſentment. Thus Converſation 
thrown into all kind of Diſorder, by the pretence 


s of the Doſe makes the beſt Medicine operate 
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20 


too groſs, and carries Weakneſs in the very Face 


To examine therefore the other Argument, Let; 
ſee how far the Charms of good Wine will juſt | 
fie the Vice. Now methinks this Plea is a little 


_ 2M 


7 


1 
* 


e 


of it. It looks as if the Man was conquer d bi 


meer Appetite, and his Reaſon ſacrific'd to ai 
Reliſh. The very Guſt, it ſeems, leads on the Adil 
on, and Colour and Sparkling add to the Force of 


thing leſs than a Vomit of it will oblige us! Thi 


SIE 
oy 


is plainly reaſoning without conſulting our Un 
derſtanding ; Senſe and Titillation, it ſeems, ar 


7 y j 1 
"1h 

K 

5 

Fl 

by 


better Judges than Reaſon, Religion; or good Man- 


ners! Look not upon the Wine when it is red, when i 
giveth its colour in the Cup, paſſes for falſe Philoſo 


phy and Reafoning againſt Nature! The Sartisfa- 
ction is made to conſiſt only in the Quantity; for 
the Goodneſs is ſuppos'd inſignificant without the 
Exceſs, and there is more force in the Doſe than 
the Phyſick! As if the value of Wine were not 
to be underſtood till we have drank ſo long as to 
loſe the Reliſh of it! In a word, this Plea is too 
Brutiſh to gain Countenance, and therefore the 
Drunkard flides off from it, complains of the 
Treachery of the Glaſs, and confeſſes himſelf be- 
tray'd rather than conquer'd by the Charms and 
Inſinuations of the Bottle and the Friend! But 
then this is giving up the Cauſe, and owning the 
Guilt ; for he that knows his Enemy and is ſenſi- 
ble of his Force, ought to reinforce his Reaſon 
with Refolution, and keep his Caution about him. 


But to keep cloſe to our Proverb , he that 
drinks to Exceſs, loſes his Diſcretion ; can nei- 
ther &eep his Mouth ſhat, nor his Eyes open: He ex- 
poles his own Folly, throws out Truth out of Ser 

| ſon, 


E 


K. 
' 


3 on Cur 10145 Pr overbs. „ 
jut. n, and at once affronts a Friend, and provokes 


lite Enemy. Now Drunkeneſs won't paſs for an 

Face cuſe upon Reflection; but the Impertinence in 

a 5 Diſorder will be thought Deſign afterward. 

to tloeaſt People will be jealous that thoſe Thoughts 
t floated and appear'd uppermoſt in our 


ine, were not the meer effect of the Debauch ; 
were our ſober. Sentiments, and only ex- 
a by chance in our Exceſs. Thus a Man may 


Thi fer for his Freedom, and draw on Cenſure and 
Un ſentment. The pleaſure of the Wine can't at- 
are for the Injury, nor ſoften the Reflection: 


r he that betrays his own Secret, muſt be ſuſpect- 
by every Body elſe. There can be no Truſt nor 
pypendance upon his Conduct; for the Levity of 


risfz. Actions are an Argument of the Weakneſs and 
fe buffciency of his Mind, © 

t the CNC 4 
than 
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the that is often ſuſpected has 
e ſome Guilt. 

and „ 

e here's no Smoak but there is 
aſon | „ 


ſome Fire. 


N the Application of theſe Proverbs, there 
ought always to be a great deal of Care; 


nel- ¶ all People are ſo much apter to Cenſure, than 
> ex- ccuſe ; to put an ill Conſtruction upon their 
Sea- Wcighbour's Action, than a good one; that there 
ſon, . h 05 1: SS 
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needs no Provocation to it. Suſpicion 1 is very ea 
fix d if there be ill Nature for the Soil; and i i A 
will ſpreadi it ſelf, and make its way from one tal J I 
another, till almoſt every Body is "tainted with 1 
the Poiſon. The moſt perfect Innocence ven 
often ſuffers by this Means, and the Inj ;ur'd bi 
no room for his Defence; for an ill Opinion on 
fix'd, is the hardeſt thing i in the World to throul A 
out of Peoples Thoughts. Enemies have no m ö 
to be convinc'd, but cheriſh- and cultivate th 4 
Cenſure, and multiply and increaſe the Rel I 4 
proach. Friends are apt to cool in this Caſe, ani 4 
when a Scandal is become common, are acl 4 
to oppoſe it. The fear of being Singular, rho ln 
be on the Side of Charity, and good Natur q 
makes em, if not join in the Reflection, pas 
without Contradiction; and tho' it be with fom 
regret, leave the Innocent to the Mercy of it. 


But tis Wicked to be eaſie to receive ſuch i 
Impreſſions. Suſpicion and Jealouſie are of th 
Devil, and to be prone to Entertain and Prop: 

gate em is a very impious Character. Next t 
the Invention of a Lye, and ſetting up a fall 
Accuſation, this kind of Cenſure is the mol 
wicked and miſchievous ; it violates comme 
py 3 and is repugnant to the great Law e 
There is not a Man in the World but mul 
| e ſuch Uſage when it comes to his ow! 
Turn; and therefore tis always ungenerous an 
diſhoneſt to give it Countenance in the caſe 0 
another. Nothing can do more Miſchief in th 
World than this, for it diſſolves the commo 
Truſt that is neceſſary to Society; for Sulpicic NY 
and Jealouſie admit of no Confidence, but deſtrofil 
the mutual Dependance of Mankind upon, eacifi 
other. It grows up to Hatred of courſe; andi 
People hate in earneſt they'll ſoon come to opel 


Wa 


1 on Curious Proverbs. 23 

eafilMF ar, of which there can be no End till the Stron- 
7 ſt have knock'd the Weaker on the Head, and 

= longeſt Liver poſſeſs the World by himſelf. 


The Uſe therefore of theſe Sayings, is not fo 


'dh uch to play 'em upon others, as to be an Admo- 
| One ion to our ſelves. It may be dangerous to ap- 
hron em to our Neighbour, but it's very uſeful 


min make em Cautions at Home. For as a Man 
e th es as much Reputation ſometimes by a ſtrong 

= ſpicion upon him, as if he were convicted of 
„ a Crime ; it ſhould. be exactly our Care to avoid 

cry ching that may prompt People to think a- 
tiſs of us; and give a Handle to Malice and ill 
ſatureon the one Hand, or to a Politick Deſign to 
fen our Eſteem on the other. The Malice and 
erfidy of the World can never be enough de- 
lord ; but to ſuppoſe every Body ſhould paſs. 
zenſure on us without fome kind of Provocation, 
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25 ö equally as Uncharitable and Cenſorious, as any 


ing we can ſuffer of this kind. Tis therefore ne- 
eſſary to obſerve what occaſion we have given to 
he World to uſe our Name with difreſpe&, and fix 
Character upon us below our Merit. An univerſal 
nd frequent Suſpicion paſſes for Proof; upon this 
zuppoſition, That tis next to impoſſible it ſhou'd 
de intirely without Ground: and therefore he that 
conſcious of no Crime, may perhaps have laid 
he Foundation by his Folly ; and tho' his Con- 
luct be not Wicked, yet it may have been very 
Weak ! There are a- thouſand Ways for an Ho- 
eſt Man to play away his own Reputation, and 
orfeit the Eſteem due to his Virtue, by the want 
df Prudence and Diſcretion. Hereupon the ill Na- 


— . EG FOR SOT 


otro ure of the World ſhould be a Sea-Mark, and if 
- ca tis ſo hard to eſeape Cenſure, tis Wiſdom to a- 
nd void any thing that may give Suſpicion. 


3 Moral Eſſays 


18 , Wl 
| | 10! 
He that bites on every | Weedll 1 


_—_ needs High 83 Poiſon: a 1 1 
He that wou id. no evil do, | 


| Muſt do No- —_ that J le 
Thereto. 


EN of great latitude in Converſation are 
in great Danger of being corrupted, and 
this Proverb is a ſeaſonable Caution to em. Fot 
he that thinks to Taſt of every Pleaſure, will be 
ſure to ſuffer Pain; and by an abuſe of Liberty 
become a Slave to Vice. Nothing is more fre- 
quent in the Months of moſt People than this 
Queſtion, Is it lawful? And if you can't prove, 
even to Demonſtration, that this or tother thing 
is directly wicked, and expreſsly forbidden, 
they make no ſcruple, never ask I: it fit ? Conſider 
no Cironpiſtances, fear no Conſequence what- 
ever ; nor ſo much as once make a ſtand, to pauſe 
and think a little whither this or rother Path 
may lead, till they have run their own Head 
againſt 2 Poſt; dropt into a Well, or into 
ſome Miſchief or another, which they can't ſol 
_ eaſily be got out of as they got in. Now this 
extreme Fooliſhnels ; for a wile Man will no 
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ee do every thing that's lawful, than any thing 


t's wicked. Perimus licitis, Was a very wile Say- 
of a good Father: For the utmoſt Point of 
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„faul is juſt the firſt Step in Sin. There are Ap- 
ances of evil that are very frightful; and even 
oon too long upon em may be dangerous: And 
ed relore it becomes a Man not only to look to 


preſent Footing, but what may be his next 
p. Beſides, what occaſion is there to take 2 
n by the Foot, or to play upon the Brink of 
Pic? He that would needs peep into Mount 
Evi, and ſearch the Depth of its Vulcano's, 
d no- body to blame bur himſelf for his falling 
o it: For the true Rule is, Come not near her 
praer. . *Tis certainly better to keep out of 
ch of Temptation, than to run the hazard of 
eeſtling with it, And tho' a bold Enterprize that's 
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c of all Rule now and then ſucceeds, the Cou- 
are 5 ge of the Adventurer may be commended, but 
andes Conduct will be cenſur'd for ever! I have 
Fot et with a Story ſomewhere very much to this 
| be f rpole. e | 
erty | : Fa | 
fre. © A Gentleman upon a Journey in his Coach 
thö was oblig d to paſs over a deep River by a very 
ove, high Bridge, which had neither Rail nor Breaft- 
ing | work for its defence. His Man (who tis ſaid 
len, had been Body-Coachman to Apollo, and a 
ider Fellow of admirable Skill in his Profeſſion) to 
hat- ſhew the Perfection of his Art, wou'd needs 
zule drive to an Inch of the Brim, and perform'd it 


W wich Succeſs. The Gentleman, who was ſur- 
cad AY priz'd with the Raſhnels of the Act and Horror 


co WY of the Danger, was for the preſent filent : But 


t ſo when he found himſelf ſafe upon the Plain, re- 
this F. ſolv'd a little to expoſtulate the Caſe. Sirrah, 


ſays he, what occaſion had you to come ſo near 
& „ 4 . NR Not cc 


26 Mora! Eſſo b 
ce the Edge of the Bridge? Oh Sir, replies al 
4e Fellow, there was no manner of Danger ; yo 1 
cc ſhall ſee me at the next Bridge drive to a Haig 1 
breadth. Yes, Raſcal, fays the Maſter, I ſes WW 
< you're an Artiſt ; but for the future ſhew you Y 
« Skill when I'm out of the Coach: For if youlſi 
8 . have the Impudence to try your Experimeni 
© at the hazard of my Neck, I ſhall make f 9 
© pay for it at the Price of your Ears. nn 
Now this Story has a moral Deſign. The rl 1 
periment was a Trifle, the Hazard of the la 
Conſequence, the Fellow's Excuſe ridiculous, a 
the Gentleman's Reſentment juſt. And this ſhoul 
put us in mind to keep from a Precipice, for thi 1 
reaſon, Becauſe tis poſſible to fall. And he tha 
will do every thing that's lawful, ſhall often d 
* that” very tout, ridiculous, and dangerous. 
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let em come eat Oats with 


18 


Me: 


OR, 


Poe away all before I am dead, 
ud take a Beetle and knock me 


— . 
o 


och Head. - 


20 ; 

Ceep the Staff in your own hand. 
THE. two laſt of theſe ſerve to explain the 
firſt ; which tho' it is not in ſo frequent uſe, 
has really more Elegance and Beauty, and more 
df the Nature of a Proverb, than either of em. 
is us d by wiſe and cautious Parents when their 
hildren crave all, and wou'd have em truſt 
hemſelves to their Keeping. A Multitude of Pa- 
ents have had cauſe to repent ſuch Management; 
nd indeed, they that run ſuch a Hazard ought 
got to complain if. they ſuffer by it. A Parent, 
o doubt, if his Condition will ſuffer it, ought to 
Wiſtcibute Portions in his Life-time. For other- 
iſe, his Family may miſcarry for want of his AL. 
filtance ; and have eat out the Original mm 5p 
| | Ore 
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28 Pra Eſſos 


fore they come to the Poſſeſſion. But to give ili 
all, is to put his own Children under a Temp tz 


tion to neglect him; and put it into their Power ti 


make him taſt of all the Troubles their Folly ſhall 


bring upon em. This is to paſs thro the Wort 
twice, and not only bear our own, but the Bu: | 
den and Puniſhment of others Miſtakes. Anil 
tho' theſe may be ſome Pleaſure at preſent in ſuc 
an unaccountable Fondneſs ; yet twill by 1 


means be equivalent to the bitterneſs of that Re of 
X WE 


pentance, which ſuch Weakneſs generally bring 
along with it. | 


0 
8 
Hof 
"3 1 
Kb 
n 7 
* ; Wh f j 
y ; * r F. 
438 i 


Now for theſe Reaſons, tis better to ſay, While 
have ſomewhat left, they ſhall be welcome to a Part 
?Tis beſt to keep a Table of our own, to which 
we may bid them welcome, who perhaps would 
think mach if we ſhould often trouble theirs ! For 
Human Nature is too corrupt to be intirely truſt. 
ed. The neareſt Relations, if they have no neel 
of us, will very chearfully bid us Farewell; and 
what then may we expect if we ſtand in need of 
Them? They who would think it inexcuſable 
Wickedneſs to give us the leaſt Affront, while 
they had any dependance upon our Fayour, and 
expected our Kindneſs; wou'd perhaps make but 
very light of a very great Indignity ; when they 
were once ſure, That to continue their Civility 
would be no advantage, nor our Reſentment do 
em any Hurt. Tis true, while we keep an Heir 
in Expectation, perhaps he'll wiſh for our Death; 
* -But this is eaſy to be born; for that will be but if 
in a Whiſper, and in ſecret, and the vain Wiſh can 
neither do us any harm, nor give us any offence, 

| becauſe it does not come to our Ear. But having 
once given up our Eſtate, and parted with that, 
Which above all preſerves Efteem and Reſpect 0 
E e e Geng tt ties » t is 
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na good Bargain think twice | 


good Bargain is a Pick-purſe. 

T would be the happieſt thing in the World 
for many Men if they knew what to buy, and 

at to let alone; for every thing that is cheap 
not a good Penny worth. That, that is intirelyß 
leſs is a Burden; and tho' never ſo cheap, is 
ar enough. A Man has an extreme Fondnefs 
a Bird, that gives a Groat for an Owl: And 
t this is done every day; for ſome People have 
Humour to buy this and that and t'other, and 
cy they are mighty wiſe in making a good 
rgain : tho' they have no manner of uſe or ' 
caſion for the Thing, or it be but a Trifle, 
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But this Folly reigns no where ſo much as among 
i ung Scholars, who often make no other choice 
a Collection of Books, bur merely by the Price; 
d either heapup a number of Rubbiſh and Volumes 
mpertinence ; or at leaſt, don't give the Preference 
the beſt. They buy our of ſeaſon, and are pleas d 
Ich the Number, and boaſt of the Cheapneſs of 


7 


em, 


\ 


em. Now the forming a Study requires Judgmen WM 


and not to bid briskly becaufe the Auction 8a 
tow ; for he that takes this Method may poſlivl 
have a large Library, but ſhall never have a god 


one: And when a young Gentlem 18 tri l 
He'll find he has at laſt made one very ill On 
For the moſt ſuch a. Collection can do, is to mak 
the ſame Price that he paid; and by this Vanity, 1 
loſes the Intereſt of his Money and the Improwa > 
ment of his Time; which might have been ſpen 
in the beſt Authors with more Intellectual A 
vantage, and very little more Expence. But 
wou d not confine this Inſtruction to a partici 
lar Order; I believe all People have, ſome tim 1 
or other, occaſion for this Caution; and the twill 
thoughts that we ſhould always have before a Buff 
——— weren Tt 


I. Whether the Commodity be good? and 


II. Whether we have any occaſion for it? 
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Lair is s fair, work « of play. 


che Practice ol * World v were to be a Rule, 
chis Adage would be quite ſpoil'd ; for very 
ror are ſtrictly juſt in Buſineſs, and its even 

cd into a Proverb, that 'Tzs no Sin to cheat at 
. Now this diſcovers the Wickedneſs of the 


But prid ; for if this or any other Game be un- 

rticu ful, tis Impiety to uſe, em at all; and if 

> tity y are lawful, certainly they ought. to be us'd 
e tu neftly. To cheat at play changes the very . 

a Bu kure of it, Turns Diverſion into Buſineſs 


d Deſign, and ſhews that it is not Recreation 


7 intend, but Profit: And thus Covetouſneſs, 
ad lich is the vileſt Sin, is carried on under the 
15 ask of innocent Delight. Beſides, he that cheats 
Ir a Game breaks the great Rule, Quod tibi 

„ vis, alteri ne feceris ; What you wou'dn't have 


ne to you, never do to Another. For as eve 35 
e deſires to win in Play, ſo tis impoſſible he 1 
du'd be willing to be cheated, and be oblig d "EN 
Loſe. Hence tis that he that is moſt us Fa a EM 
gging the Die, Always keeps the ſtricteſt Eye 
don his Oppoſite's Hand: And no Man's Paſ. OY 
n runs higher at play than His, who being us d 

a foul Throw, finds himſelf out- witted in his 

n way, and bafl'd and impos'd on by another's 

t. Thus the falſe Arts of Gameſters are con- 


mn'd by their own Vote, as well as from the 
race of he „ 
85 a 
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have plaid a CRIMP, or put a falſe Trick upon ti 


à Man has Practis d in a Tavern; a little urgig 


He chat teaches - himſelf has! 


Is Proverb has a great deal of Life ant 


| ealy to be underſtood. Tis certain it can't ſigni 


Polite parts of Learning with much leſs Aſſiſtance 


- 
Wa” 
Pay. 
he ly 
28 


The Law has a true Notion of this; for th 
Men that play upon RE ſhall be oblig'd to mah 
good the Stake, and Money thus won ſhall 1 
duly recover d; yet if the Plaintiff appears tf of 
other, he ſhall ſuffer a Non-ſuit at his own Cot ll 
Becauſe no. Man ought to make any advantasii 
of a Fraud, Nor any countenance be given to 
Cheat. In fine, the Notion of cheating in pla 
is very dangerous; for he that does an ill thin 
in Jeſt, knows how to do it in earneſt; and whef 
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Pool to his Maſter. 


1 Spirit, but the direct deſign of it is not ſ 


fy, That he that grows Wiſe by his own Induſtry o 
Obſervation 7s a Fool ; For ſome Men have a Geniu 
ſtrong enough to make a vaſt Improvement out o 
their own Stock. Others have maſter'd the moſt 


r 


than is commonly neceſſary, and have deſerv'd 
the Character of Great-Men without being be 
holden to a Tutor. But perhaps the meaninę 
Wi”. 4 3 . | : by : | ma * 
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r tha be, That as Experience is the School-miſtreſs 
mah ools, ſo for a Man to make Experiments up- 
all „ himſelf, and become wiſe at his own Coſt, 
ars tif ever he may now be, argues that he was a 
2n tl when:he choſe that Method to inſtruct Him- 
Coſt Without diſpute, tis better to foreſee and 


ad an Evil, than to feel it. A Phyſician 
1 to nt to draw his Skill from the force of his own 
ment and Obſervation, not try every Medi- 


thin upon himſelf : And thus *tis better to learn 
Pa | 

whe by Precept and Example, than only by Expe- 

reinWce ; For in this laſt caſe, a Man muſt firſt be- 

angel e miſerable in order to come at Happineſs. The 

vate Saying Felix quem faciunt r cautum, 

aſy . ppy is he who by other Men's Harms learns to 


are, is of univerſal uſe : For tis certainly bet- 
co be taught by other People's Follies than our 


gut yet I think this does not come up to the 
ention of the Proverb ; for he that's taught 
| another's Folly, has a Fool to his Maſter as 
ell as he that is taught by his own. The di- 
& deſign therefore, is to correct the conceited 
ide and Perverſeneſs of People that will be 
ght by no- body; nor rul'd by the moſt exact 


18 { 


e an gment or the wiſeſt Counſels of others. There 
not a fort of Men that abound in their own 
ſgniWſc, and the beſt Rules are but thrown away 
try oon em: They preſcribe to their own Phy ſici- 
zen s, contradict their own Lawyers, and enjoin 
out oif&nnance to their own Confeſſors; and he that 
> moſs of this humour is not only taught by a Fool, 
ſtance t is Reſolv'd to continue ſo. Tis impoſſible to 
ſerv da Remedy for this fort of Lunacy ; for upon 
g bee matter, tis no other than Madneſs : For 
ning 


Ich a Man muſt needs 8 Mankind Fools, 


ma 


34 "Ml Eſſays 3 . = 
and why then ſhov!d he think himſelf under pl 1 
vilege, and perfectly ſecure from Error? There 
a vaſt difference between putting one's own Judzi 9 35 
ment to nurſe, and ſuffering our- ſelves always ll 
be kept in the Go- cart; and this other extreme d 1 
Poſitiveneſs and Conceit, which are the {ure Clull 
racters K. an incorrigible Coxcomb. 
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 Covetoulaels breaks the Jack. 1 


Ntiquity. appears in the face of this Proverb — 
for without doubt 'ris the old black leathenliMl 

Fack that was in ule in the time of our ForefacherW 
that is here deſign'd. The hoſpitable Cuſtom if 
thoſe times was to take every Man into tif 

Cellar. But when this kind of Entertainmen 
was left off, twas aſcrib'd to Avarice ; and th 
Saying imports that Covetouſneſs bas deſtroy 
Hoſpitality. The Jack will dry, ſhrivel, au 
break of it-felf if it be not kept in uſe: Au 
this is as true of the modern Jack in the Kitchin 

as of the ancient one in the Cellar. For th 
Treaſon, a Gentleman I knew, wou'd not ſell hifi 
Houſe and Goods to a Miſer : For, ſays he, he 
let my Jack ruſt, and I wou'd not. be fucceedel 5 
by a Niggard. For tho? Parſimony be a Virculil 
yet a Caution ought to be enter'd againſt Avarice 9 
To do juſtice to the laſt Age, their public 
tre eating in open houſe, had ſome what Noble and 
Uſeful in it, tho' it had ſomewhat too of Exceis 
Tas ſometimes forcing Drunkenneſs upon 

Man, and encouraging, _ and .Idlenels i 

| | Buß 


8 
* 


* 


"= 
4 _ 
4 Y 
75 
* 1 


on Curious Proverb s. 35 
eig tis to be obſerv d that we Moderns are not 
45 on more ſober, nor are we leſs luxurious or 


Ju; ravagant, tho' we are come to be ſo very ſa- 

F That a Man ſhall much eaſier break his 
k, even in a Duke's Hall, than his Faſt. 
e ancient Cuſtom might be reviv'd with leſs 
eence, and leſs hazard of a Man's Virtue, than 
rc is in the new Method of being every day in 
Tavern : The Exceſſes of Gaming, the Stage, 
42 Strumpet or two; upon which more has 
n ſpent by ſome great Perſons in one Year, 
the whole Eſtate of their Anceſtors ; or than 
u'd be in a regular Hoſpitality ip twenty. 
that while we have pretended to be frugal, 

== have only chang'd our way of Extravagance, - 
verb En a noble and generous one, to the baſeſt and 
thc. 0 Debauchery ; and inſtead of Bread and the 
che ack-Jack for the Poor, you may often ſee five 
on "ns ſix Servants in Livery, ready to cut one ano- 
o rs Throats for a Bone! So that to adapt this 
by 1 ing to the preſent Age, it muſt be, Luxury 
broke the Jack, ſhut up Houſe, ſtarvd the 
roy or, and made Beggars of the Rich. | 
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Mews me the Company, and f 2 

will ſhew thee the Man. 1 

o R. =_— 

Birds of a Feather flock to gethe 4 F 
OR, A 


Tell m me with YER thou GEE 


and T will tell thee what tho 
Doeſt. 


Ove to Society is fix d in our very Natur 

The firſt Operation of our Reaſon direi 

us to look out for it, and dictates this as tl 
Happineſs of Life : And for this: Feaſon' .ever 

Man chuſes what is moſt agreeable to him. B 

as this Choice either ſecures our Happineſs, 8 

makes us miferable ; ſo the more Caution is 1 

quir'd in it. Example has a very ſtrong Influenc 

upon our Nature; it teaches and moves at On 

He that keeps ill Compan 15 either vicious hin 

ſelf, or in a little time will certainly become {oi 

1 For as the Satisfaction of Converſation aria 
FTrtom a likeneſs of Temper, Humour, and Action 
ſo it's ſcarce poſſible that a Man ſhou'd be plex 

with that Es Im that he is Reſolv d not i 


imita 


0 on Curious Proverbs. 37 
ate. While there is no Likeneſs, there will 
oo mutual Endearment or Charm in Society; 
therefore a Man of Virtue muſt of courſe 
hdraw from the vicious, or elſe give up his 
| ue 2 Sacrifice to the Pleaſure he has in an 
d vaintance. And indeed, vicious People are 
iu, and as little fond of a good Man's Com- 
as poſſible; tis a Reproof to their Folly, 
che moſt. odious to em of any thing in the 
aid: So that no Friendſhip can be eſtabliſh'd 
een People of ſo different a Character and 
duct. They muſt ſeparate, and purſue that 
ich is agreeable to each, or elſe the one muſt 
ee a Captive of the other; and both muſt join 
ne Intereſt, either of Virtue or Vice. 
Experience is a full Proof of this: For as ſoon 
Man comes to take pleaſure in herding a- 
ng leud, and prophane People, the foundation 
his Virtue is ſhaken : His firſt Principles are 
ated, the Love of Virtue abates, every Vice 
kes ſome Impreſſion, and begins to appear lefs 
ous to him: And if he don't go into every 
eſs, or intirely imitate all the Follies of his 


wy mpanions; tis ten to one but he'll borrow this 
« 89 * from One, and that from Another, till he 
2G made himſelf as complete a Fool, a Knave, 
193 N 


a Hypocrite as any of em, tho' perhaps he 
y not exactly purſue the ſteps of any One, 
id thus the Company aſſures us of the Cha- 
ter of the Man in general, and the Proverh 
es it as a Rule to our Judgment in the Caſe, - 
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me {ol 
— Now this ſhou'd be well apply d in the Inſtructi- 

_ of Youth. A Parent or Guardian ſhould always 
P 2 lect upon the Conſequence of placing a Child 
ig a Ward, Here or There. Some Company is as in- 
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XVI. 


Evil be to him that evil thinks 


Honi ſoit qui mal y penſe. 


THIS is a Proverb of Quality, and is illi 
| ſtrious in its uſe, being the Motto of thi 
Order of the Garter. There is ſome diſpute d 
its Original; but without doubt the Proverb ws 
in uſe before the Inſtitution of the Order: Buff 

tis not eaſy to know why the King choſe this A 
dage to be the Ornament of that Order, which 
is the Glory of the Court. The vulgar accoun 
is, That our victorious Edward III. being at! 
Ball, a great Lady dropt her Garter in the Dance 
The King, who was a Prince of a free Humou 
and Addreſs, took it up, and by way of Compli 
ment ſaid, I'll make this Garter honourable, i 
ſhall be ſacred to St. George. Now this piece 0 
Gallantry became the Subje& of Converſation a 
Court; tas there taken to be a ſure mark of an 
amorous Intrigue ; for Courtiers often take liber: 
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on Curious Praverbs, 29 


ague co cenſure the moſt innocent Actions of their 
hoid nce, and are not always {0 tender of their 
i of tere Repucation as they ought. The King 
> pool ñſenſible of this Humour, and that his Honour 
econ ht ſuffer by their Suſpicion ; and therefore 
n EH erted this Motto to juſtify the Innocence of, 


Action, and check the cenſuring Humour of 
Court. Now tho' this Story is certainly a 
ee, yec it agrees with the deſign of the Pro- 
b, 5 Senſe and Improvement of which is of 
dat ule. | 


% 


Evil Surmiſers are a People who above all 
pd be ure to look to themſelves ; For he that's 
ward to think amiſs of Others, courts all the 
orld to pals cenſure on Himſelf. And if the Cen- 
rious are ſtrictly obſerv'd, they'll be found like 
yſcians, who forbid their Patient that Meat 


Pl ich they eat every day at their own Table, 
| ery Man ought to think twice before he judges 
s il other; for tis hard that an innocent Action 
of the One, ſhould be made evil by the falſe turn upon 
ute e Fancy of Another. Tis certain that à vir- 
b wa sous Mind is not apt to think evil, and will put 
: 3e beft Senſe poſſible on the Conduct of Others: 
nis nd yet the humour of Judging is extremely in 
hic gue, and is particularly improv'd among thoſe 
coun bat ſeem to be Religious; For this Spirit is either 
at! e Produce of a warm Head and no Judgment, 
De hich makes People raſh ; or elſe, of ſly formal 
mou Ny pocriſy. This latter makes Men Muſe as they 
.mpli e; they think no Man can be Civil without be- 
e, i g Lewd; becauſe, they know nothing of Addreſs 
ce of: only upon defign ; and are ſtrangers even to 
on 1 ood-manners, but only when they would de- 
of a eive. Hence tis impoſſible for che, beſt Man in 
liber He World 10 eſcape, and the molt innocent thing 
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40 fr Moral Eſſays 


in our Life 1 is by ſome or other made a Crime : 0 * 
what then muſt be done ? there's no renounci ni 
the World, nor avoiding the Company of Foobf A 1 
The Anſwer is ſnort, Keep a ſtrict guard upoif I * 
your Conduct, Let the Principles of Honour ani 
Conſcience be your Guide; And let it be knowl 
that you neglect and deſpiſe the Cenſures of Hy 
pocrites. For the leſs notice is taken of their ei F 6 
ment, is the beſt Remedy againſt the Sting ang 
Venom of it. 4 
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XVI. 


Never look a Gift Horſe | in th 
Mouth. 1 


Gift ought to riſe in our Eſteem, in pro- 

A portion to the Friendſhip and Reſpect o 
the Danor, not its intrinſick excellency or worth. 
To enquire into theſe is Buying and Selling, ani 
making a Bargain with a Friend; 'tis ſetting 1 
Price upon your own Merit, which moſt People 
value too high in themſelves, and too low in e- 
very Body elfe. To make a Judgment of the Do- 
nor's Affection by the value of the Preſent, is 
often a falſe Eſtimate; For if it be but a ſmall 
Matter, tis more than you cou'd inſiſt upon, and 
may be the Effect of the Giver's ſincereſt Affecti- 
on, as well as equal to his Fortunes. Upon this 
Account, a poor Mite caſt into the Sacred Trea-wl 
fury was eſteem'd as an Argument of the greateſt 3 
Love ina poor Woman. Now *tis the ſame thing 
een true T "_ it woud not be "on Evi 
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WW Curious Proverbs. a. 
: Aue of Friendſhip ; but Covetouſneſs and a kind 
nci xtortion to expect from each other, that 
005 In they have not, and to be Curious and find 


t with the kind Preſent of a Friend is a ve- 
ear approach to Ingratitude. Tis a Contempt 
ie Friendſhip, and renouncing any Obligati- 
o their Affection; becauſe, tis preferring the 
fic before its Author, and ſetting our Gain at 
g anner value than his Kindneſs. The leaſt that 

ee ſaid is, that' tis ill Manners,and a ſlight upon 
WPcrion as well as the Preſent. It ſhews a low- 
of Soul ; and accordingly People of this Hu- 
Ir are uſually of a very ſtraight Hand. If they 
>, tis with regret, and only to keep up Deco- 
; or elſe as People do with a Pump, they pour 
| Pint of Water to fetchup a Tun ; anddiſtribute 
tefits to return with Intereſt to themſelves. But 
Man wou'd chuſe ſuch a Perſon for a Friend 
leſs he were ſure to be his Executor, and have 
the Benefit of his Laſt Will. 8 | 
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Do ever cry for better Bread than 
ais made of Wheat. © 
andi ne wg bs Ys „ 
ecti· Ontentment is the Divine Leſſon taught by 
this this Proverb. Tis a moſt lovely Virtue and 
rea: higheſt Happineſs of this Life; It gives a Re- 
acc WD fo the meaneſt Table, and turns a Cottage in- 
ing = Palace. Every Body pretends to make their 
Evi- urt to this Grace, and would be thought to be 
nce Ah e „ 


42 4 Eſſay m 
poſſeſs d of her. But in reality very few pu a 
this Angelick Form with any Vigour, and ch 
that talk moſt of Content and Satisfaction, bal 
but a falſe Notion of them. The Univerſal ol 
is, Oh if I had but a Competency I wou's | 
content! And if you ask what a ene 
They firſt ask one thing and then another, j 
can never ſtop the current of their Deſires! M 
this Competency is as thirſty as the Grave, a 7 

after all our Attempts to give Bounds to it is il 3 * 
A little more than we Have! Now to capitudf AJ 

with Providence, and firſt to inſiſt upon the E 

joyment of all the Riches of the World, and ye 

talk of being contented, is but Bantering the M 

tions of Vertue; For to be content upon fut 

Terms, is ſo far from being Heroick, that 

| ſcarce a Vertue, and the very next akin 

Vice: For what Praiſe can a Man deſerve for Þ 

tience who has no Loſs, Sorrow, or Pain to diſqui 

him? Or where's the Vertue of being conten 
when Proſperity ſhines like the Sun round abo 

us; and there's nothing to Ruffle and Diſorder u 

In "ſhort, this is nothing but Pretence, for if u 

look into the World, thoſe People that abound x 

the moſt diſcontented ; and becauſe Provider 

has given em much, Quarrel with it becauſe the 
have no more. Tho' their Bread be as fine as ca 
be made of Wheat, they find fault, wrangle, al 

every . wiſh for e 
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The Reflection upon this 3 e Human 
ſhou'd recommend the ſtudy of Contentment 
which can never be obtain d by pretending t 
look for Happineſs in Riches. *Tis moreqcaſil 
found with che Beggar than the King; for N. 
ture is ſatisfied with little, reaches us to lim 
| our Deſires ; and Providence has the intire dil 
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BY on Curious Proverbs. - 43 
purl | 4 > of us ; As often as it gives, Reads us a Le- 
tha E of Reſignation, and Death is always at 
» han d, and points at our Folly, when we crave a 
r deal for a little Time. 25 8 
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ae goOës Before and Shame fol- 


de WMNIOWS 4 After. 


Ride is a Vice eaſier difcover d by its Aion 
than painted by Reflection and Diſcourſe. 


oy ! s ſcarce to be confin'd by Definition, or ſet to 
uw in fall Lines and juft Colours; it reſults 
tel almoſt Infinite Cauſes, paſſes thro numerous 


erations ; appears in variety of Dreſles ; 
ks ſometimes like Virtue, and covers her ſelf 
th a great deal of Diſtinction and Pretence. 
e Folly inſinuates, and comes in upon us with 
t; and tho' every Body diſown the Sin, and 

Character is Infamous and Odious, yet no Bo- 
a5 CO is free from the Impreſſion: For Pride being 
y much the Reſult of Self-Love, and always 
ngled with it; Riſes in proportion to the Opi- 
dn a Man has of himſelf, and grows with the 
umehggpughts of our own Excellency. A Man looks 
mc Son himſelf, and this Paſſion riſes in an Inſtant; 


ng i finds it paſs like the Blood in his Veins: It 
x cal -2ds a Gaiety upon the Countenance, and 
or NA es a Turn to his Geſture and Action; that tho 
lim appear affected to others, and expoſe one to 
* enſure and Contempt, yet the Vanity pleaſes 
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_ Mſoral Eſſays 1 
the Man, who has too much e d an Opiniol 1 
of himſelf. However, 


To ſpeak juſtly io this, Allowance and 91 
| Aion muſt be made; for tis impoflible that wil 
dom and Virtue ſhould not know and value it 11 
and therefore whenever theſe poſſeſs the Min 
there can't but be a proportionable Satisfactiofi 
and a. Pleaſure that regales a Wiſe and Gol ahi 
Man: Prompts to the improvement of Know 
ledge, and begets a greater Fervour in the pi Y 
ſuit of Wiſdom, and the exerciſe of Virtue. Ti = 
Love a Man has to himſelf, which is thus foundey 
is the neceſſary reſult of 'his being Wiſe, and 
a part of Virtue it ſelf, as well as the Motive 
it; For it forms a Notion of Honour in a Mail 
Boſom, that ſets him above Little and Mea 
Things; won't let him ſtoop to Vice, be a Sla 
to inferior Appetites, or ſneak to Power, whe 
there is neither Obligation nor Merit. Thus 
preſerves from Fawning, and keeps one above th 
odious Diſpoſition to flatter and humour Vio 
under any. Character or Condition it happens . 
appear in. This is Generoſity and Greatneſs d 
Mind ; and to keep up and cultivate it, is both! 
Security and an Honour. But that which diſtin 
guiſhes true Greatneſs, and a Noble, Generou 
Inclination, from Pride and Vanity; Is our Eſteen 
and Value for any thing in us, or done by us; 
and the degree to which that Eſteem paſſes. Af 
ming that to our ſelves that is not our own, which 
is Boaſting, or being too much pleas d and liſtei 

up upon Reflection on our Perſon, Vertue, Cha 
racter, Learning, Abilities, Ornament, Figue 
and Diſtinction we bear in the World, is Pride 
The Practice draws on a Haughty Air, 511 Nature 
and Inſolence are the Reſult, and Contempt 0 | 
Punilt- 


pred to over- rate his Capacity; and by force 
the Miſtake, often values himſelf upon his 
ly. The lighteſt and moſt ſuperficial Know- 
ve, pleafes and throws into Surprize, but the 
nger the Light grows, the clearer it ſhows a 
his Weakneſs ; takes off from the Titillation of 


$1 aceit, and the Judgment moves with the greater 
When tainty and Caution, in the Eſtimate of our 
ius! yes or any thing about us; and the reſult is 
re th imble and Modeſt apprehenſion of our ſelves, 
Vie decent regards to other People. Young Swim- 
ns rs play very boldly in the Shallows ; but he 
eſs d t ventures into Depth is under Awe, ftrikes 


h Care, and improves in the Art by the 
ength .and Eaſineſs of his Motion. Thus Peo- 
learn Modeſty by degrees, and are beſt freed 
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ſteer m Pride by Experience: the firſt Levity that 
V Us; tes is thrown off, and as their Wiſdom in- 
Aſſes, their Opinion and Conceit vaniſh, A 
hic an is not to be truſted in drawing his own 
liftel ture, unleſs he be perfet Maſter of the Art, 
Cha- d a little Self-denying and reſign'd! Self. love ts 
igule d apt to influence the Hand, and miſtake in 
>ride ngling the Colours; we are apt to ſoften and 


ighten out of Rule, and he that knows but 
tle of himſelf is eaſieſt run into Thoughts a- 
ET „ bove 
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bove his Merit, apteſt to look Big upon 


ſufficient Pretences, and value himſelf upon 
ſignificant and mean Acquiſitions: For Ignoruil 
mixes with all the Operations of this Vice, ani 
juſt Idea of our ſelves and the World about lf 
abates and throws off the force of every Bod 
Pride. | * 


Pri i on 
Pride as much as Avarice ; but turn moſt ul 
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falſe Idea's of Honour, and falſe Opinions of d 
Merit. Theſe raiſe the Spirit, and ſet the Pa, 
ons on Fire: But the Ambitious ſcarce know wil 
they purſue, nor what they are equal to. Th 

Quality, Character, and Employ that People 
out for themſelves is very often more ſuited| 
Inclination than Capacity; and they that ſ 
moſt in Fancy and Opinion, dwindle and ſink 
to Diſgrace in action. Power and Greatneſs x 
not eaſily manag'd, and therefore can't be eag; 
PA ſought with Diſcretion ; and a Man muſt 
ſure to know the World very well that reſolves; 
be uppermoſt in it. The Advantage and Rep 
tation of a great Poſt, iſn't always worth the E 
vy, the Toil, and the Hazard of it; and to 
fure, to be Modeſt and Unpretending, is the ei 
eft and ſureſt Method to Honour and Advand 
ment. The Moderation of the Ambition mak 
way for the poſſeſſion of Power, and keeps 
Man eaſie in the Menage of it; while a tron 
Paſſion to be great, expoſes to Ridicule ; and th 
higheſt Ambition meets with the greateſt Opp 
fition, Scorn and Contempt. To go on: 


Ambition and aſpiring Deſires are the reſuli 
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An indecent love of Praiſe and Glory, is anof 
ther part of this Folly. Pride is fann d and in 
creas d by. Applauſe, and the addition of —_ | 


v wa 4; ER P 
—_— 


on curious Proverbs. 47 


on ie's Opinion, very much heightens our o＋õƷ r. 
on erery Body is apt to be Immoderate, and 
Orang zn the Satisfaction of other Folks eſteem with 
ani igh a Reliſh, Eagerneſs and Pleaſure. Thus 


ith great Art that a Proud Man addreſſes for 
ion Abroad, and hunts for Commendation, 
is little Virtue in the beſt Light, and always 
ſomewhat that may force Notice, and lead 


ſul} orld into ſome Acknowledgments : When 
 vnclination grows, they can't avoid diſcour- 
of q; of ſomewhat of their own, and will even 


Pa re to aſſume others Merit, rather than miſs 


w will preading their Reputation: The Hazard of 
TW, Ridiculous won't Ballance the Inclination 
ple WWE :a1k'd on; and tho it often tends to their 
ite redit, they are ſeldom ſenſible of the Diſ- 
it le, and thus loſe their Eſteem by the very 
ink i : | purſuit of it. For, Oſtentation and Pretence 
oy erit, puts People upon a Search, and makes 
can 071d enter into a ſtrict Cenſure; and the 
nuſt! tender is ſure to be expos'd in proportion to 
west Defect of his Pretence, and the Vanity of his 
Ren ectations. His own Report diſprov'd, falls 
he Fi upon Himſelf, and the attempt to appear 


* er or Greater than a Man can make out, ren- 
ze ei him fo much really the Weaker and Leſs. 


> from the Vain- glory and the Pride. 
= Tis remarkable that Pride iſn't able to conceal 


If, but tempts Odium and Ridicule ; the Paſ- 
diſcovers it ſelf by a Haughty Imperious 
and that is Invidious and Provoking. A 

h Mien is offenſive, drives People to à Di- 


is ano ce, and makes them ſtart at rather than ad- 
nd iu the Perſon ; and as the Averfion increaſes, 
f othe Contempt heightens: For as true Greatneſs 


and every Body will have a little Opinion of 1 
| Which tis impoſſible they ſhou'd Love. The (ff 


putting on the Countenance of Greatneſs ; wii 
can never ſic eaſie upon any that arn't really an 


| Contempt on a meer Pretender to Character vii 


x pero. 


high as it looks, it deſcends to little, mean,: 


has no Merit, when he puts himſelf off by his 


Judgment of the Stuff in Mode: In which 
Taylir and Valet too have often the greateſt Shi 


and Accurate Performance ! There's ſomethi 


tage of his Dreſs ; tis a more noble Idea that! 


it can convey any Eſteem to him: For the ſign 
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is eſteem d for the Decency of it's Awe, - ani * 
mixture of Modeſty and Facility with it's Gr 


dure; ſo the Severity of a Proud Look is odio 


ſture and Action is diſtaſtful, and a Man of Se 
can't but Abhor, as well as Smile, at the Van 
of People that ſet off their Folly, by looking 
bove their Equals, ſcorning their Inferiours, 2 
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Figure. Burt, 
There's another Vanity in this Vice, and 


inſigt. ificant Trifles : Thus one part of the H 
mour appears in Dreſs and Equipage, Ornamy 
and Pomp; this is a fort of Confeſſion, a M 


bit; For here, the Merit lies in the fineneſs oft 
Cloth, neatneſs of the Cut, and Riches of 
Ornament ; and the moſt can be a Man's own, 
the ſuiting the Colours, and being capable of 


and are beſt entitled to the Praiſe of the Migit 
in this below Humane Nature; for why jhot 
not a Man be more inclin'd to value fomew 
Intrinſick to Himſelf, than ſtrut upon the adva 
quipage receives Honour from the Man, than th 

can 


5 | 
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20 5nd diftination of Preſs, muſt re ſult from 
G reement to our Quality and Character, and 


odio e its regard from the Perſon it Attends on. 
— ſuffer the dazle of Ornament to ſurprize 
The = earer, is inverting the Deſign, and betray- 


>f Sei e Weaknefs of the Mind by the Levity and 
Van iſhneſs of our Affections. In ſhort, every 
king f Pride is odious to God, becauſe mixt with 
urs, titude to Providence: For what has any ö 
wl that he has not receiv d? And the more fond | 
ally re of our ſelves, the more apt we are to 
acterſ our great and kind Benefactor. For this 
lent n Providence ſo often confounds the Lofty | 
_ mbitious, and Shame follows the Promotion of 
Cr | | ME | 


and N ; 

IN, 2 4 

the HK XX. 

[Nam 13 * 1 1 V 

N hen one Door Shuts another 
is e | 

i; of MS Pens: 
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own, E that wou'd ſtruggle with the World, and 

le of | bear up in Adverſity, ought till to reſolves 

ich to be Diſcourag'd, for Reſolution is the Mo- 

lt Shaß of Fortitude, and not only neceſſary to our 

Mig ort, but very much conduces to our Delive- 

netic. Tis a preſent relief in Affliction, and pre- 

7 Tho the Way to Proſperity. Tis true, tis hard to 

mew up the Mind in Poverty, Oppreſſion and Di- 

advan : But then We ſhou'd ſo much the more at- 

that! to thoſe Rules that in ſuch a Caſe may afliſt 

han (dire us. Now this Proverb preſents us with | 

: 1100887y good one that will moſt efteQually ſuppore: -.... +, 
FE F 1 3 3 ss 
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the Afflicted. This is a juſt Obſervation of 
Method and Conduct of Providence; for he thi 
thinks of the Power, Wiſdom, Equity and Gol „ 
neſs of God in the Diſtribution of his Favour 
the one Hand, and his diſpleaſure on the othe 
will always find Reaſon to = ſilent, and for 
moſt part, to hope for a Return of his loſt Hall 
pineſs ! Where one means of Safety, Protecioi 
or Supply fails, a wiſe Reflection upon Pro 
dence directs us to look for another; and wu 
we are juſt at Diſpair, give out and look up YH 
all as loſt : How often does the Divine Bourg 
ſurprize us with unthought of Felicity! And as tl 
Goodneſs is over all the Creatures of God, two 
be unaccountable if Men ſhou'd not think thei 
felves oblig d to hope in It, and wait for til 


Seaſon, in which the Divine Wiſdom thinks! mo 
proper to diſcover it to Us. 


But indeed this is ſeldom confider'd, and ra 
ly improv'd to the utmoſt ; becauſe we are 
moſt Infidels in this Point, and have but ve 
Joole Notions of the Government of our Cr: 

tor! From hence ſpring our Murmurs and Cot 
plaints, and Injurious Reflections on the Order 
things in this Life: Which if they don't prove 
pertetInfidels,ſhews we are either Ignorant, Foo 
and Perverſe, in not minding the Method of I 
vine Wiſdom, that has made one thing to depe 

upon another ; Light to riſe out of Darkneſs, a 
Good out of Evil: Or elſe ſo Peeviſh and Diſca 
tented, as to refuſe that Happineſs that lies at 0 
very Feet. We ought therefore to Reſolve 1 
to Rok under our Burden, nor Murmur or Repi 
at it; we ſhou'd know our dependance upd 

God's Providence, and obſerve its Conduct, 
ſues and Events: z and if this be done . Ca 
: no 


on Curious Proverbs. 
cy, Wiſdom and Reſignation : Tis impoſſible 
chat ſome favourable Turn ſhon'd open to us 
ſome kind Hand life us up, or we ſhow'd fee 


ite Reaſon to be calm and ſatisfied with that 
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e Abſent Party is always to 
Su e 


"His Sentence is very full and capable of va- 
riety of Improvement according to the 
ſe we take it in. Tis in the Firſt Place, a 
y handſome Reproof to Men of a Publick Cha- 
ter and Truſt, who Trifle while they ſhou'd 
nd the Houſe or the Cabinet, the Bench or 
Common-Hall ; For Buſineſs will not do ir 
and to be abſent from a Debate, when our 
ntry is at ſtake, and our Prince's Honour con- 
d; while ſome Innocent is deſign'd to be a 
ifice, or a Set of Knaves are packing the 
ds to ſerve their Purpoſe, and ſecure their own 
ereſt at the Hazard of the Publick : Is unac- 
ntable Negligence, and either reflects upon 
Senſe or Integrity. Tis true, if the want 
s at he former keep a Man away,, tis ſome ſign 
Wis Modeſty ; but this Grace wou'd ha' ſhone 
h brighter, if he had let the Truſt alone, and 
e urg ſo Civil as to, ſave the Burrough the trou- 
Hof his Election; or refus'd the Commiſſion 
th Ca Was not able to execute. But in this Caſe 
Z 5 Ea 242ꝛ Mans 
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a Man's Integrity is generally more ſuſpected tu 
his Senſe ; for his very Commiſſion is ſome pn 
tection for the latter. A Man that is invet:Mi 
with a Truſt, is. preſum'd capable of it, and cher 
fore his Neglect 18 look d _ upon as the effect * N _ 
Diſlike and Deſign 5; and there appears ſon 
what of Juſtice in it, that He who renounce; 
Truſt he has taken, by not perſuing and atten! 90 
ing it, ſhou'd be ſuſpe&ed of a Deſign to ber 


WY, [ 


it; tho' perhaps he may be Innocent. A Neut| 


is a Deſerter, and whether it be Folly or Treat 


* 


FU 9 
11 (20 . 
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that prompts a Man to be Abſent, the Con 
quence is the ſame, and the Provocation to mi 
Men almoſt equal. Tho' a Fool's Guilt may i 
leſs than a Knaves, yet ſince they both cond 
in the ſame Miſchief, tis fit they ſhould ſhare 
Reproach, and be juſtly blam'd for not doing th 
Service they might have done. | 
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But on the other Hand, the Proverb may 
taken to ſignifie another thing. And it mes 
That tis the Cuſtom of Fooliſh People to! 
the Fault upon the Abſent, and in their C 
Chat to be always biting People's Reputation 
hind their Back. This Practice makes up a gre 
Part of che Folly and Impiety of fome Peopł 
Converſation. How exceeding Impertinent 
it to hear ſome always cry out, Oh, if ſuch 
One had been there, this and that, and roth 
had been done! And they don't half ſo mut 
Conſider or Ask what they themſelves did or 
mitred, as they do how another may bear ti 
Blame of their Folly. Thus too People gratil 
their Malice in Railing at them that can't Hea! 
and 'tis a common piece of Artifice; and ſhe 
Envy and Spite, to load the Abſent with Tgnomi 
ny, and endeavour to ſet off themſelves at th 
J i 7 - Hp 


yaw ©. 
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ae Pi ence of Another. This Practice never thews 
nvel:WS|f with more Subtilty or refin'd Malice chan 
then elections on the Dead. This is not only-the 
ffect of the Common Herd, who ſeldom ſpare 


Memory of a dead Heroe ; but Men that di- 
nce; {WS uiſh themſelves by the Norions and Names of 
atten our, are ſo much Strangers to Virtue, as to 
ber e che moſt uſe of this vile Artifice. The 
eſman's Mouth is always fill'd with the Miſ⸗ 
agement of one that's dead or in Diſgrace ; he 
s out this Cue to his Admirers, who are ſure 
dpen upon the Cry till they are Hoarſe again: 
the Follies, the ill Advice, the Covetouſneſs 
Treachery of- ſuch a Miniſter or Favourite, 
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COnd 
are t only happen'd to live too long to keep them- 
ng ties out For this is nothing but Art and De- 


„that the Stream of Popular Rage may be 
d upon the Dead or Abſent; that the living 
s may ſuck without Suſpicion, and be ſecure 

the juſt Indignation of the People they 
tinually Fleece. VVV 


may 
meat 
to |: 
ir Ch MT ' 
ion þ ow this is Ungenerous and Inhumane in a- 


ale ; but methinks when a Man has ventur'd 


A gre 
bang Life for the meer Honour and Service of his 
nent ce, tis aſtoniſhing that his Memory ſhou'd 
F (uchMWrofulced by them for whoſe Sake he Dy'd. 
| Cot yet more than once it has been ſeen, that a 
o mul k Commander, who had the good Fortune to 
4 or ape, has built Trophies to himſelf at the Coſt 


a brave Man's Honour that Fell! And even 


EAT tl 

grati ces themſelves ſometimes condeſcend to theſe 
t Heat Arts, and make no ſcruple to give Counte- 
1d ſhe ce to their Favourites in em. Thus the Duke 
[non leance is cover'd from Contempt, by ſully- 
at the Memory of M. Marſin. The fortner had no 


nner of Foundation to merit a Supream Com- 


xpen | 


A * 
3 a 
_ — 
— 1 
— 2 — 8 


* — 83 1 
9 _ — 
2 I; 
— 7 
4 2 "> ——_ lo 
- _ 4 
„ — — 
— 132 * + 4 — 
9 W r = 
Sow 4.40 - ae wh — 
2 — —— —— — Ge jd a p 
S — > — — = 
— 2 2 - > £05 n comb — —_—_ 2 ST r 
> * 3 > — - — > -Z$L2 
— a p a" 
—_—_ — — — — — - — 4 8 — 
— - — — — 2 — — * 2 — — 5 3 
— — — — — by: = pou heh < hp — Ne — 
— * — — — N > — — — — — 
— * — - — — — — — —_— _ 
— — — —— — — — 3 g — 
— . —— — — - - — — - — — — — a — 
— — * : — * . *ILXE 


— — * 
pp _——_ ee” 
— —· were 
——ũ——j—jÿ — — — 
R 


A. 2 - — - 
2 
1 * 
* 
- 


— 
— 


— 


} 
It 
} 
} 
{ 


273 
| 4 1 
i 
| 
A 
- Y > * a 
n 
* * A : 
an 
3 
t 34 
* 


; 
X 
* 
Ui 
1 
U 
1 
it 1 
os 
MALLS 
i 
1 
br 
Al 
4 
* by 
* 
71 
Ade 
of: 
* 
f . 
T's , 
. 
* 
8 + 
A 
- 
417 
4 


— — 


— — 
way 
— = 
— — — . 
. <a md 4 
* — 5 


— 

2 4 N 3 

— — —„U a 
— — 
— 


* — 2 
2 d 
2 . n 
— * 
— 2 Nt 


Fy — 
* % 0 
pa 2 — — 
— 
— 


K Vlora Eſſays 


mand-; loſt the Battle of Turin by acting mo 
like a Granadier than a General; and made 
Retreat in the utmoſt Confuſion and with irre 1 1 
verable Loſs. The latter had always appear d 
be a Gallant Man; had ſuſtain d the moſt vig 
rous Attacks of Prince Eugene at Blenbeim, and 
laſt carri'd off the Bavarian Troops in incompai 
ble Order, while all. the other Part of the Arnif y 
were broke, made Priſoners, or cut off; and 
laſt He fell bravely encompaſs'd with his End 1 
mies: and yet this Gentleman s Memory by i 
Artifice of the Court, bears all the Reproach 
the others Miſconduct at Turin, for no oth 
Reaſon but that Marſin is Dead: Orleans is a Prin 
of the Blood; and the King muſt not be hs 
to be miſtaken in his Choice of a General ! Th 
the Dead being at the greateſt Diſtance, and: 
tirely ont of Capacity to contradict and dema 
Satisfaction of us, Men forget the true  notia 
of Honour, and never ſcruple to load their 
mory with Diſgrace. | | 
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So Man is always a Fool, 


: bi 
1 
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By: 38 | | | f f | 71 

_ very Man ſometimes : 

— i 9 n | Ds a 
8 8 | 


very Man has a Fool in his 


Sleeve. 


Othing is more certain than theſe Adages; 
and yet, perhaps, nothing more difficult than 


the Proverbs is, to ſhew how mighty apt we 
e to judge of others by one ſingle Action; for 
we hear but a foolith Saying, or obſerve but 
e ſilly Action, we preſently cry out, He's 4 
ol. But ſuch a Cenſure is exceedingly ridiculous ; 
or on the other hand, tis very probable, that 
e that never ſaid a ſilly Thing, never ſaid a wiſe 
ne; and many a wiſe Man's Bolt is ſhot as much 
random as a Fool's, tho not ſo often. I took 
for a great Virtue in a Man of Quality, who 
ways reſented this way of reflection upon other 
len's _— Once in an — _ 2 
onverſation, his Friend hapned to ſay, © 
e "tk " Lord, 


— 
- 


convince People of it. The firſt Uſe, therefore, 


e Lord, I never lik d ſuch a Gentleman for On: 
© Thing: No! reply'd the other with ſome ſharp. 
© neſs, Nor I you for twenty things! Prethee 
* don't reflect upon any Man for One Fault; for 
c you and I have been guilty of a Hundred” 
The Anſwer was as juſt, as ſevere, and worthy of 
the Man that ſpoke it. In ſhore, Every Man has 
his Foible, and 'tis impoſſible to avoid diſco. 
vering it. ſome time - or- other ;- and therefore 
we ſhou'd learn Candour and Good-nature, and 
not make too much of an imprudent Word; or 
ſlight every body that don't always keep up 
to Rules, diſcourſe in mood and figure, or 
= to the perfection of Wiſdom in their whole 


But there is another Inſtruction in this Say ing; 
it intimates, That that Partiality which prompts 
us to ſee the Folly of others, always inclines us 
to cover our o.] Ʒꝙn. That Sleeve in which our 
own Fool lies, we keep always out of ſight. 
O how fond are we of our ſelves! Every Thing 
that we. ſay or do is without Exception. : . And 
there is one fort of . poſitive wiſe People, that 
tis impoſſiale to convince that they were ever 
in the, wrong: To attempt it raiſes. their In- 
dignation, loſes their Friendſhip; they look down 

upon you with Contempt, if they apprehend 
you ſuſpect but the bare poſſibility of their being 
in a Miſtake. ; and yet do as often play the fool 
as any body that don't wear a Bibb. 63000 


It 


, " - 
* * 


Now this Proverb is a neceſſary Lecture both Ml 
to Wiſe Men and Fools: It: teaches the one Mo- [ 
deſty, the other Caution; It intimates how ne- P 
cellay tis to know our. ſelves, and teaches us to 1 
avoid playing the fopl, by convincing us how ill 
C 05 ee . : prone 1 
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One prone we are to it. The Sum is, that He is the 
arp. N wiſeſt Man that commurs feweſt Errors, and every 
hee Man is not preſently to be rank d among Fools, 
for Mbecauſe he commits ſome. And thus, tho tis 
ed” true No Man is wile at all times is no Excuſe for 
voa Fool; yet tis a Reproof to them that are either 
ha; too forward or too ſeyere in their Reflections 
ſco- upon others, and too remiſs in a View of them- 
fore ¶ ſelves. And it ought, often to be thought on; For 
He that conſiders how eaſy tis to miſtake, that 


obſerves his own falſe Steps, and keeps the ſtrict- 
et guard upon his Tongue, ſhall make the few- 
eſt Errors in Life, and give the leaſt occafion to 
the World to take notice of- his Follies, : 


Y — 
* o 


FFT 
It is an ill Bird that fouls her 
Own Neſt. 41% Hy jr 


2 
2 


nat 

ver £4220 ” | 9 „ 
In- [Very Reflection a Man makes upon his own 
vn Country, Family, or Party, is more or leſs 


à Reflection upon himſelf. The World, tho ic 
be ill-natur'd enough, does notwithſtanding abhor 
ſuch kind of People; and conclude, that He that 
will blot Himſelf will ſpare no body; and He that 
appears diſguſted with his own Friends, will hard- 

ly find a kind? Entertainment among Strangers. 
'Tis look d upon as a Mark of a Deſerter; and all 

People, tho they love the Treaſon, hate the 
Traytor. Foreigners every. where cheriſh this 
Suſpicion, and univerſally abhor him that will re- 
40 „ e 


— 


n 4 
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proach his own Nation, and conclude ſuch . 
erſon unfit to be truſted in Theirs. For he thy 
is ſoon diſoblig d, or will reſent even an Inju 
. fo far as to ſpit in his Mother's Face; and call he 
Strumpet ; will very eaſily perſuade the Wor! 
that he is but a Baſtard at home and a Trayto 
abroad. For this reaſon a Refugee, if he be; 
Gentleman, will always ſpeak with Honour 
his own Country, tho he has hndur'd inſufferaby 
Hardſhips in it: And a Baniſh'd Man, if eve 
he had any Notion of Honour, will preſerve th; 
Character of his own Nation. If he complains 
*will be in ſuch a manner as ſhall ſecure the Re. 
putation of his Country, and, if poſſible, hi 
Prince. Tis true, ſuch a Man cannot be abſolute. 
Iy free from Reſentment; but ſtill if he be wiſe, 
| hell keep it within bounds. He'll make his Coun: 
try's Excuſe, and handſomely cover her Honour; 
He'll put his Wrongs upon the head of Error and 
popular Miſtake ; and rather judge that ſome par: 
ticular Cunning of his Enemies, made ill Infuſion 
in the People; or did him an ill turn with the 
Prince and thus procur'd his Misfortunes : Or hel 
even let em paſs in ſilence, and be taken for juſt; 
rather than accuſe his Country of Ingratitude and 
Cruelty, and expoſe her to Diſgrace. And this 
is not only the moſt honourable, but the mot 
prudent Method to get Eſteem abroad; for he 
that breaks the Rules of Good-Manners with his 
own Country, will ever be eſteem'd a Traytor or 


* X 


a Spy in another. 


Tis the ſame thing with reſpect to our Family 
or Party. It can't be deny'd but there may be 
jaſt caufe to deſert a Friendſhip or a Party; but 
the lefs noiſe tis done with, the better. For tho 
nothing be more true than that Apoſfata ef 1 
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ſor ſui ordinis, Renegades are the moſt implacable 
nemies to thoſe they deſert ; and new Converts 
re in a manner bound to be very zealous, to 


vive the beſt Proof that they don't intend to de- 


Temper 


avoid the Imputation of a Knave. 


gether in one Boſonmn 


ert back again: Yet the more angry they appear, 
he leſs thay are credited ; and therefore this 
ſhould be manag'd. with Caution. In 
ort, If a Man has juſt reaſon to go off, he 
dught to inſiſt upon it; but if he will go fur- 
her, and venture to reproach his old Friends, 
ip up their Follies, rail at their Perſons, triumph 
in their Misfortunes, and endeavour to perſe- 
ute and ruin 'em ; The World has ſo much of 
Honour left, that they will not only conclude, - 
that want of Merit among his Old Friends forc'd 
him to court New Ones, but ſuch a Man can't 
Ir | Hell by - 
thought either a Traytor, a Spy, or a Hypocrite ; 
for no Man can believe that a Good Conſcience, 
and ſo much Malice and Revenge can lodge ta- 


n 


1 


He's a Friend that ſpeaks well 


ones behind our Backs. 


Nu Proverbs upon Friendſhip and the Du- 


ties of it are pretty numerous, and will 
come often in our way. This before us is none 


of the leaſt Arguments of Love; To f 


in our Abſence, 'Tis poſlible'our Dignity, Pow- 
Ke 784 * # 2% * 1 : 85 8 . 1 Sk er, : 


zeak well 


bo . Mara Eſſays. | 


er, Art, Perſon, and Addreſs, may ' conciliate 
Reſpect, and ſecure us good words to our Face 
but he's a Friend that ſhews his Reſpect to us: t 
others, and dare own his Eſteem, to our Enemie; 
That then which is here deſign'd, is a generoy 
Defence of a Friend, when he is affronted and 
abus d out of hearing. Every Man ſome time or 
other ſtands in need of an Apology; that an Ex 
cuſe ſhould be made, à Fault cover'd, an Action 
vindicated, and his Honour clear'd; and he tha 
won't do this for an abſent Friend, is ſo far from 
deſerving this Character, that he is little ſhort of 
a treacherous Enemy. And yet nothing is more 
uſual than this ſort of Menage, among People 
that profeſs infinite value for you to your face. 
They'll let the moſt ſcandalous Reproaches paſ; 
upon you, and think themſelves ſufficiently ex- 
cus d, and conform'd to the Rules of Friendſhip, 
if they don't join in the Abuſe, are ſilent, or at 
moſt make ſome cold Reply, and partial Defence, 
that were better let alone, and does more harm 

to your Reputation, than if they had heartily 
rail'd on you. 3 


But true Friendſhip is accompany'd with Zeal : 
It fires a Man's Soul to hear his Friend inſulted : 
He's ready to take care of His Honour as of 
his own Life, and will venture to diſoblige 


the .Slanderer, rather than hear Indignities cait f C 
upon a Friend. Thus Friends look upon them- ö 
ſelves as each other's Guardian, and take the . 
Laws of Amity to be Offenſive and Defenſive. 10 
Ihe leaſt a Man of Virtue can do in ſuch a Caſe, Ml © 
is, not to ſuffer a Diſcourſe in his Company to f. 
the prejugice of his Friend; by which he at once 8 
owns and vindicates. the Perſon he loves, and i | 
ſhews his O f urage and his Affection together. 5 


XXV. Leave 
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eave the Court before the Court 
leave Thee. FSI 


ro . 30000 
4 of *HE Courts of Princes are a Stage on which 
ore Virtue and Vice have a perpetual Struggle, 
0 | 2 © - 
vl. nd the laſt for the moſt part gets the Victory. 
Ple . © - ; 
der or can the moſt virtuous Prince in the World 


ntirely prevent it > For where Riches and Ho- 
our are the Prize, the Game will be plaid with 


en . | 
hip, Mart , and many a coggd Die paſs unſeen. 
r a: Ambition will always be ſerv'd by Flattery and. 
ice Malſhood. Nothing wou'd be more pleaſant than 
arm eo obſerve the different Turns and Humours of 
til} Courtiers, even from the Fire-makers and Ne- 
) ceſſary- Women, to the Groom of the Stole and 
Grand Vizier : If *ewere poflible to take ſuch a 
al: View, with the Safety of our own Virtue, Ho- 
. nour, and Ears. For, by the way, theſe ſort of 
- of People are the moſt impatient upon any notice 
ige taken of their Follies, of any in the World: And 
cat Wome who have been forward to pry into their 
nm. Conduct, have paid for their Curioſity at the 
the Price of an Ear, or a Noſe, or ſome ſuch Trifle ; 


ve, which I don't think however worth venturing, 
iſe, for all the Satisfaction the View of their Intrigues 
to cou d give me. Nor is there any great occafion 
5 for a buſy Search to find their Impertinences. 5 
and For tho they wou'd have the ſame Privilege 

Which protects em from paying their Debts, - 
oY 1 es pte- 
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yet tis impoflible, becaufe they always take car 


the World with Satyr enough ; and perhaps'tis the 


—— dh-*— wh 


—_— _—— 


1 Sat being” © 


for a falſe Step, that few are able to preſerve their 
Virtue and their Place; and none ever intirely 


- Virtue may be in our own Power, our Good Name 


preſerve em too from the Cenſure of the World, 


to expoſe one another, and either from a Princi. 
ple of Fidelity to the Prince, or of Envy to ſome 
Favourite, for Good Will or III Will, ſome or 
other of their own Number will always furniſh 


greateſt Happineſs of moſt Kingdoms that they B 
— > — 
In | ” | | | 1 5 1p 
However, tis not my Humour to rail at Court his 
as moſt do, in order to get into em; nor do ||?" 
think em half ſo bad as the Populace are ready ue 
judge: I think the Cenſure of a great Man a li. de 
tle too ſevere, who always gave it as Advice to ho. 
Friends: Never, ſays he, ſo much as ſpeak of oi 
ce Men in Power, for if you ſay any ill of eme 
ee *tis within their Reach to be Reveng d on your ut 
* Perſon or Eſtate, for the Freedom of your WP" 
© Tongue: And if you ſay any good of em, MF" 
© you deſerve to be chaſtis d for the Falſhood of he 
cc jt. Now, I ſay, I think this a little too ſevere ; 48 
for doubtleſs there are Men of Honour and ſtria Nhe 
Virtue to be found within the Verge ; tho' it be WIR? 
extreamly difficult for em to keep their Standing, e 
becauſe the Temptations to be otherwiſe are nu- i he 
merous. Tis a common Court Plea, that 'tis of 
Prudence to comply with ſome ill Counſel, to . 
prevent others from giving worſe. But then as 
this ſuppoſes the Prince either Wilful or Weak, ſo G 
it requires ſo much Wiſdom to carry even in fo 0 
nice a Point; and ſo many are upon the watch C 


kept their Reputation. For how much ſoever 


is in the Power of others! This always lies at the 
| tO f Mercy 


* 
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hemſelves. 
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ercy of a Faction, and they that deſign to have 


ny Man Out, begin firſt to blacken Him, not 
hat they are convinc d of his Guilt, or deſire 


is Poſt may be better ſupplied; but becauſe they 
ave a mind to the Honour and Profit of it 


But that which is the greateſt Blot in Men of 


his Character, is the Unſteadineſs of their Friend- 
Whips | Many a fine Gentleman has been ruin'd by 


his means, and been puſh'd down by that very 
and that rais'd him to Preferment. For if the 
ew Courtier happens to miſcarry, tis not con- 
der d whether it were thro' Weakneſs or Fal- 
hood; whether the Work he was aſſign d, were 
>offible or not; or whether ſome Accidents which 
ou'd not be foreſeen interrupted his Succeſs ; 
but even his Patron thinks himſelf oblig'd to drop 
im, and move for the Diſgrace of his.own Crea- 
ure, only to ſecure himſelf from Suſpicion, and 
he Clamour of thofe who are glad of an advan- 
age, and were curious and attentive in obſerving 
he Conduct of him and his Friends. Now this 
makes the advice of the Proverb ſeaſonable; the 
well timing a Retreat is the Glory of it, and ſhews / 
the Foreſight and Conduct of a General. If ſome 
of the greateſt Men had underſtood the juſt ſeaſon 
to Retire, it had ſav'd em their Honour and Life 
too. And as twas ſaid of Pompey that had he died 
of his Feaver when all Rome were ſupplicating the 
God's for his Life. His Glory had been compleat, 
his Fame immortal and unſpotted: He had not 
been beaten by Czſar, nor baſely Murder'd by 
Prolomy : So if ſome Stateſmen wou'd quit the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Court, and be content with mode- 
rate Glory, and not Tempt Fortune by endeavou- 
ring to Riſe, they wou'd add to the Luſtre of their 
e own 


64 Moral Efſas' 
own Virtue, go off admird and eſteem'd, ant 
preſerve their Life and Innocence together. 


But then to do this in the proper Seaſon, is the 
niceſt Point in the World! A Man of Honout 
ought never to forſake the Helm when the Shij 
is in a Storm, for Pilots are not made for 1 
Calm. Tis ſometime fit and even neceſſar) 
that a brave Man ſhou'd ſingly oppoſe a Faction; 
Open his Boſom to receive the Stabs of Reproach, 
Offer his Fortune, and even his Head a Sacrifice 
for the Service of his Country and his Prince; 
Honour: For to ſneak off when ſo Noble a Dan. 

er approaches, is below a Man of Virtue, who 
is always a Man of Conſtancy and Courage: but 
then theſe Caſes are very rare. To be ſhor 
therefore, a Courtier ſhould always have Judg. 
ment enough to foreſee a Storm; know whether 
he is able to Ride it out, and in what time it 
may be fit to retire; He onght to have ad. 
dreſs enough to ſecure the Favour of his Prince, 
or get foon enough out of reach of his Frown 
He ſhou'd chuſe rather to Deſert than be De- 
ſerted; to Reſign than to be turn'd Out: Unleſ; 
where the laſt will be a mark of Honour, and 
the firſt a real Diſgrace. I Pak. ES. 
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ar Abſent ſoon Forgotten. 


ach 

fic LL, OR, | 171 
ut of Sight out of Mind. 

im = F 1 

but Riendſhip is one of the greateſt Satisfactions 
non of Life, but the moſt difficult to form as it 
dg. pught to be. If it be well choſen tis inviolable, 


dtherwiſe tis the eaſieſt thing in the World to diſ- 
olve; The Proverb is a Reproof to them that are 


ad- pt to forget a Friend, and is us d by way of Re- 
ice, ¶ entment as a keen Reflection upon thoſe, who up- 
5 dn a little Abſence, preſently contract new Friend- 


ips, and cancel all the · Sacred Obligations they 


here is ſomewhat Natural, and not at all Vicious 
or Unkind, in the change or abating of ſome 
Friendſhip's; for when the Abſence or Diſtance 
is ſuch, as in its own Nature it forbids us the En- 


to keep up that Ardour and full Indearment as the 


and ſupports: The Reaſon is evident, for theſe 
can only be kept Alive by mutual acts of ur- 
teſie and Love; but when the Exerciſe is impra- 
cticable, the Habit muſt abate in proportion, and 
loſe its Power upon the Mind: For whatever 
Force there may be in Platonick Love, it can't o- 
. 1 FP perats - 


Far 


ere under to the old. However it muſt be ſaid, 


joyment and Uſe one of another; Tis impoſſible 


Preſence and Converſe of Friends, both kindles 


+ 
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perate at too great a Diſtance, it muſt be loſt ii 
Long Abſence, becauſe it will have no Objeq 
but by Imagination, which in time grows coc 
and turns to ſome nearer Thing, that will give 
our Thoughts more Satisfaction. Upon this Ac. 
count the Antients form'd this Proverb with ano. 
ther Turn, and faid, 


TE'AOY NALONTRZ Ar OT'K EIED TAOPD. 

Friends dwelling afar off are no Friends. 
AND | 

TIOAAN'S @IAVAS ATIPOERTOPT'A ATE'ATESR. 


Want of Conyerlation diſſolves Friendſhips. 


For by this means the Exerciſe of Friendſhip 
being cut off, the flame of Neceſſity goes out for 
want of proper Fuel to ſuſtain and increaſe it. 
Hereupon all that the moſt Sacred Friendſhip can 
demand in this caſe, is the ſame ſhare in our E- 
ſteem of an Abſent as of a dead Friend; to whoſe 
Memory many Acknowledgments and Offices of 
Reſpect are due. And as in this Senſe Friendſhip 
is indeed Immortal, and can never Die, becauſe 
the Survivor venerates the Aſhes of the Departed, 

and delights in the Reflection on the paſt Satisfa- dy 
ctions they took together: So no Diſtance can 
deſtroy the Memory of a Friend who is always in Me 
the Breaſt of a Man of Honour, tho' it may pre- 
vent the actual Enjoyment, and deny us the full 
Pleaſure we defire. But for thoſe Wanton Peo- 
who contra Friendſhips upon ſight, and dil- 
lde em in the twinkling of an Eye, that are, 
your humble Servant, dear Friend; moſt Aﬀeti- 
onate, and all the tendereſt Compliments in a 


LE 


rorld to your Face; but when your Back is 
urn'd, think no more of you than if you were 
t the Antipodes | They are the Contempt of Wiſe 
en and the Admiration only of Fools. - 


oſt ii 


Ac. . 5 5 Dey 

ano Bat there is good Advice too in another Senſe 
f theſe Proverbs; They give us a Seaſonable 
Admonition, That tis good to be in the way of 
hoſe from whom we expect a Benefit; for out 
pf Sight out of Mind, has often ſpoil'd a Legacy, 
nd loſt a Favour ! Tisn't good to be out of 
he way of Fortune, or to gies Perſon occaſion 
o ſay, © Dear Sir, if you had bur apply'd to me 


oY”. 


g. your Affair had been aecompliſh'd, but I vow 

0 i did not think of you! For tho' this may be 
. dnly a Pretence, yet it is unanfwerable ; and 
| twou'd vex a Man to have it faid, that he loſt 
dſbp Benefit only for want of a Viſit. However this 
t for equires a great deal of Modeſty and Caution. 
ſe i. ome People love to be Carefs'd, and frequently 
» can ttended, others ſuſpect that every time you come 
ur Eis to gape for their laſt Will, and in hopes to 
-hoſe find your ſelf. in It. There is a ſort of odions 
es Of Importunity; and when People flock to a. ſick 
ſhip Uncle like Eagles about à Dying Carcaſs; 
aufe t wou'd juſtly provoke a Man to renounce em, 
rted and make his Heirs the Poor of the Pariſn. But 
risfa. by 2 Prudent Addreſs, this Miſchief may be a- 
can voided; and a Man may lie fair in the Way, with 
ys in N out appearing too Eager and Officieus.. 
Z 8 i 
full Fg] 
Peo- ; | 
diſ- 
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Pogo iS Eleven Points 0 


| Poin of any Law in.the World. 1 


another can make out his Right ; and indeed 


kept what he had no Title to, and frighten 
right Owner out of his Propriety, by a big Sen- 


XXVII. 


e 


. 


K 4 
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e the Law. | 


"H I g Proverb 1 n't be firialy underſtood 
for meer. Poſſeſſion is not ſo munch : as ont 


1 is _ a Notion of kg but In 
i the Rule of Right; and therefore he that ha 
this one Point of Right, net only may, but ought 
to diſpute the Eleven Points of Poſſeſſion with + 
ny Man in the World. If there be Honeſt 
and Senſe left among Mankind, he can't fail fi 
Recovery, let who will be the Judge. For Poſſe. 
fion can never give a Title to any. thing to which 


Poſſeſſion without Right is Robbery. z: ought to 
be call'd by that Name, and the Poſſeſſor be creat: 
ed:accordingly., The true Original: therefore of 
this Saying was. from ſome Oppreſſor, ho made 


Power ſupply What the Law cou dnit do; and in- 


ſtead of Right, which is always Sacred, un nut d 
d the 


tence that had nothing in it! And thus it paſsd 


Into a Proverb, not becauſe Mankind approve of 


fo wicked a Notion, but becauſe Wicked Men 


act as if they believ'd that to be true which they 


know to be falſe ! Thus many a rich Man keeps 
| an Mor 


on Curious Proverbs, 69 
Eſtate that's none of his own ; not becauſe his 
offefion gives him a Title, and makes the Sei- 
re juſt; but becauſe his poor Neighbour is Bul- 
„d by his big appearance, and dare not venture 


> contend with him for his Right. 


— 


Now this is a very fooliſh Notion among the 
oor, to whom the Rich take care to make the 
aw 2 Bugbear. For after all our Complaints of 
e Lawyers and the Law, there'is no Man in this 
ingdom too big for either : He that has a Right 
d any thing worth while, may make the greateſt 
an in England deliver the Poſſeſſion in ſpight of 
is Teeth, and the Proverb to boot. Tis other- 


iſe indeed where the Right is only recoverable 
hay force, as in Uſurper's Poſſeſſion of a Crown; 
gr in this Caſe the weakeſt muſt loſe the Throne, 
h nd the longeſt Sword will keep Poſſeflion : But 
el When tis till but Uſurpation and Violence, and can 
laß erer become a Right by the meer vertue of Pow- 
_ r to the End of the World ! | 
leed | TL OIL Ing 
Cat- 1 : | 
e of | b 
ade | XX VIIL #16 
ont pour Water on a drown'd 


Jomt add Affliction to the Afflicted, is the 
plain Engliſh of this Proverb; a Lecture 


he ill natur'd' World very much needs: For the 
common Practice is to inſult and tread upon the 


28 . . AGd BC... 
Necks of the Oppreſs d; and he thar's falling, 
ſhall have every Man lend him a Hand, not tg 
ſupport him, or break the violence of the Fal, 
but to puſh him down. For fear he ſhou'd tis 
again, the Malicious World call for more Sack 
upon the Mill, lay on, load, and leave the Pog 
Man to get out as well as he can. Now this is ſ 
inhumane a Thing, that ſuch People ought t 
Bluſh when they call themſelves Men; and mor, 
when the Hy pocrites uſurp the Sacred Characte 
of Chriſtian. And yet ſome People fancy they 
have a juſt Pretence to this ſort of Carriage: fo 
if a Man's Misfortunes are the effect of his ow 
Follies, they conclude he ought to be Reproach i 
and while they are reckoning up a few real Fault 
make a great many Imaginary one's. It he un 
but once in his Life in Drink, they paſs him thr 
the Town for a Sot ; and if but once he happen 
to touch a Card, Oh then this comes of Gaming 
And a Man's own Friends will Tieze and Wor 

him, Reprove, Catechiſe and Rattle him 1 
ſevere a Rate, that a Wiſe Man wou'd chuſe t 
have dropt into his Grave, rather than to ha 
ſtood in need of their Pity, or lay'n at the Mer 


of their Tongues. : 
But now this is .both Error and Wickednek 
If it be without Spight, 'tis yet the fooliſheſt thing 
in the World; for to what purpoſe is it to mak 
ſo much Noife how our Friend fell: The trut 
Kindneſs is to lift him up; or if they don't intend 
this, tis certain they ought not to take upon en 
ſo much, nor be ſo free with his Reputation. l 
they are reſoly'd he {hall never be oblig d to en 
for a Favour, they ought at leaſt to leave the Poor 
Man as he lies in the Dirt; And if they „ 


7 9 
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paſs by, like the Levite, they may have the De- 
ency not to abuſe and throw Stones at him in 
3 Sorrows. If they pretend that this is the pro- 
der time to fet their Friends Sins in order before 
Jim, and ſhew him his falſe Steps; I muſt be ex- 
us d, if I don't approve ſuch a Conduct, for 
People in Affliction are very Tender, Suſpitious 
ind Touchy, Propter ſuam Impotentiam ſe ſemper 
redunt negligi, and will take your Correction or 
Reproach. Beſides, wou'd a Man when his Friend 
ad broke his Leg in the Street, come and tell 
him, Ay this comes o' Drunkenneſs ! No, take 
him up and put him under Cure, and when there 
is ſome hopes of It, let your Reproofs be ſuitable, 
and apply em as briskly as you will; but till the 
firſt Sorrow be a little alleviated, don't increaſe it 
by an unſeaſonable Diſcourſe, by what Follies it 
was brought upon Him. But what if all this be but 
Pretence and Malice at the Bottom of it! There 
are ſuch People plenty in the World, that of pure 
Spight traduce the Poor and Afflicted, ſtudy to 
deſtroy their Neighbours Reputation, on purpoſe 
to keep the few good Men that are in the World 
from being Kind and Charitable to Him! That 
forget the very Nature of Man, and the common 
Turns of Providence ! That never think this may 
be my own Lot that is now my NOTE: 
And how juſt ic wou'd be, that when they whe 
had no Pity, fhall be oblig'd to cry, Pity me all ye 
that paſs * They ſhou'd find themſelves Mock d, 
Scorn'd, 
to. wee; others! To conclude, he that has no 
Compaſſion, has no Charity; and tho Pity be a 
cheap Virtue, becauſe always in our Power, and 
a good Word cofts nothing; yet tis fome Relief 
to the Afflicted, tho it won't deliver out of Trou- 


eproach'd, and Inſulted ; as they us'd _ 
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ble, twill be ſome Comfort under it. The eaſiet 
tis to do this Duty, the greater Sin tis to negled 
It. And if good Nature don't engage your Affe 
ction to do Good, why ſhou'd Envy and Malice 
move you to do Miſ chief? © 
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H E Virtue and Wiſdom of this Proverb, is 
a good Argument of its Antiquity, or at 
leaſt, that it had its Original in a Sober and Vu- 
tuous Age; before Men took the Liberty they 
have done of late, to Banter all the Solemn Inſti- 
tutions of God! The Modern Men of Wit have 
been particularly Scurrillous upon this Holy Rite; 
have made it the ſubje& of Scorn and Contempt, 
and play'd many lew'd Proverbs upon Ma- 
trimony, which are not worth our Notice, un- 
leſs to expoſe em. But this iſn't the worſt, the 
Humour of this lat Age is ſomewhat Peculiar: 
Satyrs are written againſt both Man and Woman 
Thus the Glory of the Creation is by theſe Im- WI: 
„ ob Crete = 1 


* 
< 
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ious Wits engag'd in an Inhumane War, and 
ankind tempted to throw off the Natural Affe- 
tion and Reſpect that the Divine Wiſdom intend- 
d to perpetuate; by a diſtinction of . Sexes. But 
he Deſign is to Baniſh Marriage, and make the 
world a Common! That Men and Women ſhou'd 
e a little in Humour for. an Hour, to pleaſe; a 
agrant Appetite, and all the reſt of their Life in 
continu d Snarle, Contradiction, Hatred and In- 
nie Diſorde mm d 2 181 ue 


But a little ſerious Thought will diſcover the 
lagrant Wickedneſs of this trifling with Sacred 
Things. A Satyr againſt Marriage, is a Satyr 
won God who is the Author of it, and has made 
t the Glory and Perfection of this Life. He has 

aid, *Tis not good for Man to be alone, that is, To 


ve Single; For tis plain, nothing elſe can be 
he meaning of the Text, by the following Words, 
will make him an Help-Meet for bim: And upon this 


Reſolution he bleſs'd'him with that beauteous Com- 


{anion to be the Delight of Mankind, and Partner 
b, is f our Care. But theſe Wretches fly in his Face, 
r at Wd turn the Reſult of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
Vir- f God into Jeſt and Lampoon, Satyr and Re- 
they Hproach! Now our Proverb takes quite another 
nſti- ourſe, and gives Honour to this Sacred Union. 
nave le derives the Original of it from the Inſtitution 
Lite; of Infinite Wiſdom : And the Order and Conduct 
npt, of it is ſuppos'd to be under the Care of Divine 
Ma- Providence; and this Notion tends to preſerve 
un- the Dignity and Eſteem of each Sex, ſecure 
the the Happineſs of the World, and keep up a Sacred. 


Love in our Boſoms to each other. For this Rea- 
an! ¶ ſon, a Wiſe and good Man ought not to give the 
n- leaſt Countenance to the ill Jeſts upon this Holy 
10us State, but keep up the Honour of it ; for if this 

8 e en _ vagrane 
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Humour of Ridicule go on, the Conſequenc 

muſt be terrible: That which is pretended oj 
to be in Jeſt, we fee has riſen up to the moſt In 
pious Blaſphemy in Earneſt! Numerous Sepayl 
tions, Divorces, multiply'd Adulteries, and Sit 
not to be nam'd, have already been the Genuin 
Fruits of this Contempt of Marriage; and mol 

of this Impiety may be fear'd ; For when the Rt 
due to ſo Holy an Obligation, and the thi | 

t ſelf is become a Jeſt, the Reaſon which ſhoy! 
keep us in the Duties of ſuch a State, muſt lol 
| its Power, and the Love, Honour and Obedienc 
vow'd at the Altar be forgot of Courſe ! Be ſun 
then to Improve this Notion, that God has tit 


the Sacred Bond; Ask his Direction in yon 
Choice; keep to the Rules Infinite Wiſdom hy ate 
preſeribd in your Management, and the Reſit ; 
will be a Satisfaction which the looſe e e 
ws World can never give. | — 
Re 1 1 qui 
5 „N he 
3 „„ Bot boo ine 
Unadvisd has often . + 
. x fer 
0 R, | thi 
o 
| Two Heads are better than One on 
Sth, Ac 
a7 EN of a forward. enterprizing Gini A 
IVI are uſually impatient of Advice; neither At 
Ak nor Receive it: and hence they are as often m 
fore” d to 10 55 by che pred and — 2 
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ceſs of theif Buſineſs. The Pain in this cafe 
„ecomes many times inſupportable; for he that — 
„ oves intirely upon his own Head, has no Partner - 
che Burden can't diſcharge himſelf of the 
eproach, nor expect any to aſſiſt or ſupport 
im. Thus raſh, inconſiderate People, make 
eir own Misfortunes, and increaſe the weight 
f'em ; becauſe they have no Right to Pity, nor 
o Perſon to Blame: For tho neither of theſe can 
de an Excuſe or Remedy for a fooliſh Action; yet 
iey both ſerve to leſſen the Force of our Sorrow; 
ind reconcile us to the Diſappointment. - For 
his Reaſon he ſhou'd be very ſure that undertakes 
my Deſign without Council; tho if the Matter 
de of Moment, no Account can be given that a- 
ny Man ſhou'd run the Venture. At leaſt, there 
are ſo many Advantages by conſulting à Friend, 
chat the doing it in all Cafes that will admit on't, 
muſt be eſteem d proper; and 'tis ſcarce poſſible, 
any ill Conſequence ſhou'd follow from this : E- 
quivalent to the Hazard of acting without it, and 
the Severity of our After-Thoughts, when ic ap- 
pears that the neglect of Advice has led us into 
inextricable Difficulties, and brought that Re- 
proach on us we can't throw off. *Tis true, a 
Man iſn't oblig'd to take every Advice that's of- 
fer d; nor to force his own Judgment to perſue 
the Dictates of another. This is Raviſhing our 
own Reaſon, and being a Minor all the Days of 
one's Life : But yet he's oblig'd to Conſult and 
Adviſe ; to weigh the Force and Reaſon of the 
Advice, that the Reſult may be well grounded. 
And tis wo to One 3 e e 4 
mong Friends, on any Affair, ſome what may be I 
H e, and ſtarted, that was beſore out Pont — — 


— 


uc Thought, which may direct eo a wiſe * 
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and proſperous Iſſue. A Man muſt' make a ver 
ill Choice of his Council if this don't happen; 
and if it does, twill be to no purpoſe, if we a9 


give it under their Hand that their Cauſe iſh 


without the Ruin of his Affairs, the diſobliging 
his Friends, the loſs of his own Reputation, and 


 Polifh, than Force is to Conquer em; and when 


Advice, as many People do, with a Reſolutic 
not to be govern'd by it. This is. another perverk, 
Humour, by which Men haſten their own Ruin: 
Some are guilty of it in things of the greateſ 
Import and Hazard; and tho' the beſt Cound 


good, will boaſt of the Merits of it ; enter on the 
Suit, and follow it upon the Force of their own 
Fancy, fed by a Spiteful, Litigious, Querruloy 
Humour, tho the Iſſue be Poverty and a Jail! Ii 
fine, it ſhall rarely happen, that he who asks no 
Advice, or goes againſt all that's given, comes off 


the troubleſome Reflections of his own Mind, a; 


his Puniſhment. | 
; -" _—_ 
Ag Tron: Anil Wand have. 3 


A Ron gb, Stubborn, and Perverſe Humour, 
M muſt be: manag'd with the more tender 
Addreſs. Art is of much more. uſe to Soften and 


the laſt is impracticable, the other Inſinuates, en- 
ters the Mind, collects the Affections, and oy 
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e troubleſome Paſſions of the Soul. A Blow of 
ne hard thing upon another, will make a great 
oiſe, but leave no Impreſſion. The Rebound 
ery often hurts the Striker, and the Miſchief 
eople indiſcreetly think to do a Potent Enemy, 
turns for want of Skill upon their own Head; 


in nd while two Flints are knock d againſt each o- 
tek er , the Fire, tho' it be at firſt but a Spark, 
rows up to a Flame that iſn't eaſily extinguiſh'd. 

lereupon if we wou'd ſuit Tempers, it muſtn't 
the by putting the Moroſe, Proud, and Quarrel- 
Wn 


ome together, but that the Soft and Kind may 


lou-duce the Rough and Unpoliſh'd, to an agreea- 
ne Converſation. It ſhou'd always be ob- 
 noW&-ry'd in Life, to uſe tender and affectionate Ad- 
s ol Wrefſes to a ſtubborn Child; ſoft Anſwers to a 
* oroſe Husband, modeſt and decent Submiſſions 
an 


o a Haughty Prince; for this either changes the 
Il Temper of the two former, or leſſens the Re- 
utation of the laſt, which is as good a ſtep to o- 
erturn Tyranny as can be deſir'd, and the leſs 
orce will deſtroy Exorbitant Power, when it is 
ecome Odious, as it muſt do of courſe, when it 

s not corrected by the Modeſt Behaviour of the 
Dppreſfed. There is ſomewhat ſo lovely in Hu- 
ility, that every Body's Hand will be againſt 
im that won't hearken to Modeſt Petitioners ; So 
hat this Management has always conduc'd more 
o the Ruin of Tyrants than any thing : Ic at once 
uſtifies the rougher Meaſures, and makes wa 
or their Succeſs, which cou'd never be obtain d 


dy direct Blows, without the aſſiſtance of ſome 
ider {Wartful Management. The ſeaſonable Application 
and ef which is a great point of Wifdom, ought to 
hen be well ſtudy'd, that we may not betray our own 


Virtue, and prompt others to Vice, by too ten- 
"TY e der 


1 


der Correction, or by Flattery on the one Han 
nor loſe the opportunity of ſoftning an Eneny 


$ 


and preſerving our ſelves from Oppreſſion, M bli 
P 
—— EE  COOOO Ons ien 


F 
He's an Ill Companion that ha 
a good Memory. 


A Good Companionable Humour, is a vuſci 

4 Virtue ; it ſecures the juſt Liberties of Cov 
verfation, and anſwers the true Deſign of it. 4 
Sociable Life is the Eaw of Humane Nature, an 
our particular Choice of this Company, or Tha, 
Reſults from a Deſire of Pleaſure. Nature ha 
fix'd our Dependance one upon another, and o 
has made Converſation neceſſary; for without i 
no Man can know the Need we have of him; 
nor. can we ask his Favour upon Occaſion, and 
fo Vice Verſa, he can make no uſe of us. Hen 
it follows, that an Eaſineſs and Freedom of Ac- 
ceſs of one Man to another ; and a generous En- 
dearment, Truſt and Confidence in Society, which 
j is what I mean by a good Companionable Hu: 
3 mour, is a very great Virtue, becauſe ic anſwer 


the Neceflity and Pleaſure of Life. Now among al Ce. 
= - Civiliz'd People, this Temper has always beenoci, 
= Cultivated by Eating and Drinking together; be- ner 
= cauſe as this Sort of Converſation has a naturalMery 


5 Air of Friendſhip and Love, ſo it is us d to Im- 
=—_ V | prone 
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ove em. Hence among the Antients, when 
riendſhip was to be Contracted or Reſtor d, the 
bligations to Love Were conhrm'd at Table : 
rom whence tis ſuppos d came the Expreſſion, 


land 
emp 


> Ui 


iends undertook to be each others Defence. 
t becauſe there's a Temptation to Exceſs in 
iis Point, and a Sort of Witchcraft in Company 
d the Bottle, and the Charms of good Fellow- 
ip are apt to Intoxicate : Rules for the Conduct 

this Part of our Life are of admirable Uſe. 
nd to give em in ſhort our Converſation with 
e Glaſs ſhou'd always be with 


BRIETY, INNOCENCE and FREEDOM. 


Leu if Lewdneſs and Exceſs enter our Converſa- 
. A on, all the Ends and Purpoſes of it are loſt ; 
au hat that ſhou'd be the Pleaſure of Life, becomes 
1. e Poiſon of our Virtue, and expoſes to a mul- 


tude of Follies; and therefore a Man ought ne- 
er to enter a Tavern, but with a Guard upon 
is Appetite, and never ſuffer the Wine to inflame 
is Eye, or give a vicious Liberty to his Tongue. 
ut ſome other Proverbs give us Variety of In- 


enc traction as to Sobriety and Innocence: This is 
Ac. eſign d to ſecure the freedom of our Converſe 
Er ich each other. Now by Freedom, no Man 
ich uſt ſuppoſe a Liberty to be Rude, talk Imperti- 
Hu: ently, make a Noiſe, affront Authority, or en- 
Weg our Company in Faction: For He that has 


Companion bat a Maſter, and every Member of 
ociety ought to be ſubject to the Laws of it. But 
here ought to be a Sacred Secreſy, which is the 
ery Soul of Familiar Converſation , that if a Man 
nou'd make a Trip in the Heat of Argument or 


| Pledge you when they Drank; to ſhew that 


might become a Snare to em. And the Greek Sages al way 


go me Eſſays * 
Wine, it ſnou'dn't preſently become the Diſcoui 
of the Town; and his Reputation and Fqrtung 
as it ſometimes happens, be Ruin'd, becauſ 
he has ſpoke a Bold or Unſeaſonable Truth 
has a little too freely found Fault, or perhay 
committed One. Thoſe that betray a Familiz 
Diſcourſe, are not Companions, but Spies an 
Informers ; Hated by all Men of. Virtue and H 
nour. They are a Sort of People, who a 
K naves or Fools: If the former, they endeavoy 
to prompt Diſcourſe with Deſign to betray it 
If the latter, they are glad of another Man's Fo 
ly, becauſe it gives ſome Countenance to thei 
own ; and becauſe they hope for a Majority d 
Fools, are infinitely pleas'd to Report the Erro 
Slips and Impertinences of others : And the 
have this Spiteful Humour, that tho' they har 
a very exact Memory to retain another Man 
Faults, yet they always forget his Virtues, 


 Hereupon this Proverb is deſign'd againſt Vil 
Obſervators, and Betrayers of Converſe, whck 
good Memory. is the Repoſitory of other Men 
Failings ; and che Aſſiſtant to their Envy and Mz 
lice. Wiſe Men have always ſet a Mark upon thi 
Vice, and one of the greateſt Men in the World ſig 
nifies his utmoſt Abhorrence of this Sort of Spies; 
for he makes it one of the greateſt Curſes he wou 
wiſh to his Inveterate Enemies, That their Taj 


lock'd upon ſuch Companions as the worſt Sort d 
Traytors; And their Proverb has a great deal d 
Spirit in it, | 7 ; 


MIZq MNH'MONA ETMITO'THN. 


1 hate a good Fellow with @ gro Mem:ry. : 


No more need be ſaid; But I wou'd have every 


our : 
— e obſerve, that he that falls once into the Com- 
caull ny of ſuch Vermin has a Misfortune; but if he 


nture a ſecond time, tis an Unpardonable Fault. 


FEE et,. "yy ; 
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* ,ome let's be Friends and put 
y i out the Devil's Eye: 6 
thei e O R, 

ar orgiveneſs and a Smile is the 
the n : | 3 


beſt Revenge. 


"HE Inſtruction of theſe Proverbs is very 
Significant and Serviceable. Tis a check 


o our Paſſions, and ſerves to cool and recover a 
vhet lan in the heat and hurry of a Quarrel ; gives 
Men me to our Judgment to recollect it ſelf, and re- 
Med upon the Miſchief and ill Conſequence of 
n thinning up our Anger too high, and ſuffering 
1d fie Fire too long in our Bolom. Anger is a Tur- 
pics; ulent Paſſion; and if it ben't corrected, will be 
vou ure to work off all good Nature, and introduce 
Tany and Hatred, Malice and Revenge. And 
way Revenge be ſaid to be Sweet, It is in reality 
ort off®Wyuite otherwiſe : Tis inſatiable, and an inexprei- 


ible Torment, deſtroys the Pleaſure of our 
Mind, makes a Man uneaſie to himſelf, and Odi- 

dus to every Bod elſe. To be Implacable 1s an 
Evidence that a Man is upon the Fret, and Un- 


R Principles of Malice are in their Aſcendant, Go- 
111 5 = 
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eaſie within: That the Fire is fix d, and the black 
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vern the Intentions, and direct the Deſires ani 
Actions of the Mind. Now nothing can be mon 
a Torment; tis impoſſible to taſte any Pleaſun 
where the Soul is ſo much diſorder d: For: 
there are real Charms and Delight, when Lon 
and good Nature, rule and occupy the Powers 
the Soul; ſo there is a rigid Horror and Chagry 
in Envy, Malice and Revenge! To be alway 
| Reſenting and Reflecting upon ſomewhat that 
Ill, and have our Meditations continually fun u 
on Injury and Affront, racks the very Soul, au 
ſhuts out all Objects that wou'd Delight an 
Pleaſe: A Man is ready to Quarrel with ever 
Body, that is upon ſo ill Terms within himſelf 
and His ill Nature draws on every one's'Reſett 
ment, and brings him into univerſal Difreſpe 
and Abhorrence. 8 | 


We are here therefore under good Advice, Me 
put an end to a Quarrel as ſoon as poſſible. Then 
is an admirable Quickneſs in the Thought, Cn 
let's be Friends; For the ſooner the Heat abates th 
better. Anger ſhou'dn't be cheriſh'd a Moment 
for tis impoſſible to judge well and act regula, 
when the Mind is Rufff'd, and the Paſſions in! 
Ferment. One Provocation excites another, anl 
the Vexation increaſes upon the Debate. But tan. 
Proverb it ſelf gives us the beft Argument in tina 
World to this purpoſe, Ler's put out the Devils Ext 
There's a great deal of Spirit and Senſe in thi 
For a. Man is never more expos'd to Temptatio 
than in the Flurry of his Paſſions. He lies opel 
and without Guard to the worſt and blackeſt In ver 
preſſion; His Reſolution and Conſent are card 
in his own Power, and the Devil is pleas d wid 
our Folly, and knows how to improve the At 
vantage: T'is by. our Paſſions he has Acceſs 5 


0” 


83 FP Moral Bſſays © 
Content with Submiſſion, or Acknowledgment 
no nor Reſtitution it felWf :' the Malice muſt h. 
Gratify'd as well as Juſtice, or nothing paſſes fi 
Satisfaction, with People diſpos'd to It. They in 
fiſt upon being Judge in their own Caſe, and a 
Ways exceed in the Puniſhment © The Senteng 
ifn't paſs'd upon the Crime, bat proportion'd 
che Malice of their Mine. 
Now this is both Unjuſt and Diſhonourable: l 
and Nature and Cruelty, the buſie Projects of 
Malicious Inclination, are the uneaſieſt Things i 
the World! A Man is at War with himſelf, whi 
he Proſecutes his Enemy; tis fruitleſs too. an 
infignificant : For what Profit is there in makiy 
Dice of another Man's Bones? The Cries of the \| 
ctims of Malice are no real Advantage; nor cu 
another's Ruin be our Benefit, but Diſgrace ! By 
in Pardon and Forgiveneſs there is always He 
nour, and the Reflection is Pleaſant, Satisfies aul 
Charms; ſhews One to be Maſter of One's ſel 
and argues Kindneſs and Beneficence to other; 
Which always gives Reputation, foftens an En 
my, conciliates Friendſhips, and gives Opporti 
| _ to Increaſe, both in Honour and Fortune 
oy 8 . 


II. Never look ſo much upon the Injury as on the Ci 
ſequence of purſuing the Quarril. Revenge impron 
by the Prerence that the Injury is too big for Pa 
don: But. People are but ill Judges in a Paflion 
and make a Mountain of a Mole-hill. We mas 
' nithea Trifle, and add force to the Provocation 
buy the Aggravation of It in our own Mind. Thi 

is repeating the Injury, and torturing our ſelve: 
An Enemy can't hurt us ſo much by an Affron 
_ as we do ourſelves by Reſentment. The oy 
be ; | fe 
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uſt (ſs lc the more by our ſevere. Application ; and we 
es ful eep a Reproach alive that wou'd Die upon our 


eing cool and out of Paſſion. The Wriggle and 
neaſineſs People ſhew on ſuch occafions, wou'd 
>mpt one to think they were ſtruck home: For 
enerally they have a Sore Place that are fo ſoon 
rovok'd ! Thus we - loſe our Reputation, by 
ewing too much Concern for It. To come a 


le: ttle nearer to this Point: 


Reputation mult riſe in proportion to the Offence; 
nd the greater the Injury, the brighter the Glo- 
y of the paſling it by. We ſhou'dn't therefore 
nove by the weight of the Injury, ſo much as 
y the ſtrength of our own Virtue: And if it be a 
zood Action to forgive a Penny, tis ſtill more fo 
o forgive a Pound! The Victory over our own 
Reſentment is the more perfect, and the Reflecti- 
dn on it the more pleaſing! "Tis in this as in all 
ther Wars, The more Danger the more Honour ; "Tis 
ut a poor, mean Improvement to be able to For- 
give a Trifle ; but to reſiſt the Impetuoſity of our 
aſſions, and conquer em in their full Strength, 
hen they are in their Height and Vigour, and 
eem to be moſt plauſible: To have ſome Pretence 


„ o Right, and even ſome ſeeming Countenance 
prone om Reaſon, for our Reſentment and yet For- 
or Pie; Is Noble and Glorious: and the Review 
allo it infinitely more . pleaſing than the ſeve- 


eſt Reyenge in the World. For Revenge can 


2 Ma | 
; pleale but a little Time; the Conſequence and 


dation 


I fue muſt be diſhonourable and trqubleſome; 
ſelye is ſcarce poſſible to bring it to an End: For one 
front of Violence produces another, and the Paſſi- 


ting nate and Furious never know when to ſtop, But 
ehe Pretences in favpur of Revenge, and by which 
„ ge on 
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People keep N up their Reſent ment; come in * 


EY ae oe 


III. The Pretence of Honour is very much inſiſted a 
This is a common Plea, ſpecious and plauſible 
and indeed is a tender Point: A Man ought t 
guard it as much as poſſible, and keep it Unſully 
and without Taint. But can our Honour coy 
our Revenge, and Reputation be got by Malie 
and Murder? This is but a very thin Pretence fo 
ill Nature, and to be Implacable is no Mark of 
Gentleman ! Fury and Malice are by no mean 
the Properties of Quality, nor the Characters d 
4 Generous Mind! Hereupon a Man of Reveng 
ſinks his own Eſteem, and by appearing in ſoil 
a Temper, loſes his Diſtinction and Characte: 
In ſhort, tis the falſeſt Notion of Honour in th 
World, to think it either Needs or Countenanca 
any thing of this Nature: For beſides that, It iſni 
once in many times, that our real Honour is cop 
cern'd in our Quarrels ; So when it is, our Hon 
our is better Reliey'd and Vindicated by the eaſt V 
* Forgiveneſs of the Fault, than it can be by tir © 
fulleſt Revenge. The Scars that this leaves be t 
behind are never to be wrought out; there wil 
be ſome Blot, and tis impoſſible to take Reveng 
ſo exactly, but it will leave a Reflection upoi 


K K K N KR K 
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our ſelves. But, 


IV. There's another Pretence that looks ver 
fair. Tis ſaid, © That to forgive where no Par: 
*© don is ask'd, is not only Mean but Miſchieyons 
e A Man may court Injuries at this rate, an 

be tempt People to Inſult and Affront him! Ac 
5 knowledgment ought to be made by the Ap: 
te greſfor the Fault ſhoy'd be confeſs d, if thi 
_F Satisfaction be releas d, and the Debt own! 


| . N 
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© tho' it be not paid ! On ſuch a Submiſſion, a 
Man of Honour may ſhew his good Nature, 
© and not fink his Character: But by a voluntary 


1 here 


ted A Pardon, he runs the Hazard of Cenſure and 
aſi} Contempt. The Stander-by will take him for 
ght u the A reſſor that firſt ſeeks to be reconcil d; 
fully and ſuſpect his Honeſty or his Courage, that 


COVE 
Malice 
Ce fo 
rk of, 
mean 
er 8 0 


* courts the Favour of his Enemy. 


Now this looks plauſible; but won't bear an 
Examine : It Refults from 4 Miſtake of what is 
Honourable on one Hand, and of the Rules of 
Forgiveneſs on the other. For to be the firft to 
Forgive, turns the Advantage and Efteem upon 


veng | 

bl your Side: It aggravates the Folly of the Ene- 
rade my, and he becomes Inexcuſable ; your Genero- 
in te fity adds to his Crime, and expoles his Malice 


and Ingratitude. No Man whoſe Judgment is 
worth Notice, can forbear Cenfuring ſo much 
Rudeneſs in One, or Admiring fo much Goodneſs 


nance 
It iſn! 
'S Cob. 


Hon in the Other! In ſhort, Honour Reſults. from 
e eat Vertue, and increaſes with It; and therefore, as 
by cell to forgive is the higheſt pitch of Vertue, becauſg 
es be the greateſt Conqueſt of our Paſſions: So it is the 
e wills moſt Honourable to forgive Unask'd, and Con- 
vengſ quer an Enemy by Love, who iſn't to be ſoftned 

upon 


with Power. If the Aggreſſor be Potent and a- 
bove you, tis Prudence to ſtoop a little; Lour 
Safety is concern'd in your Submiſſion, and tis 
but Modeſt to ask his Favour : And if he be Infe- 
rior, it can't be a Diſhonour to Pardon him: The 
Obſtinacy of the Offendex expoſes himſelf, while 
your Condeſcenſion heightens your Character, 
Merits and Inſures every Bodies Applauſe. In a 
ſtrugg e between Equals, tis till the ſame; for 
he that firſt Conque rs himſelf, becomes the others 
Superior, and carries off the Hongur of it. 79 
e . 1 
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88 Moral Eſſ + 
ſay no more, This Scruple and Ceremony is rid 
culous; and to ask who ſhall forgive firſt, is 9 
Queſtion who ſhall firſt be Wile, and firſt deſi 
to be Innocent. But there's another Miſtake in 
the Objection, and the Pretence turns upon | 
a falſe Bottom: For the Meaſures of Submiſlicy 
ars tied up to Diſcretion. A Man iſn't oblig'd t 
Sacrifice himſelf to another's Malice, any mon 
than he is to Indulge his own : Hereupon, i 
this be the Caſe, Honour and Religion oblige y 
to keep upon our Guard; and tho' we may ng 
purſue our Revenge, we ought to keep up ou: 
Defence. The Law of Forgiveneſs don't bind u 
to truſt an Enemy that's Implacable, and put ou 
. ſelves in the Power of People Reſolv'd upon ou 
Ruin. A Man may 78 — a Thouſand Injuries, 
and yet not take the Offender into his Boſom, or 
reſign his Right to his Diſpoſal, In fine, the Ad. 
vice of the Proverb is to both Parties; The ſoon- 

er People are Reconcil'd, the leſs they are ex. 
| ; ay to their own Folly, or their Enemies De- 


[> 


ont 


* bd * pp PR | 
Gas 2 ; 
« 0 : g * : = ; } | { ; 
$4 — e 5 { ; ; \ 3 


Don't throw away Dirty Water 


on Curious Proverbs. 


ä "OY 
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wo Bt, 


till you have got Clean, 
OR, 


He that changes his Trade makes 


ange of Condition, Buſineſs and Character, 
is always attended with Hazard; and very 
often with Loſs and Diſgrace. The Caution 
therefore of the Proverbs is very neceſſary. Too 
reat an Inclination to variety is the Effect of. 
— Weakneſs. Levity and Wantonneſs ariſe 
from want of Judgment and Reflection: But 
there is often a worſe Cauſe of this unſteady 
Humour; and Covetouſneſs leads People from 
one Buſineſs to another. Proſperity increaſes 
the deſire of Riches, and the very Bleflings of 
Heaven become a Curſe to People who don't 
make a true Improvement of 'em ; but are ſo 
eager in the purſuit of Gain, that they throw 
away the very Means by which they have ob- 
tain'd It: Thus a good Trade is often thrown up 
to purſue a Whim. Now a Project pleaſes in 
proportion to the Imaginary Profits of it; and 
the Man being poſſeſsd with Avarice, throws a- 
TRY | | | | way 
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tis Convenient and Neceſſary: A Man may de. 


away a Certain Benefit upon uncertain and i 
rais d Expectations. But beſides theſe, Peeviſ, 
neſs and Ill Nature, Diſcontent, and Repining x 
Providence, work People up to this Humour 
and becauſe nothing pleaſes, every thing is mad 
an Experiment. People that have the Spleen 
Quarrel with their own Happineſs, as well as EN 
vy other Folks ; and are therefore turning thei 
Head to every Buſineſs, becauſe ſatisfy d wit 
"Mili. e 3 To 


Nov the Deſign here is to point out the Hazar 
of the Change; and the Rule we ſhou'd move h 
in every Turn. Tis but rare that new Proje 
ſucceed; and therefore they ſhou'd be cautiouſ 
Attempted : The preſent Loſs ſhow'd be ballanci 
with the future Proſpect. We ſhou'd endeavoy 
to come to as much certainty as poſlible, befor 
we go off from a Bottom we have ſtood on with 
Security. Our Deſign muſt be throughly under. 
ſtood, and every part of it examin'd : Our Caps. 
city to bear the ſhock. of a Diſappointment, an 
Compleat ; the New Fabrick muſt be conſider 
before we pull down the Old. This is caſting 
up the Coſt, and judging by Profit and Loſs ! No 
doubt but its Lawful to change, and ſometime 


fire to increaſe his Fortune, and move from: 
Lower Station to a Higher; but then he muſt ft 
throw himſelf out of all at a Step; but make hi: 
- Buſineſs ſacceed, as one Nail drives out another ; 
ſecure the main Point, and keep a poor Character, 
till He is ſure of his Advance: Introduce one Bu- 
ſineſs before He parts with the other; and He that 
don't act Thus, both Tempts Providence, and 
% 
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Poor Boy when 15 had: broke 
Wn Piechr. 
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anc What « cant be Cur 4 muſt. be 
= Endur d. 

with 

nder. Mis Profich is d le and Ruſtick; Bai the 
Caph- moſt Conrtly People in the World may 
2 an — It. The Confuſion and Rage that moſt 
1der( diſcover upon every little common Accident, 
ating ſhews the Unſteadineſs of our Minds; and how 


: ill founded the Happineſs is that every Trifle 
time can diſturb ! To reflect on the Diſorder and 
de Paſſion that ſome People ſhew upon the break- 
om ig ing of a China Diſh, a Glafs, or even a ſorry 
ut m Pipkin ; wou'd prompt a Man to think they mult 
ke 18 be of a very low Soul, and that their A ections 
ther have deftroy'd their Underſtanding | I can't for- 
acterſ bear thinking That fine Lady was a Fool that cryd 

e Bu- her Eyes out for a dead Sparrow ! But there are 
e that ns $67 more Conſogatizes 1 in which the Vani- 
» And Impatience and Exceſſive Grief ought to 

be Reflected on and Cenſur dd. 


17) _ 5 I xnow 


92 Merl Eſſays) | 
I know tis to no Purpoſe to endeavour t 
convince a ſoft, tender Mother of the Folly 9 
her paſſionate Sorrow for a dead Child. Then 
is ſomewhat ſo tender in Nature, and ſo ſtron 
in Cuſtom, that a Man appears Ridiculous, thy 
thinks to ſtop the flowing Tears of a Woman 
But yet there is great Folly in this Sort of Exceſz 
The Example and Reaſon of that great Perſon 
that ſaid, I ſhall go to Him, but he ſhall not retun 
zo Me, is ſeldom forgot on ſuch Occaſions : By 
yet I never cou'd ſee ſo much Succeſs of It, as t 
perſwade a fond Mother to dry her Eyes a Mi. 
nute the ſooner for It. We are ſo much more 
apt to gratifie our Paſſions than our Reaſon, that 
it looks as if there were ſome kind of Pleaſure in 
Sorrow, and that People took delight in Murmur 
and Complaint ! "Twas a ſevere Reflection upon 
us -Chrifians, that was once made by a Pagan, 
when he ſaw a Girl cry as if ſhe had been Tor- 
turing on a Rack, over a broken Pitcher; anda 
Woman with Her Hair looſe, Her Hands lift up 
to Heaven, Her Eyes ſwoln with Crying, and 
Her Diſcourſe nothing but Horror and Deſpair, 
for the loſs of a little Infant!“ Well, ſays He, 
© after all theſe People's talk of Heaven, and 
& their hopes of Eternal Life, tis certain there 
«can be no Philoſophy in their Religion; or 
e elfe they are very Ignorant on't. They muſt 
© be very Silly People that han't taught their 
c Children to know, that Pitchers will break, and 
© their Women, that little Children will Die! 


* 


Now tis good to learn from an Enemy, and 
to avoid a fooliſh Exceſs that makes our Pretence 
to Virtue and Religion look Suſpected and Ridi- 
culous : Patience js a Virtue deſign d to be af 
. 5 ule 
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iſe on in Caſes that are paſt Remedy; and tho- 
very Affliction be Troubleſome and Grievous in 


t ſelf ; yet a Man is to know that Silence and 


dubmiſſion ſhews much more of our Regard to 


od, and more of Wiſdom, than Paſſion, and + 
Quarrelling with the Conduct of Divine Provi- 


Jence. In a word, in Trifles a Man ſhou'd be in- 


irely Unconcern'd ; and no more ſuffer a Bau- 


ble to Ruffle and Diſorder his Mind, than He 


ond cut off his Hand, becauſe there's a Wart 


upon it. And in the moſt Important Burden and 
Trouble of his Life, a filent Reſolution to bear 


up, will much ſooner give Him Eaſe and Satis- 
faction; than to Torture himſelf, complain a- 
gainft God and Man; and Fret and Rage at 
his Diſappointment, which always increaſes our 
Trouble. „„ „ 8 
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The Leap of a Frog is wort 
more than Good | ens Pray. 
—_— N 


Don t lie ſtill and cry God hcl 


you. 


HE firſt of theſe looks like an ill Refe- 
bi 1 | Ron upon Religion, but the true Deſign 
= is quite otherwiſe, and 'tis a moſt Ingenious 82. 
1 tyr upon Hypocrites. The Original of it is Sp. 
niſh; being us d by that Nation to correct Idle 
People, who negle& their own Buſineſs, and ye 
Hire the Monks to Pray for the Succeſs of It. "TM 
a Cuſtom, you muſt know, among good Cath fro. 
licks, to Hire poor old decrepit Men and Women Le 
to Pray for thoſe People, who are ſo Drunk o- Pr: 
ver Night, or ſo Lazy in the Morning, that they Re 
can't find Time to pray for Themſelves : And! ſho 
have known ſome in England, that have liv'd very Ot 
Handſomly by this Art of Praying by Proxy: Had 2 
Agood number of Clients, and were extreamly ac- tha 
| Ceptable to our Engliſn New Converts about Two * * 
and Twenty Years ago. For theſe People having 0 
never been us d to above Seven or Eight Pat -< 
Oy - Pn Noſter s IM 


> 


— 


on Curious Proverbs. 


gers in a Day; when they found a new way 
df Reckonin „ and that Fifty Ave Mary. s muſt. be 
added; beſides their Compliments, to the reſt of 
he daints; grew weary of their New Devotion, 
ind were glad that any poor Sinner wou'd Cha- 
itably eaſe em of the Trouble, at the Reward 
ff Six-pence a Dozen! Tis this Religious Moc- 
ery is RidicuV'd by this Proverb: For tho a true 
Ppaniard is very much a Bigot; and is particularly 
roud of the Character of an Ola Cbriſtian, and that 
He's no Heretick; has neither Jes nor Moriſco 
WBlood in his Body; yet they arn't all fo Silly 
put they're ſenſiblez That the good Fathers cant 
elp that Man to Bread by lifting up their Hands, 
who do's not provide for himſelf with his own ! 
However, to be juſt to our Subject, I muſt own, 
that we needn't go ſo far as Spain for ſuch Fools. 
We have enough left ſtill at Home, that by a fond 
Superſtition are every Hour in the Day at one 


eff. Church or other to Pray, and others that hear at 
ſion east Fifceen Sermons a Week, and a good lo 

©. prayer- to each of em: And have the Confidence 
50 expect to be Maintain d and live upon others 
13 Charity, inſtead of their own Labour. ay 
Ti Now this is Baſeneſs and Hypocriſie; an Af- 
tho. front to God, and Injury to Men: For God ne- 
men! ver promin ang Man his Daily Bread upon his 
k o- Prayer, unleſs he won'd Work for it: And no 
they Reaſon can be given, why the Idle and Negligent 
nd ſhou'd be Fed by the Diligence and Induſtry. of 
ven ! Others. The leaſt Endeavours a Man can Uſe, are 
Had more Acceptable to God, and Beneficial to Us, 


than ſuch Formal Devotions that are nothing but 
Two Rota; the effect of a craz d Underſtanding, or 
ing 22 Idle, Lazy, Stupid Inclination. Order and 
pate, Conſtancy in Devotion is the Beauty of 217 
7 a + Life; 


os 
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JR... 
Life; and has the Promiſe of the Bleſſing of God: 


2 le. 
But Sloth and Negligence are always under the av 
Curſe; and the more multiply'd ſuch Menlo 
Prayers are, they are the more abominable Ma 
God! 3 | Pf Ep bt LOTS 01 
| | Ac 
PPP 
1 1 
Dont Talk of a Halter in the 
Company of Him whole Fa. 

; | . a ; . | a : . 
ther was Hang d. po 
Man ſhou'd know his Company in order to Aë 

| know what to talk in Publick : For the to 
Wiſe Government of the Tongue in Converſ Ti 
tion, gives a Man all the advantages of Diſcourſe, Wi 
and ſecures all the Pleaſures of Converſe to Him: be. 
without the Hazard, Cenſures and Ill Will, thi w 
a Heedleſs and Blunt way of pouring out wha- hir 
ever comes into his Mind expoſes him to: And do 
therefore He that's Wiſe will be extreamly Cau- tu! 
tious in Diſcourſe, in all mixt Converſation: ¶ ha 
Where He does not know either the good Humour be 
and Virtues, or the Weakneſs, Infirmities and Vi- ha 
ces of his Company ; and there is very good ba 
Reaſon for ſuch a Caution. No Man of Sence Ce 
- wou'd defire to give an Affront to Strangers, of ſel 
be thought to do it: And yet this is very diffi ſu 
cult to prevent, if we go ſuddenly into all the of 
Freedoms of Diſcourſe, without looking round dic 


the Room, and obſerving what may be * 
N | 5, 
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on Curious Properbs. 07 
dle, and what not; and it is ſo much better to 
ave ſaid a great deal too little on any Subject, than 
o have ſpoken but a Word too much; that no 
an I believe ever repented his Care in this 
oint. However tis impoſlible to foreſee every 
Accident, or to be ſure not to make a falſe Step. 
\ Man had as good. be a Hermit as to converſe 
n Fear and Pain; but yet there are ſome gene- 


al Rules that very ſeldom fail of bringing a Man 


off well, if they are at all obſerv'd, and our Pro- 
erb is One of 'em. 89 1 
No Man ought ever to make Natural Infirmi- 
ies, or particular Misfortunes, the Matter of his 


Diſcourſe ; or to be too free in making Applica- 
tions of a Story among Strangers; It may happen 


o touch too near. In general, our Converſation 
ſhou'd always be imploy'd on the Virtues and good 
Actions of Men, or againſt Vice, without reſpect 
to particular Perſons: If this laſt comes up in 
Turn to be diſcours'd on, no Man ought to treat 
it with Favour, and if any in the Company bluſh 


becauſe they know it to be their own Character, 


who can help it: He that finds the Fool's Coat fit 
him ought to put it on, and there is no harm 
done. But tis quite otherwiſe in ſpeaking of na- 
tural Infirmities, or the Misfortunes Providence 
has brought upon any Man: Theſe muſt never 
be made a Jeſt, or a Banter, nor mention'd if we 
have reaſan to think any of our Company may 


have been in the like; unleſs it be by way of 


Council and Conſolotary Advice, which is very 
ſeldom proper in Publick : For the mentioning 
ſuch unpleaſing Subjects may be the occaſion 
of ill Blood and Reſentment in ſome, tho' you 
didn't intend to reflect on em. ine 


Hl! L 


98 Moral Eſſays | 
Thus I take. it to be Folly to rally and jeſt up 
on the deformity of a Squint Eye, Red Hair, 0 
a Crook-back : To draw Inferences as ſome Peg. 
= are mighty fond of, That ſuch-a One's Father 
ang'd himſelf ; Another's Broke, and a Thi 
was ſo and ſo; and therefore This Perſon ant 
That, can have no good Buck: For who knows by 
ſome in Company, who wou'd otherwiſe Admin 
and Eſteem us, may take notice of it.to our Dilad. 
vantage. If this be done on purpoſe, upon Knoy. 
ledge that ſome of theſe Characters belong to an 
Perſon that's preſent, tis Impudent and Rude, de. 
ſerves Correction, and every Man of Honour wil 
think himſelf oblig'd to give it to ſo unmanner. 
ly an Action: And if you happen to be Innocen 
and without Deſign, yet. you'll hardly efcap: 
without Suſpicion ; for if any of theſe Refledti 
ons ſhou'd unluckily hit your own Company, 10 
Feſt cuts ſo deep as a true One, nor raiſes fo keen 
an Indignation ; ſo that you may be ſuppos d to 
deſign the Affront by Others, and feel rhe Diſad. 
vantage of it your Self. It may do you an Il 
Turn, or hinder you of a Good One; and He 
that has happen'd to Injure himſelf, and loſt a 
Friend for want of a little Care, will ever after 
Regret it, and never forgive His own Folly. 


* 
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le that tel a Lye don't love W 
find the Truth. 


OR, 


14 Lew hack need have Pl good 
letz Memory. : 
fleck 
2 | Ying i is the moſt biiovs Vice, and univerſall y 
—_ abhorr'd ; tis a Character a Man of Ho- 
Ro nour ſtartles at; the very Suſpicion is Infamous, 


ind no Man living will own the Title. Moſt o- 


m Uher Vices under ſome Pretence or other keep 
d He hemſelves in Countenance, ſhew their Face, look 
= pon the World, and will bear being ſeen ;' but a 


Lye is too Odious and Infufferable : Mankind are 
agreed upon the Point, and Common Conſent 
as condemmd it to Darkneſs and Diſrepute: *Tis 
Sin of Devils; for the Humane Nature has an 
\verſion to it; and tho' the Practice is very fre- 
quent, it cou'd never get Reputation. Tis poſſi- 
de that ſome People May fit pretty eaſie under 
he Character; but Wade tis by virtue of ſome o- 
her Pretence; for in expreſs Terms, no Body 
an be brought to own it, nor bear the Imputa- 
ion without Regret and Reſentment: And for 

bis reaſon Falſhood keeps under Covert; a Liar 
upon che Reſerve, and wou'd throw off the 

ls „„ Odium 


; * 
„He 


100 Moral Eſſayss 
Odium by Quibble and Equivocation ; avoid th 
Confuſion by Excuſe, and keep off the Scand; 
by Art or Impudence. Wet g 


Moraliſts are at a loſs for a juſt, comprehenſmn 
Idea of this Vice, and are a little Embarraſt in i 
Definition. Tis of all ill Pictures the hardeſt tg 
Paint, muſt be given in Parts, and expos'd hy 

Deſcription of the variety of its Operations : Ty 
attempt however a ſhort and diſtinguiſhing Ch 
racer can't be amils. | 


* ATLyeisto ſpeak contrary to the Sentiment 
©f of our own Mind, with an Intention to De 
“ ceive,or Injure our Neighbour, or Recommeni 
© our ſelves by the Falſhood. „ 


Io purſue this to Satisfaction; the Diſtinction 
that every Falſhood is not a Lye, muſt be noted 
Fable and Parable are falſe in their Expreſſion, but 
Noble and Uſeful in their Intention and Deſign: 
The Scope is true, and tends to the Improvemen 
of Wiſdom and Virtue. There may be Innocence 
in a Jeſt, and Dramatick Repreſentation ; tho 
the Expreſſion may not be ſtrictly true, nor tht 
Figures and Images abſolutely exact. A Ma 
may be innocently. Deceiv'd, Impos'd on, and 
Surpriz d to his Advantage; and the Actor be 10 
Criminal, but a Wiſe and Friendly Corrector o 
his Folly. It muſt be obſerv'd too, that Action 
as well as Words may boa Lye ; tho' the Defin: 
tion is limited to Speech. Thus a Nod and“ 

Wink are very often Treacherous and Falſe, an 
2 a Man may cell a Lye by his Eye, his Hand, ot 
his Pen; but then theſe Actions are but ſpeaking 
by Signs; and repreſenting Things by Motion 
and Images, agreed upon in the ſtead of Ex 
e | a preſſion 


. 
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reſſion, and ſo come into the Notion of Speech, 
d may fall under the ſame Character. And 


us far the Definition appears. Juſt and Sufficient. 
here muſt be IIl Nature and Ill Deſign, as well 


1d the 
candy 


mm > Deceit, Folly and Miſchief mingled with the 
let ; alſhood. But to paſs further upon this Vice : 
0 9 Moraliſts ſpeak of a Merry Lye. They mean, 
1 i preſum d, a Jeſt, or a pleaſant Story, Novel, 
Chad Romance: In this there is always a Fiction, 


nd a Surprize upon the Opening and Diſcovery, 
at excites Pleaſure, and gives Diverſion. The 
Deſign is innocent; and the Queſtion is only, 
hether the Menage be Good or Vicious. Novel 
nd Romance are rang'd under this Claſs ; but 
on't in themſelves merit ſo groſs a Character: 
ho' the ill Management of em make em Faul- 


ment 
) De 
mend 


ation „if not Criminal: Strictly they aren't Lies, for 
oted: hey don't pretend to Truth, nor paſs for Coin, 
's bu dut Counters; but they are frequently Vain, 
f1gn: ooliſh and Dangerous: Levity, and Love, in 


ment 
cence 
; tho 
Ir the 


fable, and fine Language, are capable of too 


ore this way of Diverſion ſhou'd be us d with ex- 
team Caution, and always be kept up to the ſtrict- 


Mul Rules Truch ſhou d ſhine through the Figure 
5 End Fiction or, at leaſt, preſently diſcover it 
Yor elf, and the Moral appear ſtrong enough to ſink 


he Vain and Falſe Impreſſions of the Dreſs ; or 
elſe it will ruin Virtue, and teach People to Lye 
in Earneſt ; the Recreation will paſs into Vice, 
and the Delight turn into Horror. In ſhort, a 
Man of Virtue won't be familiar with this way of 
Diverſion ; good Reaſoning will ſhew us that 
Truth is Sacred, and that the Mind ſhou'd be 
hil'd with Vengration of it, avoid Falſhood for 
fear of a Lye, and be afraid of che Taint and 
| | H 3 Pollution 


tion 
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and 1 
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uch Miſchief to be Countenanc'd; and there- 
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Pollution at a Diſtance. But to come nearer u 
the Picture of this Vice, and view the variety thi: 
its Operations. | 


I. Some People chuſe this Art to ſer em of Wm) 
and make a Figure with Lying and Falſhood about ple 
*em. Their Pride improves their Invention, and m: 
rather than not court Eſteem, they'll be oblig{]MFa 
to a Lye for Reputation. Theſe tell a Thouſan che 
Things to their own Advantage, and tho there il ac 
be no Truth in 'em, are pleas'd with the Chara In 
Ger ſtruck out by Themſelves: I did This, and IM a: 
did That, is always in their Mouth; and they ar 
paſs the Rhodomontade till they're Expos'd and 
Scouted. Now this comes up to our Notion ; for 
a Deſign and Cheat is at the bottom of all thi 
 Flouriſh : He that falſſy recommends. Himſelf, 
impoſes upon Another; like them that paſs baſe 
Money, blanch ir to cover the Braſs, and draw 
Innocent People in to credit em to their own 
Damage. The Boaſter is always a Lyar, and 
tho' He looks moſt like a Fool, is really 2 
K nave. 5 | 


II. Another Turn of this Vice is Detraction: 
This Reſults from Spite and Malice, or Hopes of 
ſome Advantage. One Man's Honour is lefſen'd 
to oblige: the other's Pride, Envy or Avarice: 
The Falſhood here is without Excuſe, tho' Truth 
be the Colour and Pretence : For to lefſen Ano 
ther, even by reporting the Truth, is in ſome 
Caſes Impious and Hateful ; for good Nature 
ſhou'd Conceal a Man's Follies, when the Ex- 
poling it may do him any Hurt: But to Propa- 

gate Falſhood with Intention to do Him Wrong, 
is the moſt Odious Sort of Lying in the World! 


Les”. --: 
os III. A 


n n r 
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III. A Malicious Lye is another Character of 
this Vice, and nothing cheriſhes it more than 
Envy and Ill Nature.“ III Will never ſpeaks 
« Well, and very rarely ſpeaks True.” An Ene- 


rer to 
lety of 


m of my is painted in what Colour the Malicious 
about pleaſe, and if Crimes are wanting they ſhall be 
1, and made! Hatred has often no other Refuge but 
blig(|{Mralſhood ; and when Malice has fix d it lelf in 
duſand the Soul, the Man proſtitutes his Conſcience to 
then accompliſh his Revenge! The Spice ſharpens the 
harz. Invention, and heightens the Reſolution: Art 
and and Impudence to Convey and Juſtifie the Lye, 
| they are never wanting in this Caſe ; and the Conſci- 
d and ence never ſtarts while the Spleen and Malice is 
1 ; for pleas'd. — ET , 

1 this N | | : RE 
mſelf, IV. For the moſt part Intereſt and Advantage 
s baſe are at the Bottom of a Lye. This indeed runs 


thro! all the Practice; but the love of Money a- 
lone, goes very far in the Operation: It makes 
People vitiouſſy Ingenious, and teaches em to 
Chicane and Cover their Falſhood. A Lye en- 
ters into nothing more than Commerce ; the - 
| Proſpe& of Gain takes away the Scruple, ſtifles 
tion: the Conſcience, and brings the Vice into Habit. 
es of Hence, People that ſtart at it ſometimes in Diſ- 
ſſen d courſe, paſs a Lye without Remorſe upon the 
rice: Change or behind the Counter, the Horror is 
Truth thrown off by the Reliſh of the Profit, the Mo- 
Ano- Ml ney makes amends for the; Hypocriſie; and as 
ſome Ml ſome think may at laſt purchaſe the Pardon. 


draw 
' own 


> Ex- V. Faction is another Support of a Lye. In this 

ropa- MW Caſe the Multitude countenance one another, 

ong, MW and excuſe the Wickedneſs with Religious and 

271d ! IM Honourable Pretences. All Parties make uſe of 

the Artifice, and aſſiſt their Favourites with In- 
5 2 ven- 


by 
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vention. A Factious Lye has its Carriage Gratis 
and paſſes with Eaſe from one Hand to another 
The little Emiſſary runs thro' a Kingdom, and 
throws about Firebrands, Arrows and Death; 
But the Authors look to the Main, and keep thei 
Eye upon the Intereſt or Revenge they deſign by 
Tt : The Lye does as much Service as if it were 
True, if it be handſomly convey'd : "Twas 1 
Saying of a Courtier of our oẽ n, Come; come, 
«© a Lye believ'd but for an Hour will do us good 
«© Service! Our Enemies can't prevent It, and 
* our Friends will be pleas'd with It! "Tis im- 
poſſible to Convince every Body; and the Scan- 
dal once laid on, is never perfectly thrown off: 
Zeal makes People officious to ſpread 'em, and 
eaſie to give em Credit. — 


VI. A Lye by way of Excuſe, is another Ap- 
pearance of this Impiety. Now this looks like 
Modeſty, but in reality is Cowardice or Impu- 
dence : tis increaſing the Fault by flying from It, 
and being aſham'd out of Seaſon. The time to 
Bluſh was at the Commiſſion of the Crime, not 
at the Acknowledgment aud Confeffion. This 
kind of Excuſe is a Convidtion of the Guilt, and 4 
a Reſolution to be Incorrigible : It often ſlides off {MWPi! 
into an Equivocation; Owns and Denies: with Fo 
Reſerve: Now this is making two Lies of One; dy 
adds to the Offence, aggravates the Crime, in- N. 
creaſes the Load, andiprovokes Puniſhment. To {Mio 
add no more, a Lye is Hateful in every Dreſs; NR. 
An Abuſe of Converſation, diſturbs the World, Mn 
moves Diſcord, debauches Hiftory, and forfeits IB 
the Teller's Reputation ; for He iſn't Believ'd, 21 
tho' He happens to ſpeak Truth ! £ 1 


VV But 1 
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rati But our Proverbs here turn upon another 
ther Thought, and Point at the Difficulty to avoid 
and Wiſcovery, and the Confuſion of being catch'd ! 
-ath No Body more Forgetful than a Lyar, nor more 
their hh Confuſion when Expos ! Now this ſhou'd 
n by Nreate an Averſion to the Practice; for that which 
were MW: Diſhonourable deſerves to be Abhorr d. 
AS 3 | | | 
ome, 3 5 py 
g00d - 5 e 
| and | | | 


iſhers and W oulders are ne- 


ver good Houtholders. 


A : | | | 
ll Umane Nature diſcovers its Weakneſs in no- 

npu- thing more, than the Variety, Fondneſs, 

n It, {Wand Inconſtancy of its Deſires. Nothing Satisfies ! 


Enjoyment it ſelf don't Delight ; buc the Un- 
eaſie Mind hunts about for ſome new Reliſh ; 
looks forward for ſome Toy to Trifle with a lit- 
and Ile, and then Surfeits with the Pleaſure, and 

s off Pines for ſomewhat elſe : We take Pleaſure in the 
with Folly, and wantonly cheriſh the Paſſion, by ſtu- 
ne ; Mdying to pleaſe an Inconſtant Roving Appetite, 
in- Which ſhou'd be chaſtizd with Severity, and 
To {MWiorc'd to be ſubject to the great Principles of 

eſs; Reaſon, and the Laws of Providence. But Oh! 
orld, more Power, Glory, and Honour! More Riches, 
feits Beauty, and Admirers ! More Popularity, Eſteem 
yd, and Addreſs are the Cry! And very often the 
moſt Uncertain, Trifling, Uſeleſs, and even Hurt- 

ful Things are deſir'd with the eagereſt Appetite ! 

But Thus wh ile we purſue Pleaſure, we meet with Tor- 
3 We | ture 
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ture and Vexation ; and the very thing we long 
for, becomes ungrateful in the Fruition! Th 
Deſire to oblige all our Senſations, puts the 800 
into a Ruffle ; For the wanton Fancy bei 
crowded with Objects, and not knowing how i 
diſtinguiſh, nor range and order the Deſires ; x 
give the Preference to the moſt uſeful, laſtiny 
and beneficial : In ſeeking Satisfaction, we cr; 
ate a War: The Soul is tantalizd, its Expedy 
tion defeated ; and reaching after what is ins 
poſſible to be enjoy'd, it loſes the Reliſh of All 
by addreſſing to too Many. 


The Reaſon of this light wanton Humour, i 
our Ignorance of true Felicity. For tho' th 
univerſal Inquiry of Mankind be after true Hap 
pineſs ; very few find, and every body more ot 
leſs ſtumbles in the Search of it. All Mankind 
have taſted of Cebes's Cup of Error; tho ſome 
have drank deeper, and ſo are always at a great. 
er diſtance from Felicity, than others. The 
Diſtinction between Good and Evil. not bein 
rightly form'd in the Intellect, the Paſſions mon: 
by a falſe Light; and neither our Hope nor ou 
Fears, Averſion or Deſire, are led by Reaſon, 
ſpring from the juſt Eſtimate of Things. Hence 
we ſcarce purſue any thing, but the Poſſeſſion iz 
follow'd cloſe by Repentance : And no Cha. ten- 
racter is untainted with this Folly : The Mechs Moth: 
nick and the Scholar, the Beau and the fine Gen and 
tleman, the Valet and Lady's Woman, the City- per 


Dame and the Counteſs, the Prince and the Bcg-Mof 


gar, and even the Philoſopher and the Saint, in the 
ſpite of Contemplation, and the bright Proſped i chu 

of the other World, run into this common Mi- the 
ſtake, and forget the Notions of true Good, dont] 
always keep up ſteady to the Purſuit of it. 2 hey 
3 . 8 * ancy 
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ancy themſelves in the very Poſſeſſion of the 
ummum Bonum; Or at leaſt that the next wiſh 
ill compleat their Satisfaction : For we have all 
deveries of one fort or other; and meaſure 
ood and Evil more by Opinion than true 
udgment. + 


An inconſtant changeable Humour is an Argu- 
ent of a weak Head ; and fruitleſs prepoſte- 
ous Deſires, the Reſult of our Ignorance. Peo- 
le of the leaſt Sufficiency, are always moſt af- 
ected with vain Hopes; fancy themſelves equal 
o any Character; and dream of nothing but 
ziches, Honour, and Digniries ; which they are nei- 
her able to ſuſtain, nor have the leaft Probability 
ff the Poſſeſſion of: And yet nothing is more 
ommon than to hear People cry, O that I were 
his! and, O that I had that ! without Reflection 
upon the Impoſſibility or the Conſequence of 
he Poſſeflion | To wiſh for things quite out of 
ſight, is Vanity; and to. long for a Condition 
above our Capacity, Dangerous! For the moſt 
part, we don't know what is fit for our ſelves ; 
nor form true Idea's of the weight of that Bur- 
den we fondly deſire to take up. Tiſn't eaſy 
to ſee what the Change of our Preſent Condition 
may produce; nor how much Miſchief may at- 
tend the laying down one Character, to aſſume an- 
other. Our Wiſhes may prove the greateſt Cnrſe; 
and if our worſt Enemy were to chooſe for us, 


of any Revenge more effectual; than to aſſiſt in 
the Accompliſhment of our own Deſires! And 

thus the Uneaſineſs of our Mind is'Puniſh'd, at 
the very ſame time that tis Gratify'd . 


Evertere 


perhaps twou'd be impoſſible for him to think 
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Ewvertere domos totas Optant i bus 72 
Dii faciles. f 


De long d- for Bleſſing by kind Heaven ſent, 


Becomes tbeir very Curſe and Puniſhment. 


Ihe juſt Reſentment of Heaven grants the fi. 
diculous Petition, and chaſtiſes their Impatience 
and Diſcontent with the Divine Conduct, by 
leaving them to their Own 


To correct this Error, we ought to view the 
Things we are fond of, as near as poſſible, be. 
fore they maſter our Affections, and carry us too 
far in the Purſuit of em. For tho they charm at 
a Diſtance, before the weight of em is felt, and 
their Imperfection diſcover d; they are much leſs 
ſatisfying in the Fruition, than they appear in our 
Fancy and Expectation. The things that Man- 
kind moſt eagerly long for, are Power and Rich- 
es, and they are both Troubleſom in the Purſuit, 
and Uneaſy in the Poſſeſſion. An Ambitious 
Mind muſt Deſcend in order to Riſe; and the 
Difficulties to be ſtruggl'd with are often invinci- 
ble; and if we fail in our Attempts to Advance- 
ment, it ſinks us lower than our firſt Station: 
For tis next to impoſſible to fall ſo eaſy from 
ſuch high Aims, as not to be Loſers by the De- 
ſign. If a high Character and Station be ob- 
tain'd, it muſt be preſerv'd with a great deal 
of uneaſy Caution and exact Menage : One falſe 
Step ſhakes the Power that was gain'd by a vaſt 
Expence ; and expoſes the Poſſeſſor to the Envy 
of all thoſe that wou'd Rival him; and the Re- 
venge of thoſe that either were, or fear'd they 
ſhou'd be oppreſs d by his Power : And 'tis ſo ealy 

oe. ET a us to 
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o make a falſe Judgment of our own Capacity 
ind Conduct, that tis no wonder if we fall from 
Dignity we are not able to ſupport. Beſides, 
he Luſt of Power is inſatiable, and the Men of 
ight are for uſing a long Arm; they are for 
arrying it to the utmoſt Extent, and graſping at 
ore, till they are very juſtly ſtript of all. And 
hus he that wiſhes to be Great, don't know his 
wn Happineſs. N 


'Tis the ſame in Riches : The Deſire increaſes 
ith the Poſſeflion ; and Nothing makes the Paſ- 
ſons more turbulent, nor the Life more uneaſy, 
than Avarice. People talk of a Competency, 
but the Meaning is, A4 LITTLE MORE. Now, 
tho' tis impoſſible to be perfectly cold to ſuch De- 
fires, and fit indifferent between the Fear of Pover- 
ty, and the Hopes and fancy'd Satisfactions of Ri- 
ches; yet ſome Limits muſt be ſet to Deſire, and our 
Wiſhes ſhou'd be Reaſonable, and within Probabi- 
lity. The Care in the Purſuit, and the Fear and So- 
licitude in ſecuring em, are ſcarce recompenc'd by 

the longeſt Poſſeſſion; and therefore they are not 

really ſo deſirable as we fancy. But let the Bene- 
fic be never ſo Great, and the Reliſh of it never fo 

Grateful; Common Senſe ſhou'd correct the Va- 
nity of our Wiſhes ; for it muſt be Endeavour that 

gets the Prize, and not crying, O that I had it! 
which tis the Deſign of the Proverb to reprove. 


But there is Another Part of this Humour; and 
Multitudes make themſelves Ridiculous by It. 
'Tis when People wiſh backwards, and fret at 
the paſt Action; as if to be uneaſy at Preſent, 
wou'd make Amends for the Error that's Paſt. 
Thus ahe Reflection on their ill Conduct adds to 
the Misfortune, inſtead of Helping em out of It. 


Poor a Man may be a Maſter in his own Way, that 
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O that I had never been Marry'd, ſays One! au 2! 
O that I had never ſeen this, or done that, ſapſ tur 
Another ! Ridiculous ! As if Time cou d be rec ou 
verd, and what's done be undone ! At this rate nd 
there's no Poſſibility of Eaſe, but we muſt qua Meer 
rel with Providence, both for what we Have ano 
what we Want. We may indeed fhew our Paff. new 
on and cry, Why were we Born? But it wil ver. 
neither remove the Trouble, nor leffen thy 2 
Weight on't. It ſometimes runs up to Deſpair Me, 5 
and Diſtraction; but can never relieve the Mind, 
or recover the Action. If it was fooliſhly done, 
we fhou'd have thought ont before; and not run ny C 
our Head againſt a Poſt, on purpoſe to have th Me | 
Pleafure of calling One's ſelf Fool. In ſhort, Re. 
pentance in this cafe always comes too late: For "2t - 
we can no more be rid of an Afffiction, than ober 
tain a Benefit, by a Wiſh. And our Deſire; rear 
ſhonld be Moderate, and Submitted to the Con. WI) at 
duct of Providence. ; „ 
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8 1 | bhar 
A Man in a Doublet is but an I 
in a Caſſeck 


IIx that knows himſeif, never attempts to take 
11 2 Character upon him he is not capable of. Malt 


won'd prove but a Bungler out of it. One of t fe 
the beſt Pairiter's of this Age, who was an admi- Wo c 
Table Artiſt at a Pot of Flowers, a Stair-Cafe, or a HN 
Cieling; fell into Contempt by turning his Hand he. 
bs l 
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3 a Face; and the late Duke of Buckingbam's Pi- 


Fo ture is the Monument of his Folly. Every Man 
ech bou'd ſtudy to know the extent of his Genius, 
rate Ind be afraid of a op out of the Way. It has 
une. een obſerv'd of ſome Princes, that a private Life 
an ou'd have made em Glorious; becauſe they 
af. new exactly the Part of a Gentleman: but made 
wil very Mean Figure upon their Thrones. And ma- 
they a fine-bred Gentleman has been ruin'd by a Ti- 
pan e, and repented nothing fo much as being call d 


y Lord. Dignity won't fit Becomingly on e- 
ery One that e'nt a Fool, no more than upon 


0 

1 ny One that is. Some Men of great Eſteem at 
the e Bar have been flighted, and intirely out- done 
Re. na Bouſe of Commons. The way of Talk in 
Fo lat Aſſembly is fomewhat like Infpiration ; ſud- 


ſen and out of common Rule. Some of the 
reat Speakers, talk with that inexpreſſible Beau- 
y and Strength, that by meer Natural Rhetorick, 
hey often force their Reaſon upon the Houſe in 
pite of Bribes and a Penſion : But yet theſe Na- 
ural Orators, cou'd no more Preach a good Ser- 
non, nor engage How, Pois, Vernon, or Ha rcourt in 
hancery, than Sancho Pancha Govern a Kingdom! 
And theſe Men of the Long Robe too, wou'd look 
s odly in the Sacred One, as a Miniſter does in 
Three Handled Hat and a Steen-kirk ! Howe 
er, tis confeſs'd theſe are but Speculations ; for 
e find it otherwiſe in Practice ! Every Man will 
pretend to underſtand and paſs Judgment upon 
another's Profeſſion ; and above all, tis wonder- 
ul to obſerve, what a vehement Deſire there is 
n the Men of the Leathern Doublet, to change 


an 


take 
2 of, 
that 


ie of t for a Cloak or a Caſſock! Oh! the Pulpit is 
dmi- No charming a Thing, that a Country Fellow, a 
or a own Weaver, or a Barber, can't but admire it! 
land Nrhey look on't as the beſt Remedy to prevent 


to i ſkeping 
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the Pulpit: 


ter: But then they have not done it per [i 


lected: To ſee the Pulpit profan'd with the Nor 


Clergy. are lighted, wou'd raiſe. one's Indigne 
tion. Bat the Crowd never Judge well, are lei 
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ſleeping at Chureh ; for nothing keeps a Man 
intirely awake, as the Pleaſure of hearing himſel 
Talk. Your Journeymen Taylors are the mo 
dextrous at jumping into the ROSTRA of am 
becauſe they have the advantage of being bre 
on a Shop-board ; which very grave People thin 
the beſt Preparation, as well as the next Step t 


But to make a little ſerious Application: I 
good to poiſe a Burden before a Man tak; 
it upon his Back, and ſuit our Undertakin 
to our Capacity. Tis true, ſome Men han 
chang'd a Civil for a Sacred Character wit 
Succeſs ; and have prov'd Ornaments to the Ix 


tum ; they have been under Probation, and: 
leaſt have learn'd to Read, paſs' d thro' the prep! 
ratory Studies, and come into regular Order 
It has been the Misfortune of ſome Youth to bt 
ill diſpos'd of, and forc'd into an Imploy the 
cou'd not reliſh or improve: But this ought ng 
to hinder their Eſteem, if they become fitted] 
the new Poſts they pretend to. But to fee a 
Aſs dreſs'd up in a Cloak, and a Fool in a Cal 
ſock, follow'd by a Crowd of Admirers ; whik 
Men of 'Education, Parts, and Virtue, are neg 


ſenſe of theſe Little People, while the Learned 


only by Appearance, and don't ſee the Aſs chroWhis I 
A 6 | upo 
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n the Forehead and the Eye, „ 

The Index of the Mind doth - 
%%%%ͤ 


F this firſt Proverb ben't a little corrected, it 


to be 

they may paſs for an impious Reflection upon Pro- 
it nof&idence : For tis not to be conceiv'd that the In- 
ted i inite Wiſe God has put any Man under the fatal 
ee a\cceſlicy of being a Knave : or that the Divine 
Ca Goodneſs, which is no reſpecter of Perſons, has 


While 
e neg 
Non 
-arned 
digna 
re le 
5 thro 


ſet a Mark upon any one Man, that all others 
ſhou'd avoid Converſation with Him! Tis true, 
his was once the Condition of Cain; but then 
his Mark waſn't ſet upon him in the Womb! His 
Countenance didn't fall, till he was full of Envy 
and Rage, Spight and Horror upon the Murder of 
his Brother! But whatever the Mark was, it was fer 
upon him after his Sin, and was part of the Puniſh- 
ment of it; as we us d to burn Felons on the 
Cheek, that they might be known, and Good Men 
be ſecur'd from em. Hereupon, if there be any ill 
turn upon a Man's Face that's Natural, the Hair 


Taki 
| 1 ns of 


Q 
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of this Colour, or that; it can't be ſuppos'd to 
have a Moral Influence, or that a Man muſt be 
a- Rogne or an Honeſt Man, according to the 
Shape of his Noſe, the Bigneſs of his Brow, or the 
Colour of his Hair: As they ſay that Family are 
all Fools, who are remarkable in Europe for z 
Blubber-Lip. For tho' it be a piece of Wit to 
picture Judas with a Squint Eye, two Left Legs, 
a Black Head and a Carrot Beard; yet I believe 
a Man may have all theſe, and be very Honeſt: 
At leaſt it does not appear that Providence ha; 
made any of em the Diſtinguiſhing Character 
of Reprobation, or of Grace ! > | 


— 


Very much, however, may be diſcover'd in 
the Countenance. Tis the Index of the Mind; 
and by a juſt Obſervation, a Knave may be known 
by his Look. There is ſo odd a Turn upon ſome 
Men's Faces, that he muſt be very Ignorant, or ex. 
ceſſively Charitable, that don't ſuſpect em; when 
the Gallows is almoſt as viſible in their Face as their 
Noſe: as is often to be ſeen in a thoro'-pac'd Villain, 
Tis ſomewhat harder to find out a ſecret cun- 
ning Hypocrite, that manages with Art: But 
this too, is not impoſſible: For the affected lift 
ing up his Eye; the buſy ſpreading his Hands to 
bleſs himſelf, and curſe every body elſe ; the 
counterfeit devout ſhaking of the Head, and per- 
petual Sigh and Groan ; cenſuring and pitying 
their Betters, which this Sort uſe: does at laſt, 
by long Cuſtom, leave one certain Turn upon 
the Countenance, which ar firſt ſight ſhews you 
the Religious Cheat, without ſtaying for all the 
Farce, and repeating the whole Show. | 


WH Women. the Face is the cleareſt Mirror of 
the Mind, and an Ilbonè is particularly caly to 
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dto liſtinguiſn from a Good. There is fo much dif- 
it beſſerence between the Air of a Matron, and a Har- 
their, and the Lines of Modeſty and Impudence 
r there fo very ſtrong, full, and diſtinct, that I think 
are is ſcarce poflible for a Man of Senſe to be im- 
or A os'd on. For. tho I've heard of a Wiſe Man 
it to bat has Marry'd a Common Strumpet, and did 
eg „ot diſcover it till he was in the Nooſe ; yet I 
liere onfeſs I mightily ſuſpect the Wiſdom of any 
welt: ¶ Han that can be ſo egregiouſly fool d! It muſt 
> has WW: unaccountable Temerity, Fondneſs, or Witch- 


* 


rafe, that ſhou'd prompt a Man to ſuch a 
hoice. 0 | © 7 LS | 
The Sacred Text ſpeaks of a Whore's Fore- 
ead; and Solomon and Iſaiah have given ſo exact 


on Deſcription of her Countenance, Drefs, and 
one Conduct, that whoever conſulted thoſe incom- 
ex. ¶hararable Writings, may prevent being impos'd 
yy n in his Judgment. _—_ 

heir | 1 

lain. But beſides, a lewd Strumpet is fo unlike a 
cun- pirtuous Woman, that a Man can't be deceiv'd 2 
But WThe one is Sober, Grave, and Compos'd, with- 
*. ut Stiffneſs; knows and keeps a Diſtance, with- 

s to 


ut ſhewing either Scorn or Pride; She uſes the 


the reedoms of Life, without making a Noiſe about 
Per- er own Virtue, and rather pities than expoſes 
ing the Follies of Others. The other puts on a high 
laſt, Wir, affects Shyneſs and Diſtance, with Deſign 
pen Mio be courted ; and is always declaimiſg againſt 
you WMnnocent Liberties that ſhe mayn't be ſuſpected 
the ef Vicious. A Woman of Virtue keeps a Guard 


pon her Eye; and yet don't affect to look 
doure, Squeamiſh, and Suſpicious; as if every 
Man that ſaw her muſt needs have a Deſign up- 
n her Honour: But the Others Conduct is the 

e I 


, 
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if ſhe was afraid of all Mankind ; and runs away 


cannot but obſerve it. Men of the Town an 
always ſenſible of this Difference: They obſer 


Reverſe of This: She Ogles, looks Silly, makes, 


only to give notice ſhe has a mind to be purſy 
In ſhort, Her Air, Mien, Dreſs, Geſture, ay 
Diſcourſe is wanton, fooliſh, and affected; and ty 
that has any Eyes in his Head, and a little Brain 


it \ 
ſomewhar venerable in Virtue ; and if they doriMave 
diſcover in any Woman that Foible which alwaiſſfe n 
appears in a Harlot's Countenance, they concluding 
her invincibly Chaſt, deſpair of Succeſs, and vi A 
Ty rarely make their Attempt upon any, who er 
Look don't firſt ſhew that ſhe is without bn A 
Guard. 5 | > 


Now this Judgment iſn't to be form'd by 
Mark in the Cradle: For tho' we are born in * 
yet our Mind is capable of Cultivation and In: 
provement; and 'tis our own Fault if we don 
correct our Appetites, govern our Paſſions, con 
quer the Vices of corrupt Nature, and embrace Vir. 
tue and Piety : by which our Mind will become 
in love with Goodneſs, and the Image of it wil 
fic upon our Countenance; and ſo the Philoſophy 
of this Judgment by the Face is rational, and 
eaſy to be accounted for. Suppoſe a Man be En 
vious, Proud, or Revengeful ; while ſuch ſtrong 
ruffling Paſſions are buſy in the Mind, and he 
always forming ſome ill Deſign, and Broodin: 
upon Miſchief, it can't be but that his Counte 
nance ſhou'd appear affected with em: Thus thi 
Envious are Pale ; and the Eyes of the Haught 
and Cruel will dart Fire, and their Faces ſea 
Fury! YR A 


on Curious Proverb. 117 


It is the ſame thing with Cheats and Sharpers 
do in their way. Inconſtancy, Fear, and Haſte, 
e always their Torment ; and hence comes a 
altering Tongue, and a Rolling Eye, to be their 
lark: For theſe People never look right before, 


blerſre whilſt they ſeem to ſtare you in the Face, 
/ doniWave at leaſt one Eye in their Poll, to ſee if they 
alwaWrc not obſerv'd. And thus a Lewd Woman ha- 
ncluMing us'd her- ſelf to look filly, and talk looſely ; 
nd e Affectation Ogling firſt One and then Ano- 
whokWhcr : The bold forward Humour at laſt fixes 


n Air of Impudence, that ſcarce forſakes her 
her Coffin. The. ſly Hypocrite is very artful ; 
ut yet bears his Mark in his Forehead : For 
eing usd to act a Part at Church, by often 
utting on the Mask, he gets a falſe Turn upon 
is Face, that may be ſeen at any time. Like a 
erry- Andrew, who tho' he's an arch Wag, 
nd has more Wit and Senſe than the Mounta- 
ank himſelf ; yet by daily practiſing the Fool, 
come draws a new Form upon his Countenance, 
it wind can't help looking like a Zany, when the 

ool's Coat is off, and he's dreſs'd in his Sun- 
lay Cloaths ! EY. 


Thus by a Habit of Vice the Mien is made 
d he hicious, and will give ah Indication of the Mind; 
hich ſhou'd make us take Care of our Paſſions, 
hat we don't come to a ſettled Habit of Vice, 
ook like the Devil as well as act like him, and 
righten wiſe and honeſt Men out of our Com- 
any, : . et. 0 | 


1 III Pro- 
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N LO 
Proferd Service Stinks: 
Profer d Ware is ſold at hal 


| | 3H 
| Man's Zeal to ſerve his Friend ought al 
A ways to be manag d by his Diſcretion ; for 
a forward Offer is often ſuſpected, and upon that 
account refus'd. Now if our profer'd Friendfhi 


and Advice be taken for Officiouſneſs ; Tho the Ml Þ 
Excuſe be never ſo handſom, the Refuſal will be uni 
apt to ſting, and fill us with Regret. This there- Cai 
fore ſhould be manag'd as old Soldiers uſe to do: to 
*Tis a Rule among em, Not to appear forward} {or 
to go out on Parties; but never refuſe if the the 


Officer command: For if the Action ſhou'dnt 
ſucceed, their Zeal will paſs for Temerity ; and kee 
if ic does, they'll be oftner put on warm and dan- C 
erous Service, than a wiſe Man wou'd deſire: An 
For a Man that has born Arms longeſt, is al-M up 
Þ ways moſt Cautious, as well as moſt Brave. we 


Beſides, tis to our purpoſe to reflect, that our en 
Friend may ſometimes have reaſon. to refuſe even R. 
our beſt-meant Offers, tho, he ſhou'd always re 
make his Excuſe with Decorum. Hereupon, I ju 
when gur After- thought ſhews he had _ . uf 
. %% IE. 9 ig 3 | 
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fight our unfeaſonable Kindneſs, tho' he does 

not do it in Contempt: The Diſcipline our own 

Mind will give us, for our buſy forward Paces ; 

ill be the ſeverer, when we ſee we made more 

Haſte than needed to give ill Advice, or undertake 
an unacceptable Service. However it muſt be ſaid, 

Tis a Mark of a Generous Mind to offer Friend- 

ſhip and Services, and therefore tho' it be re- 

us d, it ought not to be odious nor deſpis' d. 
And tho a Man may have been often miſ-us'd 

upon this account, there are ſtill ſome People ſo 
modeſt, and will efteem ſo well of a kind Offer, 

that *ewill be frequently a Man's Duty to run the 

Hazard of his Service being lighted, rather than 

not profer his Aſſiſtance to a poor honeſt Man, 

that has not the Face to ask it: And to be over- 

forward to do good is ſo great a Rarity, it ought 

never to be diſcourag d. os 


But this other Proverb is worth Notice : *Tis 
univerſally in uſe among Merchants, and is a 
Caution to young Traders, not to be too eager 
to ſell. Now *twou'd be very well if the richer 
ſort of Dealers wou'd make this Reflection, when 
they uſe the poorer in the moſt barbarous man- 
ner in the World. The Rich Merchant can 
keep his Goods, in hope of a Riſe upon the 
Change; but a Poor Man muſt ſell for Bread: 
And 'tis fo common a thing for the One to prey 
upon the Neceſſities of the Other, that one 
wou'd think they never thought of ſuch a Pro- 
verb as This, no more than they do of Conſci- 
ence, and their future Account! For inſtead: of 
Reflecting upon the Vice it's deſign d to Cor- 
rec, - i become an Argument to incourage In- 
jury and Oppreſſion. For what elſe is it to blow 
upon a Poor Man's Goods becauſe they are of- 
IN 1 5 I 4 | terd 
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fer'd at the Door; but Grinding the Faces of th 
Poor? This may be equitably judg'd by the Me 
thod of the Management. Thus, a Poor Work 
man ſhall be bid a Crown, for what the Seller 
the next Hour ſhall ask Four; and make ho Scru. 
ple to take Three : To carry on this, a thouſang 
Faults ſhall be ſpy'd, tho there is not one to be 
found; and if the Poor Man, in the Struggl: 
between his preſent Want and future Fears, re. 
fuſe theſe Generous Chap-men, and be gone: 
If he happen to change his Mind, and at lat 
comes to their Price, and return to 'em, The 
cunning Sharper ſhall find a Hundred new Fault, 
with the very ſame Thing, and pretend they 
have no occaſion for't ; but if he'll take one Third 
leſs than they had bidden but half an hour ago, 
truly they don't care if they do venture on It! 


Now this is formal Hypocriſy and Oppreſſion 
Tiſn't doing as we wou'd be done by: Tis ſo 
far from Charicy, that tis real Injuſtice, to make 

their Eſtate out of the Sweat of Another's Brow, 
and not be willing to let him have a little Small. 
Beer and Bread. And tho' theſe People are of. 
ten abore any Account here; tho' they ſhould 
talk of Religion all their Life, and build Church- 
es, Hoſpitals, or Meeting-Houſes at their Death, 
tis all one; they'll be found Hypocrites in the 
impartial unerring Judgment of God! 


)). 
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Praiſe docs a Wiſe Man Good, 
büt a Fgol Harm 


” n 


8, fe. 
One: 4 . 3 „1 Bia e | 
t ij Very Man is Naturally a Lover of Praiſe ; 
The U and perhaps tis impoſſible to become really 
auls, Great without the Hope of being Honour d and 
they ſteem'd for our Virtue : For as this is the Re- 
Thi ard of Good Actions; a Brave Mind can't but 
ago, take Pleaſure in it: And this Glory is a ſtrong 
- 1. Motive to purſue a Virtuous Deſign, or an Ho- 
\ Moourable Action to its Height. Beſides, if a Man 
fon, were not pleas'd with the Reflection on his own 
is ſo Merit, Character, and Eſteem He has among a 
make few good Men; His Virtue wou'd be often ready 
row, to fink For the World frequently Inſults tie moſt 
mall· Virtuous, Treats em with Cenſure and Reproach; 
e of- Forces em to live upon the Secret Pleaſure of 
zould their own Mind, and Senſe of their own Integri- 
irch- ty, Honour, and Services; and Tempts em to De- 
eath, I ſpair, and ſay, To what Purpoſe is it to be Wile, 
or to do Good? For tho' Virtue in its own Na- 


ture be Lovely, yet I believe no Man ſince the 
Fall, has follow'd Her but in Hopes of a Reward. 
This is a Perfection has never been attain'd by any 
of us, ſince we Forfeited the Air of Paradiſe: 
But where Honour and Eſteem follow our good 

Action, tis {till a Spur that increaſes the Love of 
rails WW every Virtue, and prompts an Ingenious Mind to 


purſue an Honourable Courſe. - 


But 
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Baut this muſt not be paſs'd over without a CyWcop! 
tion. There is often Exceſs and Vanity in. t latte 
love of Praiſe. Tis delicate Food and is alwayMyfſt 
eaten with a Reliſh ; but withal tis Surfeiting an 
muſt be taken with Moderation, or its the won IV 
Sort of Poiſon: Turns a Man's Head, and lead m 
him into Wild, Extravagant Follies. ' Hereupo 
our love of Braiſe muſt be govern'd by our Jud 
ment: Tis the moſt dangerous Humour in the 
World to a Fool; and before a Man ought t 
take any Satisfaction in his own Praiſe, he ſhoul 
be fitted for it; as ſome Noble Medicines muf 
not be touch'd, but after a Preparatory Courk 
and Rules, ,,. Berg 


I. Be Critically acquainted with the Rules and 
Meaſures of Virtue and Vice; for if you miſtake 
in this Point, you'll be fond of your own De. 
formity, and value your ſelf upon That that al 
the World will Abhor and Deſpiſe : Nothing cat 
be ſo Ridiculous as to ſee a Man Proud of hi 
Vice, and not know himſelf to be a Fool. For, 


II. He ſhou'd intirely underſtand himſelf ; He 
that don't know himſelf, muſt nat aſſume a Ti 
tle to Eſteem. For tis poſſible Vice and Folly 
may. have the Aſcendant ; and he that Fancies he 
deferves Applauſe, may ſtand in need of Corre-. 
dion: A Man can't have Wiſdom and Virtue, and E 
not know it; and therefore to claim Honour ant © 


Reputation before we conſider the Merit of our 
| Adtion, can be the Practice of none but a Fool. 


III. A competent knowledge of the World, and / 
the Humonrs and Intereſts of Men; Their Re- 
ſpett to, or Dependance upon ns, is neceſſary in I be 
this Affair, that we may know the Breath of Sh 
one Man from another. The Praiſes 85 2 pa 
4; J.... Eo fo do beets 5 "COP ff 


. — 


( 
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deople are 4 Diſcredit; and of others, Partial 


attery and Fawning; and bs chat! is lead _ chis 
nuſt 11 into Miſchief. 


IV. A Wiſe Man never 9 8 ka own — 
o much as to deſpiſe another Man' s. He that pres 
ends to a Monopoly in Wit,' won't only be Mus- 

ur d at by other Pretenders, but will find him- 
al remarkable for a Fool: For one Man's Head 
; too little to hold all the Wiſdom of the World. 
ow theſe Rules ſhou'd always be at Hand, and 
xd in the Mind; for a Man of 4 Weak Judg- | 


Fol ent is ſooneſt over-ſet by Popular Air; '5 and 
bere there. is. no Ballaſt in the Head, tis ex- 
= reamly Dangerous to take Pleaſure in Applauſe. 
tak 3 * 
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155 Fox muſt pay his own 
Skin to the Flayer. IL 


OR, 


one 5 8 
os Every Silk Man wil have 3 an m 
f our "Tims: «A 15 | oy 
ol. Y 5 * Cp. 
and A Wicked Man has no We nor Rational : 
Re- Hope, to ſucceed long in mpiety, tho it 
y in * Secret: and Cunningly Manag d. Fraud and 


will be diſcover d, and is for the moſt. 
id Hens in this Life: And tho aa” 


rf 
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tainly its own Puniſhment, as Virtue is its oui 


fore tis but a Fooliſh Experiment, when a Man 
has done one Ill Action to do Another in hopes 


vented at firſt. In this Caſe there is Shame and 


nakes Men Bold, and Eager in theit purſuit o 


2 


Reward : And there is this difference, that as the 
United Reaſon of Mankind is on the Side of the 
One, fo it is intirely againſt the Other. And there- 


to come off with 'a Wretched Succeſs; which i 
indeed worſe to the Criminal, by inereaſing hi 
Load, than if he had- been Diſcover'd and Pre. 


Diſappointment; in that, often Ruin in'this Life, 
and always infinite Danger with Reſpect to that 
which is to Come: Which if a Man don't. confi- 
der, the leaſt that can be ſaid, is, that He is Raſh; 
for the politeſt Atheiſt can't be ſure that their 
e'nt a God, or that there won't be a future Re- 
view, and Judgment paſt upon the Actions of 
Men } ER | * | | 


33 
* 


But beſides the Nature and Reafon of Things, 


and the conſtant Order of Providence is againſt WM 
ſuch a Ridiculons Confidence ; for as both the 

Laws of God and Men ; and the very Principles 2 
of Reaſon, Society and Commerce are againſt ¶ ſho 
Violence, Luſt and Deceit: So theſe things are MAR: 


ſeldom ſo effectually cover d, but the Actors meet Weno 


+ - with Shame, Reproach and Diſgrace. And the ¶ tho 


laſt Part of a Wicked Man's Life, which every Err 


Man ſhou'd deſire to be the beſt, is Torture and Iſſthi 


Pain, and their Deith inexpreſſibly Miſerable and Th 


Wiretched. There don't need much Argument I Al 


to prove this,; tis but opening our Eyes, -and we Sta 
ſee Inſtances enough that convince us, that they H ing 
that have had moſt Reaſon to expect they ſnou d the 


Die in Peace, becauſe not known to be the Vil- 


„ 2: oF * 
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ans they were; have been overtaken in their own 


- offMCrimes ;- and tho they have Fancy'd themſelves 
er-M:cure from any Account; have experienc'd, that 
into the Execution is flow, yet tis ſo ſure, that 
the ho Man that continues an Ill Practice, ought to 
the Promiſe himſelf Safety for a Moment: So that He 
ere- hat has been forgiven, or paſs d over for one 
lan Crime, has the beſt Argument in the World not 
peo commit another! For Mercy and Forbearance 
h i bas ſuch Charms, that an Ingenious Mind can't 


Reſiſt ; and He that's Obſtinate and Hardned, will 
find theſe, turn d into the ſevereſt Frowns, and 
and Mkeeneft Stroaks of Divine Providence. : 


fi : . 8 

that _ 67 I IEC 
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Marry in Haſte, Repent at Lei- 
e i 


the \ UR Choice in this great Action of Life is 
\J of the Laſt Importance; and therefore 
inſt N hond never be made in a Hurry. Some other 
are Affairs, tho they are of good Concern, and nice 
neet ¶ enough in their Nature, yet they'll bear an After- 
the thought; are capable of Amendments ; and an 
Very Frror in the firſt Step may be Recover d: But in 
this Caſe it ſcarce ever changes for the beſt. 


and They that are Unſuitable when they ſtand at the 8 


nent Altar, are for the moſt part Uneaſie in all the 
| we Stages of their Life; and there is ſo far from be- 
hey Wing any Remedy, that whereas Repentance in o- 


ou d ther Caſes is a Blefling, and a Means to reftore - 
Vik . | | . our 
ains il | 


= || 6 Mr Ehe 
5 un Seegen. and Delight; in This 'tis in 
— If it once comes to this in Earneſt. the 
Truſt. and Confidence between the Parties is vis. 
lated, their Peace Ruin d, the Virtue of both 
Sunk; and irrecoverably Loft. The Miſchieß 
that follow ſuch a diſſolution of Affection au 
innumerable; and as the Humour of the Coy. 
ple is, a continu'd War or Separation is th 
dire Huit of breaking the firſt Vow, and be. 
ing diftaſted wich our Choice; from whence Pq. 
— Diſhonour, Scandal, and = Multitude d 
Sins and Follies muſt of neceflicy Reſult. ICY 
1 wou'dn' t, however. be thought to mean thy 
every Fooliſh. An Angry y Word is an intire violation 
of this Sacred Bohd.. I believe nothing is ſo often 
wiſh'd undone as Matrimony ; and, I wiſh I hal 
never ſeen you, is often faid when the Speaker 
does not believe Himſelf! For the moſt Part thi 
is. Rallery or Raſhneſs, and after a few Houſhul 
Wards, which are often Unkind and Angry ; when 
the People become Cool, they wou'd not Separate 
for the Riches of the Indies : Are aſham'd of their 
4 -own Folly, and are the more confirm'd in their 
I 0ove: And thus a few Skirmiſhes now and then 
1 are of uſe to endear People to one another, by 
the Mutual Forgiveneſs of fuch hafty Tmpert:- 
nencies, and renewing the Sacred Vows Fey 
| hag ſpade of Love, Hononr and Obedience: 


| A001 yet tis good to avoid bels little Soner 

r 5 if they prove frequent, they may *Soure 
che Blood and Introduce a 25 808255 amour that's 
ener to be Cr. rs OE 


EF 7 "ot return. therkfore: To Mn in this "Cas 
q * Wb and * a Man's Ruin; But 
no 
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ow if we wou dn't be forc d upon this Rock; wy 
ou'd ſee the Danger in time, and confult upon 

e firſt Choice of a Thing that is of fo mu 
reight, that paſſes thro our Life, and reaches to 

ur Poſterity; for all the Bleflings, Comfort, Ho- 

our and Satisfaction of a Man and his Family 
pend on't. He that Loves at firſt Sight, nooſes 
imſelf by Vows, and finiſhes a Marriage-Treaty 
ithout taking fo. much Time as to conſider the 
greeable Humour of his Miſtreſs, the concurring | 
ircumſtances of Birth, Condition, Age, For- ; 
ine, Reputation and Religion: Will find He has 

urchas'd an Hours Pleaſure with an Age of Pain, , 
not 00 Open and Laſting Diſhonour and Re- 
roach, +- RES FIC EY n 


. M 
Nipure with a Wiſe Man or 


none. 
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VF 1 
\ Fool. wilt not be Foilde. 
A N Eager, Diſputatious, Wrangling Humour, 

\ makes. a Man a Torment to Himſelf and I 
roubleſome to every Body elſe. Tis an Exerciſe  - | 
at Tickles a Weak Mind, and the Pleaſure in 
reaſes in proportion to the Decay of the Senſe : - 
ut if a Man be not perfectly Stupid, he cant 
ut feel ſome Torment in living always in the _— 


+. 


* 8 N n 
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Fre, and being upon the Fret; for this like the 


Itch is exceeding pleaſant in the Scratching; bu 
the Smart that follows is ſo ſevere, that no Mule $ 
| of Sence wou'd bear the One, for the 'Triflinelihe J 
; Satisfaction of the Other. Nothing is more UnMillnd a 
{Y eaſie to a Wiſe Man than to Converſe with thiienc 
1 Sort of People; becauſe they Peſter all Conve mi 
we ſation with Syllogi/m ; are continually for ſtatig 
= - the Caſe, muſtering up Arguments, capping A Bu 
4 thorities, and engaging every Body on even ce 0 
4 Point you can propoſe ; and they never ſee Move 
FF Force of any Argument, or know when they a ον 
= thruſt Home, fairly reply'd to, and ſilencd; Fond cl 
| they have always too much Conceit to be eaſij luſn 
"gl Conquer'd, and too much Impudence to be put 
1 out of Countenance, tho' you ſhew em their ow 
=_ - Ignorance: and therefore one wou'd chuſe to lk 
0 a Coxcomb enjoy his Bauble, and abound in Nor 


— 


ſenſe to his Hearts Content, rather than endure; 
long Impertinent Squabble, or be at the Pains 1 
5 | Contradict and Inſtruct Him. N 


27 — 
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There is, notwithſtanding, an excellent Uſ 
of the jtiſt Rules of Diſputation; and to be 1 
good Diſputant is a Noble Character. It require 
ſo many good Qualities to compleat One, that 
very few have appear'd in any one Age, that han 
been Tolerable Maſters of this Art. For beſides“ 
univerſal Knowledge of Letters, an Acquaintanct 
with Mankind, the Humour of the Times, and 
Conſequence of the Queſtion in Debate: Aſtes. 
dy and compos d Mind, Courage, Patience an 
g02d Nature; a Manly and Unaffected Stile, 
clear Head and quick Apprehenſion, to diſcern the 
Force of what is {aid : Is abſolutely neceſſary. Anc 
all theſe muſt be manag'd-with a Gentleman: lil 
Freedom and good Humour; the want of whic 
? 6 ; | runs 
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ns a Diſpute into a Quarrel, and gives Counte- 

ance to the Principles you wou'd Confute ; for 

e Stander-by will always be ſhock'd, and doubt 

e Judgment of Him that appears in a Paſſion; _ 

d a Diſputant that loſes the Favour of r 
jence is Silenc d, tho He be intirely in the Right, 


2 * 


much as if his Argument was Wrong. 


But the ill Arts of a Soph; muſt be taken No- 

ce on, and 'tis as Troubleſome to have a Con- 
overſie with a Knave as a Fool! The One can't 

wn himſelf Convinc'd, becauſe he don't. fee it; 

nd the Other muſt not, becauſe he's aſhanrd to « 
luſh for his Miſtake ; and therefore ſhuffles in 
dme what that's Foreign to the Purpoſe, only to 
uzzle the Cauſe! And thus a Diſpute never 
omes to an End; the Parties are both Vidori- 
us, by fecuring the Vogue on One Side and 
other; and the laſt Word in a Controverſie is 

e prettieſt TRICK of all! He that can get ie 
the Happieſt Man in the World ! It gives him 
n Opportunity to Crow, and tell the World He 
ou'dn't be reply d to, tho' he had only tir'd his 
dverſary, and made his Arm Ake with beating 

he Air! For what elſe is it to Diſpute with a | 
onceited, Incorrigible Bigot, that 'is proof a- _— 
ainſt the beſt Argument, and Reſolvd to be | 1 
eas d with his own FOollx. | 2 
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Honeſty is the beſt Policy. I. 


THE Native Innocence of this Proven 
proves it was neither Bred at Court, ng 
Born in this Age. The very Notion of this Art hy 
quite another Turn among the Modern Pretendey 
to it, than it had among the Antients. Of Old, lu 
tegrity, Secrecy and Fidelity, Learning, Wiſdon 
and a free open, and equal Carriage; were thy 
Characters of a Stateſman : But the Compoſitic 
is now chang'd into Art, Falſhood and Fraud 


2 haughty Diſtance, affected Gravity, and a for ap 
mal Counterfeiting a multitude of Bufinefs ' 1 F 
laſt is a mighty Pretence to make People thin D, 
that they are even worn out with the Weigh” © * 
Guan: and Importance of their Work; whe" 
in Earneſt tis nothing but Grimace, and à Coun mh. 
tenance put on, that they may be thought to bi. 1 
Wiſe by the Gravity of their Mien, who never ©: 
diſcover any ſuch thing by their Conduct. pK 
Thus, to be Cunning rather than Wiſe : To — 
know how to put off and ſtifle a good Deſign h 
that's croſs to their Purpoſe : To Blot every M = 
that has more Honour, Courage, Senſe or Willi” 
dom than themſelves : To aſſume another Manner 
Action, and obtain the Honour and Reward offi" 
it: To do an [ll thing with ſo much Art as not 1 

to be diſcover'd : To ſecure Money enough to bu F 
off the Puniſhment of their Crimes, or a Faction ae 
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ong 17 to prevent their being call d to an 
count: To give the worft Advice to the beſt 
inces, thab a good or bad Prince may be ford 

depend upon themfelves : And when a falſe 
ep is made, and murmur'd at, to lay the Fault 
xd turn the Odium of it upon Him that imploy'd 
: are the new peculiar Arts of Ill Minifters, 
whom a Prince can never be well ferv'd, but 
uſt ſabmit almoſt to be their Slave. This laſt 
a Baſeneſs that a Man of Honour abhors ; and 
a Miniſter of State does it, tis either the effect 


rt ha Pad q | ; : 
ne Treaſon, Cowardice, or Ignorance of the Na= 
dye of his Office. A true Politician knows he is 

„ 


ploy'd to be à Guard to the Honour of his 1 
rince, and will never faffer His Reputation to 

k with the People; tho it ſhou'd be neceſſary 
preſerve it at the Hazard of his own ; and that 
turn the Diſgrace of any Ill Accident upon 

e King, ſhews a want of Reſpet, Duty or 
eſe: For an Honeſt and Wiſe Man won't ſuffer _ 

js Prince to do a Weak or an Hl Thing, if poſſi- 
le; and much Jeſs endure He ſhou'd bear the 
eproach of One of his own. For this, inſtead of 
liſting and adviſing the Prince, is only uſing 
lis Dignity and Eſteem, as a Screen to their own 
mpiety and Folly, © RN 


But tis endleſs to purſue all the Doublings of 
alſe Policy. I wou'd recommend our Proverb 
the Reflection of the Great; for tis Pity that 
ntegrity and Sincerity ſhow'd be more in Eſteem 


Man nong Plebeians, than among Men of Birth, 
ard al lonour and Imployments! However, it muſtn ,t, 


e confin d to any Set of Men ; for every Man 
all Parts of his Life will find occaſion for this 
ſtruction, and may obſerve, chat the Saying is 
aaly True, to whom 5 it be apply d. Tie 


' 
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impoſſible that Trick, Artifice, and Fraud, ſhoy 
have any laſting Reputation in the World, wh 
there is any Virtue in it; and tis ſeldom that 
Knave carries his Deſign 0 well off, but his oy 

III Actions come Home to Him. Little ky 
when they appear at firſt, have a great many 8 
vourers ; but they that uſe 'em, and cry em: 
as neceflary to their preſent Purpoſe , ran 
miſs of having their own Tricks turn 'd wp 
themſelves : Ts therefore to keep a ſte 

Courſe, cloſe up to the Rules of Virtue, m 
be tlie Wiſeſt and Safeſt Management: For 
impoſſible that this ſhou'd do a Man any n 
Hurt; and Tricking and Deſign brings but 


Imaginary, and never r any Sure and Laſting ] 
nefit wit te. 
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He who Pays his Debes beg 


3 


to make a Stock. 


— 


* I 5 very hard to make a nice e Diſtin@ionl 
the Degrees of Miſery or Happineſs; for 


very Man thinks his own Burden heavieſt, : 
9: apt to cry out, Is there any Sorrow like my Sore 


Bur if my Judgment might paſs, I think to be! 
Debt more than a Man's able to Pay, is ti 


e Affliction i in the World; ; makes che a 


— 
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Impreſſion upon a Wiſe Man's Mind, and is 

> likelieſt to break his Heart of any thing can 

ppen to Him. Chronick Diſeaſes and Acute 

ins, the Gout, Cancer, and Stone, do moſt 
ongly affect the Senſe ; But this Poverty rea- 

es the Mind, preys upon the Thoughts, and 

es. the leaſt Proſpe& of Relief; for in thoſe a 

an lies at the Mercy of God; in this, at the 
mour, Fancy, Paſſion and Peeviſhneſs of Men: 

d as tis eaſier to find Favour, Forgiveneſs and 

iſe from the Divine Goodneſs, than either of 
from Men; fo to be in their Power, muſt be 

e greateſt Trouble to a Conſidering Mind! 

or this Reaſon Bankrupts never care to look into 
eir Books, but endeavour to throw off the Me- 
ncholy Thought of their Condition, by a Care- 

gs Humour, and multiply'd Diverſions, which 

ill makes the Caſe worſe, and finks em the 

Now this Reflection ſhews tis a Man's Intereſt, 

well as Duty, to take care of the Payment of 

s Debts : And as Juſtice and Honeſty require it — 
the One Hand ; ſo it gives him Eaſe, Satisfa. hy 
ion and Delight on the Other. A Man in Debt I 
a Slave, and can't act with Liberty and Free- 
om; muſt Trade with Anxiety and Pain, and 

2 continually in fear of the Iſſue: He's every 
ay tempted to break his Word, and ſure to be 
Multed on the leaſt failure of his Promiſe. For 


nis che nature of a ſevere Suſpicious Creditor, to 
for act, and even force a Poor Man to a Promiſe 


npoffible to be kept, and then take the Advan- 
ige, and Reproach Hm for the violation of It. 
zut there is ſtill more Reaſon for Care in this 


is tiFoint ; and if a Man's Credit be Intire, and no 
rongay ſuſpected, yet tis Wiſdom to be as Expediti : 
an > e ous." - 


— 
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ous, as poſſible in his Payments, and ſo free hin 
ſelf from a Clog as ſoon as he can. Long Cx 
dit is uſually a Burden, it makes the. Borroyy 
| Toil for the advantage of the Lender; for even 
Man pays for it one way or other: And then 
fore the ſooner you get clear, the more you get 
And every Debt diſcharg'd, proportionably i 


creaſes your Eſtate; for either Intereſt of My 
ney, the advancd Price of Goods, or the Et ] 
pence your Dependance obliges you to; is a Ca 
| ker that eats up the Profit of a ſmall Trade, a 
leſſens the Advantage of a great One. Thus pn | 
dence and the very nature of Buſineſs, as well x 
the Satisfaction of our own Mind, teaches to fror 
as ſoon out of Debt as we can. 1 Ever 
. | | pair 
But I think our Proverb may have a Moral \ﬀnenc 
gument in it of another Sort, and that is, H mou 
that pays his Debts begins to get a Stock: TM and 
is, Thrives by the Bleſſing of Providence; for Hy 
Honeſt Man may expect this; and He that mat ver 
Conſcience of paying what He Owes, may hoh V 
for 2 Blefling upon that which Remains: W. Hu. 
He that don't, can look for nothing but ill Sue pro 
ceſs, which is ſometimes fo Unforeſeen and Re. 
mott Unavoidable, that it cannot but be though bee 
a Secret Blaſt from the Providence of God. by 
. | rh 
Ab 
for 
7 he 
XLIX. 10 
| It 
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Je who pceps thro' a Hole, 
may ſce what will Vex Him, 


51 Urioſity is a Vanity which very often is its 
vell own Sting and Puniſhment ; and yet tis ſo 
to trong an Inclination in our very Nature, that 


Every Man is tinctur d with It: and the Smart and 
pain moſt People ſuffer by a curious Imperti- 
nence, is not ſtrong enough to throw. off the Hu- 
mour ; but we are often Bit by the ſame Viper, 

and yet keep it in our Boſom ! Thus ſome Men 
Pry and Watch till they both Tempt and Diſco- 
ver their own Diſhonour : For as nothing. vexes 
a Woman more than to be ſuſpected; ſo a jealous 
Humour in a Husband, and continual Spying may 
provoke a weak Mind to proſtitute its Virtue to 
Revenge, and make a prying Fool wiſh he had 
been Blind, or have had more Wit in the Uſe of his 
Eyes! For tho' this won't juſtify an ill Act in a 

Wife, tis a Reflection upon the Prudence of a 
Husband; who, if he be ſo Happy as not to be 
Abus d, has almoſt the fame Torture in his Bo- 
_ by his inquiſitive ſuſpicious Humour, as if 


But there are other Occaſions for this Caution. 
I: iſn't Wiſdom to deſire the Knowledge of what's 
to come: Divine Providence ſhews both Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to us in concealing its Deſign ; 


> 4 
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and 'tis enough that we know, that tho' Clouà Inten- 
and Darkneſs are round about him, yet Righteou Voll) 
neſs and Judgment are the Habitations of h to 
Throne! For tho' the Deſign and Purpoſe Head) 
Providence be ſecret ; yet a Man may be ſun rome 
that God is Righteous in all his Ways, and Hoh ood 
in all his Works! There is one part of th Hf tc 
fooliſh Humour that is extremely Tidiculous, Day. 
and yet ſome People that pretend ro Senſe, ani 
make a Figure, are very fond of it: This is, Con Wl — 
ſulcing the Stars, and going to a Cunning-Man, 
who knows nothing that's to come, but is ſure 0 
cheat and impoſe on em with ſome ridiculoy 
Story or another: For if 'twere poſſible to di. 
cover Futurities, none but Mad-People wou! N. 
ſuppoſe, that this Favour were beſtow'd upon the 
Silly, Ignorant, and Scandalous People, that pie. 
tend to tlits Art, upon no ather Deſign but to 
pick Pockets. 3 „ 
A Wiſe Man will check this Curioſity, and 
know tis his Happineſs, in this caſe to be igno- 
rant. For the Knowledge of Futurity is incom- 
Patible with our Nature; and he that's Omniſci- 
ent muſt be Omnipotent too, or 'twill do him 
no good, but hurt !- For what wou'd it ſignify to 
Foreknow the Evil to come, if we han't Power 
to avert it. In this Caſe, our Knowledge would 
be the Torture of the Mind; and we ſhou'd loſe 
our preſent Happineſs, for fear of a future Mi- 
fortune. Tis certain, that if a Man were ſur 
to loſe but a Finger a Week hence; *cwou'd 
give him an Uneaſineſs, and perhaps be more 
troubleſome than the Diſaſter it ſelf! And thus 
. we ſhou'd at the ſame time loſe the Comfort we 
might keep, and double the Weight of our own 
Affliction ! That Sorrow that Divine Providence 
Ee „ intended 
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"tended we ſhou'd feel but once, by our own 


lou ne 

— zolly we feel twice ; and therefore our Buſineſs 
f lM: co be reconciFd to our preſent Lot, and be 
ſe A eady to reſign, and ſubmit to whatever is to 
> ſir Come. Our curious buſy Enquiry will do us no 
Hoh ood ; but make us the more unfit for the Evil 
" tha lf to Morrow, by thinking too much on it to 
lou; Day. Sufficient unto the Day tbe Evil thereof. _ 
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No Folly to being in Love: 
„%% „ 
Where Love's in the Caſe, 
The Doctor's an Aſfſs. 


— L is a ſoft delightful Paſſion, either a 
iſci a Virtue or a Vice, as it chuſes its Object. 
hin If ic be Divine, it can't be too fervent or In- 


tenſe ; in all other Caſes a Mean muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd ; or it becomes a: ſort of Witchcraft, and 
tuns yp to Lunacy. In the Senſe of the Pro- 


loſe Ml verb, you muſt take it for a humourſom diſorder- 
Mi- ly Appetite, neither rais d by Reaſon, nor go- 
ſure vern d by Diſcretion : Pleaſant in the Begin- 
ud ning, troubleſom if Contifiu'd, and often fatal in 
jore the End! The proper Object of this ſort, is 
thus Ml the fancy'd Beauty of a Perſon ; for I believe 


none ever dy'd for Love of a Miſtreſs's Vir- 
tue: And very often real Deformity appears to 
the affected Patient with the ſtrongeſt Chan 
CO nes TO En An 
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For this Paſſion always vitiates the Fadgment, and ot 
ten the Senſes, either in the Object it ſelf, or — 
camftances of it; and runs a Man into Actions beloy 
himſelf, makes him —— his Original, turn wil 

ning Fool, do a Thouſand ridiculous Things, any 
ſubmit to a Paſſion he ſhou'd always govern an 
firive as much to conquer as any Vice about Hin 
There is, for the moſt part, a mixture of For. 
bidden Deſire, and always a good Degree ( 
Weakneſs, in the Mind where this Paſſion rule 
This laſt is the reaſon that the Fair-Sex are oftner 
Catch'd in this Snare, Kept longer in it, an 

Suffer more by it, than Men; whoſe Conſtitution 
and Genius being rougher, preſerves em from 
the Force of this tender Affection. 


*Tis obſervable, that this Exceſs never riſes 
or continues long, after Marriage : Either Year 
introduce Diſcretion ; or Lovers, by obſerving 
each other's Vices, in ſo intimate a Life as that 

is ; abate of their Eſteem, no longer think each 
other Angels, but are ſenſible of the Infirmitie 
of Humane Nature. And this Thought make; 
this Paſſion cool of courſe, and introduces x 
modeſt laſting Reſpect and Love, which is the 
trueſt Felicity. But that the moſt violent Lore 
ſhould be turn d into Hatred upon Enjoy ment, i 
aſtoniſhing ! Shews there was ſome Devil of Falſ 


hood, Hypocriſy, or Luſt, in the firſt Pretences; Ml ga 
and exceſſive Motion of the Fancy, and Deſire of D 
that which they now Abhor?! ef 
2 wiſh I had Philoſophy and Art enough to y. 
form a Remedy for this Phrenzy. One wou d v 
think the Follies of People in Love ſhou'd be Ad-: ct 
monition enough: But then the Incitements to o 
this Foolery are firſt to be remoy'd. A looſe E- & 
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come to this Exceſs, a Wiſe Parent will always 
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therefore this ſhou'd above all be look'd to, in 
the Forming of Youth ! For if their Converſe be 
with Poetry and Song, the Stage, Novel and 
Romance; in which this Paſſion is repreſented as 
Divinity, and tis eſteem d Heroic Virtue to die for 


Love: Tis impoſſible to prevent young People of 
no judgment and weak Parts, from believing ſome- 
thing Real in the Humour ; and taking that for a 
piece of Gallantry, which is not only Vice, but 
Madneſs. Experience juſtifies this Reflection: For 
among the Amoretto's of Bedlam, you'll find that 
they were always weak filly People, and were 
us d to the Converſation of Ballad and Romance. 
Love's Maſter-piece and Caſſandra will make a young 
Lady run mad, as well as Amadis of Gaul make a 
well-bred Gentleman turn Knight-Errant ; and 
ſo much the ſooner ; becauſe the Vehicle of 
this Folly in thoſe Romances, is a Soft, Amorous, 


and Bewitching Style: And yet we are pleasd . 


wich Don Quixote for Ridiculing the Laſt Humour, 
and with Theſe for Cheriſhing the Firſt ! 


| But a good Knowledge of Human Nature, and 
the Inconſtancy of our Paſſions, join'd with true 

Piety, ſober and virtuous Company, manly and 
becoming Exerciſes; to Pray daily, and converſe 


with Divine Things, is a ſure Preſeryative a: 


gainſt this Paſſion. And if a Man finds a Son or 
Daughter weak enough to run into it, he ought 
to uſe a great deal of Prudence; ſhou'd neither 
be too nice in barring em from Company, nor 
yet ſuffer em in a looſe way of Converſation, 
with Society that with Novel and Sing- ſong en- 
creaſe the Flame; till itintirely deſtroys the Body 
or diſtracts the Mind. Rather than it ſhou d 


give 


3 Advantage of the Spoil, quicken the Inven- 
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ive way, let the Amorous Couple Marry 
Fe best Terms can be made; For it's PAs 
to run the Hazard of an unequal Marriage, than 
be ſure to ſee. em periſh, with their Paſſion; or 
cure themſelves with the Loſs of their Virtue 
and Honour: Which will be a laſting Diſgrace, 
and reflect upon the Prudence of the Father, x 
well as on the Reputation of the Child. © 


11. 


He thats reſolv d to beat a Dog, 
never long wants a Stick. 


1 There's no Fence againſt a Flail. 


TYRetences are eaſily made, where ill-naturd 
T. or deſigning People are reſolv'd to do an In- 
jury. The Pleaſure of Revenge, or the Profit 


tion, bring the ſeveral Parts of the Plot together, 
and ſecure its Succeſs. Innocence and Virtue are 
no Security in this Caſe ; for IIl- nature dont 
quarrel with a Man's Vice, but his Perſon ; and 
Avarice is blind to Virtue, and keeps its Eye up- 
on the Prey. A good Poſt ſhall be ſure of Envy 
from them that hope to enjoy it ; and the Me- 
thods to trip up an Honeſt Man, are * R 
In | 7 85 | and. 
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hand. *Tiſn't his Crime, but his Intereſt and 
Reputation that gives Offence : For, to make a 
Figure in any Character, to be in Credit with 
the Prince or the People, and be thought to de- 
ſerve well in the Church or the State, is a Fault 
not to be” forgiven ! It provokes the Malicious 
and Ignorant, who will find a way to diſcredit or 
remove the Object of their Averſion: And the 
Man that ſtands in their Way, muſt be juſtl'd out, 
to make Room for another of their own Intereft 
and Faction. | | 


This is both a Court and a Church-Game, and 
the Separation it ſelf iſn't free from It. Among 
each of theſe, when the Reſolution is fix'd to be 
rid of a Man of Honour and Worth: Art and 
Management are never wanting ! If one Trick 
won't do, another ſhall ! Open Scandal may be 
bafffd by the Brightneſs of a Man's Virtue; 
but there is no Fence againſt the ſecret Attacks of 
Inſnuation ; and therefore the Malicious cover 
their Deſign with ſome ſort of Colour, and ravel 


into the Conduct of a Man of Honour in the dark. 


Now tis impoſſible for the beſt Man in the World 
not to miſtake, or make a falſe Step; But if the 
leaſt Error be diſcover'd by his Enemies, it is 
heighten'd beyond meaſure, and his beſt Actions 
thrown by and leſſen'd by falſe Turns! No Me- 
rit ſhall preſerve a Man that theſe ſort of Peo- 
ple have paſs'd Sentence upon; but he ſhall be. 
hunted down in ſpite of his Virtue or Manage- 
ment : For the greater the Merit, there 1s always 
the more fierce Oppoſition, and more irrecon-. 
cileable Hatred. , 


In this caſe, Defence is impoſſible the very 
Reſentment a Man ſhews at the Villany, is turn d 
into 


into 2 Crime, and made ſufficient to juſtify 6 
very Abuſe : For as tis very hard not to be pro 
vok d by ſuch Treatment; fo the moſt — In. 
dignation is malicionſly call'd Pride and Paſſion 
And on the other hand, Patience ſhall be cen. 
ſurd as the Reſult of Guilt, or Timidity and 
Cowardice. In ſhort, a Man's Ears ſhall be 
Horns, if the Faction he oppoles thinks fit: 
And there's no Remedy in the Caſe ; there ca 
be no Compoſition for his Peace, or his Life, i 
the Seaſon will bear the attacking it; but by 
parting with his Innocence, which is infinitely 
more valuable to a Good Man, than either hi 
own Life, or his Enemies Eſteem. N 


Ce 


But what Uſe are we to make of this? The 
Inſtruction of Satyr is all in all! Now there' 
nothing to be done but to keep up a Sacred Re- 
gard to Confcience and Honour, fteadily purſue 
the Path theſe point out to us, and look Malice 
and Faction out of Countenance, by the Force 
of a good Conſcience, Upon true Reflection, 
nothing will appear valuable but Virtne, and a 
Religious Regard to Integrity: Thus our Acti- 
ons will prove a betcer Defence than our Tongue, 
and give us the Pleafure and Satisfaction that 
no body can take from us: And as bad as the 
World is, one time or other, an Honeſt Man 
will ſhine by the Oppoſition of Knaves; 


\ * 


LII. Keep 


on Curious Proverbs: 


coat. * * r 6 n PAY 1 


eee 
eep your Mouth Shut, and 
your Eyes Open 


OR, 


e that means to live at Reft, 


„ Muſt Hear, and See, and Say 
Ml the Beſt. 5 „ 
— O Govern the Tongue is an Art of Infinite 
HY Moment and Advantage in Life: And 
"IC Bitcre's an Admirable Variety in't, proportionable 
* o the Vices on the one hand, and the Good Uſe 
mY ff Diſcourſe and Converſation on the vther. 


zut this Proverb don't fo much concern the 


dba Morality of our Speech, as it recommends a wiſe 
I onduct and Moderation, as to the Frequency 


and Quantity, Seaſonableneſs and Fitneſs of out 
alk. Much Talking iſn't only the Mark and 

haracter of a Fool, but has a multitude of In- - - 
conveniences and Temptations : For it ſeldom 
happens, but that a Flood of Words have an Ebb 
of Senſe ;: and as the Man talks, his Paſſions en- 
creaſe, and lead him into very Fooliſh or Impions 
4 p Expreſſions, s 


0 


pe * 
o 


It looks like ingroſſing, and is offenſive to Comp 


ſome Inclination to be heard; and to have hy 


courſe is Nauſeous, and ſinks the Eſteem of hin 


extremely pleaſant to obſerve with what Gravity 


Another Man ſhou'd be under a greater Oblige 


the Table: And therefore where you are ſeeny 


and at other times betray their own moſt impor- 
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But on Suppoſition that you. Talk well, they 
is ſtill ſomewhat Vicious in being too forwar 


ny; for there is in every Man that loves Diſcourſe 
Share in the Satisfaction of being Acceptable: 
graſp at the Whole, you'll be apt to be grudgt 
a Part, and be thought too Aſſuming. No Er 


you commit will be paſs'd over, every Slip wil 
be ſtrictly noted, and never want for Reflection: 


And thus 'twill be hardly poflible but you'll fall of 
into Diſcredit by ſpeaking too much; while Tet 
modeſt Silence; or a way of Diſcourſe that di and 
covers no Concern whether you ſpeak or no: tan 


ſecures the Reputation of Wiſdom, and preſer tho 
your Converſation from that real Folly, that fol tot 
the moſt part appears in a Multitude of Word ſhal 


For tho' there are Fools that don't talk becauſ and 


they can't, yet tis ſome Advantage to em that the 
they know their own Weakneſs, and ſo take can mir 
not to expoſe It. But too much of the beſt Di. rum 


that's us d to be troubleſome with it ee. 
+ There's another uſeful Leſſon in theſe Pro. 
verbs, which is a ſmart Reproof to a buſy Tat 
ling Humour: Some People can't. forbeari | 
telling every thing they ſee and hear; and dice 
they'll communicate a Trifle for a mighty Secret; Manta 


tant Affairs, by the mere Itch of Talking; and ut a 


yet ſolemnly charge every Body they ſpeak to pen 


to be ſure to tell no Body! Ridiculous ! As Hf wh 


2 
** 5 * 
* e 2 * 


N 
Th 
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on to keep my Secrets, than my Self! For how 


joyn him Secreſy; that ſees at the very inſtant 
at we had no manner of Reaſon to communi- 
tea Privacy to him; and venture That to the 
adence of Another, that we had net Wiſdom 


8 
ough to keep to Our: ſelves. A very Wiſe and 
entMoble Politician of our Nation, took a great deal of 


eaſure in impoſing upon this Sort of Fools, as 
ell as made ſome Uſe of em: When, ſays he, 
Ihave a mind to throw out any Story for the Di- 
verſion and Employment of the different Parties 
of the Town, and ſee their Diſpoſition and 
Temper ; I need only whiſper it to Semproniae, 
and charge the Sir Politick with it as an impor- 


no tant Secret; for he's fo infinitely proud of being 
ere thought to have the Ear of a Lord, that I'm ſure 
it f to have it publiſh'd in an Inſtant; and the Story 
ord: Bi ſhall be repeated in a few Moments at the Court 


and the Exchange: and by next Poſt, from 


tha the Landi-End to the Tweed!” This is per- 
 cartWrming the contemptible Office of a Speaking- 
Di-WMrumpet; and a Man wou'd almoſt as ſoon 
hinWuſe to be Dumb, as ſpeak to fo little Pur- 


ole, 


But there is ſomewhat worſe than a Jeſt in 
is Indiſcreet Humour; and it does not on- 
diſcover our own Folly, but is often a Pre- 
dice to our Affairs, and pernitious to Hu- 


avity han Society. A Wiſe Man makes all the Ad- 
cret; ¶antages and Improvements of what he obſerves, 
por. n the Diſcourſe and Conduct of other People 
and at are Honourable, and ſo lives with his Eyes 
k to pen: But he's cautious of entring into Talk 
As ik what he has taken notice of: For this is to be 
lig Un Incendiary, and the Occaſion of multiply d 
tion 15 1 _ Quarrels; 


n any Man think we're in earneſt when we 
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Quarrels; in which a Tatler often brings himſe 
in to be a Party or a Witneſs, and frequent re i! 
makes two Friends trreconcileable to himſelf y 
well as to one another. For he that's injur'd h 
this buſy Impertinence, has Reaſon to ſhew hy 
Reſentment ; and the other can't but look wit 
Suſpicion and Contempt upon Him whoſe impe: 
tinent Chit-chat has drawn Him into Quart 
Thus Talkative People invite Miſchief and Di. 
grace to themfelves, as well as are troubleſom 
to every Body elle. 


— 


* 


1 N 
The Leaſt Boy always carrie 
the Biggeſt Fiddle. 
The Horſe that draws moſt 1 
molt Whipd. 


1 Preſume this Sentence is deſign'd for a Sti 
J cure upon Rigid, Cruel, and unreaſonabl: 
Maſters; and Nothing more needs Correctiol 
and Reproof ; tho' it won't be amiſs for Men t 
remember that there is Mercy due even to Bruts 
"Tis intolerable that a good Servant ſhould ſuffe 
by his Virtue, and be the worſe treated for his Dil 
3 conſtant chearful Performance of Hoe 
Duty. But this is the Nature — ind 


E — — 


5 
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mſelf me Men, whoſe Pride, Paſſion, and Avarice 
entire inſatiable, and have intirely baniſh'd Tender- 
If Mess, Good-nature, and Compaſſion out of their 
d iWoſoms. Pride makes em forget their Condi- 
Won, and look down with Contempt on People 
withW1ac'd below. 'em : For tis remarkable, that ſome of 
nper Me worſt Servants, who took moſt Liberty them 
arc ves, and were leaſt willing to be either Govern'd 
Die Employ'd ; make the moſt Severe and Exacting 
{oneMafters in the World, and are moſt haughty and au- 


nove their Hat to others, but expect the moſt ſub- 


ire Addreſs and Complement: from every body 


o them. Paſſion blinds their Judgment, and they 
xact Impoſſibilities: Like our Town Drivers, 


decauſe He don't perform more than all the reſt. 


Jeft Murmurs of the Oppreſs'd. The Love of 
Money is never affected with the Sighs of a poor 
ervant; on the Sweat of whoſe Brows, a hard 
5 aſter feeds at Eaſe, and takes pleaſure” in the 
hought, that he has Power to Exact; and can 
© aaulge his own Carcafſs at the Expence of ano- 
hers Marrow! „ 
n Intreaty, I wou'd beg em to reffect upon the 
mpiety and Folly of ſuch Uſage. Tis Ingrati- 
ude to God and Man, and Injurious to their 


| Stil 
nable 
io! 
en te 
rut Works a Servant to Day, muſt be content to be 
ſult Winder-ſerv'd to Morrow : For tho a willing 
s DilWMind does much enforce the Strength of the 


of hWody, and affiſt a Man to make a vigorons Puſh, 


Nature; yet Servants Bones 
;:- 


2 nd go to the Extent of 


* 


tere in their Carriage. Like thoſe People that won't - 


aſh the beſt Horſe in the Team without Mercy, 


und their Avarice is intirely deaf to the moſt mo- 


Now, if Men of ſo much Ill-nature will ſuffer 


wn Intereſt. To miſnſe a good Servant is the 
ay to make him a bad One: And he that over- 


L 2 | are 


Fl 
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recoil or tire of courſe ; and then the Advantag 
of a good Servant, which, as the World goes, 
a rare Bleſſing, is loſt for ever! But if thi 


a Good Man will to be ſure uſe that Mercy u 


| | yn Fn upon the Variety of Providence. gui 


our Expectation, is of excellent Uſe to a Man in 


him for Affliction and Trouble. No Part of Lik 
is entirely exempt from Accidents; and then 


3 


are not made of Iron, nor their Sinews of Bra; 
And therefore if this be done often, Nature wil 


ſhou'dn't happen, and a Servant's Seven Yea 
ſhou'd expire without his dying with the Tol 
or being for ever unfit to ſerve himſelf :; Tis nei 
ther kind nor honeſt to make the Experiment: Au 


his Servant, he expects to find from his God; an 


act in this, as one that knows he has his Gren 
Maſter in Heaven 4 


, , 5h Z 
wy hs WM, We. RO . 2 8 0 9 


* — 


- Dn-- 
Many go to ſeek Wool „ and 


* C ; . 
come home Shorn. 


W 
5 1 1 Zarc 
Scck Good, and be ready foo 


and how croſs things will ſometimes lye to 
any Condition; to keep him ſteady in the purſu 
of real unchangeable Happineſs, and prepat 


fors 


} 
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bre a Man ſhou'd not abſolutely promiſe him - 


e vil if Proſperity, tho' his preſent Affairs are 
ntar I! ſucceſsful and eaſy ; but always ſuppoſe Ad- 
es, I Merſity may be his Lot, and accordingly be 
f th eady for It. But this particularly concerns Men 
Ven Trade and Buſineſs; in which, Cuſtom is no 
Toi nheritance, nor the beſt Inſurance infallible Se- 
s ne. Purity! A good Stock, and clean Reputation, are 
A appy Advantages ; but both may be loſt: And 
cy redit iſn't like a Broken Leg, the ſtronger when 
atis Set; but on the contrary, a Man that has 
Gren haird will be ſuſpected all his Life after: Tis very 


eldom that his Eſteem and Reputation recover 
heir firft Vigour; but tis ſtill remember'd, that 
e was once either Negligent, a Knave, or Un- 
ortunate! Tis certain, that tis very rare that 
any Man miſcarries, but if, He be juſt to his Ac- 


auſe of his Ill- ſucceſs, and will find the Fault to 

de his own, by Miſmanagement, or which is the 

lame thing, Some-bodies whom he has too much 

Pee with his Stock, or the Conduct of his 
airs. 


But yet, it muſt bg ſaid, that there are Ha- 
zards in the very Nature of Buſineſs ; and with- 

out a- Miracle, Providence ſuffers the beſt Pur- 
pole, and well-laid Deſign, to be defeated and 
loſt. Now this Thought ſhou'd make a Man 
Cautious and Eaſy, that he ſhou'dn't be too San- 
guine in his Expectations, nor too much Ruffl'd 
on a Diſappointment : But while he is propoſing 

oucceſs, be reconcil'd to the Thoughts of the 
greateſt Miſcarriage. e 


: LV. A 


ount, He may at the foot of it ſet down the 
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A Sue 18 cl Worle for the 
e 


f 


N1ll 3 never 1 balf ſo much Mi 
chief as a lame trifling Vindication ; ani 
tis Often better to let a Lye alone, than beg 


much concern'd as to go to diſprove At. I 1 
Prudence to know critically, when tis fit to make poſi 
. . a. Stir about a Scandal, and when to light ani * 5 
| deſpiſe i it; for he that makes too much ado, hal 2% 
always be ſul pected, as well as he that is intirely 6 ule 
Jlent-ſhall be taken to own the Charge; and the Inj 


falſeſt thing in the World ſhall be fix upon him, An 
and taken pro Confeſſo. Now, to give a Rule in al Lys 
Caſes, that may be exactly ſuited to the Nature ol ** 
them, is impoſſible; it muſt be left to the Pu © © 
dence of the Perſon concern'd, and the Advice 
of a wile Friend. But general Inſtructions ma De 
be drawn from the Proverb, winch ey be ay {oc 
„ ot Occaſion, EI a iy 


If a Man be guilty, . more he 5 ifies b De 
Refenement, and ſeeks to juſtify himſelf, the R- '* 
flections and Diſcourſe of his Folly will be te 
more Laſting, and the Buſtle a Man makes ſerves 
only to keep the Memory of it alive: Which M 
a Man of Senſe will wiſh bury'd as ſoon, and th 

with as much Privacy as poſhble. Beſides, v7 

but a juſt Modeſty for a guilty Perſon ti I 
hold his Tongue; ; it looks ſomewhat like Re- © 
8 PR 1 3 * 1 ! . . = Fo 


— 


5 
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pentance, and will engage others not to lay 
their Finger upon that Spot which you appear 
willing enough ſhou'd be ſhewn and cenſur'd Tour- 
ſelf. But to make a noiſe of your Innocence 

when Guilt ſtares you in the Face, is ſuch a pro- 
voking Impudence, that the charitableſt People 
in the World cant help reflecting upon It, and 
forcing you ſtill more to expoſe Your-felf. But 
even Innocence It-ſelf ſometimes ſuffers by a buſy _ 
Search into a Scandal; and 'tis very often Wiſ⸗ 


Mi dom to flight and take no notice of a Re- 
1% ͥ»»ͥ‚ EY ET 
be 0 Eh N De” ! | | 
1 There is a way of Telling a Lye, that tis im- 
nat poſſible to diſprove it; for a Negative requires 
an great deal of Skill to make it good. Now if 
fal you attempt to clear Your-ſelf, and either fail, or 
yal too much Art in your Defence, it often fixes the 
e Injury, and increaſes the Suſpicion of your Guilr. 
hin And tho tis only the Subtlety and Fineneſs of the 
n all Lye, that prevents your Indiſputable Diſproof of 
e dit; yet few have Judgment or Candour enough 
pru to obſerve this; and you'll be more cenſur'd after 
vice your Search, than you were before! A ſingle 
may Denial, without 1 further Concern, wou'd 
ap ſooner diſcredir the Accuſation, than your Inqui- 
ry: For by that you do but tempt a Lyar to re- 
peat his Abuſe ; and provoke him in his own 
n Defence to juſtify that for Truth, that he in- 
Re. vented and knows to be Falſe. OY, 


There are abundance of People of a hard 
nich Mouth, and finiſh'd Impudence, that will ſtrip 
and their Arm bare, and vouch a Falſhood to your 

"Til Face ; and Others, that being wrought up by Pre- 
to judice or Prompting, to tell a Lye ; repeat it ſo 
Re-: often that they believe It: And theſe, with an Air 
_ ee re 577 L x ir: REINTS 0nh "of 
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Concern in your Countenance, which a mode 


Pale, or Blufh, tho it be only with Horror an 


ſome for the Mark of your Guilt : And you'll fin 


_ conſcious of his Innocence, is content that | 
Scandal ſhou'd rather be ſuffer'd to live for 


it ſelf to be a Lye, than give Life to it h 


ſhewing himſelf Warm, and too Eagerly Con. 
— .. HR 


For whar you cs do your 8 
+ dont depend on Another. 


. . over-look'd once, tis poſſible they may never 


of Gravity, and a formal Devout Look, will out. nd 
face you in ſpite. of the beſt Courage. And iMhigh 
you happen to be ſhock'd at this, and e my 

D DC 
le; 
wn 
f th 
y tc 


i a 


Man can ſcarce. help : If you happen to lod 


Indignation, or merely for the bold Slanderet, 


who can't Bluſh for Himſelf; twill be taken h 


tis more natural for almoſt all People to belicy 
an Ill thing of you, than a Good one. And'thy 
too much Concern about an Ill Report, is ng 
only Fooliſh in the Guilty, but often Impruden 
in the Innocent. For this reaſon, a Man whoj 


time, till it dies of its own Weakneſs, or diſcover 


Li 
- 
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TD Uſineſs has its Seaſons, out of which tis to 
no Purpoſe to Attempt it; and if theſe are 


return wich the fame Advantages and Incourage- 


. ments; to expect Succeſs: For eyery Opportunity i 
- ls d, uſually introduces new Embarraſments ; by 


» 


and 


| on Curious Proverb, 153 
| on Ind che Difficulties increaſe now, that either 
nd i ight never have Riſen, or have been handſomly 


vin briated a few Days ago! Now this binds a Man 
odd > be as much at the Head of his Affairs as poſſi- 
loc ie; for by this means He'll perfectly know his 
r anon Deſign, and be appriz d of the ſeveral Steps 
lerer f the Management; and thereupon will be rea- 
en v to prevent an Error, ſupply a Defect, or turn 
In ff an Oppoſition with Succeſs and Benefit. 
tho A Wiſe Man wou'd chooſe to adviſe with every 
s na Man that may probably aſſiſt; but not intirely 
uden eave Buſineſs of Import, to the Conduct of any: 


or if tis poſſible for him to carry on the Work, 


hat le'll for the moſt part be ſure to have it better 
for one by his own Hand than Another's. A Man is 
oven iure of truſting himſelf, and can never put fo in- 
it by ire a Confidence in a Proxy; for no Body being 
Con · Jo much concern'd, can be preſum'd to have our 


Intereſt ſo much at Heart, or be engag'd to pur- 
ſue it with that Ardour and Untir'd Induſtry as 
Our ſelves : And therefore, tho a Friend or a Ser- 
rant be never ſo Diligent and Indefatigable ; 
erery Man ought to keep an Eye over em; not 
out of Jealouſie or Suſpicion, which is injurious 
to the One, and ſomewhat provoking to the O- 
ther : But to obſerve how they Move, and be 
ready to Direct, or Aſſiſt, as Occaſion preſents. 
There may be ſome ſmall Fault committed in this 
ſtrict Care, but it will avoid very great One's, 


| Beſides, there is a Sort of Uneaſie Reflection 


> arc M2 Man can't help making upon himſelf, who has 
ever Ml truſted too much to other People; and as every 4 
-age- i one is apt to think He cou d manage any Aﬀair 
nity as well at leaſt as Another: If ic has miſcarry'd 


by putting it wholly into a Friends Hand, it _ 
bk 8 1 — but 
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but grate upon Us, and we muſt conclude, th 
wee deſerve to be diſappointed for our fooliſh Can 
fidence and Neglect: whereas on the contra; 
any Miſchief a Man does. Himſelf, He has an I 

: — A at Hand for, and a F ountain "of Conſolatio 
in his own Boſom. Nature won't ſuffer him 
be long in a Paffion with himſelf, and ſo He 
the ſooner be reconcil'd to the Diſafter ; and be 
for another Enterprize, which for the Future He 
be ſure to n in hopes * better Succels, | 


IVI. 


= Fair M Vas and Foul Deck 
cheat Wie Men as s well y 


Fools S, 


habe: OR, 


Wit Men are | Cane 
Wilkes. 


TT "His Caring: 5s; n in reale when a Ma 
1 has had a ova put upon Him; and for 
r that we ſhou dn t be too fond of our owl 

Wiſdom, and have too high an Opinion of ot 
own Fore- ſight; as if twas impoſſible to Impole 
on us, or that we ſhou'd be Abus d: For a Ma 
of this Humour drops his Guard, and becomes 1 
Prey of Courſe to the next Man of Deſign he ha 
to do with; for as. one Diamond cuts aba 


| &: the Viſeſt Man i in the World 957 Þ be Outwi: 
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„ Na, and forc d to confeſs Himſelf Fool'd. And tho 
common to Laugh at one another upon ſuch 
ata ecaſions: They are not all Fools that are Cheat- 
in H! Every Wiſe Man is not a Cunning One; 
ati nd chere is as much difference between Wiſdom 
un nd Sharping on One Account, as there is be- 
een Wiſdom and Wit on Another. There are 
y Arts that Wiſe Men don t underſtand, becauſe 
ey never practiſe 'em ; and thus their Innocence 
ometimes lays em open to Fraud: But this is fo 
nuch more to be eſteem'd than a ſubtle Cunning; 
hat a Man wou'd chooſe to be Injur d, rather 
han know the Crooked and Intricate Doubles of 
Hypocrite: Tis much ſafer to be Ignorant of 
em than to run the Hazard of being tempted to 
ſe em. Tis true, it becomes a Man to be Wiſe 
1 the Serpent; but this does not ſuppoſe that He 
uſt needs underſtand all the Depths of Iniquity : 
hat Falſhood ſhou'd become a Study, or the Ill 
\rts of Men of no Conſcience or Honour, be 
learn d as a Science for the Inſtruction of the In- 
nocent ! For ſome Sorts of Knowledge are like 
that of Devil's, only make Men more Wicked, 
Injurious and Miſchievous in the World | 


But the Intention of that Infinitely Wiſe Say- 
ing, and of our Proverb, is to-oblige us to a con- 
ſtant Care and Guard upon our Minds; that we 
ſhou'd not be eaſily Tempted into a Snare, nor 
Betray'd into any Folly : That we ſhou'd be as 
Unwilling to engage in an Ill Deſign, as we 
wou'd be to have it practis d upon Us; and that 


tion, Defire, or Inadvertency, to make us the 
Dupes of Deſigning Men, and promote the Ill 
Practices we Abhor. Thus it bids us be Awake, 
and enforces the Precept by a very good Argu- 
77 8 N „ ment 


we ſhou'd not ſuffer our Haſte, Paſſion, Condi- 


ws Moral Pfſays 
ment: For if the Wiſeſt Man may be catch'q, jy 
| muſt be a Fool that js not afraid of the Bait. 
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Giving to the Poor, 


Increaſes your Store. 
5 O Proverb can be mote worth Notice thu eat 
1 this, that Prompts to ſo Noble and Gen ene 
Tous an Action: At the ſame time that It props 
ſes the Duty, it points out the Reward: For as 10 
Pleaſure can be equal to that of doing good; {j 
the Satisfaction is immediate, a Man need not fty 
for the Return; but while the Hand is Liberal) 

Imploy'd, the grateful Senſation moves the Boſon 
with Delight. He that gives refreſhes the Bow. 
els of the Poor, and regales himſelf with the in. 
expreſſible Pleaſure of ſo good an Act. The Re. 
ward that is in Proſpect is Eternal; but to keey 
up the Hope of it very much is given in Hand; 
and we Taſte the fruit of our own Bounty in the 
very Diſtribution. Thus the Tenderneſs and Com. 
paſſion that moves us to the Kindneſs, is pleaſing; 
as are all the Operations of good Nature: They 
are agreeable to our Rational Souls, and never 
Ruffle or Diſorder our Mind: Tho' the fſtrongel: 


. Impreflions of Pity are a little Troubleſome when 
we can't Gratifie em to the full; yet there is ſom: V 
Satisfaction even in a good Wiſh : The tender Pal. © 
*fion relieves it ſelf by a kind Deſire and intention WW tt 

e We | 
oa n But IM 


4 
WY 
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d, But beſides the preſent Senſation, the Reflecti- 
4 is inexpreſſibly pleaſing. Tis the Reverſe of 
+ | Nature, the After-thoughts of which ſtrike 
—orror and Regret. The Guilt of an unkind A- 
on, fills the Mind with Diſturbance, Fear and 
 Wcſentment ; but to look back upon our Pity and 
ompaſſion, Bounty and Goodneſs, gives a Se- 
ret Joy : It ſhews us ſomewhat in our ſelves that 
Beautiful, and that can't but be Grateful to O— 
ers. Tis an Aſſurance that we have thus far 
urſu'd the End of our Being, and conſider'd our 
lation to Mankind; for we can't imagine the 
Deſign of our Life, or our Fortunes, is only to 
tha leafe our own Senſes. There is a Mutual De- 
Zen Pendance of Mankind upon one another, and 
rope bis demands a Mutual Concern and Aſſiſtance: 
25 nol be Miſeries of Others are for our Uſe and Im- 
1 : rovement, and ſhou d be the Object of our Pity, 
t tand the Subject of our Bounty: 
erall | 
wa. Humani .nibil a me alienum puto. 
Boy: . | . 
e in. We ſhou'd look upon the Misfortunes of every 
e Re. Man fo far our own, as to endeavour to Remove 
heey em: The poſlibilicy of our own Neceſſity ſnou d 
and; be a Motive to this Goodneſs to Others; and the 
n the more Extenſive this is, the greater we may ex- 


Com-MIpet the Return. Thus the Reflection upon a 
ſing; Liberal Communication, prevents our Fears of 
They Miſery to Come, as well as gives us Delight at 
never the preſent. ; | | 5 


when To this let us add the Thought of Divine Fa- 

ſome vour, and the peculiar Regards of Providence to 
 Paſ. Na Charitable Hand. This Virtue is a Bright Imi- 
ation tation of the Divine Beneficence ; and tis God- 
like to do Good and to Communicate. This re- 
5 | at commends 


* 
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% 


and takes away from its Perfection; tis the Re 
Charity as Deſign ; tis Compounding with G0 
Intereſt ; for doing that which is our Duty. 

3 The Divine Purpoſe in propoſing A Rewardi 


mane Nature is too ſubject to Vanity to purſis 
naked Virtue, and hazard any thing meerly for Her 


to the Obligation of the Duty, and the pleaſut 
done well is increas d by the Acknowledgment o 


ven. As Beneficence is infinitely pleaſing to Gol 


Other World. Like Seed thrown into the Ground 


tunes increaſe by the Diſtribution ; the Improve- 


\ 


a NES 

commends it even without a Reward 1 for As th 

Bounty of Heaven b CORE Free, and there 
e 


no Acceflion of Good to the Divine Nature hy 
All that Infinite Mercy has diſtributed to his Cre 
tures : So it becomes us to Imitate God, even i 
This, as far as we can; tho to Incourage and Sy 
port our Virtue, He has been pleas d to prope 
a Reward. To think of Merit ſullies the Vir: 


ſult of our Pride, and makes it look not ſo lik 


and Man, and making Terms of Advantage aul 


not to Pay our Merit, or becauſe He is in Debt u 
Us; But to excite and charm our Affections. Hu 


Sake; and therefore muſt be mov'd by the Pro. 
ſpect of Future Benefit, and the Incouragement 
of Advantage by what we Venture. For this Rea. 
{on, Charity has its peculiar Reward, which add 


of the Performance. The Satisfaction of having 
the Poor, and the Kindneſs and Bounty of Hes. 
on account of its Likeneſs to the Divine Na. 
ture; fo He has propos'd a diſtinct Felicity to 
Reward it: and does not always put it off to the 


it returns in its Seaſon, and a Good Man's For- 


ment is Senſible and Great, tho' it be not Imme- 
diate and Suddain ; but ſometimes referr'd to Po- 


Rerity : and the Temporal Reward of our Piet) 


refervd 


+ * 
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s I ſervd to our Heirs. The Conduct of Provi- 
re Nnce takes Care of this, That a Merciful Man 


re Mall not be intirely forſaken, nor his Poſtetit7 
Drei rgot in Diſtreſs 4 The Memory of his good Acti- 
en ins is an Obligation to Mankind, excites the 
Suompaſſions of the Good, and abates the Aver- 
posen and III Nature of the Wicked. Thus the In- 
iti puragements to this Virtue are Numerous, adap- 
ed to our Nature, and ought to excite the Mind 
li Acts of Tenderneſs and Goodneſs to Mankind. 

Gol ut there is ſomething in the Conduct of this Du- 
2 that exacts our Notice. . | 


I. The chearful and ready Addreſs to a good 


rd Vork, is a Grace to the Action. He that 
bt u ives with Reluctance and Regret, Benefits 
Hy Another, but loſes the Satisfaction Himſelf : 
rf his iſn't Charity, becauſe it does not Re- 


ult from Affection; tis more Convenience and 
Policy, than Mercy and Goodneſs to the Miſe- 
able. Love to Goodneſs ſhou'd be the Spring of 
his Action, and there ſhou'd. be a proportionable 


Ret 

add lcaſure in the Soul upon the Performance of it. 
ſuc is poſſible indeed, to exceed in the Action, 
vine put never in the Inclination and Deſire: But to 


liſtribute Charity with the Reluctance with which 
Man wou'd part with his Blood; as ſome People 


Golo, is not Virtue, but Avarice : For tis certain, 
Na- Nomething of Intereſt or Eſteem, is the Motive, 
y <0 ot the Pleaſure and Satisfaction of doing Good. 
> the To be compell'd to an Ad of Kindneſs by the 
und meer force of Argument, Importunity and Ad- 


Ireſs, is next to Refuſing it; a Demonſtration of 
a Vicious Mind, and a Low and Ungenerous 


gelination. 


II. Too 
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II. Too much diſtinction in the choice of th 
Object of our Charity, vitiates our. Purpoſe, ay 
changes the very Nature of the Action. *Tiſn 
Humanity, but Faction; and an Argument of; 
narrow Mind. The Perfection of our Love con. 
ſiſts in the nearneſs of its approach to the Diving 
Love to us; And as God makes his Sun to ſhine a 
the Fuſt and on the Unjuft, ſo ſhoud We. The Ex 
tent of his Goodneſs, is the Evidence of its Per. 
fection; and the Defect of our's, is its Limitz. 
tion and Confinement. Tis true, the Principy 
and firſt Object of our Good Nature ſhou'd be thy 
Virtuous and Pious ; but our general Compaſſion 
thou'd reach not only to a Few but a Samaritan! 
To open our Hand, or turn away our Eye from 
the Miſeries of Mankind, juſt as they agree with 
us in other Sentiments, is more like buying Pen. 
ſioners, than giving Alms ; and is uſing Liberalit 
to deſtroy Love. No Man in his own Caſe wou' 

be pleas d to paſs under ſo Partial a Diſtinction, 
or be content to be ſhut from the Favour of Man- 
kind, for the Particularities of his own Opinion, 
And thus in Charity there ought to be Regard to 
Juſtice and doing as we wou'd be done by; and 
we ſhou'd beſtow a Gift in all the Caſes we our 
ſelves wou'd expect It. Charity is like the Air 
and Water, in which every Man has an Intereſt; 
and he that attempts the Limitation of it to a Sed, 
is fo far the common Enemy of Mankind. The di. 
tribution ſhou'd be the Reſult of our Tendernek 
to the Miſerable, and our Obligation to the Dt 
vine Benignity and Goodneſs ; not our own In- 
_ tereſt, Humour, or Party. ©, 


III. The Motives to Charity and Beneficence 
ſhou'd be obſerv'd with a very curious Eye, and 
very ſevere Correction. Vanity and Oſtentation, 


Ale 


on Curious Proverbs, 161 
e Vices we are extreamly ſubject to; they mix 
ith our beſt Actions, and the Glory is apt to be 

ore in view than the Service. Now, to be ſeen, 
ilk d of and admir'd, are Motives that can only 
fluence a weak Mind, and are inconſiſtent with 


irn Divine a Principle as Love. Virtue is extream- 
e weak, when the Inclination to it Reſults from 
Eur Pride, and will move no farther than tis kept 
Per Countenance by Applauſe. "Tis Self-Love is 
nit Nie Deſign in this Caſe, and the Gift when Be- 


ow'd is a Favour to the Receiver only by Acci- 
ent: If our Fame cou'd be conſulted, as much 
y 11l Nature, as a Pretence to Compaſſion and 


tan &oodneſs ; tis probable, at leaſt, that thoſe that 
fron Court Popularity by their Alms wou'd purſue 
with heir Glory by the worſt Arts, and become more 
Pen. amous for their Ill Actions, than they are by a- 
aliy y of their Good Ones. Oſtentation converts 
oudhe pleaſure of a Good Work into Poiſon, and 

tion, evels it, upon a true View, with a very Bad 

lan- ne. It forfeits a. Man's Title to Acknowledg- 
lion. nent from Men, and the Reward of Heaven: 
d to he Firſt, becauſe an Action that was done only 


o gratifie One's own. Pride, merits no Compli- 


our nent from Another; tho by chance He had the 
Air enefit of it: And the Laſt, becauſe tis but Juſt, 

reſt, hat He who makes Efteem and Reputation the 
dec, igheſt Satisfaction to Himſelf, ſhou'd only en- 


joy the Airy Bubble for His Reward. 


IV. Charity and Juſtice ſhou'd move together, 
and be inſeparable in Life, as they are in their O- 
nginal. He that's in Debt is in Another's Power; 
not only by the Force of Law, but Reaſon and - 
Gratitude, All Obligations of this Nature muſt . 
be provided for, before we can be Intitled to any 
Thing; and we can't Give, till we are Fairly and 
* M Honour- 
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Honourably Poſſeſs d: To Give before we cn he v 
Pay, is Rapine, not Charity; a Kindneſs r dor 


One, and Injury to Another. A Man may coun oft N 
Fame by this Practice, till the Secret is diſcollfſh,.1q 
ver'd, but when the Hypocriſie appears, it turn 
to Scandal and Diſgrace. | | 


| ; : 9 5 5 : 15 7 : p ply, 
No Alchymy like to Thrift : Wiz: 
2 nn” 9 _ 


| 5 ; | OR, l im; 
A Penny Sav'd is a Penny Got 


"Rugality is an excellent Virtue, and Profule-Wakes 
nels as Enormous a Vice; the One does noMntm: 
appear ſo Bright, becauſe tis miſtaken for Co-. iche 
vetouſneſs ; nor the Other, appear ſo ViWpſleſ 
cious, becauſe it looks like Liberality: But theater 
Advantage of the One is never the leſs becauſe oiecci; 
its ſeeming Flaw, nor the Damage of the Other rn 
for its ſpecious Ser off; for indeed the One is it 
own Reward, . the Other its own Puniſhment, 


The Alchymiſts, upon whom this Proverb is one 
Satyr, are of all Mankind the moſt Vain and Ex as 
travagant; they delight to be call'd Adepti, once 

Adepts, becauſc they fancy themſelves infinitely. 
Happy that they have diſcover'd the great Secret, mp! 
by which Baſe Metals may be tranſmuted into cov 
Gold! Tis Wonderful to obſerve, with howhce | 


flrong an Imagination they purſde this a F 
FAS Ob» | S ö e 5 5 , F he 
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he Whimſies of Don Quixote are abundantly more 
s rdonable than their Diſcourſes, which are. the 
1101 oſt Myſterious and Unintelligible Jargon in the 
ct 


'orld ! But this is not the worlſt on't ; for ought. 
now there may be ſome Pleaſure in this. kind 
Lunacy : But that che Philoſopher's Stone ſhou'd 
loath a Man with Rags, and a, good Eſtate be 
nſum'd in the Chaſe of a Shadow, is never to 
> accounted for- n 


For this Reaſon the Proverb Laughs at their 
plly, who go a great way about to ſeek for 
iches that they may find in their own Boſom. 
ery Man carries the Philoſopher's Stone about 
im ; and if we have Wiſdom and Frugality in 
r Management, a good Eſtate may be got out 
a very little One prudently fav'd. Frugality 
rns every thing we touch into Gold; for it ei- 
er increaſes, and by continu'd, Improvement 
akes a Man Rich, or it gives him all the Con- 
ntment, Delight, and Satisfaction which the 
iches of Cræſus Himſelf cou'd do, if we were 
ſſeſs'd of em. For a Frugal Man is always 
ntented with a Little, and prepar'd for the 
eceir and Improvement of Much. He is go- 
rm'd by theſe two Rules, in which this Virtue 

des intirely conſiſt. „ Ou 


l. That nothing be Loſt. This is the great 
oncern of a good OEconomiſt; for an Eſtate 


Ea eaſily run off by Negligence as Extrava- 
2 1 ance. A looſe Rein in the Conduct of a Houſe, 
8 Impts to Waſte, and leaves the Eſtate in a Con- 
cret, 


mption unobſerv'd, till the Owner is Unable to 


by cover it: It Deeays while there's an Appear- 
ret, ice of Plenty; till at length the want of Neceſ- 
C ' | = | | 


M 2 | ſaries 


" Rags, | 
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ſaries Awakens our Reflection „ and Points Ou 
the Miſmanagement. 


II. The Expence ſhou'd be our: doe wit 
in the Limits of the Eſtate. He that don't o 
ſerve theſe is Profuſe, and muſt of Courſe ) 
preſs'd by Neceſſity. Misfortunes muſt overtal 
him in ſome part of his Life : For if every Day 
Expence be to the utmoſt of our Fortune, why 
hall anſwer the Accidents of Life, The III Su 
ceſs of Buſineſs, and the Extraordinary Deman( 
of the adverſe Turns of Providence ? A Ma 
_ ought to expect ſome Rubs ; for the Nature 
Things, and Order of the World will throw en 
in our Way: and thus Frugality recommendsi 
ſelf by the moſt ſenſible Arguments, which are! 
vifſible increaſe of Riches and Eſteem; but the & 
tisfactions of Extravagance are ſhort „ And thi 
Pleaſures Contemptible : To pleaſe the Eye, th 
Ear, or the Taſte, is but a low Recompence; 
for the Shame and Reproach of a Bankrupt; th 
Horror of a Jail, and Diſcontenc of Poverty aul 


2 When 
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Vhen you are an Anvil, Lye. 
yo: Se. 4: 


BUT, 


. 


your Fill. 


hen you are a Hammer, Strike 


IS hard to lie under violent Oppreſſion 
and be Quiet; but yet this is a neceſſary 
ictue, and a noble Exerciſe of Patience. Mol 
en believe tis impoſſible to govern their Paſſi- 
dns, and therefore keep but a light Rein, and let 
em take their Courſe. But in the Caſe here ſup- 
dos d, the Difficulty increaſes, and very few ſo 
uch as think of Moderation: the Smart of the 
njury and Oppreflion heightens and confirms | 
he Reſentment ; and even they that are Down, .. 


he Wrong, and diſcharge the Indignation and 
Fury it has rais'd ; The Countenance will ſhew 
he Paſſion, when the Hand can't; and the 
ongue is hard to be Reſtrain d, when the Senſe 
of Pain affects the Mind and ruffles a Man's Soul. 
he Reflection upon the Injury, ſuggeſts Reaſons 
tor the Anger, and Deſires of Revenge keep it upz 
prevent the Force of Reaſon, and make, the Ar- 
= a THREE —aFvr 


Then 


ind at Mercy, muſt have Time to Cool, forger 
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guments of Patience and Submiſſion Inſſ ;enificar 
For the Injur'd always believes his Reſentmey 
Juſt, and his Paſſions very Moderate. 


But riſer good to. carry this Reaſoning ty 
far; there are Rules of Prudence and good Con. 
duct, as well as Strict Juſtice : to Urge an || 
Man when we are in his Power, provokes on 
Misfortune; as a Slave adds to the Weight of hi 
Chain by gnawing it in the Sight of his Patroon 
If ic be a Man's Misfortune to be Singl'd out to he 
Oppreſs'd, and make Sport for a Tyrant, or 6 
ſurper, and ſuffer the Inſults of an Enemy; 3 "th 
beft to fir eaſie under it, till like Sampſon ol 
strength return, and we can pull the Houſe vp 
on their Head. In the Struggle our Defence 
ſhou'd be Brave, and our Spirit Vigorous and A. 
ctiye; but upon the Conqueſt, Silence is the 
moſt Comfortable, and the Safeſt Behaviour. To 
what purpoſe is it to Bark when we can't Bite; 
and bid an Enemy do his Worſt, when ' tis in K 
Power to take us at our Word? This is but Tor- Herve 
turing our Selves, becauſe we are Tormented by 
an Wa 


endes our Pal ons in this Caſe give the Ene: 
my an Advantage, and give Countenance to his 
Hl Uſage : He thinks He has Reaſon on his Side, 
becauſe his Igtereſt comes in, and He can't be- e. 
lieve Himſelf Safe; and 'tis poſlible your Turn 
may come, and He may feel your Revenge in 
proportion to the fierceneſs of your Reſentment, 
And thus Fear prompts Iil Nature, and makes an 
Oppreſſor Cruel: He that crys out when hes 
Bound, ſhall be ſure to be Gagg'd z and to reſil 
a Power too Big for us, is the ſure way to be 
Sacriſc d:A little Art therefore to Diſſemble out 
a! = . Ty 


„ 
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aſſions and cover the Fire that is within, is of 
reat Uſe; a Security at Preſent, and a Help in 
me to Come. Silence and Submiſſion till one's 
ut of a Villain's Power, is a good Inſtruction 


ICan 
men 


> tand a fine Policy. But the Laſt Part of the Pro- 
Con erb, 5 
an |] 8 1 
hen you are a Hammer Strike 
roh 3 | 


to be . Fil b 

r U. STE DL = 

needs a little Correction: It gives a little too much 
cope to Reſentment, and may tranſport us be- 


our 

ond che Rules of Virtue and Religion. The moſt 
ene uſt Anger ought always to be Short; for the Spi- 
d it of Revenge is a very Rank Devil, and has often 


ore Prejudice in the Conſequence, than Plea- 
ure in the Uſe. Forgiveneſs is a Noble Virtue, 
ind Heaven has made it our Duty, that a Man 


the 
10 
ite ; 


n hxMMnight find ſome Mercy for God's Sake, who de- 
Tor-. erves none for his Own. A Good Man in being 
ae to Forgive, appears in the Image of his 


reator ; and his Virtue is the Brighter by the 
alice and Ill Nature of his Enemy : The more 


Zne- le Pardons His Glory Increaſes, and His Satis- 
hi action grows with his Compaſſion and good Na- 
ide Mute. Bur tiſn't eaſie to fix the, Meaſures of For- 
be- 


piveneſs in Caſes of Violent Oppreſſion, Rob- 
bery and Wrong. However, 1 


urn 
> 1n 
ent, 
5 an 
he's 
eſiſt 
) be 
our 
"ns, 


Judgment and Reaſon, not Paſſion and Re- 

enge, muſt Govern the Conduct in this Caſe, to 

exact Only our Due, and a Return of the Spoil 
ith Ill Nature and Paſſion, Inſult and III Will: 

I; againſt the Rules of Virtue and Charity: But 

till a Hy pocrite ſhou'd be Uncas'd and ſhewn to 
+... , Mz 
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the World; an Oppreſſor ſtript of his Power, an 
oblig'd to reſtore the Spoil : For when Virtue ay 
Honour get the Cauſe, the Vidtory ought ng 
to be fruitleſs ; nor an Ill Man carry off the P. 
fir, and revel at the Coſt of the Innocent. Thy 
far, then, Satisfaction may be inſiſted on, inf 
ſtill there will be room enough for a very larg 
Exerciſe of Charity; for tho the Law ſhou'd ꝶ 
ſtore the Plunder, the Recovery will be a Ver 
tion and a Charge ſufficient to require a grey 
deal of Patience and Refignation, in him that for 
gives the Author of his Troubles. 


d 


r vou 
A Wall between preſerves Love 


OR, 


— 
— 


Too much . Familiarity breed; 


__ Contempt. any 

XI the firſt Reflection one wou'd be tempted eur 

I to think the Reverſe of theſe Proverbs mot F 
Probable, than that Love and Friendſhip ſhoui¶ ſup 
decreaſe by Intimacy and Exerciſe: But a Fit rig 
will go out with too much Stirring, as well per 

for want of Fuel. Inviolable Affection is much the 


in Talk and Notion, but tis ſeldom found in Pra. ane 
ctice. Experience proves that the Unhappines f v 
of Human Nature is ſuch, that nothing here h in 
perfect : Virtue It-ſelf has a moral Morealiy! me 


8 


„ 
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5 account for this, we muſt take a View of 
ur Nature and Condition; and this will point 
t the Vices that often render familiar Con ver- 4 
tion Uneaſy and Odious. There is without diſ- 
te, a Love to Variety and Change in every 
ody; and this Humour ſeems to reſult from our 
onſtitution, which is form'd of ſuch Principles 
always look forward: Neither the. Eye, nor 
ar, nor any Faculty we have, is ever ſo in- 
rely pleas'd ; but ſomewhat New will divert, 
ive a freſh Reliſh, take off the preſent, and in- 
oduce another ſort of Satisfaction: But if it 
row up to Wantonneſs, becomes Impertinent, 
rregular, and, Ungovernable ; it takes away all 
ue Pleaſure, breaks through all Obligations, 
ad brings us to a Vicious Levity ; which a Vir- 
vous Mind ſhou'd always be afraid of. This Dif- 
order is the Effect of the firſt Pollution of our 
ind; which Divine Wiſdom has not thought 
t perfectly to cure; Perhaps, that we might be 
aught, that nothing ſhort of Divine Love, is 
apable of giving unchangeable Delight. 


Now Love and Friendſhip are fo much the 
Felicity of this Life, that 'tis great Wiſdom to a- 
'0id every thing that may violate em. Both 
our Choice of the Objects, and the Conduct of 
dur Selves in the Enjoyment and Converſation of 


nor a Friend, muſt be look d to: For tho one wou'd LI 
ou'dMſuppoſe, that if It be once ſincere, had a true o- 
Fir: Mriginal, and was wiſely Contracted, it ſhou'd be 


i perpetual, and the firmer for the Frequency of 
uch che Exerciſe ; yet tis eaſy to run into Exceſs, 
Pra. ¶ and by multiply d Viſits break that Friendſhip we 
ne: wou'd improve. Thus ſome People are fo imper-. _ 
e ö finent with their Profeflions of Love, that tis 
ity [WJ more diſturbing than their Hatred: For tho er 
ß WIG loves 
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loves his Friend, yet he wou'dn't chuſe to be 
haunted as never to be Maſter of Himſelf, Fy 
- ry Thing out of ſeaſon is offenſive; and if ity 
repeated, the Nauſea increaſes, and a Man cy 
help being ſhy and cold to a troubleſome trifiy 
Viſiter ; which at laſt turns to Averſation, and e 
Hatred. Beſides, People by too much Intimay 
diſcover one another's Vices : And as ſome x 
pear beautiful at a Diſtance, who on a near Viey 
may be almoſt {aid to be deform'd ; So to key 
up a mutual Eſteem, tis beſt not to know all 
a Friend, leſt ſomewhat that we now admit 
ſhou'd diſcover It-ſelf quite otherwiſe than t 
thought It. 8 | 


For this reaſon, many People who convert 
agreeably enough, and with renewed Pleaſure, 
while under .the Character of Friends ; pron 
but unhappy, if join'd in Marriage, or live to. 
gether in one Houſe. A little Diſtance make 
a Viſit long'd for in our Abſence, and welcome 

when tis made: But if you thruſt your-ſelf 
into a Friend's Company every Day, it rare) 
fails of creating ſome Suſpicion and Diſtaſte d 
vou: which made Solomon, that great and wil: 
. Moraliſt, in his incomparable Collection of Pro- 
verbs, recommend this kind of Converſation under 
Caution: Tis to be taſted like Honey; too much 
cloys of courſe ; and therefore he adds, Le: th 
Foot be ſeldom in thy Neighbour s Houſe, legt he be ful 
of thee, and ſo hate thee. And they that obſerne 
this Rule, will find every Viſit confirm their Af. 
fection, and their mutual Love heighten'd by 
Fruition. 585 V 
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II 
Happy 1s the Wooing 
That Is nor long a Doing, | 


OURT SHIP is a very Nice and Curious 
Art, and requires a peculiar Care, and ex- 
ct Decorum in the Management. To begin 
ith Wiſdom, purſue It with Innocence, perfect 
t with Succeſs, or relinquiſh It with Honour, is 
Thing very difficult; and therefore ſome Re- 
ections upon this Action of Life, are of uſe ; 
oth to direct to our Happineſs, and preſerve our 
irtue and Reputation. The Choice of the Per- 


ome on we addreſs to, is of the firſt Concern in this 
-(el\fair : For he that makes Love to a Fool or an 
rely Woman; can't avoid Affronts, Shame, and 
e oDiſgrace : If you're diſappointed in this Caſe, 
wil: Wis 2 Bleſſing; but yet it leaves a Reflection 
Pro- pon you, for the Folly of the Attempt : And 
1der f you ſucceed, you're ſure to ſuffer more by 
uch he Purchaſe, than in any Bargain you can make! 
his ſuppofes that a Man ſhou'd not be raſh in. 
ful he Entrance on ſuch a Work, nor purſue an 
ric Affair of that Moment with too much Haſte : For 
Ai-Who' long Courtſhips are of ill Conſequence ; yet 


0 be too quick, is often making Haſte to. be un- 
2 % Eo Way fr 


In the Beginning of à Courtſhip, the Parties 
Iacu'd always fix their Reſolution to Ro 
Wn %% - their 


FL 
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their Innocence; which in long Courtſhip, | 


often betray'd and ruin d. A Paſſion that at fi Put | 
might be diſcreet and pure enough; for want mY 
cc 


Care may grow into an unhallow'd Flame. |; 
timacy and Opportunity have deceiv'd even 
wiſe and virtuous Pair, and drawn em into 
Repentance, accompany 'd. with Diſhonour 2 
laſting Reproach ! And therefore, as a My 
-ſhou'd never begin any Addreſs of this fort, Mie 
with Deſigns of Virtue, and to perfect It if pf 
ble; So 'tis a weak and fooliſh thing to run i} 
Hazard of a Crime which has Nature, Love, a0 


Opportunity on it's ſide : when a happy Eni.“ 
ment may be had, without any Turpitude ; wit ay 
out Guilt upon the Mind, or Reflection upq _- 
our Reputation. | Hg 5 

But there is another kind of Innocence, fi" * 


which it's fit a Man ſhou'd have all poſſible Re 
gard in this Affair. The Integrity of the Mind 
and the Sincericy of our Tongue, ought to b 
religiouſly kept up and preſerv'd, as well as th 
Purity and Chaſtity of the Body. Falſhood i 
this caſe is diſhonourable : And tho' the Poets tal 
that Fupiter purs the Diſcourſes and Promiſes d 
Lovers into a Bottomleſs Bag; a Chriſtian ought 
to know, we have to do with a God that dont 
permit us to trifle with Him or with one another 
in any Caſe; and much leſs in ſo ſacred a thing 
as Courtſhip Is, or ought to Be ! And thi 
Thought is to the purpoſe of our Proverb ; Far 
too long Courtſhips often prove falſe ; New Ob- 
jects or new Offers are apt to taint. a Man's Mind, 
and prompt him to a perjur'd Inconſtancy ; whit 
at once ſinks his Reputation, and terrifies bi 
Conlcience. 55 
- * 0 8 PER 


But 
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But beſides theſe Inconveniences, which attend. ' 
long Courtſhip ; it often both prevents the 
cceſs, and interrupts our fair and honourable 
treat. This, perhaps, is the hardeſt thing in 
e World to make with a clear unſpotted Cha- 
ger: For as there is uſually ſome Peeviſhneſs - 
on a Breach, on both ſides; ſo they ſeldom 
are each other's Reputation at Parting : And 
en the Worid, who will take npon 'em to be 
dge, can't avoid cenſuring your Conduct; for 
eping 2 thing ſo long in hand, which at 
was ſo eafily diſſolv d: And if you paſs off 
ithout any real occaſion of Reproach ; yet the 
xt Attempt will be clog'd, if not intirely de- 
ated by the Remembrance of your laſt Miſcar- 
ge. Twill be impoſſible to come off with- 
ta Blot, or the loſs of a good part of your 
ſteem in the World. Hereupon, No Man 
ght to enter ſo far in Love, but he may re- 
eat with Honour: And when ſo great an Af- 


ven 
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wy ir is once brought to this, That it will be a Re- 
od fi <192 to deſert It; we ought to preſs the Ac- 
ts l pliſhment, and not run into the Temptation 


any thing Unbecoming our Virtuous Preten- 
ons, or that may violate our Fame, and ruin our 


iſes d 
ougit 
dont 


lappineſs. 


Sometimes, however, tis impoſſible to avoid a 
reach in this Caſe. People may diſcover Vices 
Fo each other, that may oblige em to quit the 

» Ob. retenſions they have made ; or ſome Circum- 
Mind ances may render the Match ſo unequal, and im- 
which robable to ſucceed, that one of the Parties may 
es hö oblig'd to retreat. This inforces the Caution of 
e Proverb, not to enter too far; but it won't ju- 
ify the ill Uſage that People ſhew one another at 
Bu f 8 
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Parting. Tis common enough for a Woman 
declare her Averſion, and for her Friends to 
fuſe their Conſent ; and yet lay the Ignominy. 
the Rupture upon the Gentleman, who aq; 
with Honour in the Addreſs. There is a way 
Playing a CRIMPY and ſeeming to ſtand 0 
to draw a young Spark on, to fave half the Fo 
tune, wheedle a Novice into an extravagant Joi 
ture, or put off a Niece cheap: And if 0h 
WOODCOCK fees the Snare, He is to be 
proach'd for not coming into It! Now a Mang 
Honour iſn't therefore to be fool'd, becauſe h 
has miſ-plac'd his Addreſs, and the Relations ha 
a Deſign to ſharp him in the Match, or inſu 
him upon his Drawing off. 


But this ſtill Inforces the Arguments for Cay: 
tion; and ſhews a Man ought always to kee) 
himſelf as free as he can. Vows and Promiſe 
are dangerous; for they may oblige to an I 
convenience: Tis better therefore never to make 
any; bur reſerve a Liberty for a reaſonable Tres 
ty, and an Honourable Retreat. And if the Lady 
will quarrel that ſhe waſn't Forc'd, as is ſometime 
the Caſe ; Who can help it? The being conſci- 
ous of having acted with Honour, will be a &. 
tisfaction in the main; tho' tis ſtill a Reflection, 
that you {aw the Trick intended you, no Sooner. 


1.X11; Noa 
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one but Fools and Knaves lay 
Wagers. yo | 

HE Reaſon given for this Saying, is, be- 

cauſe He's a Fool that ventures his Money, 


he iſn't ſure to win ; and he's a Knave that 
es it becauſe he Is: The firſt is an Argument of 


cu rity, to put a certain Price upon a ludicrous 
kee rice of Fortune, and buy future Hope at the 
miſe Hazard of a preſent Price: The other is 


an led on as Cunning and Deſign, and is nothing 
male t laying a Trap to impoſe on the Ignorant. Now 
Tre this mayn't be juſt applicable to every 
Lade; yet the Arts of common Wagerers ought | 
etime t to receive too much Countenance ; for filly 
onſci. Hople are drawn in by em to their Prejudice. 


2 N isis a kind of Gaming, and ſhou'd be ſubject 
ction che Laws of It: For as a Man ought not to 
oner, with the Defigns and Events of Providence; 


Matters of great Weight ought not to be 
kd on by Wagers. Tis diſputable, at leaſt, 
ether the Lives of Men, the. Succeſſes of 
ttles and Sieges, and Revolutions of States 


ort; which looks like 1 to the great 
vereign of the Univerſe: And if the Sum ven- 


None 


d be large, is a ſort of Tempting our ſelves 
oppole and murmur at that Providence 2 | 
V | diſap- 


d Kingdoms, are decent Subjects for this ſort of 
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diſappoints us, and is the occaſion of our preſy 
Loſs. And when this way of Wager becom 
as it has been of late, a fort of Trade, in whit 
ſome Men have ventur'd their whole Sto 
there is the more Danger of being catch'dh 
this Snare, and we may eaſily be found fightiy 
_ againſt God! Wo 


To prevent this, I wou'd inſiſt on't, that a M 
ger ſhou'dn't be ventur'd. on any thing to cony 
but what naturally comes within our Capacy 
to Know and Perform ; the Bett ſhou'd neverh 
more than what might innocently be ventur da 
any Diverſion. He that Betts high, has the h 
zard of being undone without the Pleaſure q 
Advantage of the Exerciſe of the Game : An 
*ewill be no Excuſe, that he was drawn In; fi 
that only fixes on him the Character of Fo 
If therefore. Virtue gives us any Permiſſion t 
venture on this kind of Play, we ſhou-d be ſur 
to keep up to the Rules of It: That it be H 
neſt, and without Falſhood or Quibble ; Mod 
rate, and free from Exceſs, Covetouſneſs, a 
Fraud: For it can never become a Man tot 
Wicked in Jeſt ; or make the Turns and Ever 
of Providence the Matter of his Sport, or ti 
Occaſion of Falſhood and Deceit. 5 
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Story never loſes by Car- 


a 


Com T Ing. | | 

aPacih 1 Ja 1 

Ver i 5 1 b dis Se . 

rd Mong the Vices of the World, there are 
he l Some that have not ſo odious a Name, 


at are yet as miſchievous to Human Society, 


ure | . 0 . | \ . . 
d injurious to Every Body, as the vileſt Enor-. 


o 
® 


n - (ities ; Becauſe Theſe only injure the Guilty, 
Fo t the Other ruin the Innocent: And among 
ond eſe, Tatling and Scandal muſt be reckon'd as 
e ſolt pernicious... The One makes way for the 


e H cher: For Whiſpering and Tittle-tattle are the 
Mod chicle of ill Reports, Slander, and Injurious 
elections. Our Proverb is concern'd with the 
"ro ift; and 'tis extremely worth while to obſerve 
Eren a Story will increaſe by being toſs d from 
'r tine Buſy-body to Another; like a rolling Snow- 

Wall, till 'tis even paſt moving, breaks and diſ- 
olves. with its own Weight, and the Warmth of 
he People's Hands that tumble it about. The 
ch of Talking, a heedleſs Way of Diſcourſe, 
ind a Love to. tell ſomewhat that's New, is the 
ault of the moſt Innocent of this ſort of Tale- 
dearers : But in a Multitude there is a mixture of 
Malice, and in all ſome Inclination to carry an Ill 
dtory rather than a Good One: For they are never 
cen to be ſo ready in throwing about any Man's 
irtues as they are at repeating and enlarging 

| N upon 
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upon his Miſtakes, Errors, Follies, or Migy 
tunes! Perhaps the Reaſon may be, that thy 
can't draw a good Picture ſo exactly as a Bad Ou 
But the moſt probable Cauſe, is their own Ind 
nation to Evil; which makes em judge the ſay 
of Others, aud rejoice when they do but fang 
they have found any Body like themſelves. 


The uſual Cover for this impious Blowing u 
on other People's Reputations, and publiſhing 
Stories to the Prejudice of their Neighbour, i 
ſome Pretence of Reſpe& or Pity ; and tis: 
ways prefac'd with a Charge of one Goflip i 
another; III tell you, but pray don't tell an 
«© body! I wou'dn't for any thing that this Stor 
e ſhou'd do ſuch or ſuch a one any Hun 
And thus the Hypocrites publiſh the very Thin 
they wou'd have you believe they deſire to 
conceal'd; and blaſt your Reputation, whik 
they pretend to be concern'd for It! That part d 
a Story that One forgets, Another pieces. out; 
and if it don't anſwer their Purpoſe, or! 
too weak a Scandal to paſs current; tis but e 
grafting a Handſome Invention of their own 
and it becomes perfectly a New One! The nen 
Turn is to huddle both together; from whence, 
as occaſion preſents; a Third and Fourth are pro 
duc'd, and theſe to-ſpawn over and over; till no 
one of the Whiſperers knows his own Story, and 
the Perſon injur'd knows none of em, and yt 
has no manner of Defence: For becauſe thelt 
People are not openly Scandalous, and ſome 0 
dem pretend much to Religion, they ſhall be be- 
 Hev'd long enough to do ſo much Hurt, as cant 
in a long time be recover d. Oe 


a 
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The Gravity and ſolemn Pretences of theſe re- 
d and poliſh'd Hypocrites, gives em juſt Re- 
utation enough to do Miſchief, and they have 
o manner of Diſpoſition to do any Good. 
hey are moſtly in the Shape of Devout Old Wo- 
en, who have viſited ſo many. Churches, heard 
many Sermons, and talk d ſo long of Religion, 
at they have forgot It! But there are Men, 
ho deſcend to theſe little Arts; and know how 


ng Ut 


l1{hin 


pr: f > find their own Account in talking to their 
flip u eighbour's Prejudice; or ſetting theſe Buſy- bo- 
elan ies to work, to Spread, Increaſe, and Multiply 
Stone Story: Which from every hand has a new 
HunWct-off, and receives new Force to hurt and de- 
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troy the Innocent. 1 
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LXV. 


Tho' the Sun ſhines, don't leave 
your Cloak at Home. . 


. WA 


ill no | VFC e 
is Wiſe Man never thinks himſelf too ſecure ; 
4 ye nor thinks ſo well of his preſent Condition, 


s to deprive himſelf of the Means which may 
reſerve the Happineſs he has obtain'd, or reſtore 
t in caſe of an unhappy Turn. Every Man has 
decaſion for a brisk Application of this Proverb to 
Himſelf ; for its Uſe is univerſal, touches every 
Sage and Condition of our Life, either Private 
or Publick. In a Private Life, tis ſeen every day, 
that Mens Ruin is haſten'd by dropping their 
"ER 1-5 7V ͥ lth. Care 
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Care and Application too ſoon! Upon a lit 
Proſperity, Multitudes are apt to run into a ca 
leſs Negligence, and from thence into Excel 
and don't confider, that an Eſtate is to be py 
ſerv'd and improv'd, by the ſame Diligence af 
ſteady Conduct, It was firſt got. Others hy 
ving made their Advantage of a Friend, and be 
rais d by his Aſſiſtance; as ſoon as they co 


| ia an the 
to ſtand alone, throw off Advice, and truſt Me P 
their own Management before they are intite c tt 


Maſters of their Deſign. But this has been oſtel 
Fatal; and beſides the Ingratitude of it, lg 
prov'd the worſt thing that cou'd be done : Fy 
tis always beft to have your Advice at hand 
Upon any ill Accident or Surprize, 'tiſn't ea 
to find a Friend at all; and to be fure not u 
find one ſo capable of aſſiſting in an Emergence 
as He who knew your Bottom, and led you ſo fa 
coward a certain Accompliſhment of your Inter 
tion. But tis endleſs to enter into Examples 0 
People undone by being more ſecure than they 
ought: But this Rule ſhou'd never be forgot, Tha 
a Storm that is over- blown may return; and that 
a. Wiſe Man ſhou'd never, if poſſible, be out « 
reach of ſomewhat to ſhelter Him. 


In Political Affairs, a Neglect of this Caution 
is equally, if not more dangerous: Which ſhoul 
make a Wiſe Prince, Miniſtry, and People, con. 
_ . Eur to avoid ſo fatal a Conduct. Thas been mot 
than once the Fate. of great Kingdoms, that hat 
been rais d by Succeſs in their Wars, to be loſt anl 
ruin d by a ſupine Negligence and Opinion of Safe 
ty, in Peace. Treaties ſnou'd never be look d up 
on as inviolable by an Enemy; but a Stateſmai 
ought both to ſuppoſe they may be broke, and pro- 
vide againſt a poſſible War: For as the - 
2 „ C HILLEL SEED LE C08 Pal 
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ace is always firmeſt at its firſt making; ſo tis 
Kceßery day after weaker, and more likely to be 
psd! Some new Events provoke and encou- 
© a: an Enemy to attempt upon You. If the 
rs hy reaty was to his Diſadvantage, tis always in his 
beg gn, to retrieve by a new War what was loſt 

can che laſt. If, on the other hand, you loſt b 
ut Me peace; he'll. be ſure to add new Weight, 
rei: the Balance may continue to turn upon his 


* 


lite 
1 Care 


olte de, and you never be able to recover It. For 
„ Reaſon, a Nation ſhou'd never diveſt It. ſelf 

oy its Guard, neglect its Strength, throw cit its 

and c 


irtue, and grow looſe, careleſs, and unſteady in 
t cal Councils: But keep up its Dignity, improve 
10t ug Virtue, cheriſh its native Strength, and keep 
ence + Poſture' of Defence. For he'd be a very 

fo fa oliſh Shepherd, that becauſe he had kill'd the 
nter olf, ſhou'd to ſave Charges hang up his Dog $ 
les Mad yet this has been the Cafe ! The fineſt Ifland 


 theſ Europe has, in our Time, been a Temptation 

Til an Invader, for want of Ten Ships that durſt 
1 coal: ventur'd to Sea to prevent It; tho it had 

Ut 0 


bundance of unneceſſary Troops? 


But beſides the Concern a Politician ſhou'd 
ew for the true Security. of his Country, by 
houl lways keeping up its Military Power and Repu- 
co-Scion ; He ſhou'd never forget a wiſe Security at 
moVome by the beſt Laws. It has been the Misfor- 
hareWine. of our Nation, to be too negligent: in a 
t and; 00d Reign ; and of courſe Embarrals'd, and in 


ation 


Safe danger of Ruin in a Bad. People happy and at 

d ve under a good Prince, have reaſon to be ex- 
ſmauhremely fond of ſo rare a Bleſſing 3 bur not to 
 ProfWeſtroy the good Laws they. have, or neglect the 

mad aling new Ones, out of mere Complement and _ 
eat joney- moon. The Swedes and Danes repent this 
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now tis too late; tho' they made the extraoꝶ 
nary Surrender of their Liberties to Two of f 
beſt Princes they ever had upon the Throne. Ny 
this is inexcuſable : for a Wiſe Man wou'd new 
give a Tooth out of his own Head, for One in; 
ny other Man's Hand; nor becauſe He's eaſe; 
' Preſent, never think how to be ſure of Safety f 
the Future. ; | 
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LXVI. 
A Good Poet is often a Bi 


o 


Man. 79 © 
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JF JOetry is an Incomparable Art, has ſomeui 
Sacred in it; Charms the Mind, and ine 
ſiſtibly enters a Man's Soul : "Tis impoſſible tob 
a great Genius without ſome ſtrong Inclinatin 
to this Exerciſe ; and Pleaſure and Satisfaction i 
a good Poem: in which Senſe and Numbers unit 
to recommend Virtue and Religion, and give 1 
the ſame time a Taſte of the Infinite Pleaſur 
of Both! The Deſign of this Divine Art is] 
to Inſtruct and Pleaſe, and is therefore the mol 
Serviceable and Delightful to Mankind : For thi 
Realon it has been thought its Original Uſe wi 
in Divine Service, and the Poets have been E 
ſteem'd  Infpir'd : And ſince we are ſure thi 
ſome of em were ſo, and that ſo much of thi 
Service of Heaven is Sacred Song; tis no In 
probable Thought that our firſt Parents learn 
this Delightful Worſhip of the Holy Angels, and 
Tranſmitted ſome Divine Poems to their Poſter 
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traci in the Original Method of Oral Tradition; 
of nich being Loſt, the Art was Reſtor'd by the 
e. NM irine Spirit, and the Incomparable Pieces of 
d neu %, Moſes, David and Solomon, preſerv'd as Pat- 
ne in rns of It: Tho? none have ever ſince come up 
eaſe I the Originals; which for the Greatneſs of 
ety Meir Subjects, Juſtneſs of Expreſſion, Softneſs of 


eir Charms, and eaſie entrance into the Mind, 
e abſolutely Perfect, and ſpeak themſelves to be 
irine | | Noe 

But this Reflection obliges me to Correct the 
roverb; for a Bad Man can't be a Good Poet! 
he Perfection of the Character lies in keeping up 
> the Noble Deſign and Intention of the Art; and 
is is to Inſtruct with Pleaſure : There muſt be 
uſtneſs of Thought, Propriety of Expreflion, and 
orality in the Precepts of a Poem: Now an Ul 
lan's Principles are Naught, and his Idea's Foul; 
e can't keep up to Juſt Rules, nos. ſecure a 
ure Expreſſion ; His Thoughts will fly off into 
ewdneſs or Impiety ; and tho He may keep 


Bat 


1ewhy 
d irt 
> tO de 
nation 


ion ear through a few Lines, yet His Work will 
uni Tinctur'd with the Vices that poſſeſs his Incli- 
Ive ation; the Praiſes He gives Virtue, will always 
calueWe too Low); for He can't poſſibly Think up to 


It 15, 
mol 
or thi 
e Wi 


es true Value in his Verſe, that does not intirely | 
Reliſh It in his Mind, nor purſue it in his Pra- 
„ . | ph Se 1 
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The Inſtances that may be Urg'd to prove this 


en E 

: thalWre among the greateſt of the Character in eve- 
f they Age. Homer and Virgil are the Pureſt of An- 
o InWiquity ; but they cou'dn't always keep up to the 


arn rear Deſign of Inſtruction. Ovid had a Softneſs 
, andnd Air that was fit for Sacred Love and the 
tene; but the Vice of the Man ſpoil'd the Poer, 
- | N II = On 
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_ threw his Thoughts into Lewd Amours ; Pollan 

Idea's crowded in upon his Mind, and the dol 
being Tainted, His Meditations of courſe ry 


Muddy, and He ſunk his Character by the 0. 
ſcenity of his Schemes and Expreſſion. A 


Horace, Juvena! and Martial, had Wit, Judy. 
ment and Senſe ; but their Blots are as Obvioy 

as their Beauties! The Songs of the One an 

Tinctur'd with Levity, and the Epigram and Sam 
of the Other with Blaſphemy and Smut. Virtz 
was more in their Talk than Affection, their Ad. 

miration than Practice: And thus their who 

Works fell ſhort in an Eſfential Point; Brake 

upon Decorum,and are in many Parts apter to Cor 
rupt the Reader than Inſtruct, to Inflame than Sup 

preſs the diſorder'd Appetires of Mankind! Ani 

how ſhou'd it be otherwiſe? Tis poſſible that the 

Verſe may be our of Order, where we may {af 
Vita Proba et ; but where Vice Governs the Pn. 
Rice, it can't but Infect the Thought. 


As for the Moderns, they han't only brought MP? * 
down the Infection; but ſpread .it, and ſet uy 
Lpon a falſe Bottom. They have choſe rather to 
Tleaſe than Teach, and have ſubverted the very 
Order of Nature in Poetry: And having thus pro. 
pos d a Wrong End, have intirely miſcarry'd in 
the Conduct. Morality han't been ſo much = 
Heart with 'em as Pleaſure, they have Tickle 
Vice rather than Reprov'd It; and which is work, 
Virtue has been Inſulted, and Outrag'd without 
Cover or Excuſe. There have been Men of Ge. 
nius and Capacity enough for the Character 
but their Vices have hinder'd their Formation: 
And the leaſt Vitious have carry'd off the Char- 
cler of the beſt Poets; Milton, Waller and 92 
Er „„ 12's 
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ve come up nigheſt to the Dignity of the Chara- 


ol 

e 9 er, and muſt have been Perfecks if their Virtue had 

le nen equal to their Wit, and their Religion propor- 
ond to their Learning! But all the Lewd Pre- 


nders to the Art have come ſhorr of It; even 


e 0 
er, Oldbam and Dryden who had the bright- 


Jud ſt Talents, the deepeſt Learning, the moſt di- 
brian inc Judgment, have ſully'd their own Chara- 


ter: And tho' their Verſe is fine, they have miſs d 
e Aim and Reward cf a True Poet. For with- 
ut Virtue, tis impoſſible to pleaſe the Muſes. 


je are 
San 
Virtue 


ir Ad. 1 FE | : Fs 12 
who In Short, An Art that had ſo Divine an Origi- 
ake al, ſhou'd have been kept Sacred to Virtue and 
) Corlfcligion. . He that attempts to Reſtore it, ſhou'd 


ft de Religious as well as Learned; for a Vi- 


Sup. : 11 
ious Poet Proſtitutes Virtue and Honour, and 


And 


at te fan't think equal to his Pretenſions But He that 
y as Judgment to chuſe a Subject that's Divine, 
Pra Fancy to form his Deſign, Learning to Adorn 


and Beautifie its Parts, and Virtue to be his Guide: 
ill never want a Genius, Thought or Expreſſi- 
on equal to the Greateſt.Work, and be ſure of 


wel 
4 Immortality for his Reward. 
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| 45 [XVIL 
He who faid, Nothing gain'd hi 


Point. 


Avery Man is apt to be eager in his Addreſſe 
for a Favour: and wou'd have all Bufinek 
Poſt- pon'd for the Service he expects from a p: 
tron, or Friend: But a Man may be very eaſjy 
Miſtaken in his Zeal for Himſelf, and eſpecial 
if his Affair lie at Court; for here he may hap. 
pen to be too Buſie as well as too Negligen 
Men of Figure and Intereſt, don't love to be 
Teaz d, nor is it fit they ſhou'd ſuffer It; and 
therefore the ſureſt way to be Diſappointed is to 
be Importunate and Urgent without Diſcretion, 
A Modeſt Silence and Attendance is a nice piece 
of Virtue ; for tho to Wait and Expect is a Work 
of Pain and Fear, yet tis often of the Laſt Con- bei 
ſequence to Buſineſs, to Bear, be Eaſie and d. lea 
lent. But the Meaſures of this are hard to be un- Bu 
derſtood, ſhou'd be Study'd and Curiouſly Ob- r 
ſerv'd : that we may know when tis Decent tu Fe 
preſs hard upon Great Men, and when tis fit to 28 

Withdraw, be Anſwer'd with a Nod, and Retire Ml »: 
till the Lucky Minute. 8 | 


Now 'tis impoſſible to give certain Rules for Ml it 
this, becauſe every thing Humane is Unſteady ; Wt! 
the Humours of the Beit Men Uncertain, and Ml 
we our ſelves are not always competent Judges of 
. %% OT SER - = 


4 


on Curious Proverbs, 187 
- own Buſineſs, and leſs of our Patron's Diffi- 
ties and Zeal for our Service. Perhaps That E 
e take to be Delay, Trifling and Put Off; -may . © 
> Wiſe Menage in our Friend, who may be | 
rcd to diſguiſe his Deſign to ſerve us, till *tis in 
js Power to do it to Purpoſe. Beſides, a Man 
Honour that finds himſelf over preſs d may be 
ngry to think himſelf ſuſpected, and this Paſſion 
ay carry things to your Diſadvantage ; for eve- 
y thing is capable of going Wrong, which makes 
:udence to be the moſt Difficule and Uncertain 


dreſs hing in the World: For 'tis almoſt impoſſible to 
uſine; now whether your Conduct to others be exactly 
a Pr WP cudent or not. But, | > FBS; 
ealily Rn 3 | Z 2 
cialil8 The beſt Method in Caſes of this Nature, is to 
hap. e ſure to whom you apply, to depend on em 
igen o more than you needs muſt ; to addreſs with 
o be Modeſty, and let the Arguments you Urge for 
an Diſpatch, be as few, and in as reſpectful Terms 
is to ſas poſſible: That your Preſſing may be rather 
tion, thought the Reſult of Neceſſity than Suſpicion, 


of Indiſcretion than Ill Manners ; and at laſt the 
leſs Reflections you make on your Ill Uſage, and 
being Neglected, the better: For He who made 


d S. Meat to do, has often ſucceeded, when a Raſh; © 
un- Buſie, Importunacy has made an Enemy of a 
Ob- Friend; and when you have been refus'd One 
t to Favour, has quite prevented your attempting to 


ask Another: For as every Man loves to have the 
Services he does you, look like Kindneſs and a 
Favour : So too eager urging makes him think 

you look on it as a Debt, and accordingly you 
ſhall be ſure to be us'd like other Creditors : Tho' 


the Modefteſt are not always ſure to be paid firſt, 
and yet an gpm nec Dun is very Odious, and ſo is 
sofa Buſie, Clamorous Addrefs. . 
OUT IN SS . 85 Piney . LE 
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he ſpeaks It. Men of the beſt Senſe. can't hel 


tant, they make no Difference; but introduce e. 
very Story with as much Solemnity as if they de- 
ſign d to read a Lecture upon Death, and were 
2 to the End of ſuch a Ridiculous Introdu- 


wou' d paſs for very Learned and Wiſe! . 


three edifying ſhakes of their Empty Head, a Puri. 


Mord El, 


* 5 — 75 e * 0 ke E 

1 5 | | bw xn. 7 4-5, HC 
Don't go over the Stile before i=: 
you come at It. e 
Pe is ſpoken of People that are ſo forward"! 
to Talk, that they're ſure to Anſwer befor A 

they Hear you; a Fault that deſerves Cenſure nſe 
18 K 


tho' *tiſn't always the Character of a Fool: For 
ariſes often from a {trong Genius, and quick Ap- 
prehenſion which ſome Men are Maſters of; why 
at once know both what ſhou'd be ſaid to any 
Point, and what another deſigns to reply before 


being Uneaſie and Impatient under the . formal 
Grimace that ſome Conceited Humouriſts ſhey 
in the expreſſing themſelves, even upon ever 
Subject; which whether it be Trifling or Impor- 


paſſing Sentence upon your Life And who can 


ion, as you may often find among ſome who 


The firſt thing they preſent you with is two or 


fying Hem and Cough to clear the Intelle& : And '® 
when the Countenance is thus cook'd up, and iet BF? 


in form, out comes two or three If you'll give me 


Leaves; 


for 


4 


Ward 
Defore 
aſure 
For it 
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Who 
) any 
fore 
hel 
Ormal 
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were 
can 
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70 Of 
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ares; as many Spare Mes, with Submiſſion's, 
(4 I humbly Concetve's : And having begun to 
{courſe, then come Excufes, and for yaxiety 
ke Excurſions, and à double Parentheſis or two, 
ly to give their Underſtanding leave to fetch 
eath: And then again come a few formal Apo- 
gies, and at laſt but ſome ſilly Impertinence, 
idiculous Reaſoning, or at beſt ſome low Jeſt, 
lean worn out Reflection: or it may be a String 
Proverbs, which if any of em are to the Pur- 
fe is more than the Speaker knows! Tis im- 
oſſible to bear ſuch tedious and dull Harangues 
bout Nothing; for an Ingenious Man has ſuch 
Averſion to this Odious Circulation of Non- 
nſe ; that He can't help breaking in upon't, tho 
is to no Purpoſe ; For as often as you interrupt 
is Sort of People, they'll be ſure to begin again, 
d torment you with a Repetition of the Farce, 
they force you to let em alone a 


However, there is a Vice in being too forward 
d make a Reply; for even à vefy Impertinent 
rifler may chance to Stumble on a good Argu- 
ent: and if your Anſwer was thrown in before 
ou heard out his Objection, twill look muck © 


Ppponent's Judgment, you may happen to Leſſen 
he Audience's Eſteem of your Own. Patience to 
dear with the Trifling Circumlocutions of an Ad- 
ſerſary, gives a Man a very great Advantage over 
im; for Weak People uſually deſtroy that Thing 
hey wou'd: Defend ; and a Man of Senſe has lit? 
le more to do than to leave em to Themſelves: 
ho will grow Duller for want of Oppoſition, - 
and even forget what to ſay by the long Prepata- 
ion they make to ſpeak-! But if a Man be given 
0 Interrupt, and make haſte to talk Impertinence, 


Veaker than It is, and by your Contempt of an 
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learn'd by Affliction be Bought, and ſometime 


ENT $2 


9o Ural Eos 

*is the ſure Indication of a Fool; for they th 
have leaſt Senſe have often moſt Need to ſpe 
fancy they underſtand a Matter before they He 
it, and Expoſe themſelves to Laughter and Cy 
tempt. 


VVV 
The Wind in a Man's Fad 

makes Him Wiſe. 
%%% os 
Adverſity makes a Man Wk: 


JPON many Accounts we experience the 
KLE Truth of this Proverb ; and tho'the Wiſdon 


too extreamly Dear; yet that for the moſt pan 


is the beſt kind of Experience which we pay dea. 


eſt for: It makes the deepeſt Impreſſion, is of low 
geſt Uſe, and does us moſt Good. A Precept that 
is inforc'd with Smart and Pain, whether it beo 
our Body or Purſe, admirably Quickens out 
Obedience, keeps our Memory and Reflection 


Awake, prompts every Moment to our Duty, and 
is a conſtant Monitor. But beſides this Advan. 


tage, Adverſity is a Fruitful Mother of Inſtrudi- 


on, and teaches us ſo many Leſſons to take a ful 


view of em, wou'd make a Sermon as long as1 


Man's Life, and which might be apply'd to al 
the Circumſtances of It. It begins with Teaching 
us the Knowledge of our Selyes, and leads us t 


th 


ultie 
terſe 
eſt I 
eav 
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e Knowledge of God: The firſt is a piece of 
iſaom of inexpreſſible Uſe ; and tho' it be to 
had at Home, yet tis ſeldom or never Learn d, 
ut by the oppoſition we meet with from Abroad: 
he laſt is of infinite Benefit, for as Proſperity 
akes us Proud, we forget God till we are hum- 
led by Affliction to own the Wiſdom and Good- 
eſs of the Divine Conduct, and form the Mind 
> fix its whole Dependance upon Providence. 


Adverſity has a great Influence upon our Tem- 
er, and di ſpoſes to Love, Compaſſion and Cha- 
y; for ſure nothing ſhou'd more open our 
eart to the Poor, than the Reflection that we 
nce taſted of their Bitter Cup our ſelves! And 
ho' this is ſometimes forgot by ſome that from 
eep Poverty have riſe to great Riches : It onl 

roves they have forgot the Noble Leſſon their 
\Aiction taught 'em, but does not take away the 
orce of the-Argument. Another great Advantage 
om Adverſity is, that One Trouble teaches us to 
ear Another; and prepares us to meet the great- 
| and moſt ſuddain Turns of Providence. A raw 
ilot with but little Judgment or Art, may manage 
Ship in a Quiet Sea: but in a Croſs Gale, a 
igh Sea and Dirty Weather, It requires One that 
as been acquainted with Storms to keep the Ship 
p to the Wind, and ſecure Her in the intended 
ou ort : And ſo the preſent Affliction is really alle- 


cio ted, and becomes much eaſier to bear, by our 
» a0W2ring been a little Inur'd to ſtruggle with Diffi- 
dan ulties before. In fine, it teaches us the Way to 


ud perfection, to deſpiſe the Wokld, and make the 


a fle Improvement of Life ; to Reſign intirely to 
5 25 eaven, and prepare for Death: And this is the 
— noſt conſummate Wiſdom of Humane Nature; at 


once tis an Ornament and Delight to the Soul, 
A En 8 


/ 
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it Refines and Separates the Impurity of 9h 
Heart, and makes it fit for the Temple 6 
— 7: 7» 3 - g 


But 


Tell a Woman She's Handſom 


but Once, 


And the Devil will tell Her | 
1 


TEE Vanity of admiring our ſelves, is 
1 Vice, perhaps, the moſt dangerous of Au 

It has ſo eaſie a Paſſage into us, and we are { 
willing to be Betray'd, that the Devil makes mos 
uſe of it than of any one thing in order to undo 
Ds! Envy and Malice, Hatred and Revenge, l 
varice and Luſt, are black and frightful Temptz 
tions; they ruffle the Soul, and ar firſt ſight mal 

a Man Start, and put us for ſome time at leal 
upon our Defence: But the pleaſing Vanity of be 
ing Admir'd, quickly paſſes upon the Moſt : We 
are apt to drink it like Milk, and by Fanning ou 
Pride, the Soul is preſently Infected, and the De 
vil being once enter d, knows how to improv 
our Folly; and from this Vice, which at fil 
view appears but little, diſpoſes us to the vil 
Enormities. | br TIRE | 


Bu 
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But that this Proverb ſhou'd be ſo ſevere only 
on the Ladies, is a little Partial, I can give no 
count of it : But that wherever Women are the 
bject, our Engliſh Proverbs are a little III Na- 
rd, and I ſuppoſe the Men had the making of 
Now if our Proverbs ſhou'd be taken for 
e Standard of our Temper, as they are ſaid to 
of every Nation's Wit and Senſe ; this before 
will give Us but an III Character Abroad. To 
> Civil to Women has hicherto been an Engliſh 
haracter ; I hope the Ladies have neither for- 
ited our Eſteem, nor onr Men loſt their good 
lanners! But be this as it will, no doubt the 
air-Sex know how to Retort our own Proverb 
don Us: They can find a multitude of Fops who 
ve to have their Perſons admir'd, look as often 
their Glaſs, are as Nice and Formal in their 
Ireſs, and as Awkard and Fooliſh when they hear 
emſelves Flatter'd as the ſillieſt Woman in Eu 
e: To whom this Proverb may, to all Intents 
nd Parpoſes, be as " ctually apply d, as to the 
rcheſt CODUET i j our Theatres : But yet it 
uſt be own'd, that the Ladies have a juſt ſhare 


f the 
le \ 


1000 the Satyr, and either ſtand in need of the Re- 

e, roof or the Caution! ot N 
mal Vanity is ſomewhat peculiarly the Character of 

7 he Sex: Tis ſo engaging to em to be Admir de 
of be 


nd ſuch a pleaſure to be celebrated for Beauty, 
ho it be but by a Gay Coxcomb! That it gives 


g ou falſe Turn to their Judgment, they diſcover it 
e Dehn their Air, and their Mien alters upon It: And 
* hey are ready for the Treacherous Attaeks of 
| 


heir Flatterers and don't know It! Thus it be- 
omes the moſt dangerous Temptation in the 
World 5 for there are but few that have Wiſdom 
ind Vireue enough to W falſe 3 | 
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-  ceptable ; tho for the moſt part Men do it only, 


Intentions of Honour, is always yery ſparing upy 


upon hearing ſo diſagreeable Diſcourſe as the 


cern'd in the Caution than the Men; becauk 
they are in more Danger by the neglect of It. 
Man may fall into Contempt by this fond Hy 


ſtands upon the Brink of Ruin, and *tis next to! 
M.iracle if the preſerve Her Honour! And there 


And as Modeſty is the Native Character of Ladies 


cheir Quality, reflect upon their Education, cal 
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And if the Praiſe be ſo extreamly Grateful, 


Perſon that gives it cant but be ſomething , 


Princ 
nay 


Affront, or with a Deſign to Betray ! Hereup.cnc 


a Man of Virtue who converſes:with the Sex wi 


this Head; He chuſes rather ſilegely to admire tt 
Beauty, and Perfections of a fine Woman, thy 
to put her to the expence of a Bluſh ; or run d 
hazard of Her Reſentment : Which if ſhe be a WW, 
man of Senſe ſhe'll be ſure to ſignifie to the Fil 


tail of her own Praiſes. But the Conduct of My 
of Deſign is quite otherwiſe ; they know to mak 
their Attempt open, woud ſtartle. a Woman th 
had not abandon'd her Virtue, and therefore x 
their Hopes in the Foible of the Sex: firſt impoþ 
upon their Weakneſs, and then Rob em of thei 
Virtue. 6 | | TELE H. 
No for thefe Reaſons the Proverb is very ap: 
ly directed to the Women; they are more con 


mour; but a Woman that once comes to be plex! 
with the Flatteries of her pretended Admiren, 


fore a Woman ought always to ſuſpect that Perſon 
who can think ſo meanly of Her, as to believe hi 
Acceptation depends upon his flattering her Fac 


they ought never to depart from It in any It 
Hance; but preſerve It intire as the ftrongel 
Guard to ſecure them: They ought to inſiſt upon 


* 
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the Aid of their Judgment, and ſummon the 


ng 1 rinciples of Religion to their Succour ; that they 
"ly ws ay not facrifice their Virtue to a little Imperdi- | 
Cupa ene, Vanity and Pride. 
X wil 

up * $4 F289 
Ire th 

3 thy 

Un th IXXI. 

a Wo 

le Fil 

Mc that's afraid of Every Graſs 
f 

a muſt not Sleep in a Mes. 


0 
O R, 


He that's afraid of every Net 1 
tle muſt not ee on the 


Grat. 


cauſ 4556 5 oe 
* 

1H T E variety of Expreſſion i in theſe Proverbs 
lea does not at all increaſe the Senſe, bur they 


are with others of the fame Phraſe, in frequent 
Uſe, tho” very feldom juſtly appl d. Their De- 
fipn is to hint the Troubleſomeneſs of a Timerous 
Humour, and the Folly of Perfons whoſe Fear 
makes em Unſteady, Doubtful and Impertinent 
in the Bufineſs they undertake! Some People 
tread ſo Softly and with that extream Caution, 
that the Time of Action is gone before they ven- 
ture to Begin; Others are ſo Impertinent with 
their Fear, that they Do and Undo, Project and 
changes Repent —_ Deſpair, almoſt in a Mo- 


O2 


* | ' | 
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| ment; and Others continually Crucifie themſehi i ſu 
= in the midſt of Buſineſs with the fear of the Sw 01if 


cefs. Now People of this Humour are fit ſu 
Nothing, a Torment to themſelves, and to 4 
that are concern'd with em. A Wiſe Man inde 
0 will turn every Side of an Affair, but yet not þ 
often neither, as never to Begin or proceed to R 
niſh It; for at this rate Caution becomes equal 
aà⁊ãs pernicious as Temerity : Nothing conſiderabt 
can be done without Courage, and therefore thy 
that han't ir, ſhou'd not pretend to meddle wher 
*tis requir'd ; for He that will venture Nothing 
ſhall get Nothing: Somewhat muſt be left u 
Chance; which is nothing elſe but the Reſik 
of that Influence which One part of our Deſign 
or Management will certainly have upon Ano. 
ther, tho it cou d not be Foreſeꝶn. 


Now, to ſtart and ſay, this Event may be Il, 
and therefore I'll not ſtir, is what may be ſaid in 
every Caſe; and ſo a Man muſt never Riſe for 
fear he ſhou'd Fall! Bur farther, this is a Reprod 
to ſuch Timerous People tor meddling at all wit 
Buſineſs. A Man ought to know his Weaknek, 
or- he can never know his Strength: Bur here! 


the Folly, they covet Riches and Honour with a E 
much earneſtneſs as any, and like the Cat woud Car 
.catch. Fiſh, but's afraid to wet Her Foot. In ſhort, Hut 
this ſort of People ought to be kept out of Socieiji P 
for if they han t Preſence of Mind enough to ven- he 
_ -tur& upon any probable Service, they ſhou'd not be et 
ſuffer d todo Miſchief by intimidating Others; foro? 
as a Man wou d neven deſire to be of ſuch a Tem . 
per himſelf, ſo he ought always to take Care not q 
to be united with em, eſpecially in Council o.“ 
Magiſtracy: In which a Man of Courage 15 5 
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| ſure to be embaraſs'd and difgrac'd by the 
oliſh Timidity and Cowardice of Others. 


%. 
% 


DLL 
Je that Sings in Diſaſter, e 
Shall Weep all his Lifetime 
1 generally ſuppos a . that this Preciens 
was born in a Jail, and therefore is always 
pply'd in a Senſe ſuitable to its Original. "Tis 


aken for a canting Catch that common Rogues 
ake uſe, of, to harden one another in Wicked- 


rabl 
the) 
view 
hin 

ft ' 
ſul 
efign 
Ang- 


e II, 
id in 
> fol 


proclpels, prevent their being impeach'd by their Fel- BB 
with ow: Criminals, and prompt their Companionsto 

neck, /e Hard and Impenitent. SING in the Pro- 

neren erb, is the ſame that our Newgate-Birds call 

ith 5 V HEEDLE ; which is, when one of the 

voud ang Tattles, Confeſſes, and. Accuſes the Reſt. 

ſhort, ut the Proverb being intirely foreign, tis uſually 

iety i pply d to choſe that confeſs upon the Rack: And 

ven: Ihe Senſe is, He that confeſſes upon Torture, 


gets nothing but a Sentence to the Gallows or the 
allies, His Tongue becomes a Witneſs a- 
gainſt him, which the Rogues think is a great piece 
ff Folly : For, ſay they, Sure tis as eaſy in any 
Condition to ſay" NO & YES! And a Villain 
ought to think himſelf happy, who has ſo dex- 
trouſly perform'd a wicked Action; that there is 
en =o; ns 


ot be 
; + for 
Tem- 
e not 
eil of 

ſhall 
be 


* 


unleſs his own Tongue become the Evidence 


this really reaches the Excellency of Virtue, when 
the worſt Men are compell'd to worſhip the Sha. 


verſal Abhorrence in Men's Minds to a D ISC0- 
VERER; and a Man ſhall often be leſs cenſurl 


at the Coſt ofthe Lives of their Companions ! Bu 


upon a falſe Notion of Honour. One wou' 
take that Man to be bred in Newgate, or at leaf 


But tis a ſtrange ſort of Compaſſion that deſtro)s 
the Principles of Virtue ; and that rewards 1 


=s 
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no Perſon in the World can prove it on Hin ne d 


Theſe are the Principles of Banditi, and Nenga 
It-felf ſets up for Philoſophy ! The vileſt Wretch 
es, it ſeems, pretend ro Notions of Honour | Noy 


dow of It. Conſtancy and Bravery in a God 
Cauſe muſt certainly be Glorious: for it ſeem; 
tis eſteem d a Virtue in a Bad One | 


I know not how it comes to paſs ; but | 
Good Men ſometimes give Countenance to ſuch 
horrid Notions. There is ſomewhat of a uni. 


for an Impudent Denial of a Crime; than eſteem! 
for an Ingenuous Confeſſion andAcknowledgment 
The Perſons that confeſs a Conſpiracy. are always 
ſuſpe&ed : *Tis thought that either they artfully 
drew in Others, and then impiouſly betray'd em; 
which is often the Caſe ; or elſe that they are bak 
and diſhonourable to deſert their Friends and Sin, 
as the Proverb has it, themſelves out of Misfortune, 


tis my Opinion, chat this kind of Cenſure proceed 


that He deſerv'd to live there, who ſhou'd think 
the Diſcoverer of a wicked Deſign a worſe Man 
upon that account, than he that Conceal'd It 


is true, the Sufferings of the Latter move P. 
ty; and this makes us think beſt of the Afflicted: 


Harden d "Villain with Piey, and a Confeſſng 


S 2 
> EE 
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hne with Reproach ! Tis indeed a great Unhap- 
ineſs to have been concern'd in a villainons 
deſign ; but the beſt thing next to Innocence) 


2294 f 

etch ; to Repent of our Guilt : And how a Man can 

Noy e ſaid to Repent, that don't do what he Can to 

when revent the Wickedneſs deſign'd, by ſhewing 
+, is Accomplices, is a Myſtery! In fine, Whe- 

30g her Conftancy and Bravery be a Virtue or 
ice, depends upon the Goodneſs of the 


auſe. When our Conſpiracy is a Union for 
ommon Good, and our Deſign ſuch that none 
ut a Uſurper will call Treaſon ; tis every 
fan's Duty to go Into It, and they are the 


uni. ileſt of Traitors and Cowards who forſake It. 
CO Jos Submiflions, and pleading Guilty, in ſuch a 
ſur(Caſe, are below a Man of Virtue, who wou'd 
-m({ooner dye than be an Evidence: But if a Mah 


ſo unhappy as to be Wicked, he muſt Break o 


nent 

wan Ws Sin by Repentance, and endeavour to prevent 
fully Miſchief at the hazard of his own Life; tho' He 
em hound happen to accompliſh that unlucky Pro- 
bale erb, Confeſs and be Hang d. 588 ee 
6 But I wow'd give this Proverb another Air and 
Bu Deſign, in which 'twill be of admirable Uſe : _ 
<6 © l FTT 

oud 


He chat Sings in Diſaſter, ; 


Ink 1 8 35 „ 
ta WShall Weep all his Life- time 


After; 


ok 2 juſt Reflection upon thoſe Fools who make 
2 Jeſt of their own Misfortunes, and are care- 
ing Els in providing a Remedy for em. There are 
ns” ĩ G4. 


* N 


a 


* 
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1 00 3 not a Spes feed 
Jon an Onyon. 5 


Nice Winton Palare i is an II e 2 
It vitiates the Stomach, poiſons the Blood, 
d empties the Pocket. We are apt to indulge 
ur-ſelves in that which is grateful to the Taſte, 
d therefore don t reflect how unnatural this luxu- 
ors wanton Fancy is: For tis a kind of Violence 
Nature; who is not only content with lit- 
e; but Plain Food without Adulteration and 
ating Mixtures, fit eaſieſt upon Her. *Tis 
erefore to be admir'd, that Men ſhou'd. make uſe 
the Bounty and various Gifts of Nature to make 
n O-LIO, that certainly deſtroys the End of our 
ood, and that. a Man's own Teeth ſhould di 

i Grave ! * This is a Sin of Quality for the moſt 

rt, tho". the Lower Tier of People are often 


uſineſs to invent curious Satisfactions to the Ap- 
etite, as much as Cooks and Confectioners 
emlelves. And yet this i is the moſt inſignificant 
eafure in the World: In a Moment a Man 
as not ſo much Reliſh of the Dainties, as he has 
fa Dream; but ſhall feel the Ill Effects of the 
'umes of a rich poignant Sauce, adulterated 
Vines, and delicate Ragour, for an Age 17 5 


'Tis true, there is A Decency in Life, which 
ught to be kept up in proportion to our Cha- 


ater and Quality j and this Decorum ſhou d be 
obſery d 


\ * 
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inted with it; and ſome of both make it their 


* 
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obſerv'd in our Table as much as an Thing. 
modeſt Plenty and handſom Variety, is a Grace 
an Entertainment; and fo far from being 
cious, that tis an exemplary Virtue, and — 
Opportunity to admire the Goodneſs and Boum 
of God, who gives his Creatures not only | 
Neceſũity, but Delight. But for a Man to 
given up to fo vile an Inclination as to ſacrity 
to his Palate, and bury his Eſtate in his Bely 
To ſtudy the Art of Cookery, and read Lectun 
as ſome do, upon Sauces: Is ſuch a mean and ſy 
did Employment, as argues a ſenſual and pollin 


Soul. And therefore there ought to be a conſti E 
Government of the Appetite : And a Wiſe -W 
ſhou'd always put a Knife to his Fauna, and fi: ar 
ſerve theſe Two Rules: e e, if 
| les! 
I. Let our Fortunes be the ae of anf 
Table, and our Reaſon of the Appetite. This evit) 
the Intention of the Proverb ; and the Adi hem 
is much the ſame with that of the Poet: ing 
— — Etiam cum Piſcis emetur g I 
Nee Moullum may, cum fit tibi 1 tantum 5 5 
I loculs. a * 
ror tis ridiculous. to o Lone: Ges 2 Mallee; whale / 
we can ſcarce pay for a Sprat ! And therefore nich 
Man of. Senſe will always make his A ppetinh the 
ſubmit to his Pocket; and when he cant ge an. 
Capon, be content wich an EgS. eM 
un 
1 Reflect upon the End of Eatin _ Dr a rue 
. which is to nouriſh and refreſh the Boch ge, 
This Thought will be a Bridle to the AppetitgWnd | 
both/with reſpect to the Quantity and Quality 6 nent 
our Food; preſerve the Body from Diſeaſes, aillionce: 
© 


ty i 


— * - 
_ 
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o to that Houſe where there 
is no Chiding. 


HE Good Order of a Family is a ſure Diſ- 
l covery of the Wiſdom of the Heads of It. 
is a noble Art, very rarely underſtood ; and there 
> if not too few who have attempted to fix 
les for It; yet too few that have ſucceeded, 

anſwered ſuch a Deſign with any tolerable 
evity and Perfection. The truth is, Moſt 
hemes of this Sort, are either unintelligible, 
ing mixt with the Jargon of the Schools ; or 
ſe impracticable, and not adapted to Nature 
d Life, which makes*em burdenſom or Uſeleſs, 
t the General ought never to be forgot; That 
the Inſticution of young Ladies and Gentlemen, 
me Time ſhou'd always be ſpent in this Study ; 
hich they wou'd find of more ſatisfaction and uſe 


Wet 
ore! 


petuſ the Conduct of Life, than Tierce and Cart, Pri- 
get e and Second, Dancing and Dreſs, the Intrigues of 


e Mall and the Playhouſe. For want of this, moſt 
dung People are ſo little acquainted with this 
irtue: that for the firſt Seven Years of Mar- 
age, a young Lady is generally an awkward 
nd Mother, a Puant Wife, and an imper- 
nent Miſtreſs ; at the ſame time govern'd and 
dntemn'd by Her Servants. And tis much the 
ime with the Men, who are extravagant, con- 

VV 8 cCeited 
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ceited, and careleſs; Thus no more Car; 
taken of the Children than of the Dogs: WU 
the Father is under the Government of 
Steward, or even of the Huntſman, if he be 
Lover of the Game: And the Mother is Ignory 

and Impertinent. But to prevent this, the | 
Rules of Government ſhould be at leaſt tolergj 
maſter'd, before People are inveſted with It. 


\ 


Now the Proverb lays down a univerfal Inf 
ction, that may be wiſely improv'd in Particul; 
No Family can be govern'd without Reproof, 2 

| ſuitable Correction; but the true Knowledge 
the Uſe and Miſuſe of the Tongue in this py 
of Oeconomy is of the laſt Conſequence ; i 
tis here extremely eaſy to run into Exceſs. Thi 
Virtue like all others, lies in a Mean; and M 
deration is the Glory of It: For to be always y 
on the Humour to find Fault, took Chagrin, an 
fill the Houſe with Noiſe and Din, takes awy 
all the Value of a Reproof, and renders the Chi 
ding cheap and Contemptible : For who woul 
in earneſt, be mov'd by the Reproof of them thy 
they ſee do it only for Humour, and for thei 
Life can't hold their Tongue? But I ſuppoſe th 
._ Inventer of this Saying never ſuffer'd by the Ins 
pertinence of a Shrew, and ſo did not giver 
LOG {oo AA ĩðͤ v 


Wo be to that Houſe where 


there is too much Noiſe. 


But this ought to be conſider d; and to pit 
vent It I wou'd fecommend a few Rules. 
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Vhi The Heads of a Family ſhou'd never Chide 


the Preſence of their Children and Servants. A 


be Words can't but be ſometimes neceſſary be- 
deen a Man and his Wife; but then their Quar- 
ji ſhou'd be behind the Scenes, their Chamber 
ta bud be the Place of Battle, out of Hearing of 


ildren and Servants; who will certainly 


ee che leſs Reverence and Eſteem for thoſe Pa- 
lt ts, who by angry Expreſſions diſcover their 
ulaW:nt of Reſpect One for Another. _ 
ge I. A Wiſe Father or Maſter will always en- 
p arour to convince thoſe under His Conduct of 
value for em; and that he really loves and 
Ii cems em in their Degree. There is ſomewhat . 
t firs uneaſy upon thoſe People's Minds who 


's wie determin'd by Providence to live in Subjection 
d Servicude ; they are apt to throw off the 
awaßz oke, or bear it with Regret and Murmur : But 


Ci they are once ſenſible that the Rein you hold 
vonder em is gentle, and the Reſult of your Affe- 
n gon; It becomes eaſy, and you encreaſe in the 

theteem of your Children and Servants. You . 


uſt therefore not only Love your Children, and 


; or elſe they'll think of your Government 
a Slave does of his Chain, and endeavour to 


" AL 8 


re n. Every Vice in a Family muſt meet with 
„me Reproof, and every Virtue with Reward. 


d doubt, It is Wiſdom to paſs by many Faults 
a Family, without any, or with a little Notice: 

t not if they are Vicious Actions, by the Ne. 
ect of which, young People may paſs em under 
e Notion of Harmleſs Innocent Things; and 


e lu eem your Servants ; but you muſt let em know ® 


* "+ dren, your Dignity ſuffers by it; and if the Childn 


* * 6 * 
9 


bring em up into a Habit. And yet in moſt Fx 
lies, more Noiſe ſhall be made about the break 
a Glaſs, or the treading upon my Lady's Lap-Dy 
Toe; than for little Mafter's talking Smut toy 
Maids, or the young Squire's Volley of Ox 
But now theſe ſhou'd never paſs uncorreay 
Silence ſuffers the Poiſon. ro enter the Hey 
and fix It-ſelf There. The leaſt vicious Inclingi 
ſhou'd be nipt in the Bud, and not ſo much 
once be conniv'd at; It will be fit ſometin 
to leſſen, and ſometimes to heighten, the % 
rity of our Correction for One and the & 
Fault; but never to let It gounreprov'd. Andy 
lame muſt be ſaid of the Virtuous Actions of i 
Domeſticks, which ſhou'd always be obſerrv'd x 
encourag d. And if this Rule, to correct ent 
Vice and reward every Virtue, be obſervd, 
impoſſible to be too fond or too familiar wi 


1C 


IV. Children and Servants muſt: never be {i 
fer'd to divide into Parties, nor inſult and u 
at one another. A little Faction in a Family m 
prove as dangerous, and make the Houſe as un 
y and ungovernable as a great One in the St 

if Servants are permitted to rattle and ſcold at Chi 


et up to command and hector your Servants, ti 
_ . be impoſſible to keep Any: For a Good one v 

never fubmit to it, and a Bad one become wol 
by It. Perhaps more Rules may be given to 
luſtrate this Proverb'; but whoever has Condt 
enough to practiſe theſe Few, will eaſily be i 
to invent Others, fuitable to every Circumſtas 
of the Family he Rules. 
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and Bites me with his Bill. 


Beat him with the Spit. 


| be. An Eagle is a Bird. of Prey, and 
be (reads Her Wings over It: Now this looks like 
otection; but the Deſign is Rapine and Luſt. 
nd this is fo common a Practice among Men, 
is un at there is occaſion for ſuch a Proverb as this 
e Su put em in mind of It. A Smooth Tongue 
at Md good Entertainment may make a Man think 


hildeMmaſelf welcome; but there is often a Deſign in 


s, tu and it ends with Poiſon in the Cup, or with 


A N Aton is not always what it appears to 


ive a Man Roaſt-meat, and 


x 8 


e wo en thus protected from one Vulture to be de- 


en wur d by another: And all the tender Care, 


ardian to his Ward, have been quite ſpoil'd, ei- 
mſtae-" by Graſping the Eſtate to himſelf, or bringing 


ep Complements, and kind Condeſcenſions of a 


I barge of the Reſcue out of the Hands of ſuch 
XV. perfidious Wretch, has almoſt ruin d It. Nou 


+ * a ; 


ments, and endearing Expreſſions, except d 
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in ſome Caſes, this Treachery can't be Avoid 

A poor Innocent, caſt by Providence into ſug 
Hands, can do nothing but wait for ſome lil 
Deliverer ; and in this wicked Age too, tis well 
a-ſecond Friend, under pretence of Afliftang 
don't finiſh the Ripine of the Firſt : And haviy 
driven away the Kite, become Himſelf the Vultuy 
But Perſons who are capable of their own G 
vernment, may often diſcern a Man of Dep; 
and there can be no ſurer Mark to do it By, th 

This, that they generally over- act their Frien 

ſhip, and 'tis pretty eaſy to ſee how they ira 
and when Nature is Forò d. To find à Perſon t 
kind, Is really a Caution, and ſhou'd awak 
our Guard; for great and multiplied Comp 


at, 


be ſure of the Man, ſhou'd confirm our Ju 
louſy, and make us look under the Hood to fi 
the Knave, before he reaches us with his Bill, « 
has run us thro' with his Spit. 
But another Inſtruction may be drawn from t 
Saying ; and that is, That tis unfeaſonable 1 
enter upon Reflections, and chide a Friend 
at a time you beſtow a Favour : Becauſe he'll 
apt to think the meaner of your Kindneſs; at 
that your Reproof, tho' never ſo well ground 
Is rather a ſort of Triumph over him, upon 4 
count of the Obligation he is under to 10 
Than from any true Senſe of his Fault, or fi 
cere Deſire of his Happineſs. Now this tall 
away the Grace of a Gift or Benefit; and by! 
unſeaſonable Management, at once you loſe 

End of your Reproof; becauſe He loſes the! 
nefit of It; and the Value of your Kindne 
becauſe He Suſpects It. For tis Ten to Ol 
but all, the Impreſſion either will have uf 


if 
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oidet 1, is, that tis True you gave Him Roa ft 

5 ſul at, but beat him ſeverely with the Spit. 

1 1 PETE 

well ö 5 
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old tbere! All the Bread 1 
have eat waſn't bak d in one 
Oven e 


A T firſt ſight, this Proverb don't look very 
o u \ promiſing ; but yet ſome uſeful Improve- 
ents may be made if we turn it round, obſerve 
d explain its Deſign. The Uſe of it is by 
y of Repartee, when we apprehend other 
m U ople think us Fools enough to be impos'd on, 


ble ly drawn In, and bit with a little Artifice. 
d jor ſute a Man that has eat Bread in more Places 
elan One, or been but a Mile from his Mother's 
re- ſide, con'd not be fo eaſily trick d and abus d, 
ande we find ſome People are. Tis aftoniſhing 


on Mat a young Gentleman, bred Five or Six Years 


Yolſ our own Univerſities, ſhou'd, at his firſt Co- 
xr ing to London, be drawn In by Guinea-droppers, 
- cald rook'd of Forty Guineas and a Watch, by 
by Woſe common known Cheats of the Pin and 
fe Hirdle, and a Trick or two upon the Cards! 
he Md yet this has been the Caſe of two or three 
dn my Acquaintance ; who, like Birds got out 


{ their Cage, were eaſily catch'd, and con- „ 
up ind that to converſe in the World, requir cd 
* | go: 1omoe 
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ſomewhat More than to have heard a little Tull . 

about Ariftorle and Cartes, or to have Ones NM 
in the Butteries. Tis the i ſame thing vi th! 
young Heirs, juſt ſprung Abroad, the Sha er 
are in a Moment about em, and it's Ten to H 
but they ſmart for a little Experience before th Th 
have It. N a 
= T : ; | | 8 Te: 
4. Now this Thought ſhou'd either make a My * 
renounce a, Recluſe Life, or never forſake il 
for who wou'd come into the World only to mii 
Sport and Paſtime for Wiſe Men, and be e 
Booty of Knaves and Fools ! And beſides, Th ett) 


ſhou'd teach us to improve our, Way of Edug 
tion, and oblige us to ſhew the World to g 
Youth, by degrees, that they might not con 
to their own Conduct in It, till they had fo 
ſome of its Folly and Wickedneſs too at alh 
ſtance ; that they might not be, even to On 
and Twenty, either in my Lady Mother's Ly 
or under the Ferula: For tis the Knowledgeq 
the World, and a View of its Arts, Motions at 
_ Converſe, that gives a Young Gentleman an! 
80 dea of Life, and i a good Guard againſt the Vick 
and Cheats of It; provided there be a wiſe Mea 
age, and Youth been't fuſfer'd.to taſte too mud 
of its Pleaſure, nor look too long on its Dazliy 


Vanity at a Time. 


c But the Firſt Thing a Man ſhou'd do at h 
Appearance in the. World, is to, lèt People know 
Nl That All tbe Bread be has Eat waſn't Bak d in0 
* Oven: That He has ſeen a little, and underſtan 
Mankind ; and this will ſecure him from the A 
tempts, not only of Common Cheats, but 
Tradeſmen, Scriveners and Attorneys, who oft 
make 2 deep Entry inte | an Eſtate, before *. 


% 


* 
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eir is at Age. Theſe People muſt be dealt 
ith like Bullies ; and to aſſume a Little, and ap- 
ar to be acquainted with their Methods, is the 
ft Security againſt em. Sir Tho. Brown tells us, 
That Beggars, by their Daily Obſervation of 
People's Faces, make a ſhrewd gueſs at the 
Tender and Compaſſionate, and therefore lift 
up their Tone, and purſue thoſe they eſteem 
Merciful with the greateſt Paſſion and Con 
t however this be, I'm ſatisfy d that Cheats and 
arpers of all Kinds, take this Method, and are 
etty ſure of the Air and Mien of a Man before 
ey attempt to make him their Bubble ! And 
hen we have once Betray'd our want of Expe- 
rience, they are ſure of their Game. In a 
ord, we-ſhou'd either get Experience by other's 
oft, who tho' ſhe is the Miſtreſs of Fools, has 
ade innumerable Wiſe Men, or we ſhou'd dex- 
couſly make as if we had It, by way of Security 
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IXXVII. 
Strain at 2 Gnat and bla 
nf a Camel. 


OR, 


Stumble at a Straw and Leap > 
ver a Block. 


Tender Conlchince f is a very great "Uapp 
* neſs, it keeps up our Guard, awakens ou 
Caution, and by its conſtant Admonition, eithe 
prevents an Ill Step, or brings us to Reflection an 
Repentance. The Heart can never harden whik 
ſo kind a Monitor is at Hand, but will ſtart 1 
a baſe Action; the Check gives time to the Judy 
ment to come In to Reaſon and Debate the Cal 
to which if we are Juſt, we can't be Betrayd 
but confirm'd and fortify'd in our Virtue. The 
Softneſs of the Mind leaves us open to Inſtrudt 
on, and receives Argument with a ftrong au 
_ Clear Impreſſion. Fear and Caution prevent ol 
being hurry'd into an Error, and charm'd wil 


an Gbject we don't ſufficiently Underſtand ! se 
puts Us upon looking to the Extreams andRefledi FE 
on upon the Conſequence of what we are abou - ; 
3 makes the Proſpect of Vice uneaſie, and prevent 3 
| - - , the Practice. When ſuch a Principle is fixdit * 


Ol 


\ 


on Curious Proverbs, . 213 
r Boſom, and its Operations are conſtant; our 
lonitor don't Forget his Office, but rather Pre- 
nts than Corrects our Follies : The Expence of 
epentance is ſavd, and our Reputation and 
-ace preſerv'd together. *Tis ſo much bet- 
r to be kept from Miſchief than deliver'd out 
t; that whatever is the Preſervative ſhou'd be 
oportionably eſteem d: And when our Safety 
ſults from the Diſcipline of our own Conſcience, 
e ought in Gratitude to ſignifie our Senſe of the 
obligation to ſo kind an Admonition, by not ſuf- 
ring the Monitor to be Debauch de. 


loy 


To urge this a little farther. The Felicity of a 
ender:Conſcience, appears upon. the view of a 
ard One; the oppoſites Illuſtrate each other as 
eauty is ſet off by Deformity ; and the Ill Effects 
a Lewd Conſcience ſkew the Bleflings of a 
haſte One. Thus if this Operation of the 
lind be vitiated, the diſtinctions of Good and 
vil are wrong turn'd, and our Reaſoning upon 
th is falſe; the Reliſh of Virtue is Loſt, becauſe 


) 0 


apf 
IS OU 
eithe 


N an . 
wha ge Faculty that ſhou'd Taſte and Diſtinguiſn It 
rt om Folly, Error and Wickedneſs, is debas d; 
Jud ene over to the Enemy, and become, to be 
Care, a very uncertain, if not a Falſe and Trea- 
ray erous Guide. In this Caſe, not only the Rea- 


on that ſhou'd ſecure and enforce our Principles, 
Ing our Virtue into Action, and carry it to its 
roper Height, Is not about Us; but the very 
ontrary Principles are got within and we have 
etray' d our Selves, thrown away our De- 


The 
ructi 
3 all 
t Ol 
Witt 


dee, and lie open to the Ravages of our Own 
fea petites, and Other's Temptations: The Guard 
bout! Conſcience remov d, Paſſion and Luft carry all 


tore em: The greateſt Impiety in the World is 
econcilable ro a Mind once broke looſe from 
5 P 3 1 this 


vent 
d 10 
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this Diſcipline, and that has no Cheque within l 


with which it operates in the Soul. 


4 But the Proverbs carry us ſtill farther to Rel 


more than our Averſion : But when Tendernd 


at Sacrilege, Cenſure a little Vanity and Pr 


U 


ſelf: For the Practice will follow the Princiy 
either Good or Bad, in proportion to the Vigo 


ction upon Hypocriſie, and a falſe 'Pretencey 
Conſcience : Some Peoples Niceneſs is the I. 
ſult of Impudence, and their talk of Conſcien 
nothing but a Deſign to cover It. To be Ny 
and Scrupulous in earneſt, Is a Virtue, tho 
ſometimes over-acted, leads into Miſtake, u 
becomes Troubleſome. In this Caſe, tis Weil 
neſs, not Malice and Deſign; and Error rathe 
than Wickedneſs is che Reſult of It. A We 
Head, and an Honeſt Mind, are very Compat 
ble; and Sincerity and Integrity Attones for th 
Folly, keeps off the Cenſure, and inclines our Phy 


is nothing but a Mask, and the Villain acts th 
Saint; the Hypocriſie is Inſufferable and Odiow 
To ſcruple a Ceremony, and not ſo much as ſtar 


ctice Fraud, diſturb the World with Doubts an 
Scruples about Trifles, and ſet it on Fire to gn 
tine Faction, and ſhare the Spoils of the Innocent 
Is Hypocrifie and Cheat; the Scruples are form 
upon Deſign, and the Pretence of Conſcience l 
ſet up on purpoſe to ſtifle its Admonition. 


But this is but one ſide of the Hypocrite, It 
often takes another Turn, and is as full of 2 
for the Exterior Ornament, and Dreſs of Re 
ligion as poſſible. To tythe Mint, Anyſe aul 
Cummin, looks like ſtrict Piety, and makes a ſhe 
of extraordinary Devotion! To he ſo Critical 
Exact, is certainly to be Religious 3 and a Mat 
Kh %%% ! 


, 4 
3 ? 
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hin k 7 expect the Applauſe of It! For, He's an He- 
ncih Man that Pays to 4 Farthing. But for all this 
Vigo al and Niceneſs, tis often but Hypocriſie, and - 


hile the Paſſions run ſtrong, and People's Zeal . 
r Trifles is flagrant, the more ſignificant and 
portant Parts of Religion are Neglected: Truth 
dgment and Mercy, are Loft and Deſtroy'd by 
e heat of the Imagination which hinders Know- 
dge, and won't ſuffer Regularity in Action: 
hus a Hypocrite ſets his Conſcience to his In- 
reſt, Or Paſſions 2 Is Faſt or Looſe. by Turns ; 
rupulous and yet Wicked, and very Devout- 
Irceligious. SGT F. 8a CAT be 


To bring things to a Point then. A Tender 
onſcience is all of a Piece, and keeps up to its 
wn Rules; it don't make uſe of Scruples for 
onveniency and Colour, Advantage or Revenge, 
ut Neceflity ; tis the Reſult of Integrity, and is 
uſt to its Pretences in every Inſtance, It is nei- 
her to be Brib'd nor Frighted ; but reſiſts the 
Addreſs of Flattery, and the Force of Power. An 
oneſt Man is Happy in His very Miſtakes, while 

e Errs in the Simplicity and Integrity of his Soul, 
ind both Religion and good Nature bblige us to 
reat Him with Reſpect. To worry People for 
deing true to the beſt Principles they can form 
Is Uncharitable ; and tho their Error be Ill, their 
dincerity demands our Charity, as much as their 
Folly does our Reſentment. In Eine, Conſcience 
ought to be Sacred to Us, and its Impreſſions 
crit the moſt Solemn Regard ; but to avoid the 
Inconvenience of too much Niceneſs on One Side, 
and Looſeneſs and Negligence on the Other, it 
will not be amiſs to fix a few Rules. e 
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I. We ſhou'd fix upon the Beſt and Trug 
Principles we can. Principles are the Rule g 
Conſcience, and all its Operations move by th 
Light and Judgment of the Mind ; but if th, 


Light be Darkneſs, it muſt be very Great, Co 
the Conſequence Aſtoniſhing ! Good and Evil Hf Re 
alike to a Man intirely in the Dark, and Peoyl 
whoſe Principles are Wicked, can neither preter( III. 
to Conſcience or Honour. Hereupon, to form thirty « 
Mind upon good Principles is the only way Hur P. 
e ſure of a good Inclination and Practice. Bore! 
if the Rule be Falſe, the Action muſt be Wich e is 
or Fooliſh ; and no pretence to Conſcience culffW10! 
excuſe It. All the Impieties in the World mige R 
be juſtify'd upon this Pretence, if Conſcience wer and 


not as much under Moral Government and D. 
vine Rule as any other Operation of the Mind 
The Principles therefore which are the Foundai- 
on of all Moral Action muſt be Good, or tis ins 

poſſible the Action ſhou'd: be So. 


II. Never ſtifle the Checks of Conſcience, no 
determine in Haſte in oppoſition to em. Peopk 
often beat their Conſciences out of -Countenancy, 
and force em to Silence by Ill Uſage ; but ue 
mou d always ſuffer the utmoſt Freedom fron 
duch a Monitor: For if we loſe its Reptooß, 
we have no Security againſt our Appetites, and 
mall be burry'd into Vice, if we don't Stop and 
Examine the Force of the Reproof: No Mat 
can be Juſt to Himſelf that don't liſten to bs 
dun Conſcience, and he that feels a Check in bi 
' own Mind is at leaſt bound to take notice of It; 
turn it round in his Thoughts, and obſerve the 
Strength of its Reaſoning. Tis poſſible indeed 
tnat Conſcience may have a falſe Turn, and ad 
viſe to our Prejudice; but this is very rare, 1 
5 1 . 
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Mind is nor intirely Debauch'd ; and den 
wit will, we ought to examine It: The Eclair- 


y ement between a Man and his own Conſcience. 
if th nt but be of Advantage; His Virtue 18 like to 
t, 20d Confirm'd and Improv'd, and Conſcience It 
vil f Regulated by It. | N 


III. In things purely Indifferent, whatever Li- 
ty of Judgment we Reſerve, we ſhou'd Limit 


ay or Practice. The Freedom of our Mind is in- 
B preſſible Satisfaction; but yet when our Scru- 
e is thrown off, it may be Decent to forbear the 


gion. To be ſure there can be no Harm in 


e Ca | an b 
michiſhe Reſtraint, where the Matter is at our Com- 
wen and, affects no Perſon beſides ; nor diſturbs So- 
| D-ficty and Converſe. Tis but Correcting our Ap- 
Mind | 


etite, _ Conquering a lictle Humour, and we 
re ſure of being Safe; for if the Thing be In- 
iferent, It may be let alone without Injury to 
he Generoſity and Freedom of the Mind. A 
an had better ſtrain at a Gnat, and be a little 


no oo Nice than too Eaſie and Open to Temptation; 
eopk WF ormality is Ridiculous, but Libertiniſm Deſtru- 
ince Wtive | * 70 EE 
t 


IV. Our Scruples ſhou'd be Secret, and as much 
is poſſible kept to our ſelves. Haſt thou Faith, 
have it to thy ſelf, is a Divine Rule to this Pur- 


 andpoſe : A good Man is afraid of the Conſequence 
Man! his own Scrupulous Inclination, and fo keeps 
> hs upon the Reſerve, and don't deſire to be Trou- 


dlelome. Every particular Opinion iſn't fit to be. 


It ropagated; nor every Truth worth the Noiſe 
> che eat is made about It. The Peace of the World 
deed F's of more Importance than moſt of the Scruples 
ad that hitherto have diſturb'd It; and the Buſie Hu- 


mourſome Contention about little Things is oftner 
2 $02 26 Ct 3 o Wee, 5 of an 


218 Moral Eſſas 
an Inſtance of Hypocriſie than Grace. In ſho, 
The Point theſe Buſie People aim at, is Power 
and Reputation, to be Admir'd and Follow a 
Oracles ! And to ſecure theſe, they always |; 
Conſcience looſe on One Side, and tye it up o 
the Other. But an Honeſt Man either Conquey 
his Scruples by his Reaſon, or Reſerves em in his 
own Boſom. tas ol bh 


_ 7 


. | LXXVIII. 
ITbe Higher the Ape goes the 
1 More He ſhews His Tail. 


N AR. Ray has obſerv'd ſome Difference of 0 
IVI pinion upon the Senſe of this Proverb 
He takes the Meaning to be, That the highef B. 
Beggars, or Low- bred People are Advanc'd, the bilit. 
more they diſcover the Baſeneſs of their Spirit i eſt i 
and Tempers, and ſo he makes it Equivalent to and 
that Sacred Adage, Honour is unſeemly for a Ful Hig 
But Under-favour, I take this to be a Miſtake Mectas 
for Solomon does not mean by Fool, a Man of Mean Laſt 
Birth, or Low Education; but -a Wicked Man, ed a 
upon whom Honour muſt needs ſit but Odly ; the 
Becauſe ſuch Perſons are a Diſgrace to any Cha the 
racer, and Leſſen the Dignity of Ir. But beſides C. 
If the Proverb be taken in that Senſe, it needs very hor 
much Correction, and muſt not be confin'd to eve-W He 
kły particular; for ſome Men of Low Birth have ſtin 
in every Age diſcover'd a great Genius, executed ow! 


the higheſt Trufts, perform'd the Nobleſt Adi. 


ONsz 
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ns, and made a great Figure in the World: Few 
princes are at any time without ſame of em in 
heir Councils, and they are thought to have 


s le eu /d as much Wiſdom in their Conduct as Men 
1p olf the beſt Blood in Europe. To be Juſt therefore 
quem in our Notion of this Matter, we muſt obſerve, 
in ha hat the Original of Nobility and Honour, was 


ither the Reward of ſome Virtuous Action, or 
he Price of Riches. Now purchas'd Honour has 
ways been in ſome degree of Contempt accord- 
ing to the Old Saw, | 


Upſtart a Churl and gathered 


And thence did ſpring one Gen- | 
teel Blood. eee 25 


But on the other Hand, if Virtue conveys No- 
bility to Poſterity ; the Honour is certainly high- 
eſt in the firft Poſſeſſor, from whom it did Reſult 
and Deſcend to the Preſent : And thus Men of 
High Birth in this Age, Inherit the Reward pur- 
chas'd by the Merit of Men of a Low Birth in the 
Laſt, In ſhort, if I thought the Proverb: intend- 
ed any thing to this Purpoſe, I ſhou'd rather chuſe 
the very Reverſe to Mr. Rays Opinion; and take 
the Meaning to be, That a Fool, a Coxcomb, or 
aCoward, Is a very contemptible Creature, tho he 
ſhou'd be inveſted with a Title; and that the more 
He boaſts of the Honour of His Houſe, and Di- - 
ſtinction of His Birth, the more He. expoſes His 
own Folly, and proves himſelf to be a Diſgrace 
tolt ; for if Honour be unſeemly for a Fool, tis 
5 = FVV | — „ 
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not very Decent for Him to Boaſt of It; for thy 
an Aſs dreſs d up in Embroideries, draws a mull 
tude of Admirers; yet tis not out of Reſpect þy 
Banter, and to ſmile a little at the Odneſs of the 
But the Halian Uſe of this Proverb ſeems the 
moſt agreeable, who apply it to Conceited Peoy| 
that are fo fond of 5 own Talk, that the 
can't forbear, tho they hear themſelves Hiſsd 
and know that they are expos'd by their own Im. 
pertinence. A Wiſe Man is always Cautioffs in 
this Point, and tho He knows his Argument, and 
is fare He's Right, yet if he finds Himſelf not un- 
derſtood, or that the Murmur of the Houſe is 1 
gainſt Him, He'll beſure to fit down: For to be 
too long upon a good Argument, or to preſs it 
out of Seaſon, leſſens the Weight of what is ſaid, 
and the Reputation. of the Speaker. But there 
are ſome that can't ſee that they are the Sport o 
the Company, but Fancy their high Flights muſt 
needs pleaſe, and that every Body has the ſame 
Itch with themſelves. Some of the Sacred Tribe arg 
extreamly of this Humour: To talk plain Senſe 
to the Pariſh, does not look enough like a Scho- 
lar, and therefore by ſome ſtrange high Words, or 
myſtical Notion, they can't help ſhewing the A- 
bundance of their Ignorance : For the higher ſuch 
People mount, the more they diſcover their Fol- 
Iy: And to the World's End, a Man can never 
be the Wiſer for theſe Roficruſian Diſcourſes, 
which as a Man of Wir handſomely expreſs'd it, 
only ſhew' Us, That the Preacher is roo High 


& for this World, and too Low for the next. 
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Every Man muſt Eat a Peck of 


„ 16615 ay 5 

10 6 Aſhes before He | D 69,5; T2 
115% rs b Wor»! FO Lis ads ce 5 
Im- 


N affected Niceneſs at Table Is extreamly 
NRicdiculous, and is a greater Vice than for 
de moſt part tis thought to be: For when Peo- 
le are Curious and Squeamiſh, and turn every 


* Fit they Eat round, and make much ado, tis no- 
2 hing but an Awkard Pretence to Neatneſs, to 
ls it eſe a N 
ſao er Wantonnels and Pride. Now the Uſe of 
hero's Proverb is to check this Fooliſh Humour, 
* hich is neither good Manners Abroad, nor Pru- 


Jence at Home. No Man can be ſure where his 
hildren may be forc'd to ſeek their Bread, nor 
hether it ſhall be always as Clean and Fine as 
is at Home ; and upon this Account ſhou'd never 
ſulfer em to be fo over Curious as to throw away 
Loaf becauſe it may happen to have a little 
ritt In't. *Tis true indeed, Cleanlineſs is a Vir- 
tue near as eaſie to be pradtis'd by the Poor as the 
Rich, and therefore this Proverb is miſapply'd_ 
hen Sluts uſe it for their Defence. The good 


. oman was much out when ſhe ſpilt the Aſhes in 
0 it Her Husband's Pottage, and then cry d, What 
5 3 


da- do you make, Every Man muſt Eat a Peck o 
Dirt in his Life! Why ay Wife, ſays he, that's 


; * true, But prithee why ſo much at a Time? The 
Anſwer was Appoſite and Juſt, for at that Rate 
he Peck in the Proverb, may be advanc'd to a 


buſhel, 


: But 


— 
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But I wou'd venture upon another Senſe 25 
Uſe of this Proverb; for as it appears to be ve 
Antient; ſo it ſeems to have a more NobleDef 
And that is to put us in Mind that every Man 
Portion is ſome Trouble and Affliction in t 
Life, and finally that we muſt come to Duſt! 
the Grave! This is well expreſs d by Aſhes ming! 
with our Food; for tis the univerſal Lot of Ma 
kind, to taſte ſome Bitterneſs in the Pleaſante 


and moſt Proſperous Life. Now too much Del 4 
cacy and Care about the Body, and Niceneſ i O 
our Food, looks as if we expected Immortality Wil 
It, had forgot our Original, and did not kno 
that we came from Duſt, and muſt. return to PA. 
And this Thought is the moſt effectual Reproof . n 
Curioſity and Wantonneſs that can be in ect 
World ; It prevents Murmuring at the Preſen iſcor 
and prepares for the Future; It points out the [ritlin 
nity. of a Wanton Luxurious Life, and Croſſfern 
upon the Appetite : It teaches Frugality a 1. 


ſecures Decency and good Manners at Tabl 
and is extreamly Serviceable in every part of o 
Life, by a Solemn Admonition that we are hal 


ing to the Grave! 
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dne Man may better Steal a 
4 Horſe than Another look 


over the | Hedge. , j 15 


3 Artiality is a Univerſal Vice; every Man is 
| more or leſs Tainted with It; few People, 
et upon the Ill Effects of It, tho tis a mighty 
iſcouragement to Virtue : For if one Man's 


- 


[rifling Follies are as much Cenfſur'd as Another's 


he wrong Side: For tis hard to keep up an E- 
kem for that which every Body elſe puts but à 
tle Value on. Few People have fo great a Paf- 
on for Virtue as to be above Temptation to de- 
ert Her; and when Men of the ſtricteſt Virtue 
nd this Partial Cenſorious Humour play'd up- 
nem; tis poſſible they may be led into an In- 
ecent way of Reſentment ; and ſuch Uſage may 
revail on em to Foregoe ſome Part of their 
irtue, when they find tis ſo far from being taken 
otice of to their Honour; that tis the Occaſion 
| their Neglect and Contempt. es 


bs Or 


— 


* 


normous Vices, 'twou'd tempt People to think- 


be Diſtinctions of Virtue and Vice but a Jeff#- 

or if the Hazard or Reward be Equal, and a 
an had as good be a Villain as a little Miſtake n, 
iſn't worth while to endeavour to be Good; and 
fſach Thoughts are once entertain'd in the 
ind, tis odds but Nature turns the Biaſs on 


No 


Juſtice in Him to return the Compliment b) 


World, Humour every Fool, and Admire all th 


% l Bf 
No doubt but tis an Inſtance of Wiſdom ant 
Goodneſs, not to be too ſevere Obſervers of \ 
nother's Faults. But then this good Humoy 
 ſhou'd go round, and diſcover it ſelf equally 1 
All, or it's a fure Argument that 'tis not Vice tha 
is Cenſur'd, but the Perſon. Now it muſt be ſup. 
pos'd that ſome III Principle Governs, when ons 
Man ſhall paſs with us for a Rogũe for the fame 
Action, or a much more harmleſs One; in whick 
Another ſhall find us exceſſively Charitable, ani 
have our eaſie Pardon or Excuſe. There muſt be 
ſome III Blood, or III Principle in this Caſe; and 
at leaſt Paſſion and Prejudice are the Cauſe 9 
It: Thus when a Man looks upon his Favourite 
He'll Smile at the fame Folly in Him that Helſf 
Storm at in Another; and every thing that wil 
ſmooth over, and ſoften the Action of One, ſha 
be produc'd with all its Advantages: But ever 
thing that may heighten and increaſe the Other 
Folly, ſhall be urg'd* with the greateſt. Aggran 
tions; till One's Vice ſhall look like Virtue, and 
*Tother's More. be Magnify'd into a Beam! 


Fool's and Knaves ſcratch one another in thi 
Way, and Flatterers are ſure to find Favour fron 
the Humour; for when they have ſhew'd thei 
Art in admiring a Knave or a Fool, tis a kind o 


ſcreening the Sycophant from the - juſt Cenfur 
of his Wickedneſs : This is the Reaſon that Me 
of the beſt Senſe and moſt Virtue, are often ſoil 
ps'd, and have occaſion to Comfort themſelve 
with this Proverb : For they that han't Art ant 
Hypocriſie enough to gain the Favour of ti 


Actions of every Impertinent Fop ; ſhall be fur 
to have no Mercy ſhew'd to their Miſtakes ! Thei 
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crors ſhall be Crime; for every Ill Man, and 
very Coxcomb, is of courſe in a Conſpiracy a- 
ainſt People of Virtue and Senſe : And thus they 
nanage Converſation as Merchants do a Joint- 
ock, cry up and admire one another's Commo- 
ities, and run down every Body's elſe. *Tis 
fer for one of theſe to Lye, Cheat, and De- 
auch, than for the other to break a Jeſt, or 
neak a Truth. Many an Honeſt, Good Man 


jas been intirely ſunk by theſe Deſigning Hypo- 
it tes, who are Maſters of every Bodies Reputa- 
„on, becauſe they have Numbers on their Side 
iſe ho will be ſure to ſupport Their's ? | 


urite 


Heid But what now muſt an Honeſt Man do in this | 


e wil Lale? The beſt way is for every Man to keep 
(Witly ro the Rules of Virtue and Honour, and 
even Indeavour to juſtifie his Conduct to his own Con- 


cience, ſmile at the falſe Approbation he finds 4 
he World give to Vice, and flight the Fooliſh —_ 
enſures paſt upon his own Virtue. _— 
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| © He that Weds before Het 
Wie, ſhall Die before He 
JT 5 


N ſo Important a Concern as Marriage, thi 

1 Rules of Management ſhou'd never be forgot 
and eſpecially the Firſt Step ſhou'd be taken Car 
of. Now the Age of entring on ſo Critical: 
Life, comes firſt to be conſider d, and to be ſur 
_ ought to be the fame as makes us fit to manage at 
Eſtate. Tis the oddeſt thing in the World te 
give a Woman into the Arms of a Man to whar 
ſhe muſt be Subject, who is not Maſter of Him 
ſelf, or his Fortunes, and of Courſe can't be Judge 
I of his own Diſcretion, how He ſhall Manage ei 
= ther of em. It is certainly the moſt agreeadl 
I to Reaſon, that both Sexes ſhou'd be acquaintec 
a little with the Rule of themſelves, and be abont 
the Ferula and Governante, before they enter int 
a State that requires the ſtricteſt Care, and mo 
finiſh'd Prudence : And therefore one wou'd will 
YZ _ thata Man at leſs than Twenty One, and a We 
F - _ man at leſs than Eighteen, ſhou'd never Marry 
1 for tho' ſometimes at Eight and Twenty the 
mayn't happen to be Wiſe, yet tis almoſt a Mi 
 racle, if under theſe Ages they don't very muc 
play the Fool. The beſt that can be ſaid of Mi 
nor's Marriage Is; that tis poflible, that by a goo 
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ducation upon a Stock of good Stnfe,' that Na- 
ure may have furniſh'd a Young Couple with, 


; ſo rare, that the Experiment is never worth the 
zzard, and Early Matches are fo ſeldom Suc- 
elsful, that a Man ought to be afraid of em. 


Tis true, there is very much Folly in People's 
ear of Ill Omens, and tis eaſie to be too Super- 
itious : The moſt of ſuch Obfervations are below 
z Wiſe Man's Notice; but yet tis impoſſible to 


f'em, that they continually force us to make a 


th rand, and Reflect upon what we are about | A 
re in muſt be of a very ſtrong Judgment, and 
yy ught.to be very ſure of his Conduct, that will 
cal: 


enture upon That, which for Nine Iimes in 


> ſun ren has Miſcarry'd, and been the Ruin of thoſe 
ge bat did It! And I believe this has been the Odds 
tn the Marriages of Infants, and It can't be other- 
whor 


Him 
Judge 
ge ei 
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r inte 
mo 
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o Choice, they can't poſſibly be ſure. fin 
datisfaction. | ; "8 a 75 : > 


Intolerable Yoke by Fifteen ; and when a Son 


he diſpoſe On't ; He looks upon his young Bride, 
s ſhe grows up, as upon his Chain, or at leaſt 


They may make a Happy Improvement: But this 


void being Startl'd, when we find ſuch a Return 


Thus the Matches Parents make for their Chile 
hen at Ten and Twelve, are look'd upon as an 
omes to Reflect that his Liberty was Loft, before 
e taſted the Delights of It, and he knew nothing of 


he occaſion of his being a Slave without His 
Vill, and of Courſe is extreanily Indifferent whe- 
her the ſame Lady be the Companion of his Life 

t One and Twenty, who was a very agreeable- 
lay-fellow at Ten or Eleven. "Tis the ſame in 
5 N 2 5 E Young 


iſe, for tis an Affair above both their Reliſh and — 
Management: And where the Parties have made 


* 
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a Young Lady, That that is obliging at ſo Tender M 
an Age, is forgot as ſoon as ſhe comes to her Teens: : 
She expects then to be treated like a Woman; and 
when ſhe obſerves that Her Beauty is equal to ſome 
of Her Acquaintance, who ſhe finds very much 
Complimented, Su'd to and Addreſs'd : She can! 
help Reflecting that ſhe has loſt the Satisfaction 
of ſeeing Her ſelf Admir'd-and Purfu'd : And it 
can't be but ſhe muſt Regret, that tiſn't in 
Her Power to ſhew her Scorn and Pride, by refu- 
fing her humble Admirers as well as Others 


But if we ſuppofe a Young Lady above all this 
Vanity, and by a peculiar Degree of Virtue, nat 
much value this ſore of Reſpect; yer ttis im- 
poſſible for a Woman of Senſe not to be dif 
pleas'd that ſhe was not permitted to give awa 
Her own Heart, but was Trick'd and Impos'd © 
at an Age when ſhe cou'dn't know the Value ont 


HBeſides, the Humour, Air, Mien, Temper, and 

Carriage of a Couple, alter. very much in a fen 
Years ; and after Maſter has made the Gran 
Jour, and Madam paſs d Five or Six Years undet 
the Care of my Lady Mother; they don't appear 
at the next Interview, the ſame that they were a 
Parting: And hereupon, tho' they might have 
been ſuppos'd capable of Choice upon their Mar 
. riage; the change that has ſince paſs'd upon e 


both, makes it neceſſary to make a New One = 
And how odd it is for a Man to addreſs his Will: h 
like a Miſtreſs !\ Nothing can be more UnWhq, 
rateful to a Woman than to think you approac Mer 
| Her with Authority, and that the is Bound to ta em 
a Man into her Arms that never gave her 2"Myle 
_ Reaſon why He ſhou d expect fo great a Favour Within, 
In ſhort, I know nothing can be Secur d. by ſuc ſets: 


Matches 


\ 


3 
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onder xlatches, but the Increaſe of an Eſtate, and this 
eens: ¶ too is a Hazard; for if the Marriage prove Un- 
Land bppy on other Accounts, the Efftate is rarely 
ſome oreferv'd | But whar if it be? How Ridiculous a 
muchſhthing is It for a Couple to Sell all the Happineſs 
cantof Life for a Large Fortune, and Fancy a Gold 


Ron 
nd it 
't in 
relu- 


t 


Chain a leſs Torture than an Iron One 
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Bottom of the Sea. 
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Oth the Firſt Choice, and True Cond 


* any Deſign, are here Hinted ar. Tis by 
a few 
Grand 
undet 
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dea, and yet as Improbable Attempts are every 


be great Politicians: Both their Deſigns and Ex- 
pectations are ſo Ridiculous, that tis ſurprizin 


t hago think how they cou'd firſt drop upon em; and 

Mah nore, that they ſhou'd continue to expect any 

D Benefit from Chimæra's. But Imagination is 
ne 


is Wik 
e Un 
proac 
o tali em Blind and Mettleſome; and 'tis eaſie for Peo- 
er ale in this Humour to Hope and Believe an 


Judgment ; tis Fed and Increas d by that Love 


avou' thing. Tis ſcarce ever known, that a Projector 


y ſuct 


As lets any Bounds to his Expectations, or ſo much 
archi” OE SPAN ee ations, 


11 


uct of 


Day made by People who wou'd be thought to 


Don't fiſh for Strawberries in tie 


an odd Project to look for Strawberries in the 


rery Strong and Irregular Operation of the Mind, 
It has often a very great Force, and Stifles the 


Men have to themſelves, which at once makes 
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in proper Aſſiſtance. When an Affair is thi 
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as ſuſpects the poſſibility of a Diſappointment 
till His Deſign appear either Impracticable, ot 
Fruitleſs, which He never diſcovers till he is al 
moſt Ruin'd by his Confidence; and has purchas{ 
a pleaſant hope of Riches and Honour at the Fx 
-pence of his Eſtate, and Reputation : for no Pec 
ple are more ſlighted than thoſe that Fall by thi 
Method, nor have leſs Reaſon to expect Com 
paſſion in their Diſgrace! But to prevent this, 
few Rules are ſufficient, 


I. We ought never to venture any thing upo 
a meer Poſſibility of Succeſs : HE that. does may 
as eaſily Fail as Succeed ; and where the Matte: 
is but juſt equal, there's no room for Hazard, be 
. cauſe no Ballance againſt It; you may either 
| find the thing Impoſlible, and ſo be difappointel 
in the Main; or Uſeleſs when tis accompliſh'd 
and fo miſs the Profit and Advantage, which e 
very Man ought to propoſe by every Action He 
does. | 


II. A good Probability ſhou'd always be i 
view, before. we enter upon Expence, or expok 
our Reputation by any Attempt. - This is to b 
drawn from the Nature of our Deſign, and th 
Condition we are in, the Oppoſition likely to bf 
made, and the Compaſs muſt be taken to dra 


* Juftly Poiſed, the Probability of Succeſs will fc 


dom fail to ſhew ir ſelf, or we ſhall find juMregre 
Reaſon to ſlight our Project, which before Adionſſtiinh 
may always be done with Safety, *' Mfer 


III. A Projector is uſually too much in Lon 

with His own Thought to be a good Judge of H 
Deſign; and therefore good Council ought * 
EC i 
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aken, and no Man's Afliſtance flighted, if it be 
ay way likely to promote the main Purpoſe. O- 
ther Rules will preſent themſelves as the Bag nels 
goes on, but theſe being well obſery'd, will either | 


: x 


carry us on, or bring us handſomely off, - © 
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$f * N q 4 > 2 4 4 = * ; { n 132 


IX 
Nothing Old but Shoes and 


Fats. 


His Proverb riſe among the lower Tier of 
People, and tho' it be of a Mean Otfiginal, 
1 Has a Smart Sighificancy in its Uſe ; which is 
by way of Reply to them that ſpeak flightly of 
Old Age. Tis an Alluſion to the common Cry 
e infRamong Us; for there's no Commodity that re- 
commends It ſelf by publiſhing its Decay, but 
Old Shoes and Hats, and a few other Things that 
our Itenerant Merchants deal in; and ſo the . 
tage Imports, that tiſn't good Manners to reflect 
upon other People's Age, and that no Perſon ſhou d 
be contemn'd upon that Account. Old People 
have always ſomething of this Humour; they 3 
regret the thought of being Uſeleſs, are apt tag ⁶ ⸗ä 
think every one thinks em Troubleſome, afd WM 
reſent any Reflection upon their Years as tzhe 
keeneſt Reproach : For the moſt part this is the, |, 
effect of a Peeviſh, Touchy Diſpoſition, which is N 
Natural to em; or elſe of an Opinion they have 
of their Wiſdom; for they always commend thoſe 
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Times in which they had the Management: And 
it can't be but they muſt take it Ill, that when erence 
they are laid aſide by Nature, they ſhou'd be In. 
ſulted by thoſe who come After; and by the hely 


of Their Wiſdom and Experience, have got into 
Reputation and Eſteem. 


But the ſtrongeſt ' Cauſe of this Averſion to be 
told of their Age, is perhaps an Uneaſinelſs at the 
Thought of Dying; *tis natural to think this is 
the Reaſon of that fine Turn in the French Na. 
tion, who if you ask any of em their Age, de port 

Cline the direct Anſwer, and Reply, Fe fort bin 

I'm very well! And if you preſs em further, 

they conclude you inſufferably Rude, and will be 
as Angry as a Widow, or a ſtaid Virgin, among 
Us, who will be ſure to turn this Saying upo 

you, and Stomach it beyond Forgiveneſs, if yo 

ſo much as ſpeak of her Age: The very Word is 

offenſive to the Sex, and they had a'moſt as live 
be call'd any thing, as to be thought too Old fo 

an agreeable Converſation, - - 1 


Now tho there is ſomething: of Weakneſs and 
Folly in too much of this kind of Reſentment 
yet tis both Ridiculous and Wicked to Mock at 
Old Age; for nothing can be more Fooliſh than 
to Laugh at that which at the ſame time ever 
Body deſires: And as there is a Native Venerable 
neſs in Grey Heirs, ſo tis Impious to make em the 
Subject of a Jeſt. Take Old Age as a Sign 0 
Decaying Nature, and it ſhou'd make us Serious 

the Infirmities of it ſhew us What we are, anc 
ſerve to leſſen our Youthful Vanity and Pride! 
we look upon it with a Wiſe Deſign to Improve, | 
puts us in Mind of Mortality,and naturally prompt 
Us to ask whether we are ready to Die * va 
ꝑE dops LE) „ Es "I Tel ee 
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fe& on its venerable Beauty, it commands Re- 


A 

15 erence ; for if it be jos abs ogy; A with Wiſdom 
> In n Virtue, its the greateſt Happineſs in the 
hep old: If on the other Hand, the infirmities of 
into trembling Hand, a Faltering Tongue, decrepid 


\tion, and fooliſh Difcourſe appear; It ſhou'd 
int us to reflect on the miſery of Humane Na- 
ue, and preſs toward that Happy Immortality 
here decay'd Nature ſhall revive upon our Re- 
urrection from the Dead! And ſuch Reflections 


' Nas theſe are more becoming our Nature, than the 
| deport that Young Fools make with the Weakneſs 
bin f the Aged. To hear the Impertinence of this 


dort, is a Torment to a Virtuous Mind, and no- 
hing more diſcovers our Corruption; and that 
his Age is near loſt to Virtue and good Man- 
ders, than to obſerve the Rudeneſs of the Young, 
in the Contempt of Grey Hairs: Which are In- 
tic'd to Honour and Reſpect, by the Law of 
Nature, and more by the Principles of Virtue 
and Religion, „ = 


| IX 


- vice ; for there's no Condition of Life but give 
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IXXXIV. 
A Man muſt Eat a Peck 0 


Salt with Another, before H 
takes Him for a Friend. 


 CUddain Friendſhips are eaſily diſfolv'd, an 
_J ſcarce ever laſt long enough to deſerve thi 
Name; ſo that the-Reaſon of this Proverb is ſtrong 
ly urg'd by the Nature of the Thing. An eat 
neſs to enter into Familiarities, and a forward Hy 
mour of embracing every Bodies Offer of Lon 
and Service, Is a moſt certain Inſtance of Levity 
which Naturally runs into Inconſtancy; for Pec 
ple of this Inclination muſt throw off near as fi 
as they take into Favour, or they muſt be over 
ſtock d; want an Opportunity to uſe One Friend 
or oblige Another, and never be able to chuſe 1 
ny One upon whom they can Depend, for thi 


proper Offices of Love and Friendſhip ; of which 


there are a great Variety, and many of em { 
£2 rtant as to require both all our Time anc 
Capacity in the diſcharge of em. Nor is it cali 
to foreſee either the uſe of a Friend, or the Obli 
| oe: that may ariſe to Hazard your ſelf in hi 
ervice ; and therefore a Man ſhou'd think ofte 
who he admits to a Character, that gives ſo grei 
Pretenſions, and demands almoſt unlimited ver 


2s Friend 
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Friend a Title to your Affection, Advice and 
ortunes. Proſperity 6bliges to Mutual Joys 
nd Satisfaction in each Others Happineſs; and 

\dverſity, to a Free, Generous and Unaskd 
iy and Aſſiſtance; for the Glory and Perfe- 
tion of this Relation Is, that the Parties Intereſt, 
beſires and Deſigns be the ſame, or at leaſt never 


ie Oppoſite. * | 
Now He that opens his Arms to Another, with 
n Invitation to ſuch a Communion, ought to be 
ery ſure of the Virtue and Honour of the Perſon. 
o be too free in this Point does but temper an Ill 
Man to Inſinuate upon Us, and ſince all People's 
irtue is but Imperfect, the fewer Temptations 
wen the Beſt are expos'd to the Better. To be 
hafe therefore and Happy in the choice of a 
Friend, we ſhou'd firſt know the Perſon through 
y before we engage in ſo Strict and Sacred a 
Bond with Him. Converſation will ſhew us both 
the Virtues and Vices of our Acquaintance, and 
how far they are agreeable in their Inclinations to 
s: Eſpecially it's good to Note the Principles, 
Deſigns and Pleaſures of thoſe with whom we- 
ontract Amity ; for if either of theſe are oppo- 
ſte to our own, there can be no likeneſs of 
anners añd Conduct; and for this Reaſon no 
poſſibility of a Sincere and Laſting Affection. 


Upon this Account a particular Regard ſhoud 
de had to Virtuous Principles, for theſe are the 
Foundation of every Honeſt Man's Actions; all 
the Offices of Love and Friendſhip are under the 
Rules of Virtue; no Man muſt plead the One in 
ar to the Other, and urge the Laws of Friend- 
ſhip to Juſtifie an Ill Action: To do Ill and ſay 
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*twas to ſerve a Friend, is quite Over-turnin 
the Nature of Things ; for among Ill Men the; 
may be a Conſpiracy, but no Friendſhip : R 
this is a Sacred Notion, and is always limited 
Good Men and to Virtuous Actions: A Frien 
forfeits the Name, if he wou'd once prompt 50 
to an Ill Thing: In this Caſe, tis a Virtue i 
Tear him out of our Boſom, Renounce and Dj 
avow his Pretenſions, and determine our ſlr 
to an Irreconcileable Oppoſition to Him, th; 
wou'd make ſo Excellent a Name a Servant to 
Vices. This therefore heightens the Obligatio 
to Care in the firſt Choice, becauſe a Wile M 
wou'd avoid the Temptation of being eite 


miſlead by the Charms and Endearments of 


Friend, or forc'd to ſo unpleaſant a Thing : 
a Breach: In the One Caſe we muſt be Wicker 
and in the Other Unhappy ; This we ſhou'd, 
poſſible, Avoid; and That we ſhou'd alwa 
Abhor. „ 


C 
Dont ſay III never Drink 0 
this Water, How Dirty ſo 
ecvet It be. | 


| | by Happy ſhou d we be if we cou'd it 
7 tirely Reſign to Providence, Submit to ou. 
Afflictions without Regret, and bear Proſperi 
with a Steady, Unelated Mind! But, few Pec 
ple ever think enough of this Happineſs to _ 
„ | 5 | | t 
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eir Mind to a quiet Reſignation in Trouble, or 
Modeſt and Diſcreet Uſe of their Proſperity! 


rnit 


ih 5 requires a Wiſe Preparation by frequent Refle- 
# ; Wien; -and attendance to theRules of Virtue, and 
-- Wbſcrvations of Experience; to Tame our Paſſi- 


ns, and Introduce Patience and Submiſſion in 
e One Caſe ; and correct the Exceſſes of Joy, 
e Bubblings of our Native Pride, and Increaſe 
four Vanity in the Other: For Fruition is often 
ady to over-ſet a Weak Mind, and gives a great 
al of Trouble ſometimes to the Strongeſt. In 
is Caſe we are inclin'd rather to promiſe our 
ves an uninterrupted Felicity than think of the 


eu Moſlibilicy of a Change; and hence nothing is 
. of More frequent than for People to deſpiſe the 
ing MW" Things they have left behind, and look 
ke oon thoſe that were once Equal, if not Superior 


'em, with a fooliſh kind of Contempt and 
corn. Hence you hear em cry, I'll never do 
his! Nor Submit to That! Ridiculous ! For 
ho can tell what He may be forc'd to Submit 
Or how Diſturb'd and Muddy the Spring may 
e that's now ſo Clear and Delightful to Us! 
uch People, one wou'd think, believ'd they had 
e Command of Providence, and were ture of a 

erpetual Rotation of Bleſſings and Succeſs ! 
hich to be Juſt to the World, It does not ſo 
uch as Tempt us to Expect, but fairly intimates _ 
so Uncertainty,. and that its higheſt Favours 
1 are chang'd into exceflive Poverty 
"Want. | 


Now a Wiſe Man has always this Thought be- 


to ore Him, and in the midſt of his Happineſs uſes 
ſperit imſelf to the Improvement of It; the higher He 
v Ped cxalted, the more He is ſenſible tis poſſible to 
) brill; and there fore forms His Appetites to the 


us 


: nm 


Riches and Figure, deſpis d the Thoughts of: 


is that ir can never be forgot by their own Con 


to Eat that Bread which. they once threw awa) 


better to Correct theſe our ſelves, than to ſee 'en 
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uſe of meaner Food, and chooſes to be lefs Pompo 
in his Dreſs and Appearance, than his preſen 
Condition may Indulge to Him: Never bids De 
ance to Poverty, becauſe He's ſenſible that it ma 
happen to be His Portion; and by this. Mea 
He's both ready to Receive it, and Happy unde 
it. For this Temper breaks the Force of a Man 
Fall, and he comes eaſier to the Ground; where 
as They that have always us'd an exceſſive Nice 
neſs at Table, valu'd themſelves only upon thei 


Ca 


meaner Life, and toſt up their Noſes at the Mi 
ſerable ; can never bear a Change ; ſupport thei 
own Minds in their Affliction, nor avoid thi 
keeneſt Cenſure and Contempt from Others 1 
on their Fall: Their Vanity and Pride will be 
membred by every Body, and their Unhappine 


ſcience ; for when they ſee themſelves brough 


They are juſtly puniſh'd with the Reflection 0 
their Folly and Pride; 'tis therefore infinite) 


Corre&ed by our Own unhappy Experience, an 
the keen Reproaches of Others. 
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ne 
earning is Folly, unleſs a good 
Judgment have the Ute of It. 
\n Ounce of Mother-Wit is 
worth a Pound of Clergy: 


* 


EARNING is the Ornament and Glory 

of Mankind: For Human Nature wou d 
ake but a mean Figure without Education, and 
continu d Acceſſion of Knowledge. If there be 
y ſuch thing in the Mind as Innate Idea's, they 
uſt be very weak, imperfect, and next to in- 
enificant ; if not ſupported by Review and 
election, ſuccour'd by foreign Afliſtance, and 
nprov d by Obſervation and Addition of others 
hich reſult from an infinite Variety of Objects 
and about Us. A Genius and Capacity for 
ch Improvements is Mother-Wit; which is 
) little purpoſe, without Matter to work on, 
nd a Variety of Methods to diſcover and em- 


initel! 
ee en 
e, an 


led, and an ingenious Mind increaſes in the 
Ile of It. Capacity can't Subſiſt, and much leſs 
ct to any purpaſe without continu'd Supplies: 
which a Man's Mind is refreſh'd, and put into 

| "on 


a 


oy its Strength. Thus Learning feeds the In- 


to encreaſe in Knowledge, and lay out our Stock 
of new Ideas; the Ranging, Connection, ani 


and makes room for the Difference betweer 


of theſe two; and upon the matter, gives th 
Diſadvantage to Learning; tho' its ſignificang 


without the Introduction of Sciences and gene 
rous Arts: And without diſpute, the Abilities c 


Judgment, and cultivate the Mind, renders it | 


 fions : It ſerves too, to preſerve Men of weak 
Heads from the Artifice of the more Subtle a 
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one Motion after another; from whence reſihi un 
the Wiſdom and Uſefulneſs of our Conduct ii 
every Part of our Life. For natural Parts,; 
quick Apprehenſion, and brisk Wit, a Propenſt 


to Advantage ; are kept alive, and in vigoroy 
Action, by the Increaſe of Light, and Introduiq 


Uſe of which, Is properly the Diſtinction thy 
makes the true Character of a\Man of Letter 


Learning and Mother-Wit, Art and Nature, Mw 


The Proverb here enters upon the Compariſaſiſſ®'* 


and Benefit is inexpreſſible: For tho the Vulg 
make a Diſtinction between Senſe and Letters 
It won't bear to the height the meaner Peop| 
imagine. Without ſome Inſtruction, and wh: 
is calld Learning, Senſe will make but poo 
Efforts, muſt be confin'd to a little Room, an- 
very low Bufineſs. The World muſt never har 
improv'd much above the Spade and the Plo 


Nature are beſt manag'd, and made more bene 
ficial, where Art has affiſted in the Improvement 
and univerſal Knowledge has taught the Min 
to chuſe this and the other Method, to enlargii 
its own Capacity, and encreaſe by Variety « 

Action. For Learning ſerves to 2 a g00 


for noble Enterpriſes, and ſecures us from t 
Abuſe and Impoſition of our Appetites and Pal 


Cunnu 
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unning, by fixing a multitude of Rules for 
ood Conduct; which Lllicerate People, tho' of 
ever ſo good Capacity, cou'd never diſcover 
vithout its Aſſiſtance. e 


ſults 
ict ir 
ts, 
enſit 


— Hereupon, if Learning ſuffer by the Proverb, 
"4; Mis on Suppoſition of ſome Miſtake of its Nature, 
en Uſe and Application. For a Man of Senſe 
Þ | 


ant avoid a Reſpect to Letters; and the Bright- 
and more Enterprizing His Genius is, He'll 
nake His Court to Learning with the more Ar- 
our and Addreſs. Tho' the Diſcoveries and Ac- 
uiſitions that have been made by the Learned, 
ou'd never have been obſerv'd or acquir'd, but 
y Minds that were large enough to purſue 
ſhings of that moment; and good Senſe is the 


1 tha 
tels 
tweet 
(of 


ariſo 
es thi 


(ule zoot of Arts and Sciences: Yet this Senſe 
een ou d be almoſt ſtarv'd, if it were not refreſh'd 
Peop y the Improvements Learning has made in every 


ge. And none can flight and neglect It, but 
hoſe- who don't underſtand what truly falls un- 
er the Character of Learning, and what not. 


whe 
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To ſet this right, we ſhou'd free our Mind 
om the Miſtake : For Learning is ſomewhat 
bore than the vulgar Notion of a Scholar. The 
haracter is made up of great Variety, and is al- 
ys connected with Good Senſe. "Tis impoſſi- 

le to be Learned without Judgment: There 
nuſt be Diſcretion in the Choice of Studies; and 
Diſtinction of Trifles, and Things of Signifi- 
mcy and Advantage. To read much, without 


* exact Collection of the beſt Authors, and the 
m ti Reateſt Subjects, and ſtrict Thought; Is zn In- 
d Pay, but no Improvement of the Mind. A 
weak eat Reader is for the moſt part full of Words 
dle aud lean in Senſe; 8 impoſe upon every 


Inn Body, 


a - Moral Efſays 
Body, and bluſter with his Authorities about Hin 
but han't a ſingle Thought of His own, or A 
to make uſe of the Sentiments of Others. Fo 
not having maſter'd the Senſe of the Volumes h 
has turn'd over, He is very little more than 2 
Index to point out the Place. This, with a litt| 
* Skill in Etymon and Prepoſition ; To be able t 
bring a little Latin and Greek together; to laid: 
Diſcourſe with Sentences, and gravely recite 
few Principles of Ariſtotle and Cartes; to lod 
g | Penſive, and addreſs with a ſneaking Apology 
| ſpeak wich Formality, and affe& Silence ; mk 
up the Character of a Mere Scholar! . 
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But the Pretence to Learning upon ſuch 
bottom, is extremely ' ridiculous, expoſes to t 
utmoſt Contempt, and is a Diſgrace to Letter 
A little plain Senſe is infinitely preferable to th 
Impertinence of Smatterers in Science: who a 
only. troubleſom with their Jargon; neither it 

ſttruct the Company, nor credit Themſelves. 


But Learning is a noble Improvement of th 
Mind: Tis the Knowledge of the Conſtitutio 
and Capacity of our own Soul, improv'd by 

Converſe with all the World; which inſtructs 
in the Nature, Uſe and End of every thing abo 
8 Us. For this reaſon, Letters have all their Val 
and Eſteem; For Words being the Images b 
which Things are repreſented by One to And 
ther ; ſo far an exact Skill in Languages is wort 
the Purſuit of a Wiſe Man: But to ſtop ther 
is only to acquire a Number of Inſignifica 
Sounds, of which no Uſe can be made, nor o 


Genius ever Improv d. 
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The Uſe therefore of Literature, is to inform 
e Mind, and come to the Knowledge of 
hings, by which the Benefit of Mankind, and 
ur own Felicity may be Promoted. And be- 
zuſe this Knowledge is not a Light ſtruck out 
t once, but a Gradual Improvement, collected 
y Obſervation and Reflection, by comparing the 
dea's of Things, and a Sight into their Conne- 
tion and Dependence, Subordination and Ser- 
jceableneſs One to Another: Variety of Rea- 
ing is neceſſary to Aſſiſt in fo large a View; 

nd Exhibits with Eaſe that which wou'd o- 
erwiſe be too great a Work for the Life of 
ne Man to accompliſh. Books ſhew Us the 
roſpe&t of the World Paſt, Preſent, and as far 
poſſible to Come: And a Learned Man con- 
ts em for this purpoſe, that He may direct 
is Action; for the End of All is Practice: 
he Diſcovery of uſeful Arts, which may be 
eneficial to Mankind, and the Conduct of his 
wn Mind; ſo as it may attain the Satisfactions 


Reaſonable Soul cannot but Deſire. | 
1 hus Learning and Judgment mutually Refreſh 

Ich Other. Nature is Aﬀiſted in her Conduct: 
t and Method make the Way to Virtue, and 


. Yo e proper Rewards of It, eaſy to be Found 
8 and certainly Poſſeſs d. The Reſult hereupon, 
aj on to Cultivate our own Genius by the moſt 
; cher <<able Studies, and ſuch as are proportion d to 
ical The Meer Scholar is made ſo by the Ill Choice 


the Perſon who is devoted to the Muſes: 
or every Capacity won't be wrought up to a 
ue Reliſh- of Learning, or any tolerable Per- 


d Miſ-ſpent Time, my a One will proye but 


ion in It; and after a deal of Uſeleſs Toil . 
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a Trifler in Latin and Greek ; who in His Mother 
Tongue might have Appear'd to Advantage, an 
been Succeſsful if He had never gone out 
his * | | 


LXXXVII 


"Tis III Jeſting with Edge 
Tools: we 


OR, 


115 that Affronts his I End ; in 
Jeſt, loſes him in Earneſt 


n E Literal Senſe of this firſt Proverb, is 

| Rule that by no means ſhou'd be flight 
in the Conduct of Life, Miſchiefs are ve 
Cheap; and that has been often done in ] 
that has been the Occaſion of a Severe Rept 
tance in Earneſt. It mayn't therefore be bel 
the Notice of the wiſeſt to Refle& on t 
good Advice, Never to touch Inſtruments 
Death without Neceflity and Caution. Het 
plays with a Penknife, a Sword, or a Gun; | 
no Excuſe for the Evil that happens by 
Sport: For to ſay He didn't mean It, or | 
cou dn't help It, encreaſe and heighten his F 
1y : For tho He that Kills his Friend, as for 
have done by this Ra and: Ridiculovs 7 
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all by this Plea fave himſelf from the Hang- 
an; yet it can't but give a Man the ſevereſt 
ings of Conſcience, that ſo much Miſchief was 
e Reſult of His Ridiculous Fooling. Tis im- 
offible to be too Cautious in the Uſe of theſe 
nſtruments: And if but one ſingle Life had 
n loſt by fooling with Edg'd Tools from the 
eginning of the World ; it ſhou'd be a Caution 
ot to play with em to the End of It. 


It 0 


But the Other Proverb opens a large Field of 
ſtruction. A Jeſt It-ſelf is an Edg'd Tool in 
; own Nature, and muſt be treated as ſuch : 
or nothing is more Ridiculous or Miſchievous, 
an a Humour of throwing em out at Random; 
; ſome- People do, without Reflecting whether 
ey are to Purpoſe, or may not be Injuri- 
s: And in this Caſe, the ſharper the Point 
f the Javelin, and the ſtronger It is Thrown, 
e deeper it wounds the Honour and Reputa- 
on of our Neighbour ; which is ſometimes 
ore Injur'd by a Jeſt, than it cou'd ha' been 
che moſt Serious Reflections upon Him: For 
e Wit ſerves to be a Vehicle to an Ill Report, 


: | reads a Miſrepreſentation, and makes it be Re- 
Repe id with a Guſto. A Jeſt keeps an Ill Story 
4 ve and in Countenance, and gives it a Rota- 


on, which without the Help of the Wit wou'd 
we immediately Expir'd with its own Malice 
Dulneſs. Now to throw out theſe at a Ven- 
Ire, without a ſelect Uſe and cautious Manage- 
nt, without conſidering the Miſchief may be 
ne; is equal to the Folly of Solomon's Madman, 
do throws about Arrows, Fire- brands, and Death, 
I's cries, Am I not in Sport? And beſides, a Jeſt 
a Dart of a peculiar Nature: It often don't 
e half ſo deep into Him tis flung at, as It 

| . does 


* 
by 


* / 
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does into the Arm that throws It: And thy 
People that are given up to this Humour, at ot 
time or other are fure to hit Themſelves, 
SEL a \ 35 | 34 * 1 3 
HFereupon, an exact Choice, both of the pet 
ſons we play a Jeſt upon, and of the Things 
take Liberty to be ſo Familiar with, ought alwy 
to be in mind: For tho a Friend in its moſt pe 
fect Notion can never be loſt by a Jeſt ; yet th 
major Part of every Man's Friends come ſho 
of this Perfection; and nothing ſooner preven 
or diſſolves common Friendſhips, than a Liber 
that you take to make em your Sport, Th 
Poets much admire Mr. Cottons Wit; who fe 
the ſake of two Couplets of Burleſque Ver 
diſoblig'd his Aunt, provok'd her to Cancel hi 
Will, and give away from him her Eſtate: B 
T believe no Man of Senſe can admire h 
Judgment: For tho". the Old Woman was, pe 
haps, Ill-naturd and Ugly enough; yet tu. 
III Manners and Ill Policy for Him to play upc 
Her for It: And thoſe few. Lines he was 
extremely tickl'd with, „„ 


: 
L 


And then there is a fair great Ruff, V 
Made of a pure and coſtly Stuff, 
To wear about her Highneſs Neck; 
Like Miſtreſs Cockaneys in the Peak: 


\ 


Were by no means worth the Two Hundred 1 
Year, tis ſaid he loſt by the Banter. The I ole 
and Pleaſure of the Satyr was much too de: 
bought: And while the Old Lady was Stun 
with a Nettle, the POET was Stab'd to the Hea 
To conclude, To be a Man of Wit is a plc: 
ſing Character; but to be a Jeſter,” Ridiculons 
The Deſign of a Jeſt is like a Glaſs of Win 
„ 
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| tho 
nee perpex'® Seudes ; and refreſh Converſe 
chen tis ready to fink. But a Man can no more 
live upon Wit, than upon Wine: Too much Li- 
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and of courſe Odious : It uſually waſts a Man's 
dock of Senſe and Judgment; and ſometimes, 
like Exceſſive Drinking, brings him into Quar- 
els, Poverty, and Diſgrace. N 


n 


— ii. 
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We muſt Live by the 
and not by the Dead. 


and Indecent. Death is a very Awful and 
olemn 'Thing, which ſhou'd never be ſpoken 
of in Jeſt: For a Man may play wich almoft 


there is a Reſpect particularly due to Mortality; 
and a natural Sorrou and Seriouſneſs upon the 
ſight of a Corps that can ſcarce be avoided : 
And therefore, to be ſo much unconcern'd as to 
Eng 4 - - - m_ 


o relieve the Mind, when tis Tir'd with cloſe 
ind perplex'd Studies; and refreſh Converſation , 


erty of Jeſting makes his Converſation Terrible, 


the Grave with the Dead, 
And them that Live to the 
the Quick, 
; HE - Expreſion of this Proverb Rong 


any thing fafer than his Latter-End. Befides, 5 


— 
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throw 2 dead Friend into his Grave, with an II treit 
Natur'd Proverb, is not * — of Rule, but In- Mid in 
humane and Unnatural. However there is anMofat 
unſeaſonable and exceſſive Grief, beſides the Hy.ndeec 
pocriſie of Mock-Mourners,. and the falſe Tearſclves. 
of a Young Heir, or a Longing Widow: In ei. Thou 
ther of theſe Caſes, the Proverb is a Juſt, tho{Mothe! 

not a very Genteel Reproof; and in all Caſe One, 
Moderate Aﬀections are beſt : It's more RationalWood 
to drop a Tear, or a Sigh, and take our Leave offfiycre 
- our Friends dead Body with Decorum, than tolfffng 2 

Bellow out Aloud, as the Wild Iriſh do over ng, 
Grave; as if we intended the Dead ſhou'd heart © 
us; as for the moſt Part theſe Loud Mourners in- 
tend, that the Living ſhou'd take Notice of em: 

For really very much of this kind of Sorrow is 
Counterfeit, a great part Childiſh and Effemi 
nate, and as little as can be of Sincere Trouble 
for a Departed Friend. 1 


3 25 


He 


| 


HhBaut in ſome Inſtances the leaſt Exceſs of Sor 
row is quite Ridiculous : As for Example, wher 

People Mourn and make Ado over the Happ 
Corps of an Old Man that has liv'd to Four-ſcore 
and Odd ! Now what ſhou'd be in the Fancy of 
any Body to move the Paſſions upon ſuch an Oc 
caſion, I can't imagine; for tis certain at that 
Age Death is the beſt Friend a Man has! De 
they think their Friends ſhou'd live for ever ? Ot 
is there ſo much Pleaſure in the ſhaking Heac 
and Childiſh Actions of very Old People, as that 
it ſhou'd be a great Affliction to ſee em Die in the 
_ Honourable Character of a Good Old Age, anc 
their Bodies at Reſt in the Grave as well 2 
their Acquaintance, from the peeviſh Imperti 
nence that ſeldom fails to accompany the In 
firmities of It? A Man that has-liv'd 95 thi 
WD. pe . 1 Etre 


I 


on Curious Proverbs. 249 


In Il tremity = Days, ſhou'd methinks, rather be 

it In. Mid in the Grave with a Solemn Pleaſure and Sa- 

is an ifaction than with Murmuring and Tears! And 
Hy- adeed in every Caſe, if we liv'd better our 
TearM:lves, we ſhou'd be better Reconcil'd to the 

n ei houghts of our Own Death by the Funerals of 


Others! And grieve more at our Unfitneſs for the 
One, than we do for the Other, This wou'd be a 
od Improvement of the Proverb ; and if it 
ere made, the brisk Widows that make this Say= _ 
ing an Excuſe for their fond purſuit of the Lir- 
ing, and neglect of the Dead, wou d be a little 

put of Countenance. | | 
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He ad will play with Cars muſt 
pod to be Scratch' d: 


on, 


Touch Pitch and Clo vl be De. 5 
|; Sora 


TE that ew Mean, Lewd and Wicked Can 

pany, don't only learn Ill Actions, but 
courts Ill Uſage ; for Rakes and Clowns know no 
bDiſtinction, but will either make You like Them 
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mour, not en Inclination or Deſign. Like 
nn if an * Man happens to _ a 
ace, 


ſelves, or treat you agreeable to their own Hu- 
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Place, and be Juſt to the Duties of It, the who » 
Court ſhall be as much Surpriz d, as the City i air 
at the appearance of a Comet: And if the Nen upo 

Comer iſn't to be Corrupted, He ſhall be ſure Md 1 
be turn d Out; for among Ill Men an ExamyfſW« v 
of Virtue is as Odious as the worſt Action among 5 
Men of Virtue and Honour. Thus there is Dan \ 
ger every Way in Ill Company, either we muff p 
be as Wicked as Themſelves, or be Abus'd fo i. 
Intruding upon their Society and Acquaintance or 
/*Tis true, the Laſt has leſs Danger than the Firſt I Hin 
for tis better to be Inſulted for the Folly of com that 
ing into Ill Company, than to be Polluted wil the 
the Infection of It. 5 Cor 
| To can 
- Hereupon a Man ſhou'd always look forward Ml 14 
and ſee who he offers His Friendſhip to; folfiff the 
*twill be too late to make the Reflection, when Tre 
we have either loſt our Virtue, or ſuffer d ti pos 
Abuſe. We muſt expect to be Laugh'd at whenhelo 
we complain of Injury from ſuch People; foi nor 
ve can never Juſtifie our being found among em: ſure 
And That that's worſe, is, we can't fo much the 
Comfort our ſelves in this Caſe ; for He that ha Mo! 
been Ill usd by Ill Company, can't forbear Re am. 
fleting upon Himſelf, and crying out, What Bu or t 
ſineſs had I there? What had 1 to do in th and 
Company of Scoundrels, who neither underſtood of t 


their own Character, nor Mine ? If a Gentlema 
will lay aſide his Sword and Drink with a Porter 
He . if occaſion be, Box with him too; and 
- He muſtnt Complain, if he happens to be un 
- mercifully Batter d, and taught more Prudence 
for the future, by the preſerit Smart, Shame an- 


 *Twas 
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hol *T'was not only a Smart Jeſt, but a very Inſtru- 


ty M aive One, that a Gentleman made upon himſelf 
NewMWupon ſuch an Occaſion; He had raſhly thruſt 


e . himſelf into a Mob, and receiv'd a Dangerous 
mp Wound on the Head; the Chirurgion in the 
aong , Search of it, told him he cou'd ſee his Brains: 

Dan No, ſays the Gentleman, I'm ſure that's im- 

mulM* poſſible, for if I had had any J had never been 
1 fo in this Scuffle. In ſhort, tis inexcuſable Folly 
anceMWfor any Man to fink his own Character by Sorting 
irlt WM Himſelf with People of Low Education; the beſt 
that can be expected, is to be Ill us d by em; far 

the Rabble take as much Pleaſure in putting a 

Courſe Trick upon their Betters, as any Man 
can do in the moſt Glorious and Honourable 
Action: If you ſtoop ta be Familiar with em, 

they'll uſe you as the Frogs did Jupiters Log, 

Tread upon you, and when you have once Ex- 

pos d and Lefſen'd your ſelf, they'll think yon 
below the Meaneſt of Themſelves: If any Infe- 
rior and Mean Thing be to be done,@liey'll be 
ſure to lay it on his Shoulders that has proſtituted 
the Character of Gentleman to Compliment the 
Mobb, and be the Companion of People that are 
almoſt Brutes. Now to turn Fool to pleaſe ſuch, 
or to lie at their Mercy » equally to be Abhorr'd, 
and He that reſolves to do neither, muſt keep out 


of their Company. 


NC. Many © 


cur'd the Intereſt of the Whole, and kept Dan- 


Many Relations, Few Friends. Nabe 


N Ature has laid a very Sacred and Happy of Ge 
| Obligation upon Mankind, by the Inſtitu- ment 
tion of the Relative Duties, which reſult ecicherMnvc! 
from Affinity or Blood; for as Solitude is an Ene. arty 
my to the Humane Nature which loves a Social ſor e 
Communicative Life: So the Natural Alliance che © 
between a Father, a Son, and a Brother ; and enſ 
ſo in proportion in all other Degrees; are de- in it 
ſign d to ſecure all the Satisfactions of Society to ne 
Us, by making the Intereſt of theſe Relations ve- And 
ry much the ſame; fixing a Mutual Dependance, of B 
and obliging to Mutual Aſſiſtance in the Order of wal 
our Life, and purſuit of each others Felicity, 
Thus Originally the peculiar Duties of This and 
the other Relation kept the Family United, Se- 


gers that might affect any Part of It at a Diſtance. 
But upon the Increaſe of Families which has come 
to be almoſt infinite, abundance of theſe pecu- 
liar Duties are ceas d in their Natural Obligation, 
and are become due to our Country, as our 
Common Political Parent: Tho' all certain De- 
grees of Blood or Marriage have till their parti. 
cular Obligation ; from whence a multitude of 
Benefits and Mutual Endearments reſult : For the 


Natural Principles of Love make em all a Sup- 


But 


port One to Another. 
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| But tho this be the Order and Obligation of 
Nature, tis unaccountably forgot in Practice. 
Voluntary Friendſhips are more firm and con- 
tant than thoſe that are Natural, and of courſe 
Neceſſary; and while the One Increaſe, the O- 
ther Decay, and ſeldom keep up their Original 
Force ; Perhaps one Reaſon may be, the Native 
pride of Mankind, who had rather ſatisfie them- 
ſelves in the Choice of Society, than be bound 
by the Inſtitution of Nature, tho! it be the Voice 


ment, and a Fond Self-Love ; and nothing has fo 
nuch cool'd'and interrupted the Exerciſe of Re- 


for each other ariſes, and is Govern'd only by 
the expectation we have of being an Heir: The 


in its room there ſprings up a narrow, flight and 
inconſtant Affection that is next to an Averſion ; 
And the Regard we us'd to have to the Diſtinctions 


mal Love which Nature taught Men to Culti- 
ticely Loſt. PHE 


Thus a Rich Man looks upon his Expecting 
ance, Kindred, as they that long for a ſight of his 
come Grave; and a Poor One upon a Rich Relation, 
pecu- Is One that ſtands between Him and Fortune. 
tion, I Hence Natural Love is poiſon'd by Avarice, and 


our among a Multitude of Relations, tis often im- 


1 De-Mpoflible to find a Friend. Upon this Reflection 


parti- N che Great Moraliſt concludes that there is a. 


de offi Friend that fticketh cloſer than 4 Brother! For a 


r the] Man may have occaſion to fly from the Injuries 
Sup- of the One, to the Arms and Protection of the 
| Other! Now this at once ſhews our Obligation 


* © 


* 
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of God. But this is the Effect of a vicious Judg- 2 
ative Affection as This: For when our Eſteem 
ſenſe of the Obligation of Nature is dropt, and 


of Blood and Affinity being once leſſen'd,that Mu- 


vate and Improve, Abates ; and in Time is in- | 


3 
4 n 
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5 pend too much upon that Friendſhip, that is no 
0 


= 


de the Original Quarrel, who ſhou'd have the 
© Caſe, was almoſt ready to give out, and loſ 


©. his Authority for ever! Now there was in the 


8 This, as in all ſuch. Caſes, renew'd the Fury of 
the Battle, and drew the Old Hen too into 


| ſelves. 


neither Meddle Hor Make. 


mong our beſt Collections. However, the Ori 
Sinal and Application of it are:þoth Diverting 


to Cultivate Natural Affections:; but not to de 
much founded upon Virtue as Blood, which! 


Y vitiated by People's Love to Them 


W 
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Ir.  Quittion whether chis be a prag 
1 cho''tis very much in Uſe, and is rank d a 


and Inſtructive. There happen d, it ſeems, a 
7c Scuffle between a good Man and his Wife, upon 


© Command ? It cou dn't, it ſeems, be determin' 
% without Blows, and to it they went with great 
ee Fury, till the Poor Man, as is many a One's 


* Family an Old Cock who was very much 
* a Gentleman, and ſeeing his Maſter a little 
* Over-macch'd ; like a true. Cavalier thought 
c himſelf oblig d in Honour to engage in De- 
< fence of the Prerogative ; and accordingly He 
© briskly ranges himſelf. on the Weaker-Side: 


ce the 


9 4 


— 


— 
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become 


© the Scrape; for, thought ſhe, it don't beco 
© a Gentlewoman of my Figure and Quality to 


* ſtand ſtill and ſee my dear Miſtreſs oppreſs d 
with Numbers : And thus Matters were brought 
to a Par, and Victory. ſtood hovering o're the 
Illuſtrious Combatants, not knowing to whom 
to give the Glory and Reward of the Conqueſt! 
© When the Good Dame being inſufferably pro- 
t yok'd at the Cocks Inſolence, as the call'd it, 
' flew like Lightning, and catching the Old Co- 
* lonel in her Arms, Vengeance take ye, you 


— . 


' Raſcal, ſays ſhe, T'll teach you to Spart at your 
Lady; and in a Moment twiſted off his Neck! 
Well, the Husband Bent upon Revenge of his 
Generous Second, and being now literally Hen- 
' peck'd, How now Mrs. Impudence, ſays he, to 
' the Poor Hen, What have you to do in this 
* Quarrel;; and catching Her at Diſadvantage, 
' gave her a Mortal Stretch, with which, alder | 
4 little Chattering, to ſhew her Good Will, 19 
Her Dame, ſhe expir'd.! Now all this while-the 
* Young Cock, fir d with the Noble Spirit of his 
Ance OrS, ; | ö 
Gills, and long' d to ſhare in the Engagement ;. 
but when he law his Sire and Lady Mothers 
Fate, he ſeaſonably ſtarted at the Danger, 


1 


' Wiſely walk d off, and ery d. 
Kay den Eil gener 


| Meddle 
Now this ſilly Story gave Riſe to the Proverb, 
f which we may make a very good Improve- 
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are provok d when they ſee little One's take par 


I. Its a Dangerous Thing to ingage in thoſ 
People's Quarrels that are too much above U; 
For where Confederates are not upon the Matte e d 
equal, the Weakeſt ſhall be ſure to go to the 
Wall, and be the firſt Deſtroy'd. Great Prince erve 


againſt them, and therefore reſolve firſt to ſtrile me 

them home, will be ſure to turn from their E uc! 

cat. khn they may Correct their Inferior; and 
tho' it may paſs for a Duty, as it was here in the His C 
Cock's Caſe, to aſſiſt his Maſter, yet it ſhall H, ru 
call'd Infolence ! Thus the Man and the Woman nd 1 
were eaſily an Over- match for the Cock an 
Hen, twas but letting go their Hold of -each 
ther, and either of em cou'd in a Moment tram Id! 
ple upon the Poor Aſſiſtants: And tho' the Princi het 
pals in the Quarrel may revenge the Death 0 
their Confederates, yet ſtill the Loſs is the Poor 
Auxiliaries who might have been Safe and Happy 
if they had kept out of the Quarrel. But, Mike 


II. The proper Time to engage on any Side lan 
ſhou'd be thought on. The Cock appears to ha idin; 
been a little too forward, and many a fine Gen ow f 
tleman has had His Head twiſted off by taking ble 
Side a little too ſoon. The Celebrated 500 
paſs'd a perpetual Law in Atbens, as a Rule in 
this Caſe, © Thar if a Civil War ſhou'd happen o b 
there ſhou'd- be no Neuters, but He that diqle ha 
© not enter into one Side or other, ſhou'd incuſirhem 
© ſomewhat like a Premunire ; for twas the For | 


& feiture of his Goods and Eſtate, as well as th III. 
_ © Baniſhment of his Perſon. Now this Law i 0 
incomparably Wile, for without Diſpure, it mulWlaiq ; 
be Wicked for any Man to live at Eaſe, and loo rince 
Unconcern'd upon the Ruin of his Country Mhey 
He that wou'd enjoy the Satisfactions of Society er e 


hose nd Aſſiſtance of his Neighbour, and never Ha- 
Us: ard himſelf for the Common Good, deſerves to 


e driven out of Humane Converſation; and 
ught to loſe that Life and Eſtate He wou d pre - 
rye by his Cowardice: For a Neuter in this 
iſe is a Fraytor, and ought to meet with the 
ime Treatment. But 1. tis eaſie to make too 


nuch haſte into 4 'F ion, and a Man may as 
yell kindle a Flame ahd deſtroy His own with 
js Countries Happineſs, by being too forward; 
; ruin either by his Timidity, or Love of Eaſ# 


For this: Reaſon He that ſtakes down his Life 
nd Fortunes, ſhou d firſt be ſure of his Bottom, 
whether the Cauſe be worth either, and the Ma- 
agers of It fit to be truſted. No Man can 
uſtifie running His Head againſt a Poſt, or bring- 
g It to the Mercy of thoſe that have Power to 
inke It off. Much ſuch a Game as this in the 
able has been Playing in Spain: But when one = 
an of Honour has been Hang'd to Day for 


idiog with King Charles, and Another to Mor- 
ow for his Reſpects to Philip : Tis but a reaſon- 
ble Caution to ask what Security either of em 
in give before a Third venture in their Quarrel. 
Man ſhou'd at leaſt know whether his own 
tro be able to Protect him, and that when 
e has gain d the Crown, He will not ruine 
Them that help'd Him to It. „„ 


III. It may happen that two great Men may 
all Out upon Deſign ; for there is often a CRIMP 
Maid in War, as well as at a Horſe Race. Great 
rinces ſet no Limits to their Deſire, and when 
hey have an Eye upon a fine Province, tis eafie 
or 'em to make a Mock-Quarrel and Court a' 
oF _ Neigh- 


as th 
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Neighbour's Aſſiſtance, on purpoſe, to Ruin Him, 
And when a Little Prince is Decoy d by either of 


ther! His Coun: 
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e PE VV Vaits . dead Folks 
'Shaes, may Go Tong: enough 
Bare Poor: 3 
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\ 'hile- the Gras Grons, 


Steed Starvrs. We L 1 wi 5 . 
Dyer Ne Expecation is a ſure Tor- = 
ture to the Mind, as well as often a vain 

pertinent Hope: It Robs a Man of the Plea- 

e of the Fruition of what He has, and if at 

it the wiſh'd-for Blefling be obtain d, It loſes at 

aſt one half of its Excellency, and takes; AWAY 8 

te Reliſh and Satisfaction of the Poſſeſſion: 
Then we have It, It appears leſs deſirable than 

did at a Diſtance; for too eager Hope, Jades 

nd Tires the Spirits: : As a Man that's Hungry, 
e longer he Faſts the more his Appetite abates 
at laſt he can't taſte that Food that before 
s extreamly deſirable. But if this don't hap- 

n, yet this kind of Dependance upon other 
cople” s Favour, Is extreamly Fooliſh, a multi- 

de of Chances are againſt the Expectant: For 

eſdes dat, a Man's own Death may — 

2 © %s "Os 


* 


L te 


— A. 
e 3 
F „ 


Him ſooner than his Rich Uncles; tis impoſſb 
to have much Certainty in Others Good Natur 
or even their Promiſes. Men are Fickle and Wat 

ton in their Affections, and ſhew It in nothin 
more than making their Will, in which they oſte 

Strike Out and Put In, more by Humour a 
Caprice, than Judgment or Affection; and ther, 
fore tis Ridiculous to loſe any Opportunity 

| providing for our Selves, and fecuring our oy 
Fortunes and Happineſs : Becauſe we look for 
Dead Man's Favour, and expect ſomewhat fro 

Him when He can keep it no longer 


This is Torturing our Selves with Hope, ar 
Starving at Preſent, to. Live Well for the Future 
and after all tis not only poſſible that we may 
_ difappointed, but the Examples of People wh 
have been Balk'd are ſo Numerous, that none bi 
à Lunatick wou'd make their Life uneaſie by D- 
pendance; or negle&t an Opportunity of bei 
Happy to Day in hope another Perſon wou 
make Him ſo to Morrow. A Wiſe Man by: 
Induſtrious Application, purſues that Good that 

in his Reach, and, looks to His own preſent Cot 
dition, endeavours to make It as Secure and Ha 
py as he can; and if any thing come from oth( 
People's Favour, tis ſo. much the more Satisl 
Rory, becaufe he did not greedily expect It, a 


gives him the greater Opportunity to make a rig 
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heard One Say So is half a 


hey Say is half a L ye. 


\ N Artificial Scandal ſtrikes deeper than a plain 

open Reproach ; It ſhews the Keenneſs of 
dle People's Malice that Uſe It, and with how 
pod a Will they endeavour to do Miſchief, and 
the ſame time diſcovers the Baſeneſs of their 


by ind: For when an III Perſon is afraid to own 
that: Abuſe, they put It into this Form, and They 


does not only cover the Lye, but draws in 
Innocent to give Countenance to It. This 
akes a Falſhood paſs under Authority, and that 
ich was Invented but this Minute look like a 
nfirm'd and Eſtabliſh'd Truth. It intimates 
ata Man's Acquaintance are agreed to believe 
of Him, and ſo ſtrikes his Reputation with 
greater Force, and makes the larger and more 
ing Wound. Now this ſhou'd- teach People to 
cautious. in the Uſe of ſuch general Expreſſi- 
; for a Story in this Form, Is very often at 
it half a Lye, and for the moſt part a whole 
e. A Story that comes to Hand in this Dreſs, 
ud always meet with Suſpicion ; for tis the 
left thing in the World W a Report, and 

| 83 tis 


262 era Es. 
tis a Reflection both upon our Prudence, and on 
Honour to take It up, and Hand about any Mar 
Name to his Prejudice: Beſides; It is almoſt ever 
Bodies Caſe to be ſo Us'd, and every Body equi 
ly Reſents It; and therefore He that by a Fooli 
Credulity, or a Love to'Tittle Tattle, contribute 
to this Humour, does that Injury to Anothe 
that He wou'd by no Means have done to Hin 
ſelf ; which at once is an Impeaching his Sen 
and his Honeſty : For a Man muſt be either ye 
Fooliſh, or very Spiteful, that takes Pleaſure i 
giving Countenance 'to ſuch Looſe and Gene: 
77 
But another Reaſon againſt this Way of D 
courſe, is the Danger of It; for he that Repo 


ought to be Accountable. If a Man, will Incl 

_ Hirnſelf ſo far as to be à Fool or a Kal 
Trumpęèt, He ought to produce Him, or ſuffert] P. 
Correction that the Author of the Story meriteſ I. t 
And thus a Man by this filly Chat may bien 


more Quarrels upon his Head, than bis Han 
will help him to Defend, or his Eſtate be able 
Satisfie. It can't be expected that any M 
who has a Senſe of Honour, will take Thy $ 
for Satisfaction, when his Name has been Blott 
by Knaves, and Expos d to all Mankind by Fo 
In a Word, He that has any Virtue, or Reput 
tion of his Own, ſhou'd Abhor this Mean W 
of Reproach, from a Senſe of his own Honol 
and the Regard that is due to Mankind ; 1 
hereupon ſhou'd avoid It always Himſelf, : 
diſcountenance It in every Body elſe. 
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YL: Job als you an ber f ill 
Never Forgive IN 


9 0 


dave a Thief from oſs FE 
and He al Cut your Throat. 


IN Traly ly, vg Uſs of; this Proves differs ex- 
treamly from its Original Deſign; for their 

| caning is, That He that does you One Injury, 

ll do you Another; and*therefore you ought 

never to Forgive Him. But tho this be agreeable 

o the Iralian Spirit of Revenge ; ; tis the moſt Im- 

vious and Miſchievous- Principle. in the” World. 
o be eaſie to Forgive, is a Glorious Virtue: KA 
an may be kind to a Friend upon a Proſpect of 
Urantage as well as Principles of Honour; but 

He that Forgives an Enemy, muſt do it from 

Pure Virtue; tis the Reſult of Good Nature, and 

in Inſtance of a Large and Noble Mind. On 

the other Hand, one act of Revenge lays 5 
Foundation of Another; and makes a Quarrel F 
ternal ; for tis next to Impoſſible to purſae-an T 
emy 10 exactly agrecable to the Rules of Ho- 
our, but we ſhall be apt to over do It; our 
73 will hurry-1 us beyond Bounds, and when 


84 ouf 


IV. 


our Enemy finds Himſelf Injur'd, in His Tum 
He'll think himſelf Intitl'd by this Principle to 
ſeek Satisfaction upon you with the ſame Pury 
you purſu'd Him: And thus Both become Irrecon. 
cilable.; the Enmity paſſes from Father to Son, 
and there is no End of Envy, Hatred and Ma- 
| lice, which are the Blackeſt Vices of Mankind, 


wilt 
naps | 
\ 990 
away 
ury, 
and V 
will b 


and che moſt to be Abhor dg. . 
But the true Deſign of this Proverb Is to points cit] 
at the Ingratitude and Baſeneſs of ſome People le 1 


who the more you Forgive em, increaſe in their 
Ill Nature, and look on you with an Evil Eye 
for ever after ! Somewhat. of this Reſults from 
the Reflections of their Conſcience, and a Senſe 
of their Guile, which if It does not bring em to 
True Repentance, turns into Malice and Rage; 
and they gnaſh their Teeth for Madneſs that yo 
found em Out tho' in Charity you did not Py 
miſn em! If they dont) repeat the Injury 

they hate you for having been ſo kind as to pak 
It By! Now this ſhews that the Principles of 
Villany are fix d in ſuch Men, and that the 
Love an Ill Action, and hereupon they ſeldom 
fail of doing Him Miſchief that took Pleaſure i 


becal 
Dr R. 
the 
ther 

nels, 
It m: 
ter b 


But there is another Sort who if they don't 
come up to this Degree of Ingratitude, do how: 
ever come under the Correction of the Proverb 
for being once oblig d, and having, as the 
think, made the moſt of a Friend; they become 
very Shy and don't care to come in Sight of Him 
Thus a Forgiven Debtor flies from the kind Cre 
ditor's Acquaintance, becauſe it puts him in Mint 
of his own Folly, and of the Wrong he has done 
his Neighbour : Sometimes this is the _ : 


2 on Curious Proverbs. - 
wilt and Baſeneſs together; At others, tho per- 


Turn 
le to aps this is but Rare tis the Reſult of a Fooliſh 
Fury Modeſty. But let the Cauſe be as it will, tis 


always Vicious; for He who Forgives a Real In- 
ury, is Intitl'd to Grateful Acknowledgments; 
and where there is a Senſe of the Benefit, there 
will be a Satisfadtion in the Perſon that Beftow'd 
t. But an Ill Man has quite other Thoughts; 
for if the Injury He has done be greater than He 
s either Able or Willing to give Satisfaction for, 
He preſently Hates the Party he has Wrong'd, 
becauſe He either fears He'll require Satisfaction 
x Revenge the Aﬀront : And the Thoughts of 
ther are very Troublefome. And indeed, whe- 
ther ſuch a Man expect Retaliation or Forgive- 
neſs, they are both Odious ; the former, becauſe 
It makes him Subject to his Enemy, and the Lat- 
ter becauſe It makes him Oblig'd to Him, To 
Conclude , the Application of this Proverb is 
ort: Firſt, That a Wiſe Man ought to be Cau- 
ious, that He that has done Him One Injury; 
may never have Power to do him Another: And 
in the Next Place, He that has taſted of any 
Man's good Nature, ought to keep up an Efteem 
and Reſpe& for Him, that He may give as much 
datisfaction as He can, and avoid the Baſe and 
Mean Reflection of Ingratitulde. 


. XCV. A Man's 
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poſſible to be ſo Eſteem d, If the Common Con! 
duct and Carriage of a Man's Perſon, Mien and 
Dreſs, be not ſuitable to the Nature of thoſe 
Virtues. He that has a Soft Mind, diſpos d to 
Love and Goodneſs, and a Grateful Complii- 
 fance ; can't avoid diſcovering It in the Exterior 

Part of his - Converſation ,, .tho' He ſhou'd be 
Cloath'd in Rags: And tis obſervable, that thoſe 
People, whoſe Religion is never to put off their 
Hat, have for the moſt Part a Severity on their 
Brow, and Moroſeneſs in their Conduct, not to 
be endur d. No Man loves a ſtiff, haughty Air, 
and if any Perſon has ſuch a Deportment by 


Nature, tis a Prejudice; and will leſſen Men's E- 


Neem of their Virtue ; for every One won't re- 
fle& upon the True Cauſe, or be Thoughtful e- 
nough to obſerve the Difference between the 

Voluntary Motion of a Man's Mind, and the Odd 
Appearance of his Body : And accordingly will 
paſs that for the Refult of Pride, that is only the 
Effect of the Rickets, or the Ill . a a 
£7 5 e - urie. 


wy 


Nurſe. Thus I have known ſome Men of the 
beſt Senſe and Temper Cenſur d for Haughity 
and Conceited, only for a ſtiff turn of the Head, 
which was not corrected in Childhood, but per- 
haps indulg'd'by a Fond Mother. 


Now, this ſhews how Odious a Proud Look is, 
when tis the Effect of Scorn, and a Supercilious 
Contempt of People we fondly think below Us: 
And recommends a Genteel and Courteous Moti- 
on of the Eye and Hand, and all the Actions of 
the Body, which will always be taken to be the 
Indication of the Mind. But yet in this there 
may be either an Exceſs or Defect. To carry 
wich all the Niceneſs of a Beaux, and live as it 
were upon Compliment; to wear out a Hat un- 
der a Man's Arm, and be always making Apolo- 
gies and forming Smiles to appear at once Gay 
and Obſequious ; Is Ridiculous! As ſome People 
take a great deal of Pains to be thought intire- 
ly skill'd in Ceremony; and the Effect is only to 
be . | Accompliſh'd Fools: For 
real Pride, and ſeeming Humility, tho' manag'd- 
with never ſo much Art, ſome how or ather diſco- 
ver themſelves, and expoſe the Practitioner to the 
Indignation and Contempt of the Company he 
wou'd be admird by! And thus too, a Low, Faw- 
ning Method of Addreſs, which is nothing but 
the exactneſs of Cringe; Is a Sign of Baſeneſs, 
and ,at once ſhews that the Operator is but a 
Mountebank, and wou'd impoſe Coupe and*Nau- 
ſeous Flattery upon his Audience, in the room of 
real Virtue ; and both theſe fort of People raiſe 
Laughter and Choler at Once: For as a Man of 
Senſe can't forbear a Smile at the Silly Actions of 
an Ape, ſo He can't help Reſenting It, that ſo 
Ridiculous a Creature ſhou'd pretend to be a 2 5 
„ 5 an 


ry much Inferior or Superior to the reſt of the 
World. In a Low Condition, it Conciliates E. 


Converſation of the Rich. And in the higheſt 
Character, this Complaiſance has a very great 


want their Aſſiſtance, and often find em a Screen 
to preſerve Him from the Deſigns of them that 


dcqm nor Greatneſs of Mind, and yet thought It 


with His Hat in His Hand. This was thought a 
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and ſet up, as Fops generally do, to be the Fx. 
amples of Good Carriage, Senſe and Breeding in 
the World. | „ = Te ee F bal 


Now the Proverb muſt be ſuppos'd to intend x 
Mean: To avoid Foppery and Baſeneſs, Inſolence 
and Haughty Stiffneſs, and to carry with a Mo. 
deſt Grandeur and Sober Familiarity with Man. 
kind, Is a Virtue that recommends Men One 
to Another ; but: eſpecially thoſe that are ve. 


ſteem from them that are above Us; for it ſhew 
that we know our Diſtance ; and as nothing 
is more Odious than a Beggar's Pride, ſo a Mo- 
deſt Carriage in a Poor Man makes him to be E- 
ſteem'd worthy the Favour and ſome Degree of 


Uſe; a Great Man that condeſcends to this Affa- 
ble Converſation with his Tenants, ſhall never 


y 


are Superior to Himſelf. 


* 


The firſt Prince of Orange neither wanted Wil- 


no Reflection upon either, to Court the Populace 


little too Mean for a Perſon of ſo IIluſtrious a ble. 


Character; but when ſome Men of Honour told I dit 
Him fo, He reply'd with a Smile, A Princes W Afi 


© Happineſs conſiſts in the Affections of the Peo- felt 


_ © ple, and He has a good Bargain that can Pur- I Sig 


% chaſe em at the Trifling Expence of pulling fee 


e off his Cap. The Reflection was certainly juſt, Iſl C 


and if that Great King, the laſt Branch of his Il- 


uſtrious Family, had a little more cultivated this 


Humour, *ewou'd have eas d Him of ſome Thorns 
nin His Crown; For the Haughbty Air of Fance, or 
diff Gravity of Spain, are equally diſagreeable to 


the Engliſu Nation, to whom the Hand and Hat 
dz Hof the Prince are a greater Satisfaction than a 
ce BW Good Law, or the Releaſe of a Tax. A Sea- 
6. WM ſonable Compliment is like a Soft Reply, both 
an- WPrevents and Turns away Anger, Reconciles: an 


ne WW Enemy and Obliges a Friend. 
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ei Like Blood, Like Good, and 
ll HI 
lake the Happieſt Marriage. 


s Infinite Wiſdom muſt be ſuppos d to have 


il. conſulted the Happineſs of Mankind, in 
It I che Original Inſtitution of Marriage ; ſo it ap- 
ace Wears by the Choice of the Perſon given to be the 

t 2 Companion and Partner of His Felicity and Trou- 
a bles. Similitude of Nature, and Equality of Con- 
0 


dition, were Natural Engagements to Mutual - 
Affection; from whence the Firſt- Happy Pair 
c0- felt Inexpreſſible Pleaſure and Satisfaction at Firſt 
ur- Sight. For This Diſpoſition of God appears per- 
ing fectly agreeable: to Reaſon, Is conſented to by 
uft, W Cuſtom, and our Proverb Is the Uniyerſal Senti- 


225 Av 3 
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ment of Mankind: Tliat an agreeable Mixture g 
Years: Blood and Condition, beſt ſecure th 
Bleflings of chis Social Liſe, and anſwer all th 
the Ends of It. The Moral Diſpoſition of the 
Mind is very much Form d, Govern'd, and key; 
in Order by It; for if there happen any Diſagree. 
ment in theſe, It produces Diſſike, gradually cook 
our Affections, and often inoreaſeès to a Degree 

of Averſion, that deſtroys all the Satisfactions of: 
: Marry'd Life. in $ en 7655 enn 


Thus a very great Difference in Age, often 
makes a Change in Affection: There is ſomewhat 
of this the Effect of pure Nature; for there 
can be no Communion between Fire and Ice, 
The Charms of Youth, and the cold Embrace; 
and Infirmities of Age, are never to be Recon- 
_ eild. A Loung Man who has very ſtrong Vir 
tue, may perhaps keep up to ſome Rules of De- 
corum, and approach His Oid Wife as if ſhe were 
His Mother : But this can never produce Happi- 
neſs ; che moſt Virtuous Woman in the World 
can't help obſerving, that ſuch a Carriage looks 
as if he deſir d to ſee Her laid in her Grave, ra. 
ther than His Bed. And beſides, a Woman without 
any Reflection upon her Modeſty may at the Laſt 
Age defire to be Lov'd as well as Reſpected; and 
. when She finds it otherwiſe, can't forbear Reſent- 
ment, which of Courſe draws on Shyneſs and per- 
petual Quarrels, and Old . 8 and Young Cox. 
comb are the Compliments they give each Other, 
inftead of the Tender and Indearing Expreflions 
of Love! The Caſe is much the Faw ik the 
other Sex happen to be III Match d, and a fine 
young Lady be thrown into the Arms of an Old 
Decrepid Husband! Here the Temptations are 


Many, and there are always Ill Men Fnough to 
ot. - . | | m- 


mprove the difference for their own Pleaſure + 


10 ealouſie in the One, and Regret and Vexation 
ta the Other, either opens a Door to Diſhonour 
the och; or if the Woman's Virtue be Vigorous e. 
ny ough to preſerve. Her from ſo Mean and Baſe 
re n Action: Net tis. almoſt impoſſible, but theſe 
ooh ofions ſhou'd be a continual Vexation and Tor- 


nent to em! But where the Couple are upon a 


1 bar, and bave their Bloom and Decay near toge- 
er, there can be no room for Contempt, and u- 


ally there is a Briskneſs of Affection to the End. 


== As to Blood, if it be ſimply conſider'd, it muſt. 


e on d there is little in It; For in Marriage, 
ature ſuppoſes. an Equality, tho Cuſtom may 
ze made a Diſtinction: But then it muſt be ob- 
Vd, that Cuſtom is a Second Nature, and has 
ith Time alter d fome Notions of Things! The 
umour of a Kings Marrying a Shepherdeſs is 
ut. of Doors, and that Blood that is naturally 
be ſame, is rated Superior or Inferior according 
o Efteem and Appearance in the World! f 
e add to this, That thoſe People who are now. 
ook d on to be of a Mean Birth, are alſo of a 


„ ka- TIS ON | 
thou lean Education, and very rarely of any Superior 
Lat itue; That where the Difference in this Reſpect 

; and Freat: tis apt tö beget Contempt in the One, 


nd Inſolencè in the Other: It gives Weight t 
e Inſtruction of the Proverb. Where Peo-⸗ 


ch e Marry who are much below each other in 
Jiher onion Eſtimation, Tis 4 Temptation to One 
on Tother, to think themſelves Deſpis d, or to 
if thelnlult upon every little Provocation : And here- 
a fneldon this ought to be conſider d, and a Wiſe Man 
1 Ou d be ſure to Match into an Honeſt Stock, 
s arelet much Inferior to or Above Himſelf : For tho 
gh to dere ſhou'd be the Ballance of a good Fortune, 
Im- : 1 Yes. 


* Moral Eſſh  » 
et from a Woman that values Her ſelf upon Her 
amily, the Uneaſineſs will be more than Her 
Money is worth; And Vice verſa, The ſame Cay. 
tion is to be taken by a Woman, for uſually: 
Husband that has Marry'd below Himſelf, think 


2 


He has a Right to be a Tyrant. 


Tis the ſame thing with reſpe to the Equaliy 
of Fortune. Nothing can be more falſe than the 
Notion of moſt Men, that a great Portion is the 
Summum Bonum of Marriage. A Man of FLenſe 
wou'd never engage with a great Fortune, unleſ 
He were ſure his Miſtreſs Pad a great ſhare of 
Virtue, and He might be Maſter of the Eſtate 
For a Man had better get his Bread almoſt any 
Way than be a Penſioner to a Rich Woman. Tis a 
moſt Impoflible for Her to forbear being Haught 
and Inſolent; for if a Woman be but Keeper o 
your Purſe, ſhe'll look on it as a Mark of you 
Subjection; and if She hold it as Her Own 
ſcarce ever fail treating you like a Servant. 1 
ſhort, more Felicity is naturally to be expetei 
from a Fortune. you can Command without being 
told it was brought to you; than from one tt 
which you muſt. ſtoop ; or a Woman that wil 
think you oblig d to Her for your Bread. With 
out doubt, tis better for a Woman to Marry a 
bove Her ſelf, than a Man; for then if ſhe has 2 
ny Virtue, ſhe'll. think Her ſelf Happy in Submil 
fion ; But in both a due proportion, all Cir 
cumſtances confider'd, is the Happieſt Condition 

= Wed. V mt, ĩ 
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\ Wiſe Man will Save Himſelf 
to Day for to Morrow. _ 
JOliticians uſe this Proverb by way of Salro 


for their Honour, and when they have 
d chemſelves by ſome baſe Compliance, They 

op this Sentence upon the World, to avoid the 
enſure of their Mean and Diſhonourable Acti- 

n. Thus Cowardice is varniſh'd with this Pre- 

ence, that they only ſav'd themſelves for Better 
imes ! But yet a Man ought not to be Prodigal 

f his Life, and throw it away upon a meer Point 

f Honour ; indeed where He. muſt Die or 

x a Villain, tis the effect of a Low and Ab- 

:& Mind, to Court Life It ſelf before a good 
onſcience and the Proſpect of Immortality ; | 

br when things are come to this Point, every 

Man's Time is come, and He ſhou'd no more: 

deſire to Live when his Conſcience and Honour 

muſt be loſt for ever! In other Caſes, tis a Point 

of Wiſdom to reſerve our ſelves Retire. out of 

preſent Danger, wait a Happy Opportunity. to 

appear for our Country's Defence, and reſtore 

is Security and Happineſs, which may be thrown 

away by a raſh venturing our ſelves to Day, and 

be preſery'd by a Wiſe Caution and Delay till to 

Morrow. The Critical Diſtinction of this kind 

f Action, when to Puſh Forward or Retreat, de- 
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Shame, Poverty and Torture, are the Reaſons 


Tkoubles of to Day that we may enjoy the Fel 
; 55 of to Morrow; for nothing ought to appe? 


box kite Better; and after all, if the expeded 
Fidel never dome, theres more Satisfaction 


pra E. 
pends upon the preſent condition of the Cauſe, 1 
for which no Rules can be preſcrib'd before. e, 


hand”; therefore i this Caſe, wliile Man aq; N at 


with Caution, he ſhou'd at the ſame time endez. Its ( 
vour to fortifie his Reſolution to meet the Work, 


neither deſpiſe Life, nor be afraid of Death! We of I 
ſhou'd neither be too fond of the One, nor tempt 


PR 
* P ad. : 
” » © £ 
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But I take it that this Saying points upon Self 
Murder, which is either the Reſult of Madneſ, 
Falſe Qpinion, or. Inexpreſſible Malice to God; in 


the firſt Caſe it deſerves Pity, in the other Py 
niſhment : But it becomes us to leave the Natun 
of it ta our Great Judge | However, thè falſe No. 
tion of Bravery muſt þe'expos'd, for tis Ridicy- 
lous 9 50 and Cowardice, and ſo far from being 
the Effect of Wiſdom and Courage, that it ſheus 


5 Wetknek and Lownes of Mind : To ani 


urg d ro juſtifie ſo naccountable an Action; 
but, tis certainly an Argument of Fear to ſink 
under Affliction, and Hare Life becauſe we have 
fall d in the Conduct of It. A Great Mind look 
upon Miſery as the Reſult of Providetice in the 

der and Diſtribution of Things, and either 
ooks up to Heaven for Deliyerance, or Iubmits to 
che Ireverfble Order of Gad: But eo geſpile Lie 
15 as much as to fay We don't know how to uſe l., 
and ro deſpair of Recoyery,' argues a Mean Opi 
tion both of God and our felves ! And therefor 
the Advice of the Proverb is to bear up under the 


fo Bad, but that there is room e a Change 
xpected Hap 


4 


in 
the 
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the Hopes of It, than can poſſibly be in Deſpair, 
Nature forbids the Violation of our own Life: by 
ics Original Principles, which all eoncur in the 
Conſervation of Self, and all the Notions we hayes 
of Divine Authority, 0 that tis an Offence 
to God. Both the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
appear in the Giving and Preſerving our Life, and 
therefore it muſt be Inſolence in any Man to De- 


* 


ſpiſe and Deſtroy It. 
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Dog, ſhall have nothing left 
Him but the String 


Benefit unask d is rarely eſteetm d a Kind- 
neſs, and very often taken for an Affront 


x 


oo 


& 


moſt People are too Proud to be thought to ſtand 


in need of a Favour, and therefore if you wou d 


impoſe your Friendſhip, conclude. you think they | 
are in Want, which is never a pleahng Reflection, 
but rather look d on as 4 bs ury, In the Caſs 
ſuppos d in the Proverb, the Dog makes no Aer 


knowledgments, , tho he was kept out of Cour- 


teſie, but runs away from the Hand that fed him, 
and the Maſter reſents It as an Injury that his 
Darling Cur has been kept from Him. Thus he 
that meddles with another Man's. Affair has ne 
Thanks for his Pains, even tho he has done him 
11 0 a Kind- 


5 
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4 Kindnefs. This is plain Ingratitude; but then 
it ſnou d teach us to look about before we he. 
ſtow a Benefit, or make a Tender of Service to 


People who make ſuch Returns of lt. 5 
r e ou 
8 | riag 

8 ln ee eo Or Oren 04D. 
6 427 gonadal 5d Bf a1 then 
r Foll 

—_ oss 
8 1 Hur 
Never Reckon your Chickengſſſi: 
before they are Hatch'd : T 

| „„ . the 
Don't Sell the Bear's Skin before f fir 
ron CT SS fin + of 
you have Catchd the Bear. Wo i 
| Con People are extremely apt to feed then- ! bee 
ſelves with Promiſes of their own making, i 
who wou d be very angry if they ſhou'd be b er 
impos't upon by Ochers. But a Cher of cu f. 
own don't appear ſo to us, becauſe every Man . 
is fond of his own Thoughts, and depends upoalſſ fla 
his own Projects. But he that Dreams in thi Fa 
manner of Mountains, often finds a Mole- hilf p. 
when he Wakes, and then the fancy d Pleaſure is 7 
more than Reveng'd by the vexation of the Di-. 5" 
appointment; as when we fancy we have a Ste ing 


more to go up, the Foot falls down with ſuch a: 
Force that ſomerimes breaks the Leg; ſo the Di- . 
appointment of our ſtrong Imaginations ſome- gen 
times turns our Head about, and we never reco - 
ver the Surpriſe. Beſides, they that are fo foolifh 

I 1 e 


os 
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to let their Affairs depend upon ſuch prec 
Hopes, as they have unreaſonably pleas'd them- 
romis'd other Men Pay- 
their Deſign, lay a ſure 
Foundation of their own Ruin upon the Miſcar- 
riage ; for 'twill be thought by every Body to be 
a Deſign laid to draw em In to give Credit, and 
then defeat em of the Payment. In this Caſe, 
Folly will be no Excuſe, for the Creditor's real 
Loſs provokes His Spleen, and He'll be ſure in that 
Humour to think the worſt he can of him that 
He has Loſt by, and therefore thinks 
der no Obligation to ſhew Mercy. 


ſelves with, and. have 
ment on the Succeſs o 


himſelf un- 


But if none of theſe Accidents ſhou'd happen, 
the Folly of the Thing ought to be a Preſerva- 
tive againſt It; for tho a Man can purſue no- 
thing Great and Advantagious without ſome 
Hopes, yet tis the Fooliſheſt Thing in the World 
to be too Sanguine. - Sobriety and Moderation in 
irtues, that are their own Reward; 
keep a Man's Conduct to Order and Regularity , 
which an Elated Mind can ſeldom preſerve ;; 
for very forward Hope leſſens the neceſſary 
Care, and Increaſes the Pain and Diſcredit a 
Man finds upon a Rebuff. 
Man ſhou'd always be Cautious of promiſing 
himſelf too much; for in all Actions never 
rſu'd, there is room for 
„cut us ſhort in our De- 


this Caſe, are 


In fine, a good 


ſo well form'd and p 
Providence to. 


gn, and blaſt our Expectation in a Minute; 
and in this Caſe, Conſcience will be a ſevere Mo- 
mitor, and convince us that too much Pleaſure 

; argues, at leaſt; 
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of any Buſineſs is te know the Critical Sea. 
Fon of Action. As in Angling, he that Strikes 

The too ſoon, or Plays too long, loſes his Game and 

His Patience together; ſo tis in every thing in 

the World, there is a Time, which if it be Anti. 

4 | "cipated or Neglected, is impoſſible to recover; 
= dur Deſign mult be alter d or thrown off, or 'twil 
= turn to'as much Miſchief as we look'd for Profi. 
= Good Marks-Men ſay, that the firſt Aim is alway 
=_ - the beſt; but it won't univerſally hold, and in 
deed tis impoſſible to preſcribe exact Rules tc 
know this Lucky Minute: But this very Refledi 
on ſhou'd teach us Application and Diligence 
there muſt be no Neglect, but He that has Buff 
neſs to do, ought to keep his Eye upon his Point 
and obſerve every Step. There muſt too be ſom: 
Foreſight and Judgment of the Event, which i 
to be had by a true ballancing the Circumſtances 
vf any Affair, che Intereſt's to be'Iniprov'd, and 
Perſons to be Imploy'd in the Cotiduct of It 
Nothing muſt be deſpis d as a Trifle, for ſome 
 *times Improbable Things come to be of great 
%%%; ᷑ 94 IE » 5 TY . Account 
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HE very niceſt Part of the Management be | 


on Curia Proharbs. ano 
Account, and that we moſt confide in, proves 
Ulcleſs, Sr. even Injurious. 3 


hes Lads „ 2 Wy." Box des Rwy 


cart | 


The only General Rule is, to drive that Nail 
that will go, and — pry an Impediment, 
or change the Method of our Conduct, ſo that 
even Oppoſition may ſerve our Purpoſe, or thoſe 
char Manage it may. be Softneds There is a. Tine 
when an Enemy will admit of Addreſs, and be in- 
clin d to abate lis Oppoſitian; and even a Friend 
if he be ſuffer d to cool will find a way to form 
an Excuſe, and avoid a>Promiſe of Aſſiſtance. 
But a . know the very Moment " - the 
Caprice af other People! In a-word, be ſureto 
be Mader f ok n Denen,; chuſs cke beſt | 
Method to manage It, never give occaſion. to re- 
fet upon your ſelf for Temerity or Negligence, 
adviſe, with the Wiſeſt Friend you have, and 
commend your ſelf to the Dſtection of” that 
Power, on Which all Mankind Depend, and let 
the Reſult be as it will, You'll meet with Pleafus 
and Satisfaction in your ] Mine. 
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"Tis good to have »a Michael 
maſs-Groat at Eafter, 
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ood to take Care for 
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HE firſt Proverb. is Vulgar and Peculiar to 
1 Watermen, whoſe Buſineſs js brisk only in 
the Summer, and therefore uſe this Saying b 
way of Reproof to Ill Husbands, who ſpend ſo 
faſt in the Summer as to Starve in a Hard- Froſ. OEC 
Put em both together they are Equivalent to that|Mudes 
of Solomon, Go to the Ant thou Sluggard, conſider be Grea 
Ways and be Wiſe | A very Solemn Inſtruction of U-WMlous | 
niverſal Uſe, and ſhou'd be Notic'd by ever nen 
Body. The occaſion of moſt People's Poverty isMubſi 
either Sloth or Extravagance ; ſome are never Han 
Maſter of a Shilling becauſe they won't ſtoop to 
take it up; Others take Pains to be Poor, get 
Money and then throw'it over their Head! Now 
theſe Proverbs point us to the two oppoſite Vir- 
tues, Diligence and Frugality , the One makes a 


Man Rich, the Other Preſerves and Increaſes the l. 
Stock, and both are of abſolute Neceſſity, in or- chu 


der to a Comfortable Life; for tis impoſſible to 
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ke a Fortune by Idleneſs, or preſerve it with- 
ut Care, and a Sober Menage of our Expence. 
he Riches of the Indies may be ſpent, if People 
Indulge to the Full, and there be no Limits ſer to 
ur Appetites, nor Care of the Management of 

an Eſtate. %%% hs 


EE, 


There is a Common Miſtake too in our Opini- 

on of this Vice, and the Appearance of Virtue, 
hich is Vice dreſsd up in a fair Character im- 
poſes it ſelf on Us. Thus the moſt think 9 
xceſs but open Riot with the Bottle, a Miſtreſs 
and Gaming; but tho' theſe are the moſt Com- 
mon and Notorious Extravagancies, yet there are 
others that don't make ſo much Noiſe, nor bear 
ſo Ill a Name, which however bring as certain 
Ruin; and a Secret Inſenſible way of Expence, 
creeps like a Canker. The Table and Dreſs re- 


el. 


r toquire Regulation, and a Gay Humour of appear- 
in ing Genteel without Thought, and a true Eſti- 


mate of what they can Afford, Undoes many, 
who in common Judgment paſs for very Prudent 
roſt WOEconomiſts. Among the Middle Sort, Multi- 
that tudes Eat out their own Heads, and by looking 
r ber Great malle themſelyes Mean, Little and Ridicu- 
f U-WWlous ! The Humour of making Viſits, Entertain- 
very ments, and taking the Air, among People whoſe 
y ö ubſiſtence depends upon the Shop and their 
ever Hands, is like a Secret, but not a ſlow Poiſon. 
p to ldleneſs is call'd Diverſion, and Luxury Living 
gee well; but for the moſt Part tis but a ſhort Plea- 
NowWlure, and ends in deep Miſery. To prevent 
Vir: which , ſome Rules ought to be ſtrictly obſery'd. 


the 1. Love to be Imploy d. Every Man ought to 
or-Mchuſe ſome Buſineſs; for if Nothing be gain d, 
le ta Some what is preſery d, becauſe the Provocations 

1 15 5 LY | a | : ed; EY to - 


5 f 


4% oy” 
to Exceſs are" avoided” by It. Temperance 33 
Moderation ſit eaſie upon à Man that has fom 
What to do, and to be Sober and Virtuous to: 
vdid Luxury and Exceſs, becomes in Time to 
oled on, not to be ſo much a Mortification 

Pleaſure; and thus Toil and Care becomes Grat 
ful as well as Profitable ; the Benefit increaſes th 
Delight, and che Labour gives a Reliſn to our) 
Verſions, which being more Rare, make th 
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enlale pin orgs: and leave a more laſtin 


II. He who has but a Groat a Day ought « 
tive within It. To fpend to the utmoſt Extey 
| of a Man's Income, 1s the Beginning of Extrava 
= gance, and very ſeldom ſtops till it comes to 
. remarkable Exceſs ! There is indeed an unluc 
Proverb that is often cited on ſuch Occaſions, 


1 


But tis intirely miſapply'd to countenance 
Prodigal Expence ; for He that n thy 
He can afford to Day, in hopes to FEcover it t 
Morrow, runs a Hazard he can't account fo 
He may be ſaid to Sacrifice to Chance, or Fo 
tune, but he Affronts Providence! And this 1 

aà very ſignificant Diſtinction; for to depend o 
Fortune, is to expect in oppoſition” to Reaſon 
But Providence has never encourag d any Ma 
to expect Felicity, but in a Rational Impront 
ment of the Opportunities He has for the obtai 
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III. Our Table Dreſs and Diverſions ſhou'd | 
" govern'd more by a Regard to our Health thi 
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oner Tir d with Recreations than Buſineſs. , Po 

ky long is really a Toll, and our Health is more 

inr'd by delicate Food and Sloth, than a ſtrict 

ne, and the ordinary Labours of Life. In ſhort, | 
zture is a ſure Guide, if ſhe be not betray d b 
ritiated Mind. She Rewards Induſtry and So- 

ety with Riches and Honour; he that keeps up 
Her Rules, ſhall poſſeſs the World in a Cot- 
ve, and be Courted by a Multitude of Friends 
ecauſe he don't need em! e 129 bas 
ght tt 
Exten 
ctrara 
5 to 
nlack 
ns, 
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Neceſſity never Slights a Friend. 


Tc is inexcuſable in every Body, but 
in the Poor tiſn't to be Iadur d! In this Vice 
there is a Mixture of Pride as well as Baſeneſe, 
and People often Quarrel with a Friend fora 
Trifle, tho' they are oblig'd to Him for their 
bread ! Now, tis this Folly our Proverb Reproves ; 
lor the Meaning is, He who receives Favour 
fou'd never break with Him that Beſtows It! 
d is true, the greateſt Benefits can never tie Us 
th thalito approve a Friends Miſtake, or Concur with 
leaf l e .__ 
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284  _.: Moral Efſos 
Him in an Ill Action; but twill in many Cat 
oblige to Silence, and in all rather to Repro 

than \ Inſult Him. On Suppoſition our Indign, 
tion be Juſt, and we have had too much Pros 
cation, yet tis neither Prudence nor Good N. 
ture to expreſs our Reſentment ; not the Firſt, . 
caufe tis againſt our Intereſt, and may loſe I 
Eſteem for the Future; nor the Laſt, becauſe on 
Kindneſs ſhou'd Over-ballance many little Inj 
ries. *Tis Natural for them that Give, to expe 
ſome peculiar Reſpe& from them that Receing 
and 'tis much better to bear a little of this Prid 
in a Real Friend, than loſe a Benefit on an In! 
ginary Point of Honour. 


And beſides, there is ſomewhat of Inſolencei 
not Submitting thus; for tis treating a Benefado 
after the Humour of the Spaniſh Troopers, who Be 
with their Hat in One Hand, and Piſtol Cock 
jn the Other; they are too Proud to be thoug 
to need your Charity, and wou'd rather paſs un 
der the Character of Rogue than Beggar! Thu 
| ſome People do by their Friends, Scorn their Ad 
monition, and at the ſame Time they recein 
our Aſſiſtance, Huff you for ſo much as taking 
Notice of their Follies. One wou'd think ſuc 
Sort of People were not ſenſible of their Want 
for Poverty ſhou'd always make. a Man Mode 
and Humble; bat He that can't be more ſenibl 
of a great Favour than a little Affront, is unwor 
thy of the One, and expoſes himſelf to the 0 
ther. . . b ee PT 
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ſo Man is Born a Maſter of 
A ©: * 1 


EN of Letters are often ſubjed to a little 
Affectation, and Inſult and Deſpiſe the 
atural Improvements of Others, becauſe they 
ont ſpeak ſo Correct, nor act with ſo Exact 
ecorum as the Men of Education pretend to; 
nd this Proverb is deſign'd to check this little 
ride which is moſt prevalent on the Mind of a 
ter Scholar, Who flights Natural Ingenuity be- 
zuſe himſelf is a Pedant. But nothing is more 
ommon than for theſe Volatile Gentlemen to 
ch a Tartar, and be prick d by a Hob-nail; a 
ik Repartee of a Clown ſhoots em Through 
nd Through, and the Reflection of being Out- 
ot in their own Bow, ſits ſo much the more un- 
ie on em, becauſe they Provok d, and were 
ſodell Ported by a Contemptible Enemy: And this is 
ni”. Juſt, for tis indecent to Reflect upon anß 
nwo lan's Ignorance that can't help It, and Severe to 
he oF-p<& more Learning from any than they have 
Nad Opportunity to attain ; for Nature can't be 
ed, we are not Born Learned, nor is it eaſily 
fus d. And at the ſame time this intimates the - 
i eceſſity of Education; for Nature with all the 
II. Mrskneſs of Her Wit, and Strength of Genius, 
Needs a little Cultivation to make a Wiſe Man; 
nd he that refuſes to be Taught will be propor- 
„„ 1 tionably 
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| donibly Ignorant ; as the Beſt Soil does 5 
bring ſo Clean, nor ſo Excellent a Crop withy 


Culture, as That that is Manur d. 
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2 He that | Repents, either Wa 


or Is, a Fool. 
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O Wife Man Repents of a good Action, an 

[NHFe's a Fool that Commits an III One 

_ fo that to ſay, I wiſh This, and That, and To 

ther Undone, ſhews either our preſent Folly, 

= - our Paſt. Now this Naturally Inftruds us to lod 

= to our Actions, weigh the Conſequence of e 

D Before-hand, and keep all our Conduct under th 

Rules of Juſtice, Honour and Virtue ; for thi 

the Beſt Thing a Man can do, next to preſervin 

his Innocence, is to Repent of his Sins, and H 

that Repents of his paſt Follies begins to be Wil: 

Yet he's the Wiſeſt Man that avoids the Occaſo 

bf Repentrance as much as poſſible; for tiſnt 

Virtue in it ſelf, but becomes ſo by our multiply 

Follies. * However, tis impoſſible to keep ſo et 

j : _- aatyy up to Rules in the Menage of our Mor 

Actions, but Repentance will always be our Dut) 

 - * and therefore, tho tis ſome Reflection upon U 

3 yet 155 one of the Wiſeſt Actions of our Lil 
Ale tha 
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Tie that Obſtinately refules to Repent of au! 
Aon, is rwice a Fool, once when He comm 
edt, and now when He iſn t ſenſible. of It : 6 
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But there is a Sort of Repentance that is a Vice, 
nd is rather Ridiculous Murmuring and Diſcon- 
nt than Sorrow for our Follies ; and this the 
roverb ſtrikes at. Abundance” of People are 
ihing every Day, Oh if I had done That, and 
mitted This, I had got this Benefit, and avoid- 
d other Loſs ! And this is inſufferable Folly ; 
or Yeſterday iſn't to be Recover'd: ; and there- 
re He's but a Fool that is concern d about It: 
it this Rate a Man may continually cry out, why 
as I Born, or why did I do This or That or To- 
ber; for inſtead of mending the Matter, or 
eſtoring any of our Affairs, this does but Tor- 
nent the Mind, and make us leſs able to bear the I 
diſappointment, ..or avoid the Ill Conſequence e 
f It. In Actions that have no Moral Turpitude 
r Sin in em, Repentance is a ſign of double Fol- 
1a tor if our Management er according to 
ule, and. the beſt of our own Skill and Thoug 

ad upon the beſt Adviſement We -cou'd find, "ts 
Madneſs to ſay, why did I do This or That? Or 5 
hy didn't I ſee more than I cou'd ? And if We. - - 
eglected to obſerve theſe Rules, all the Whining 
a the World can't help It; all that We have to 
lo, Is to have more Senſe, and Manage better for 
he Future! Events are out of every Man's Power, 
ad He's a Fool char in the. Beginning of Bube 
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does not ſuppoſe the poſſibility of Miſcarriaps 


inſtead of Repining afterwards, which tho , 


looks like Blaming our ' ſelves at firſt , ofte 


runs up to an Indecent Reflection upon Proj 


dence, and Curſing our very Birth. In ſhon, 
tho He's a Wiſe Man that obſerves the Errors of 


his Paſt Conduct, ſo as to avoid 'em in his Pr 
ſent ; yet tis Folly and Imprudence to Clamoir 


and make a Noiſe with our Wiſhes about what i 
| Paſt, and either Expoſe or Vex our Selves for 


That that is not to be Recover d. 


Save at the Spigot, and Le 


Out at the Bung. 


Penny. Wiſe Pound-Fooliſh. 


A Mixture of contrary Vices produces the Od 
deſt and moſt Unaccountable Turns it 


+ eople's Conduct. There is always a ſtruggle! 
their Boſome ; and hence not only different, bu 
contrary Reſolutions and Actions ſucceed One A 


nother ; as the One Vice prompts to Day ant 


the Other to Morrow | The eager Defire to (ati 


Both, increaſes by the Oppoſition, and tyres an 
defears it ſelf by purſuing That that tis Impoſſibl 


5 to Injoy: And thus a Fire is kindled in a Man 
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en Curious Property, 485 
eaſt that affects him at once with Anguiſh and © 


Age; Wit | 
0 gage; and runs up to Madneſs and Deſpair ! 


Chus they Who at once are Profuſe and Cove- 


fois, love Pleaſure but hate the Price of Je ; while 
honWhcy are in the midſt of Fruition are in Pain, and. 
TS 0 


int gratifie One Appetite but by the Torture of 


* 


ut i One wou d think it impoſſible for two ſuch E- 
s forihemies to Lodge in one Man's Mind; but tis 


ery Common; and the Reaſon that ſome People 
on't fall into the Follies that attend a Compani- 
nable Humour, is not becauſe their Virtue is 
tronger and more Perfect than Others, but One 
ice is over-ballanc'd by Another! There is a 
ruggle in their Breaſt, but not in favour of Vir- 
ie ; and if they happen to be Sober, tis not be- 
auſe Chaſtity and Temperance have got the Vi- 
tory, but Avarice ; and very often theſe Vices 
OVern by Turns ; tho' both. are always follow'd 
ith Uneaſineſs and Torment. On the other Hand, 
n Old Miſer ſhall turn Libertine, and waſte more 
n a Strumpet in one Hour, than ever He had 
oul enough to diſtribute in Charities in his Life. 
he Reflection upon this laſt Folly is the Terri- 
leſt Thing, to fuch a Wretch, in the World; 
ot becauſe of the Folly, but the Expence: Tiſn't 


e Od eneroſity, but Luſt, that Opens ſuch a Man's 
ns ind, and makes him Throw away that to Day, 
le at He'll Repent of to Morrow; nor is it the 
1 in that Troubles him, but the Coſt of It. 


N an But to come to the direct Deſign of this Text: 
ative have abundance. of good Husbands and Wiyes 
s at ought to apply the Satyr of It at Home! 
olfibigrtus ſome have an Ill Natur d Avarice, they'll be 
Manz Peeviſh as a Sick Monkey for the Expence of a 
Brea ; 1 ͥͤ ! 
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Trifle at Home, but Confound a Child's Fortune 
at Ombre, Picket, and Hazard Abroad. The lea 
Exceſſes of a Servant, ſhall make them ſtorm like 
a Fury, but never Reflect on their Own! | 
Grave Lecture ſhall be Read upon ſaving the End 
of a Candle, by People that at the fame tins 
have waſted a Dozen. © Like him that had 
Thrown off Fifty Guinea's at the Oak without 
* Remorſe ; but wou'd make Amends by going 
ee to. Bed in the Dark; for which he ſeriouſy 
© urg'd a very Grave Proverb, Let's Save wii 
© can be Sad! Thus ſome Folks Virtue alway 
lies croſs to common Senſe ; and they play An 
rice and Exceſs One againſt Another, till they 
find themſelves Ruin d by the Ridiculous Exper 
ment: The moſt plauſible of their Virtue is Vice 
and in the Exerciſe of it they ſhew their Toll 
and feel their Puniſhment. 
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Fraud 


To Deceive the Doane is 
Deceit: 


. 0 R. 5 SN 25 Inno. 
Diamond Of Diamonds. 


| . Knave 1 by usd like Himſelf oppod 
\ wich Art and Management, but yet 1c 

Fray in his o . ; the TIO ay” nord 
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Iretch'd as far as twill go. Our Art muſt be 
nocent, and under the Direction of our Virtue; 
cherwiſe twill be very eaſie to exceed, and e- 
pecially when we are provok d; when our Paſſi- 
ns run High, we are in Danger of loſing our 
ictue to oblige em. Tis no Rule, that becauſe 
One Man is a Cheat, Another may venture upon 

e ſame Little Tricks ; for the Beſt that can be 
aid of ſuch a Pair, is, that they are both Sharp- 
rs ; and tho' none but a Man of Art can either 
Diſcover or Expoſe the Cunning of a true Hy- 
ocrite, as Diamonds cut Diamonds; yet it is not 
t to Practiſe with Him, and carry on the 
ountermine in ſuch a manner, as that His Cha- 
ater ſhou'd become Ours. *Tis beſt, in this Caſe, 

o ſtand. only upon our Guard, and if we can 
now where we are deſign'd to be Hit, and Parry 
ur Enemies Sword; tis no matter whether we 
Thruſt at Him or not ; for a Good Man Learns 
he Art of Defence, only to preſerve Him- 
elf, not to Draw upon Others. An Honeſt 
Fraud. is nothing elſe. but preventing another 
Man's Cheating us, and if his Ill Deſign turn 
pon Himſelf, *ewill be the greater Pleaſure if 
re are Conſcious that he drew the Miſchiefog 
is own Head, but we neither deſign'd, nor did 
Him any Wrong. „„ on 


une 


Little Tricks and Falſhood generally injure the 
Innocent; and he that uſes em, tho' in his own - 
Defence, loſes his Virtue to preſerve his Intereſt : 

0 endeavour to fave even one's Life by a falſe 
Plea, Forgery, and Knights of the Poſt, has often 
been an occaſion of loſing It. One Reaſon is, an 
Honeſt Man can't keep his Cauntenance in the 


pos! 


1 WMorming and Menage of a Lye, ſo well as a 
Knave that's us'd to It; and the Diſcovery makes 
e & ', © 2 5 


not b 
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1 Him lock ſo 195 worſe than was expected, thy 

if His beſt Friends were to bs his Judge, they! 

be apt to think him diſpos'd to be a Rogue, 0 

He fail'd in the nice Operation. But beſides, Hi 

that ventures upon this, forfeits the Condutt 

Providence, having once forſaken his Innoceng 

and loſt his Integrity, He has no Reaſon to expe 

a Superior Care, and he that choſe falſe Cunniny 

to Joni Himſelf, is lefc to ne. Uncertain a0 
rr Iſſue of 1. 
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Le What's Paſt "3Y Paſt. 
Fair he's for Time to 0 


"His is a Scotch Proverb and admirably Good 

its Uſe is to correct the Spirit of Revengt 

and tao Friendſhip, Love and Peace, whid 
are as much the Glory of Humane Nature, 

Envy, Hatred and Malice, are the Reproach ( 

It. In the firſt Heat of a Quarrel, One Man j1 

_ « :ſtifies an III Action by the Provocations of tit 

Other; and thinks himſelf not only at Liber 

but even as much oblig d to return an * 


{! 
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acknowledge a Benefit. But tis a good Thing 


thy 

ie > know when to Halt and Stop our own Reſent- 
toWents ; for tis impoſſible to enjoy Life a Minute, 
;, Hl we. ſuffer ſuch Paſſions to Govern in our Bo-: 
t m: Jealouſie and Fear, diſturb, and vex, and 
eng ompt to the worſt Actions; and thus Injuries 
xp multiply d, and People Inſult one another 
ning pon the ſmalleſt, or even no Provocation, and 


ther than miſs. an Opportunity of hurting an 
nemy, very often Injure a Friend! One At of 
erenge ſucceeds Another, and tho' this be inex- 
eflibly Sweet to an Ill Mind, yet being impla- 
ble, it's never Satisfied ;, it's always Trouble- 
me, and He that is for purſuing it to the ut- 
joſt, will find it vex Him; tho' he has the ad- 
ntage of Condugt, Intereſt and Power. Haman 
t all che Reliſh, of his Glory and advancd For- 
Ines, by Mordecai's refuſing to Compliment him, 
d by endeayouring to gratifie his Paſſion too 
uch, open'd a; way that the very Perſon he 
ated ſtruck him to the Heart. He ſank under 
e Proſpe& of the Diſappointment, and had nei-. 
er Courage nor Conduct enough to put by his 
ate, 11 8 | N 


alle 
me 
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mem Tis ſurprizing that ſuch Injurious Paſſions, 


ou d reſt in the Mind, and that the dire Effects 
em ſhou'd not Baniſh this Fury for ever. But 
e Lex Talionis is very grateful to our corrupted 
engeliind'; almoſt every Body deſires to have it in 
whcicir Power to demand an Eye for an Eye, and a 


re, h for a Tooth; tho' the ſtrict execution of ſuen 
ch MLaw is impracticable ; for Men are govern'd by 


an jſion more than Judgment: He that thinks. 
mſelf Injur'd, has ufually more Reſentment than 
Juſt, and inſiſts upon more Satisfaction than 
Equal! Its become natural to Men to deſire a 
OE ed ee ES we Power 
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Power to do Miſchief, and they ra 1 


ind ac 


f y fal of 


ver-meaſure in the Return of an Injury, and Uu Time 
der in the acknowledgment of a Kindneſs! HeneUruſt 
both Sides in a Quarrel play Foul, and in the der 


Heat do more Wrong than they fuffer d d, tho nei 
ther will confeſs It. And hereupon mutual H 
tred, and repeated Injuries wou d go on in Infai 
tam, if it were permitted to us to take our own 
Satisfaction, and inſiſt upon a ſtrict Equivalent 
Every War upon this Suppoſition muſt be Ererny 
and unleſs one of the Parties take the advice 0 
the Proverb, Forget whats paſt; and reſolve t 
a# with Honour for the. Fuente ; both muſt be 
Undone. HTC, 


2 
$ . 


* 


But' tis hates Aheroduce ſuch: 4 Diſpoſe Hom! Ur 
III Picture of Malice, and the Beauty of Lov e, M 
ſterly Drawn, and ſtrictly View'd, won'd withon 
doubt effect the Cure: But as no Hand is able tt 
expreſs either to the Full, ſo our Pride, Ambition 
and falſe Tdea's of - Honour, prevent the kind C 
peration of any imperfe& Eſſays, and ſtifle on 
firſt Inclination to Peace. Angry People have 
III Memory, retain the Senſe of Injury, but neve 
the Obligations to. Forgive; and the Charms 0 
Goodneſs and Love: Political Factions nicely re 
Collect each others Follies, never forget an l 
Action, nor take Notice of a Gapd + 6 Bu 
Wiſe Men are never averſe to a Retreat; but a 
afraid their Paſſions ſhou d lead them to their Ruin 
and for this Reaſon, chooſe to Recede even fro 
Their Right, rather than Periſh in the purſuit 
It: And till this Thought be Improv'd, tb practi 
the Factions in a Nation, muſt infallibly deſtro 
It. For this Reaſon every Man fhou'd firft thin 
| how. far his own Error, or Ill Conduct, has In 
. d N as a Be to End the "Quarr 
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Don't Halt before you are 
La i ts 5s ws 


Ypoctfie has variety of Dreſſes, and a Mask 
1 to ſuit every Turn and Deſign of the Actor. 
Sometimes Gravity, and ſometimes Farce, Joy 
and Sorrow, Pleaſantry and Complaint ; the De- 
mure and Wanton, Civil and Auſtere, are put On 


Unconſtant in his Dreſs and Mien, Profeſſions 
and Diſcourſe ; tho' perpetually True to his 
Grand Purpoſe, which is his own Intereſt or 
Pleaſure. But the Proverb points at the Cove- 


Mask, and uſes it as often as any Vice in the 
World; for no Age or Faction has been able to 
eve this Vice Reputation enough to own its 


is Poverty; with which Miſers cover their III 


nerons Action, a Covetous Man ſhrugs, and for 


acl} to make his Complaint : 


. 


Loſſes 


x 


ind act with more Honour to each other for the 
lime to come. Nothing elfe can revive the 
Fruſt and Confidence that is always neceflary in 
order to reconcile Enemies and preſerve Friends, 
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nd Off as occaſion Urges. For a Hypocrite is 


tous; for Avarice ſtands in as much need of a 


Principles ; and therefore it always lurks under 
ſome fair Pretence. The Mask here hinted at, 


Nature, and ſecure themſelves from being preſs d 
to do Good. Upon the leaſt mention of a Ge- 


fear the Diſcourſe ſhou'd be turn d to Him, is ſure 
He talks of his great 


#4 


Loſſes without ſo much as a Thought of his Pro. 
fits; and as Beggars tyc up their Arm to excite 
Charity, ſo theſe Men do much the ſame to flife. 

It, and Counterfeit Poverty for fear of being 


han b 
ome 2 


ask'd to relieve lt. But 

Now, beſides the Baſeneſs of this Temper, ti f ſuc 
ſo Fooliſh that one wou d Wonder how it fits ſo HMpreten 
eahe upon em; for to be thought Poor is not ſo Nridenc 
pleaſant to a Man's ſelf, or ſo acceptable to the HPpite 
World, as to tempt a Man to deſire the Reputa.Whrels t 
tion of It. If the World wou' d agree to treat theſe Ito Re: 
Wretches that pretend themſelves Poor, with but MPretet 
half that Contempt and III Nature, that It does Nor Bli 
them that really are ſo-; theſe Cheats wou'd cer- Wlniſhm 


© tainly change Face, take the other Humour, and 
boaſt of their Riches by way of Protection. Thus 
Sham Cripples in the Streets, if you talk of ſend- 
ing em to an Hoſpital to be Cut and Burn'd by 
the Surgeons, can throw away their Minium Plai- 
fters, Dreſſings and Crutches, and demonſtrate ll 
they are in need of none of em: Tho' they choſe A 
Rags and Naſtineſs, twas not for the ſake of em, 
or becauſe they were Sick or Poor, but as a Means MI - ( 
to move your Compaſſionate Hand to pick your 


_ own Pocket. 


* 99 
. 


- *Fis true, the Covetous Wretch we ſpeak of, 
pretends not to take any thing from Others, but 
only ſave his Own; but it is very great Odds 
that He that will tell One Lie to ſave a Penny, 
wou'd, if jt were ſafe, tell Two to get It; and 
He that is ſo Familiar with Poverty and Baſenels 
as to chooſe the Character of a Beggar, on pur- 
poſe to carry on a Deſign, may very eaſily be, 
farpriz d by the Temptations that ſuch a Condi- 
| tion leads to; and which often End in work 
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on Curious Proverbs. 1 


han being Poor; for a Man may as eaſily be- 
ome a Villain by the Love of Money as by any +» 
But the Ingratitude of this is ſo Odious, that 

t is till more aſtoniſhing that any Man ſhon'd be 
f ſuch à Diſpoſition ; for He that is Rich and 
pretends to Poverty, affronts the Bounty of Pro- 
ridence, and ſeems reſolv'd to be Miſerable in 
pite of It, : While He diſowns the Divine Good- 
nes that Feeds him, He boldly Provokes God 
o Reduce him to a State below his Hypocritical 
retences,; for he that Counterfeits himſelf Lame. 
or Blind, without diſpute deſerves Both as a Pa- 
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On't Slight and Neglect the Main to be Cu- 
rious about Inſignificant Trifles. The In- 
ſtruction is applicable to every Part of Life ; for 
in all Conditions Men are apt to be more ſur- 
priz d with Vanity and Trifles, than with Solid Ad- 
vantages, and that which both Advances and Pre- 
ſerves our Felicity; and which is more inexcu- 
ſable, we ſpoil the Blefling that might be enjoy'd 
in a real Good, by diverting to the purſuit of meer 
Accidents and Toys tllat have nothing in em, or 
at leaſt are Inferior to the Subſtance it ſelf. Hence 
e I Gig 2%. * 0 5 comes Ty 
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208 Moral Eſſays 3 
comes the Unhappy Preference of Beauty an 
Addreſs, Dancing and Compliment in a Miftref/ 
before ſtrict Virtue and Chaſtity, Prudence and 
Religion; tho' all the Happineſs of Marriage re. 
ſults from theſs Laſt, and there is little or nothin 
of. real 1 but very often Danger, Inju- 
9 and Loſs of Repptation, the Effects of the 
R A aim : A 4 3 


Ihe falſe Judgment moſt Men make, fron 
whence they fall into Error or Miſchief, is not 
fo. much from miſtaking the ſimple Nature af 
Things, as from the undue Eſtimate upon the 
Compariſon of One Thing with Another ; and 
our Folly more frequently appears by our Choice 
of Something that is leſs Good, than of that which 
is abſolutely, Evil. Now, if this'be our Danger, 
to be ſure it ſhou'd be our Care to avoid It; we 
Jhou'd neither throw away a Jewel becauſe unpo- 
liſh'd, nor judge the value of a Diamond by the 
Socket, in which the Artiſt thought fit it ſhoud 
ſtand. In ſhort, a Wiſe Man ſhou'd firſt know 
the Perfection of a Thing, and then he need not 
be Solicitous about ſome Circumſtances, in which 
perhaps ſome Imperfections may appear, but not 
Equivalent. to the real worth of the Subject. 


But to turn tother Side of the Proverb, per- 

haps ics Deſign may be to meet with thoſe ſevere 
Judges, who if a Man have a Thouſand Virtues, 
and be capable of the Beſt Service; yer for one 
little Blemiſh, they fancy him to have in his Hu- 
mour or Conduct, reje& and ſink Him; and he 
 ſthan't be employ d either in the Court, the Camp, 

or at the Altar, becauſe He is not Perfect. Thi 
ſevere Pretence has in every Age Ruin d ſome of 
the greateſt Men in Eumpe: And in 1 
N „ F ; reat 


on Curious Proverbs. 299 


ant Great Man was not ſuffer d to finiſh his Conqueſts, 
reßbecauſe the Criticks had an Opinion He was 
and Ran! Now whether this Character belong'd to ſo 


Great a Perſon, or not, 'iſn't Decent to Inquire; 
ine but if he were Brave and Expeditious, Succeſsful 
Ju. and Belov'd, to be ſure he ought to have kept 
the that Poſt, in which ſuch Virtues had been Diſtin- 

guiſh'd, and in which they were of ſo abſolute ' 
Neceſſity. For it's but odd Policy to call off a 
Raſh General that had Reduc'd the Beſt Half of 
za Kingdom in as little Time as a Grave and Pru- 
dent One loſt it again: Only becauſe his Con- 
queſts were not ſo Sedate, nor his Succeſles ſo 
cool as ſome People of more Flegm than Senſe or 
Courage wou'd have em. But to be Juft, the 
People that talk thus, in every Caſe don't think 
ſo ; but when Men of Virtue are to be ſuppreſs'd, 
they hunt out for ſomewhat in em that looks like 
a Vice, and run upon that Cue till they have 
Diſgrac d' em; and theſe People ought to take 
the Proverb as a Reproof, if they are not paſt 


[7 


Cure; for the main Conduct of every Man ought 


to be the Rule for Judgment upon Him, and not 
the inconſiderable Errors of His Life. 
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| nr e on "the Senſes and 
movesour Wefire-or Averſion by its grateful or vic 
| dilagreeable Appearance. The Authority of ma- are! 
ny Incomparable Precepts often lies a little out if w 
of S requires Reflection, and comparing 

eas Example is preſent, and helps on 
| n by the nearneſs of its approach to 
the Eye and Ear.» Hence that which is pleaſant 
to the Sight, gratifies in the firſt Inſtant, and in- 
clines the Mind ko it without giving leave to 


Think and Call in the Aid of en and Specu- 
_—_ to Examine It. 1 
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der make to our Appetite, and the Pleaſure or 


lafluence of their Action increaſes, and tis next 

nd, to impoſſible, to remove the Prejudices. The 

nd. ow from Infancy to our Grey Hairs; the Pre- 

ily: poſſeſſion makes it uneaſie to part with our firſt 

m- Principles, or conclude that whi 

- long our Entertainment, can poſſii 

. and therefore we Abher the difficuſ 

nd learning, by the help of Reflection 108g 

or {Which is more Troubleſome becauſe the Paſfions 

na- {Ware Pre-engag'd, and we can't avoid being Rufff d 

out Wil we attempt the Cure - N 

on The Inſtruction from hence is ealiß ceected: | 

1t0 That to prevent as much of this as poſfible in the | 

ant very firſt Attempts of Education, is the Hint here . 
in- given Us, is evident; tis inexcuſable to neglect 

to Infancy, and leave Children too long under the 

:cu- Impertinencies of the Baby and Hobby-Horſe: 
Something of Virtue and Religion ſhou'd be early 
repreſented, in a manner fuited to their Air, 

us end the Indications you diſcover of their 8 ö 
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on Curious Proverbs. 303 
ndecent Language, puts em upon, looking into 
he Ideas the Words ſignifie; and this inſenſibly 
iraws em to Lewdnels, and their Converſation 
eceiving a Taint in its Original, the whole Life 
ill taſte of it more or leſs. It ſhou'd therefore 
e eſteem'd Infamous to prompt an Infant to A- 
\uſive Expreſſion : There is a Fire in Humane 
Nature that will excite it ſelf without being fann'd 
y Fulſome and Impious Diſcourſe. The Affection 
je owe em ſhou'd enforce this Inſtruction, as well 


04% | 8 e 1 
the our own Obligation to Virtue and Religion. 
J;ê§·Ü˙ẽC ² m i Ron 
in II. Indecent Images and Action are another 
J 


hing to be avoided, with the moſt Sacred Cau- 
jon. Picture ſtrikes upon the Eye, and fixes with 


me | rik | 
on nore Force upon the Fancy: Action Pleaſes and 
of. Lelights, and very often provokes to Imitation, 


tho' it be Ridiculous. Tis to be Reflected on too 
hat theſe have a greater Influence than Lan- 


MAS. „ 


| . RE _ / * : +: 4 
Segnius irritant Animos demiſſa per Aurem, 


nll Dam quæ ſunt Oculis ſubjetta fidelibur—— 


by Image and Action have the ſame Force with 
Di rmple, and leave the Idea's of Good or Evil, 
-on- ith greater Vigour in the Mind; the Fineneſs of 


the Art, Brightneſs of the Colours, and the Spi- 
it and Air of a Maſterly Hand, adds to the Dan- | 
ger of looking upon an obſcene Piece; For it 
excites the Curioſity, and takes away the Guard 

of our Virtue, by bringing a Vitious Action into 

a kind of Eſteem and Reputation. Indeed Age is 

more culpable in theſe Nice Surveys of Imagery 

than Infants ; but a Boy that's very Young, and 

has no Judgment in Art, may have too Warm a 
Fancy, and be fond to know what are the Beau- 


4 
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ties that He: obſerves are admir'd in an Indecen 
Picture. Nudities ſhou'd never be expos'd in th 
View of ſuch, and eſpecially not Commented oe e 
and Admir'd in cheir Preſence ; for this Joyns therov 
Force of Words and Picture together, and A- ſes 
tacks both the Eye and the Ear. The Temptation Vitat 
is help'd on by the Art, and Virtue ſunk y th 
Air and Humour of the Action. VV 


III. To preſs. this a little Fauth, even Tang 
cent Actions are to be kept out of Sight; and 
regard ſhou'd be had to Company in many thing ile! 
that in their own Nature are Lawful and Neceſſa reſe. 
ry. It might perhaps be a little too ſevere in Cay, 
that He thought it _ Indecent His Son ſhou'd 
Him only Salute His Mother: But this wont ran 
Countenance Familiarities i in Publick, which N. 
ture teaches us to Conceal ; tis Ridiculous to ſay {4100 
the Action is Lawful, and "therefore what Harm 
in the Repreſentation 3 2 For there are Innocent 
Actions won't indure the Light, and leaſt of al 
the Preſence, of a Son or a Daughter. In ſhor, 
Children ſhot'dn't be admitted to all Company, 

but be kept at the utmoſt Diſtance from Infection 
of every Kind. The Caution ſhou d always be 
about us, and no pen Eyes . to Vice to ] 

Invade Polterity. „ 1 20 | 


IV. But beſides the III Influence of lia 
we ſhou'd confides the Character of Him that ſer * 
It; this is of mighty Force, for a Child will be 0 
more taken with the Action of a Father than a 
Servant : Little People do a great deal of Mif- 
chief this Way; but Figure and Character, Rela 
tion and Circumſtance, add Weight to any Il 
Imp reſſion as well as a Good One! The Autho- 


rity For a Parent loſes its Force In a Command 


| his 
that; 
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Pupil is freed from Paternal Inſpection; for the 0 
xample will Out-live the Precept, and the 1 
affions you rais d at firſt, ſtifle the After Inſtru- 4 
tion, 15 Fe 1 oh 
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O Enemy is ſo Mean and Impotent, but at 
One Time or Other, he becomes ſenſible 
his own Force, knows how to Exert It, feels 
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an Injury, and has a proportionable Reſentment: 
for Nature can't eaſily be Conquer d; is ver, 
Rarely Forc'd, but will Struggle after all the Dit 
cipline- either of Power or Principles. This made 
Solomon ſay, that Oppreſſion makes a Wiſe Man Mu 
Now this ſhou'd be conſider'd, and a Wiſe My 
ought to foreſee how far tis fit to preſs the mf 
contemptible Enemy ; for tho' his Oppoſition he 
Wicked or Ridiculous, yet it may hit the Purſuet, 
and do him a Mifchief. To drive a Coward to the 
Wall, recovers his Spirits, and fear of being ſha 
thro' the Back makes him turn his Face. The 
Weight of the Wrong He but thinks he Receive, 
and the certainty of being quite loſt by the 
Flight, gives a new Turn to the Spirits, and Na. 
turally prompts to a Suddain and Deſperate De- 
tence ; and tho this be not True Courage, nor 
don't act up to that Regularity that Valour is di 
ſtinguiſh'd by; yet it may exceed in Force, and 
give a Home Thruſt: He that is eager in the 
Purſuit, may be ſtruck thro' by that Hand which 
_ trembled. till it was Reinforc'd by Neceflity. Fre- 
quent and continu'd Inſults provoke, and when 
Indignation is once rais d, it moves Quick and 
Strong, and ſeldom miſſes of Improving the ve- 
ry Minute that is moſt proper for Revenge. 


No this may be Improv'd in all Capacities; 
tis Madneſs for a Prince to carry his Right, and 
uſe his Power to the higheſt Extream, when there 
is Mutiny and Ill Humour in the People: He 
may be Angry, and Aſſert his Right to Puniſh, 
but ought not always to put it in Execution: 
Thoſe People, who by cool Treatment, wou d 
become Aſham'd of their own Murmurs, upon 
Repeating the Provocation, juſtifie their firſt Tu- 
mult by increaſing their Rage ee in " 
OP 5 . 5 Second; 
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on Curious Proverbs. toy 
tecond ; and if a Conqueſt be had, it's the moſt 
mpolitick thing in the World to follow every. 
riminal up to ſtrict Satisfaction, or Death; 
hich does but put the Invention upon the Rack 


1 o avoid Both, by a ſure Revenge on the Profe- 
Noll rater. pl” i = 
2. In Armies this is a known Rule, He that Beats 


Brave Enemy, ought to be glad to be Rid of 3 
im: Let Him Retreat as quick as He can pro- - — + 
ded the Main Victory be ſecure: Too cloſe a 
Purſuit prefents Him with an Advantage, and 


5 y the Fervour of the Conquerors, the Van- 
N. i'd have often recover d Courage. In this 
De. ale, the warmeſt Chaſe muſt be Regular, and 


n cloſe Order, that the Enemy may rather haſten | 
heir Flight by the fear of the Weight and Steadi= _ A 
els of the Victor's, than hope for a Chance to "4 
recover the Whole by renewing the Action. 
he Ardour of the Purſuers here, is to receive a 
hecque, and the Reſentment of the Beaten, be- 
tet a Caution, tho' not Fear. In Private Quar- 
els, Juſt or Unjuſt, this muſt be heeded ; in the 
One Caſe, to be Implacable is Infamous, and 
n the Other, Wicked and Dangerous. In Both, 
Raſhneſs; and if Pity don't move us to fofbear, 
and abace in our Revenge, Caution and Regard 
to our own Safety, ſhoud. | 8 
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7 Am not Angry my Son Loſe 
But that He will Play On. 


EEP Play is the Ruin of man | 
Heirs, who often throw off a 890döElal 
before they come at It. They ſtake their H- 
nour to Ruin their Fortunes: No, Argument ha 
Force enough to ſtop the Hand thac is turn'd to 
the Box and Die: The Miſchief of it does not 
as in moſt other Caſes, bring the Actor to Be. 


pentance, but this Fooliſh Paſſion uſually i 8 
2 the Loſs and Injury the Gameſter 8 Th A 

| fancies that the ſame Way he Loſt, he may Win, e Bc 
| race 


and the Hopes of a Lucky Hit that ma 
all, ſtifles His Refledion pon A rene Aug of 2 
lucky Throws! To adviſe in this Caſe, is upon 
the Matter to make a Speech to a Madman the 
ran” are Pre-poſleſt, and the Avenues to Rex 
on ſtopt up : The Biaſs of Inclination makes the 
Man Jealous of Council, and he ſuſpeds the 
2 Arguments as a Deſign at once to Rob 
him of his Diverſion and Profit, and the near- 
er a Gameſter is to Ruin, He is the more eager 


to be Undone. 


7 I the Prudence of a Failer 3 Sy 

Oy | a Father interpoſe to Cor- 

- 2 the exceſſive Liberties of the "+54 it * 

N Covetouſneſs, and his Care proyokes the 
Young 
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oung Gentleman's Appetite ; the whole Poſe 
f the Youth is preſently turn'd upon Avarice ; 
hey Declaim upon this Head with Heart, Battle 
he Sordid Paſſion with Spirit, and Freedom, and 
ncourage their own Folly by Satyr upon the op- 
ofite Vice. But their Heat upon this Occaſion. 
s without Light; they don't obſerve that they 
re only Laſhing One Vice, and Cheriſhing Ano-. 
her. With them it ſeems Generous and Brave to 
hrow away the Kindneſs of their Anceſtors ; 
zeggar the Family They Rais'd, Sully the Ho- 
jour They Won, and make a Sport of loſing 
phat They either Got with Toil, or Preferv'd 
yith Care; and never Reflect upon the Baſeneſs 
nd Ingratitude of This! For nothing can be 
nore ſo, than to Reward the Kindneſs of a Fa- 
her with the Ruin of his Family: Tis like Stab- 
ing One's-ſelf out of Spite to Him that Begot 


af and Firing the Seat, becauſe twas left us by 

15 ur Anceſtors ! If it be an Honour and Felicity to 

in e Born to an Eſtate, tis in proportion a Diſ- 
J 


race to Reduce the Family, and leave One's 
wn Poſterity in Poverty and Raggs. And if 


un. s ſhou'dn't be the Iſſue, yet who can Account 
+.” the Venture? What can be ſaid for a Man's 
* utting it to the Turn of a Dye, whether That 


hat He is now ſure is His own, ſhall in the ſpace 
fa Second or Two, either be His or another 
Man's ! This is giving a Tooth in a Man's Head, 
or One in Another Man's Hand, and Tempting 
'rovidence to make One Poor, for not knowing 
ow to employ Riches. x e 


Cor- But the Diverſion-and Entertainment of Play, 
alles Fee great Excuſe for the Hazard ! Every Body 
- the ads Priviledge for Recreation, and to be Judge 

| the Choice of It, but n the Young. But 


this 


kE., 
this ĩs but a Thin Excuſe ; for if Pleaſure be Al, Ml The 
why is the Stake put ſo High? And why is it pur. 
ſu'd like Buſineſs, and with all the Eagerneſs o Cha 
Trade ? Is the Titillation of throwing Seven ot wife 
Eleven worth a Thouſand Crowns ? Does the 
Gameſter always fit eaſie, and is He never inn 
Pain for a Deal or a Caſt ? He that feels Hub 
mane Nature about Him can never be Cheated 


with this Pretence; For the fear of a little Loſs, * 
gives Uneaſineſs, tho” it may be no more than ons: 
ſerves to give a:Reliſh to our Pleaſure when hie 
over; but the apprehenſion of a great One i; nor 


Torment: And if the Game Turn into our Hand, 

and we ſweep up a Great Stake, there are fey 
but run into the Exceſs of Joy, which is not 
| Pleaſure bur Madneſs. There is a Witchcraft too 
in Playing On, and Win or Loſe, ſcarce a 
Man is able to draw off. A Father wou'dn't ver 
at a little Loſs by this Folly of a Son, if He coul 
foreſee when the Fool wou'd return to his Rex 
ſon, and if He were ſure that Diverſion and Je 


* 


wou'd not bring on his Ruin in Earneſt. 


In ſhort, if the Plea of Recreation wou'd keep 
up its Force, at leaſt the Gaming Table ſhou d bs 
brought under ſtrict Diſcipline; the Time 
Play limited to a few Hours, and the Main to. 
few Pieces. Play upon Honour ſhou'd be boundef 
by a Law, and a Young Gentleman not ſuffer( 
to throw off the Inheritance. Charity ſhou d not 
be forgot for the ſake of Sport,; nor the Holpi 
tals be Rob'd to ſupport the Groom Porter. T hougit 
muſt be had of Condition, Fortune and Chan 
cer, and a Diſtinction be made between Quali 
; and Trade 3 the Men of Qualit. 5 ſhou'd throw 10 eg 
off no more at a Game than is fit to be chrowl 
do a Scramble among their Footmen and _— 


- - 
» 


tune; but his Play m 


be peculiarly their Regard. The Mechanick ſhon d 


go out of his own Houſe. And in all Diftinti- 
ons an Infinite Regard ſhou'd be had to Time, 
which is not defign'd for Play, but Improvement; 
nor to be Triff d away on Earth, but usd in or- 
der to prepare for Heaven. 8 — 


God keep me from my Friends, 


n 


2 —— 
* 


Enemies. 


1 


of God and Providence, who has not only Power 


mies or Friends. Its Original, without doubt 
was 2a Paſſionate Reſentment of the Falſhood an 


ies are leſs Dangerous than Secret; they han't 
lo eaſie an Acceſs to Us, 'and of courſe, neither 
Power nor Opportunities to do us fo much Miſ- 
chief. A Man naturally keeps a Guard againſt 
Fo FFV 
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The Merchant may be . to the beſt in For- 
uſt be Regulated by His 
Character, and never exceed a Preſent. to his 
Wife or Daughter: The Leſſer Gentry are ſtill 
to be more Cautious; their Family and keeping 
up the Seat and Figure of their Anceſtors, ſhou d 


never Play from Home, nor the Winnings ever 


IIl keep my Self from my 


T"Here-is Atheiſm in this Proverb, as well As 
to Defend s but 1s the beſt Protection from Ene- 


Treachery of a Falſe Friend; and it has thus far 
i great Strength and Force in It. Open Ene- 


* 


Wit and Senſe: For it ſpeaks too ſlightly | 


nſt the De. N vithot 

of One He has Embrac d: He has open comp! 

his Boſom, and ſhew'd his Weakgeſs, which makes il © 
the Attempt of a [Falſe Friend, who is an Un- III. 
ny, re and certain of Succeſz Hund th 

Now this Reflection leads to an Inquiry how fu o Sh 
any Man ſhou'd admit Another to Intimacy, and ought 
may ſafely ſhew his Heart to a Perſon He love, ſhave! 
'The Sag this Point is difficult, becauſe the be Be 
very Queſtion ſuppoſes Diſtruſt, and Diſtruſt hs Moura 


always been eſteem d Incompatible with Pure 
and Perfect Friendſhip, fo far as any One doubt 
of Another's Fidelity, fo far they are.Stranger, 
and 2 proportionable Degree of Jealouſie and 
Fear will diſcover it ſelf : And this of Neceſſity 
leſſens Affection and Eſteem on both Sides, and 
Tempts to an Open Rypture and Quarrel. The 
Rules in this Caſe muſt be general ; for who can 
come to all the Dark Particulars of Treachery and 
Falſhood. _ J 


of He 
Him 
whert 
tho t 


I. The firſt Thing is to be Cautious and Slow 
in' the Choice of a Friend, neither to entertain 
too ſoon, nor with too eager a Paſſion: Heat de- 
ſtroys the Judgment, and Haſte is Thrice in Four 
Times in the Wrong. A Knowledge of a Mans 
Birth, Education, Character, Condition, Conduct, 
Intereſts and Life, is neceſſary to the Choice of x 
Confident, in whoſe Boſom One won'd chooſe 
to Repoſe that which concern'd our Life, For- 
runes or Hennen fe" 8 


II. Our Confidence muſt grow up by Degrees, 


and our Truſt in Another be under the Menage Its 
of Experience. Friendſhip grows up with Ac-I © 

| guaintance, neyer begins with Ir, He that Truſs 3: 
1 , d 7 ONT VVA With — 

| 7 14 
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De. Without Rational Ground, betrays Himſelf, and 
den Meomplains to His own Diſhonour. 
, Br rr Fw 
Un- III. Our Deſigns muſt always be Honourable ; 
cel, Wand cho' there may be Danger, when Diſcover'd, 
w far Ino Shame. In this Caſe , cho'- ſometimes we 
and ought not to have the leſs Care, yet we ſhall 
oves, have leſs Horror if we happen to be Abus d. To 
e the be Betray'd by a Friend in the purſuit of an Ho- 
bas nourable Deſign, heightens the Glory of a Man 
Pure of Honour, makes his Virtue Shine, and may do 
2ubts Him a Kindneſs. with an Open Enemy; for 


where any Remains of Generoſity are to be found, 
tho the Treaſon is Acceptable, the Traytor is al- 


ſity ways Abhorr'd, and the Man that's Abus'd by 
and Him Pity'd. This leaves the-Hypocrite that In- 
The Mljur'd you without , Excuſe, is an Addition to His 
can MWTorture, and an Abatement-of Yours. 

tain gn CXIV. 

t de. V n 

Four 


15 He may well be Content, who 
Needs neither Platter nor 
Borrow. 4 


()* the Felicity of a Contented Mind! Ho 
near is {ſuch a Happy Frame to Perfection 
age Its a Guard upon the Paſſages to the Soul, ſe- 
Ac: cures the Out-works, and ſtrikes Terror into the 
ruft Great Tempter. It gives Life and Vigour to 
it Civil and Divine Actions, helps a Man to act 
_ Tu ; | up 


\ 
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up to the Nobleſt and Greateſt Purpoſes he H To 
fix d in his Boſom, keeps him . and cam the 
him to the End with Infinite Pleaſure. It makes expre 
a Man Smile upon the Buſie and Factious Humou ent 
of the World, and gives him that Satis faction vii Thus 
Eaſe, that other People never come up to, viii Rule 
all their Toil, Hurry and Trouble ! It Turns M rou! 
Edge of Sorrow and the Points of Thorns, age 
Chain feels light, and Scorn and Contempt mal no: 
no Impteſſion upon ſuch a Mind: For here Pai. by 
ence is come up to its Perfeff Work , and th th: 
Mind is reconcil'd to Suffering and Sorrow! M“ Pb 
does any Man intirely Poſſeſs this Ineſtimab ne 
Jewel? Are the Paſſions all cool'd in his Breaſt, deſir 
and always kept in Order? Can a Man look more 
on Poverty without Horror, and feel it withou]WNoti 
Regret ; look upon Dazling Glory without An- ditio 
bition, and Riches without Deſires Is 
5 | vine 
To be juſt to Mankind, I think tis an eaſe but 
Thing to talk of Contentment ; but to come upeage 
to the Height of It on this Side the Grave Im- Gre: 
poſſible. One great difference between this Lift ven 
and that to Come, is, there will be no Tryal mad 
our Patience Above; but the Mind ſhall be Hap-{Wnios 
py in the Fruition of God, who only can fatishe {Wand 
2 Rational and Immortal Spirit : Hereupon, tho 
tis eaſie to Adviſe the Miſerable, Pity the Wretch-WI A 
ed, Diſcourſe of Patience to a Man in Priſon, and t- 
attempt to ſhew ou TO of Murmuring and that 
Complaints, Thoughtfulneſs and Care, and the Wand 
Fears of Poverty: But He that is in any of theſe¶ Enc 
Conditions, and ſees this laſt coming like an not 
Armed Man upon Him, muſt be more or leſs Go: 
than Man, if He neither Shrinks, nor turns Pale 4 


; "4 
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To fix therefore the Meaſures of Contentmene 


che Deſign of the Proverb. Theſe are uſually 
nabe expreſs d in different Terms, according to diffe- 
mou ent Humours and Deſires Men are Govern'd by: 
wii Thus every Author gives the Theory by his own. 
with ules; but in Practice, I think it can never be 
s the brought to a Point, but by keeping up to this A- 
. age.“ He that need not Covet any Man's Smiles, 
male nor Startle at any Man's Frown, need not Flatter 
pat by his Dependance, nor Borrow by his Want, has 
the the Sammum Bonum of this World; tho he be no 
Da Philoſopher, he ought to be Content, and can 
nabe neither complain of Providence nor Himſelf. To 
realt deſire a Change, and urge the Divine Bounty for 
ce nore, is Levity or Avarice. This is the Juſt 
hon Notion of the Duty, and he that in ſuch a Con- 
Au- dition Repines, does not only Sin, but Rebel: 


'Tis not Error only, but Preſumption; for as Di- 
vine Providence never promis d every Man Riches, 


eaſe but all Mankind Daily Bread; ſo for a Man to be 
e upMeager for Riches, and complain that He is not 
Im- Great, tho' He is in the Mean, and God has gi- 
Lie ven Him neither Poverty nor Riches ; neither 


made Him Dependence nor Neceſſitous: Tis Sin- 
ning againſt the manifeſt Conſtitution of God, 
and againſt his Mercy and Bounty too. Fark 


tch- A Man thats deny'd this Happineſs, is bound 


and that has it, ought to be ſenſible of ehe'Favour, 
the and acknowledge It, fix his Deſires and ſay, "Tis 
Enough! He that. is in the deepeſt Sorrows muſt 
not Rave, nor be Inſolent, Murmur or Curſe 
God ; tho' no doubt, He ought earneſtly to de- 
fire Eaſe thar's in Pain, Liberty that's a Captive, 


dubſiſtence-that's Naked, Hung ry and Cold; and 
He may deſire wich Eagerneſs and ſome Fervour 


by 9 . 
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to Patience and Submiſſion; and therefore He 
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too. The Paſſions may in this Caſe enlarge a li. 
tle upon the Senſe of Miſery, and the Soul offer 
up Tears and Groans to its Heavenly Father 
without Offence ; for the Notion of Contentment 
dont ſuppoſe a Man Stupid, but Humble; not 
ſenſeleſs of Miſery, but ſenſible that God can in 
_ a Moment give Relief; and in the mean Time 
ſhew as much Patience as the Soul can poflibly 
Exerciſe, even while he deſires to be Eas d: but 
when a Man need neither Fawn upon a Patron 
or Party for Preferment, nor Borrow to ſupply 
his Neceflity, He ſhou'd diſcover a full Satisfadi. le ve! 
on by asking no more; and if He ſhoud come to 
Abound, to Increaſe in Honour and flow in 
Riches: He ſhou'd look on it as Clear Gains; 
ſomewhat that Divine Goodneſs has thrown In 
for {6me extraordinary Purpoſe ; and if He does 
not Thankfully Improve It, He may expect it to 
be taken from Him. E | | 
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The Court keeps no Calendar 


FEN of Great Dignity and Station, like 
= great Wits, have yery often ſhort Memo- 
ries. They forget the Promiles made their Crea- 
tures, and the Services done by their Friends. In 
the firſt Inſtance 'tis Levity, for to Promiſe much, 
is certainly a Fault, and ſhews a Lightneſs of 
Mind below the Character of Men of Honour, 
who ſhou'd haye Steadineſs enough to deny an 
Unfair Petition, and not fell their Breath for an 


U 
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1-Name, Refieckions and Curſes which are Plen- 
fully beſtow'd on em by the Diſappointed. 
zut the commonneſs of this Vice has made it 
aſhionable, given Credit to the Ridiculous Hu- 
our, and made both the Court and Crown a 
eſt. The greateſt Men in Poſt are not aſnam'd 
't; but after variety of Duns for Performance, 


1. ind as many renew'd Promiſes, at laſt if you men- 

0 ion their Promiſe as an Obligation, They'll tell 

on Mou They didn't think you had been Fool enough 

ly io depend upon their Promiſe ; for they had made 
ee very ſame to a Hundred! | | 


Now this iſn't only Little but Diſhoneſt ; a Wiſe 
an wou'd never make more Promiſes than he 
ay probably Perform; to be ſure no more than 

e can eaſily charge upon his Memory; for tho 
f the two it be .a Handſomer Excuſe than the 
ormer, to ſay, Indeed I forgot Pu; yet it is no 
ark of a Man's Wiſdom to engage for a Friend 
nd let him ſlip out of his. Memory, But to Pro- 
niſe without Deſign to accompliſh, the Deſire of 
he Petitioner, is Cheat : Is Impoſes upon the 
an you pretend to calf Friend, it hinders his 
\ddreſs elſewhere, and provokes Him to ſtudy 
o Revenge the Injury; and Men of Quality 
ou d never ſlight this; for it lies in very Mean 
cople's Power ſometimes to do em a very great 
rejudice. In Popular and Mixt Governments, it 
jas Sacrific d many à Stateſman ; and indeed it 
ught to be Puniſh'd, for tis a Breach of Honour 
In nd of Truth, and takes away all Faith, Confi- 


z0ur, In the other Inſtance. To forget the Service 
/ an f Friends, is more Enormous, and the bafeſt In- 
r an ratitude; this is often the Diſeaſe of the Crown, 


as 


1 TY 2 * rey * 7 "I * 
> x) 
7 2 2 ** ; * 


Moral Eſſays A 
as well as its Attendants : Service and Duty, Hy. 
mage, ind the Hazard of Life; The Loſs of Fox. 
tunes, and the Ruin of Families, is ſo eaſily for. 
got by ſome Princes, that the Heir of an Olg Ser. 
vant ſhall Starve, and perhaps ſee his Brave Firhey 
Eſtate given to a new Favourite. Thou and 7ilg 
divide the Land, has been acted Over and Over, 
without Remorſe, by Princes that tis to be Hop, 
have heard that Hiſtory Read to em. And for 
Courtiers, the Familiar Abuſe of the beſt Service, 
Neglect of Men of Honour that have oblig'd em, 
ſtriking up the Heels even of the Men that Intro- 
duc'd em, and upon whoſe Merit and Eſteem they 
firſt ventur'd to fer Foot in the Palace; tis ſo Baſe, 
that All Europe has conſented tothe Proverb,thatin 
a Prince's Court there is no Almanack : And it muſt 
be ſome great Turn upon the World, like a new 
Formation, that if ever it be Remedy'd, mul 
effect the Cure. However, let's have Reſpect to 
Character, and be Juſt to Men of Quality; the 
Temptations to break their Word are many, and 
tho' This won't Excuſe, twill mitigate; 'twil 

ſerve to call off the Satyr, and fecure the Cor 
nets from Inſult. Wu OT wet 
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To paſs further upon this Thought, perhapi 
the Satyr may be too ſevere, and the Reflection 
too General; for I believe ſome Men have pals 
through the Higheſt Offices of Courts, and have 
not been Guilty in either of theſe Caſes ; and ti 
eaſie to ſuppoſe that Complaints of this Naturs 
are multiply'd by the Dilappointed. Moſt Men 
believe a Man that makes a.Figure at Court, able 
to do all their Ambition can Ask, or Avarice De- 
ſire; and herehpon Croud after him-; vex him 

with Importunicy, and even Extort his Promiſe 
with which He is Compell'd to buy His yo 


In 
Un 
er b 


ligit 
lords 
the 
ad pe 
Ih 1 


1 + * 
7. | | | 4] 


on Curious Proverbs: 319 
And after all, He may either be unable to ob- 
the Favour He has Promis d, for Tbere are 
we Beggars at Court than One, or He ſhall ſuffer 
or doing a Favour for One, by the Chagrin and 
lamour of Ten that mifs'd It. In ſhort, all 
\kers at Court can't. be Gratify'd, no not tho 


. he Crown were to be Sold; but then the Cour- 
er ſhou'd be more Cautious of his Promiſes : 
r nd for Neglect of the Services of Men of Merit 
deere can be no Excuſe; tis impoſſible to find 
m Cover for Ingratitude. 1 8 SH, e 
ro- i | 
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Leer Halt before Cripples: 
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ocking is Catching. 
s Ill Manners to Repeat or Imitate Another's 


Infirmities. The freeſt Converſation ſhow'd: 
under Guard in this Point, and we ſhou'd nei- 


als er be gui in: ad, ke . 
N guilty Willingly, nor by Inadvertence. 
* he mention of a Blemiſh in Company is dif-: 

| | 


ging to Him that has it; and thus the Speaker 
lorders the Society, puts his Friend, it may be, 


ry the Bluſh, loſes the Pleaſure of the Diſcourſe, 
© I ad perhaps a Friend; for Reſentment often runs 


igh upon ſuch an Occaſion. No Man loves to 

Pointed at, and Singl'd out, in diſadvantagious 

om'*Wrticulars ; but eſpecially not to have his Im- 
| er FOI perfections 
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perfections other People's Diverſion, by Repe; 
tion. Tis like pulling a Man by the Noſe, 
Rudeneſs not only Reſented by the Sufferer, hy 
by all the Company, which may happen to dray 
on a Quarrel, Even a Beggar wou'd be pr, 
vok'd to hear a Man Rally upon his Rags, de 
ſcribe his Poverty, and act the Cripple ; and in 
this Caſe, as he has Reaſon on his Side, ſo he! 
be ſure to ſhew his Rage and Revenge; He thahc C 
pulls on ſuch a Scuffle, has an unequal MatchMripr 

will meet with a Shower of Stones, and at leafWroac 
be Ridiculous, if not well Beaten. | 
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But tis Ill Nature and Irreligion, as well as [| 
Manners. Misfortunes are not to be made Spon 
nor Miſery to be Mock d. Nature teaches to Ping is 
other People's Defects, and the very Sight of Wrtilt 
diſtorted Body moves a Good Mind to Compalnt te 
ſion; a Virtuous and Pious Man can't paſs ſuc r th: 
an Object without a Sigh, nor think of em vit we 
out a Prayer. One Man's Deformity is an A atte 
monition ta Another, and ſhews our Happinelgntere 
by their Affliction. The want of Beauty, OrdaWilcoi 
and Proportion in any Humane Body, points ouffſÞewi: 
the Imperfection our Nature is ſubject to; auen 


therefore ought to ſtrike an Awe, humble ou 


Pride, and we ſhou'd cry; Lord what is Man! An 
tis ſo much better to be Taught by another Man 
Hurt, and Humbl'd at another's Coſt, than to b 
Inſtructed in Humility by our own Taſte of Mik 
ry, that we ſhou'd be Cautious how we Smile 4 
that which might, or may happen to our Selve 
And He that dont learn Modeſty and Compaſii 
by this Reflection, is Ungrateful to God and Inj 
rious to himſelf, as well as his Neighbour. H 
flights the Kindneſs of Heaven, that has let hin 
ſee what tis to be Miſerable, without feeling 1 
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he Force of Pain. Now to Mock at this Ex- 
mption, is the way to Forfeit It; and to look 
ith Scorn, and treat the Miſerable with a Jeſt, 
raw; a Provocation to Divine Juſtice, and a Man 
ay reſonably expect its Correction: For tho' 
he Mockery paſs for a Jeſt, tis a Crime, and a 


d inf®cfletion upon the Divine Power, for not ma- 


ing the Perſon more Perfect, more than upon 
tha he Object for being ſo Mean. Tis Bantering the 


atch Tripple for what He cou'd not help, and Re- 
leafWroaching Providence for what It coubd. 


bat there's another Turn and Uſe of the firſt 
2s Hf cheſe Proverbs. And don't Halt before Crip- 
pon les, imports quite another Thing: The Mean- 


Pig is, That a Man ſhou'd never. contend with an 
of 4Wictiſt in his own Way, nor pretend to Repre- 
npa ent to Another, that which he underſtands ber- 


er than Himſelf. No Man can act the Cripple 
with well as He that's really Lame; and therefore 
A attempt It, makes Him Ridiculous. Thus to 
iinelMntercain a great Man in any Art with a Mean 
rde piſcourſe upon that He is a Maſter of, is but 
s ou ewing one's own Ignorance at beſt, but is often 
ken for Conceit and Impudence, 5 
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N the Choice of our Diverſions, there ſhon MC aſc 

2 always be as much Diſtinction, as. in thibive 

Choice of Buſineſs ; every Subject won't refreliMenſ; 

the Mind, and excite Pleaſure, move the Spleaſ lea 

and (provoke a Smile; and hereupon a Man or v 

Senſe and Virtue is as much known by his Pla Have 

as by any fort of Action, or any Part of His CHO F 

racter: And on the other Hand, tis impoſſible ¶ Mrhoi 

find a more ſenſible Evidence of a Fool th om 

Laughing out of Time. He that turns all thingWare 

into Jeſt and Sport, is not a Wit but a Buffoon: Free: 

there's a multitude of Things that won't bear Mind 

Smile, indure to be Rally'd on, or be introduc'd bilo le 
way of Diverſion: A Jeſt can't be made upon en 

and let a Man have never ſo much Brightneſs ol T! 

Thought, and ready Wit, if it ben't juſtly red 

ply'd and exercisd upon a proper Subject, he! 

will appear Dull to any one that has a Taſte Man 

for the Pleaſure of a Jeſt, or Repartee, reſuli hat 


from the Propriety of the Thought, and * ju 
| e 
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adapting Words to the Nature and Conditions of 
the Thing. Nothing cou'd be more Ridiculous 
than for the Stage to preſent a Young Lady hi- 
ding her ſelf in her Father's Coffin ! Such an 
[dea is too much out of Order, Unnatural and 
orc'd, to give Pleaſure upon the Reflection. Tis 
n Impropriety, not to be conceiv'd, and the 
7ant of Probability, muſt raife Indignation ra- 
her than Laughter ;; for a Jeſt upon an undue 
ubject, loſes its Spirit, and becomes Nonſenſe ; 
xcites the Averſion of the Audience, and fixes 
the Character of Fool upon the Speaker. 


the 


0 


But in a Jeſt upon Sacred Things, there is 
omewhat worſe than playing the Fool; They 
re too high in Dignity to be touch'd without So- 
emnity and Caution. Wit and Satyr are in this 
aſe Profane, and riſe up to Blaſphemy ; they 
ire a Horror, and inſtead of making a Man of 
denſe Smile, oblige him to Tremble. Inſtead of 


ſhon'{ 
n t y 
efreſ 


ple leaſing, it Terrifies and Shocks the very Soul; 
Ian oor who can hear Omnipotency Triff'd with and 
Ph have Patience, or That that He thinks the Way to 
Cao Heaven Ridicul'd, and not Startle at the 
ble Thought on't? The Thoughts of a World to 
| thalWome are Awful, and every thing about em ſhou'd 
thingWave a proportionable Regard ; a Reverence a- 
1: FolWreeable to the great End for which they ſerve ; 


Dear | 
cdh 
II 'em 
els 


nd that Bleſſed State to which they are deſign d 
o lead Us. | | Z Leto.” 


The Injury it does any Man to Trifle with Sa- 


ly red Things, ſhou'd therefore be repreſented to 
t, Me Mind, and the Thoughts of it fix d in every 
Taſteans Boſom ; for tis ſcarce poſlible, that He 
relulWhat talks of Holy Things in Jeſt, ſhou'd have an 

* juWegard to em in Earneſt. He that Plays wit 
adap e 


3 the 
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the Holy Oracles of God, has forgot the Thun. 
ders of Mount Sinai; and that the Word of God 

was confirm'd by Miracles, and the Blood of hi 
Redeemer ! Every light Mention of Sacred Things 
lefſfens their Eſteem in the Mind, and works it up 
to neglect em; when a Thing is made common, 
its value finks of Courſe, and no Man can. in 
Earneſt believe That will Save Him which he 
\plays with every D. 
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Thus when Religion is Trift'd with, at leaf 
People don't think it any Harm to be Ignorant 
of It, and if they can't intirely throw off I; 
Principles, yet they go of Courſe into a neg. 
le& of the Practice; for when Religion is made 
Contemptible by the Jeſt and Banter of its own 
Profeſſors, what reaſon can there be to pur- 
fve its Precepts, and take Pains to be Serious and 
Pious in our Life? In ſhort, every Jeſt upon 
Things Solemn and Sacred, takes off from their 
Dignity in our Eſteem, is an Affront to God, and 
an Incouragement to all the Impieties in hs 
World! And this ſeems to be the Sentiment of U 
niverſal Reaſon ; for ſcarce any Man will om 
He Jeſts upon Religion. Infidels themſelves upo 
being Charg'd, endeavour to find an Excuſe, ant 
own it to be out of Decorum, to Sport with an) 
thing that relates to God: The poſſibility of 1 
World to come, and of Rewards and Puniſhment 
has forc'd this Modeſty upon Atheiſts ; and thok 

that have no Faith, have ſome Pretence to Good 
| Manners! ns 


But the Excuſes made for this Fooliſh Jelling 
fhou'd be Examin'd, Tis urg'd that they don 
Laſh Religion, but Humour; nor Banter, Chi 
.  Rianity, but a Set : Muſt a Phanarick not be © 
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eM 
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9s d, and a Camiſar not be Ridicul'd? Muſtn't 


zol Nonſenſe and Abſurdity be Corrected, and when 
his people make their own Religion a Jeft, muſt not 
ng; Whey be Laugh'd at? Now this looks plauſible ; 
up ut then there is infinite Danger of Exceſs ; and 
10n, Where is a much more ſuitable Diſcipline for theſe 
„in eople than the Force of a Pun, or the Sting of a 


dar! The People deſerve our Pity, not our 
Kcorn ; and our Prayers more than our Smiles: 
t may gratifie a Looſe Mind to make Sport 
ith their Errors, but 'twill never cure the Diſ- 


Tantggaſe; for the moſt Fooliſh Religion is Confirm'd 
y being Inſulted. Beſides, the moſt Ridiculous Bi- 
ie ot thinks himſelf in the Right, and for ought 
nade 


me know Believes his Reſveries acceptable to 
od, and therefore -can't but Reſent it to ſee 
imſelf Banter'd for that which he takes to be 
he beſt Action of his Life. He that wou'd liſten 
o Argument and Sober Admonition, is more 
3 in his Miſtake by Ridicule and Re- 
roach. | | | 


To Urge, as ſome do, Elijab's Mocking the Priefts 
f Baal, in Defence of our Modern Jeſters; is a Lewd 
Ipplication of the Story, for the Prophet's was a 
noft Solemn Action, and exactly ſuited to the 
Occaſion. His Sarcaſms were not only Juſt, but 
liver d with great Propriety and Strength, and 
a manner adapted to the Preſence he was In: 
was a ſtrict appeal to Heaven, and a Vindication 
W' che Divine Perfections, by reflecting on the 
\blurdity of Worſhipping a Stock; and Thus di- 
kinguiſn the Living GOD from an IDOL ! He 
vas ſure of the Divine Aſſiſtance to Countenance 
is Trampling on the Trunk of a Tree. And if 
ny Tinctures of Levity ſhou'd have faſtned upon 
he Minds of the People: The Fire from Heaven 
N 123; I 
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was at Hand to reſtore a due Reverence of God, 
and ſecure the Digatty of Religion. But this wil 
dy no Means juſtifie the Indecencies of Buffon, 
who Play with Heaven and Hell, the Saints and 
the Bible! To force the Sacred Hiſtory into ſuch 
Service, is to Abuſe it, and inſtead of Honout. 
ing, is Inſulting the Prophet! In a word, 1 
Jeſt is a very unptomiſing Means of Coriverſion! 
And tho' Popery is a moſt abſurd Religion; ye 
the way to Convert Papiſts is not by Lewd Satyr 
and Repreſenting their- Habits and Worſhip on the 
Stage. The Spaniſh Friar has confirm'd more li. 
fidels than ever it made Converts ; and Incourgt 
more Strumpets than it Reform'd Bigots. Th 
conclude, whether Religion be True or Falſe, i 
muſt be us d with Decorum. The True ſhout 
be embrac'd with the moſt Pious Affection; and 
the Falſe be rejected with Sobriety and Realoy, 
not Banter and Ridicule,  *' — 
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CxvIII. 
I's a Hard Winter when One 
Wolf Eats Another. 
When Knaves Fall Out Ho-. 
neſt Men Come by Their 
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Own. 


Ride, and the Luſt of Power, Cruelty , and 
Ill Nature, are Paſſions that Prey upon their 
own Kind. They are Reſtleſs, Impotent and Un- 
governable : By the Force of theſe, Oppreſſors are 
work'd up to a Pleaſure in doing Miſchief, and 
having no Principles of Virtue, Reſolve to grati- 
fie their Ambition, tho' it be at the Hazard of * 
their own Ruin, In this Point Tyrants are worſe 
than Wolves; for nothing but Neceflity forces 
theſe to Attack their own Species ; But Men of 
Power do it to oblige an Inſatiable Avarice, and 
deſire of Dominion. Tis falſe Ideas of Things 
that feed theſe Appetites, and make Men Haughty, 
Mercileſs and Cruel. Thus to be Abſolute, is 
thought a Felicity, tho the Independence be pur- 
chas d with the Hatred and Mifery of all Man- 
kind. Ambition can bear no Equal, for that ſup- 
poſes a poſſibility of being Rival d ; and there- 
tore Oderint dum metuant, is the firſt Principle of 
hon. . 
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Tyranny ; and every Oppreſſor pleads a Rigtt 

Paramount to tread upon lower People. Propo. 

cation is needleſs in this Caſe, for a Tyrant hx 

his Pretences ready made, and where Juſtice wil 

74 no Countenance, Power ſupplies the De. 
A 1 =? 


But III Exercis'd Power iſn't always accomyz. 
ny'd with Satisfaction. Jealouſie and Fear, Mu- 
tual Diſtruſt and Emulation among Men of An. 
bition, ſpoil the Reliſh of Tyranny. An Alliance 
between two great Powers, is extreamly difficul 
to Fix, and generally very Uncertain and Shon; 
tho they Unite to divide the Lefler Princes Do- 
minions, and join together to run down an Inno- 
cent: When that Work's over, the Spoil create 
a Feud, and the Partition brings on a Quarrel, in 
which One is devour'd by the Other. For the N.. 
tural Iſſue of this Paſſion is very often its own 
Puniſhment. Beſides, to enforce this, Heaven 
often Interpoſes, and takes Care that Vengeance 
purſue em Home. Omnipotence can't ' better 
Exert it ſelf, than in making Juſtice ſure, and 
{ſtriking them that Abuſe Power with the utmoſ 
Efforts of it. This is the Way that God thinks ft 
to give Countenance to Innocence, and Hope <> 
Protection to the Juſt, ſecures the Order of the 
World, awes the Proud, and points out the Wick- 
edneſs and Folly of Exorbitant Power: Nothing 
dan be more Fooliſh than to vex every Body about 
Us; 'tis even Forcing Mankind to be our Enemy, 
for Reſentments- are not to be Supprefs'd, when 
People are ſenſible of their Smart: Long Injuris 
raiſe the Spirits, and teach the Oppreſs d to U- 
' nite, and recover Strength, while the Tyrant 16 
ſes his Force as he becomes more Hated ; for Pou- 
er ſinks in proportion as any Man's Eſteem uy 


They that have made Advances in the World 
by the Sword, were Lov'd by the Multitude in 
the Beginning; but as ſoon as they have diſoblig'd 
by Exceſs, and plac'd their Grandeur in an Inſult- 
ing Humour, in- Rapine and Cruel Executions ; 
they have either been Over-turn'd by the Hands 
that Rais d em, or drawn on the Envy of other 


/ 


Tyrants to their Ruin. 


In either Caſe, their Fall is unpity'd ; Good 
Men look on it with Satisfaction; for in the 
Ruffle between Two Pretenders, the Right Own- 
er often finds the Poſſeſſion: In this Hope the 
Innocent look On with Pleaſure, and upon the 
Criſis are ſure to fall in with the Conqueror; for 
tho tis poflible they mayn't much mend the 
Matter in a Change, and as the Humour of 
Great Men runs may be Ruin'd by their Delive- 


Oppreſſor, prompts em to run the Hazard of 
Another. The Inference is, that Men in Power 


ſhou'd Wiſely reflect upon the True Uſe of it; 


for the more Moderate they are in their Con- 
duct, they are always the more Eaſie and Se- 
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rer; yet the Pleaſure of being Reveng d on One 
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. „ Wy elves 
IN the Uſe of General Axioms, tis eaſie enough To 4 
1 to be Deceiv'd. They have uſually two Sides, Wl +06; 
and muſt be rurn'd round in order to Practiſe, and delol 
to know the Juſt Force and Authority of em. This thers: 
is the Caſe of our Proverb : To Diſtruſt one's ovn N his Cc 
Judgment has its Inconvenience, as well as to de- The 1 
| | ms much on its Sufficiency. Some Prince have + 
have been Undone by Council, as well as by O chat a 
pinion of Themſelves ; by ſubmitting to be Lei be pe 
by Weak Favourites, or Falſe Courtiers. The Me- gore 
dium then to be obſery'd, is Nice and Difficult, Ml ou 
but not impoſſible to be found; Application ani Hume 
Care, will lead a Man of Senſe into the Diſcore i ſelf. 
ry. He that believes himſelf a Fool, certain at on 
can never be Wiſe; for tis to be preſum' d he his K. 
has Reaſon for ſo ſevere a Judgment upon Him- not la 
ſelf: If this be the Caſe, the Man has nothing iu ceptic 
do but wait till Wiſer People aſſign Him a Guar- we 1 


dian; for he can neither chooſe one Himſell, 
Judge of his own Actions, nor Determine upon 
Advice when tis given: And if the Caſe bent i 
Bad, yet for a Man always to forſake his own 
Sentiments, and move in oppoſition to his ow! 
Judgment, is to force his Reaſon, and deſtroy 
all his own Satisfaction; for He loſes the Tae 
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of having done Well, becauſe the Succeſs muſt 
de acknowledg'd to Another. Ws: 


To fix therefore the Criterion, and poittt out the 
proper degree of that Diffidence a Man ſhou'd 
always ſignifie of his own Opinion, is the Great 
Work; and to diſtinguiſh between putting our 
own Judgment under implicite Direction, and a 
regular Submiſſion to other People, demands 


Selves and Others. 


— = 


It requires almoſt as Correct a Judgment to 
chooſe an Adviſer, as to form the Advice, and 
Reſolve the Inquiry; and a Man muſt know O- 
thers as well as Himſelf, if He wou'd be Wiſe in 


The Reſult is, that our own Thoughts are to 
have their Weight, but not without Caution. He 


WF. *” > t' @&2 Oo fFlw' 
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ſelf ; for by Addreſs to Others, and Debate, he 


—— 
— 


16 
not laying too much Weight upon his own Con- 


very ſteady Obſervation and Reflection on our 


his Conduct, and be ſure of the beſt Meaſures. 


that asks Advice ſhou'd hold the Ballance, but not 
be Poſitive till he has Heard and Obſery'd the 
Force of the Council's Oppofition. Thus a Man 
ſhou'd never give up Himſelf to an Opinionative 
Humour, or an Abſolute Dependance upon Him- 


at once Rectiſies his own Thoughts, Improves in 
his Knowledge, and Confirms his Judgment: By 


ceptions ; they grow the Stronger, and become 
the more Certain Guide in the Conduct of Life. 
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P and Factions are infinitely concern 
in this Admonition. The Reflection word 
moderate their Conduct, keep em up to the Mo- 
deſty of their firſt Pretenſions, and confirm their 
Succeſs with a more Laſting Felicity. But al 
Parties being Heady and Heated, run into Exceſs: 
every thing appears to em in this Humour to be 
Lawful ; Futurity is out of Thought; the preſent 
Diſpoſition to Revenge, or Ambition, precipi- 
tates the Judgment, and Expediency and Conſe- 
' quence are never thought on. The Pleaſure d 
being Uppermoſt Infatuates, and by this Means 
the Mechods taken to accompliſh it, are not 
weigh'd with that Scrutiny and Judgment, which 
the Rebound of their preſent Ill Actions will 
force. em to when tis too late. They are for 


keeping the Ball as long as they can, but the * 
Sweets of Power and Dominion Intoxicate, and #£ 


keep em from obſerving the true Steps to ſecure 
the P oſſeſſion 4 Hence it rarely happens, os 


x 8 8 nnn num 


when their Point is gain d, they forget their firſt 
pretenſions, act over the ſame Tyranny they de- 
card againſt, or Introduce a worſe. | 


To do this, a new Countenance muſt be put 
on; and new Dangers ſuggeſted ; Neceſſity is 
trump'd up for a Plea, and the Invention Tortur'd 
for little Arts, Novel Cuſtoms and Falſe Colour; 


ſtions: And thus after all the Struggle on pre- 
tence of Liberty, They Introduce a Change with- 
out an Alteration ; remove One Ill Set of Ma- 
nagers, and introduce Another '; make a meer 
Farce of Government; a. Trifle of Laws, and a 
Fool of Property and Religion. In every Age 
Men of Deſign have play'd this Game, but rarely 
without their own Ruin. For this renders the 
Pretenders Odious, and convinces People that the 


but their Deſign was Ambition, and Power t 


the Sham once diſcover'd, provokes the Injur'd, 
and raiſes up a Faction that will Play the ſame 
Came, and turn their own Artifices upon em. 


mou d make all Parties look forward, uſe theit 
Power with Diſcretion, and do nothing to Day 
that may juſtifie their Enemies to Morrow. This 
is to make Arrows to be Shot at our Selves; for 


the Inventors. 


— Nec Lex eff Fuſtior ulla, 
| Quam Necis Artifices arte perire ſua: 


for any Cruel, Impious, or Unreaſonable Impo- 


Leaders ne're had the Publick Intereſt in view, 


Plunder, under the Notion of Deliverance ; and 
This Hint is the Intention of our Proverb, and 


tis moſt certain that little Tricks will turn upon 


There 
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There is the Juſſice of God in it, as well u Handſc 
the Conſent of Mankind; and if People will pa nourab 
a Law in Spite, or to cover an Il Deſign, 'tis of Man 
Million to One but they wiſh it had never been out Art 
done, and Live to deſire, in vain, the Repeal Mltegrity 
It. Numerous Inftances might be given of th; ling do 
upon all Revolutions; No Party ever carry| | 
High and ſhew'd an Implacable Humour, but: 
few Years has Convinc'd em of the Error, tho 
they cou'd never find the Remedy. Their Zei 
has ſet Fire to their own Houſe, and for wan 
of Caution and looking Forward, they have lai 
the Foundation of their Ruin with their own 
Hands. By this Means they diveſt themlſelye 
of their Defence, when the Tables are turn, 
and their own Engine is play d upon em; for the 
Anſwer will always be, Sauce for the Gooſe is Save 
for the Gander; and the Regret and Chagrin d 
chis, that they made a Precedent for their own 
Misfortune, provok d Puniſhment by their own 
Severity,and are now forc'd to plead thoſe Right, 
and cite thoſe very Statutes which chemſelves hal 
render'd Contemptible, or turn d into Poiſon, 
Scorpions and Scourges ; is Inſupportable. 
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This fhou'd teach Polititians to be Wary, an 
feel the Ground they are to Tread. Foreſight i 
the greateſt Blefling in the World, and the mol 
Conducive to ſecure our Happineſs. But to move 
by aur preſent Paſſion or Intereſt always is a dat 
gerous Experiment. In ſhort, to keep up to oli 
Pretenſions, manage with Equity, diſtribute Juſtice, 
avoid Innovations, treat an Enemy with Mercy, 
and keep from the Exceſſes of Faction, is not ol 
ly moſt Honourable, but moſt Safe: It ſecure 
the Peace. of our own Mind, creates a Reverend 
to our Conduct, inelines our Enemies to treat d- 
Ls e Handſome), 


| 
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Handſomely, and makes a Man's Misfortunes Ho- 
— for nothing more Engages the Eſteem 
of Mank ind t han to have been all of a Piece, with- 
out Artful Prevarication, Cruelty or Pride. In- 
tegrity can never do a Man any Hurt, nor Trick- 
ing do him any Good. c N 


3 
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r 
Tho the Maſtiff be Gentle, 
Dont Bite Him by the Lip. 


:OR, a 


Man may cauſe His own Dog 
to Bite Him. 1 


Any People provoke their own Miſery, 

and-urge on their own Misfortunes. Some- 
imes tis done by a'Jeſt, as a Man plays with a 
Dog till He bites Him; And tts eaſie to loſe a 
Friend, and make an Enemy in the ſame Way. 
The Deſign here is to Adviſe, that we ſhou'd not 
rovoke a Friend. Our Wit and Satyr is Ill plac'd 
{it dart upon him that Obliges us; the Reſent- 


ce nent will run High that is rais d by Ingratitude, 
r too familiar Liberties with our Acquaintance : 


bor tho' a True Friend bear ſome Indignities, 
re aſs by III Uſage, and forgive the Liberties he 


you'd not Incourage, rather than break Friend- 
ip for an Unlucky Jeſt, or a little Ill Uſage ; 


falls, it will Weaken or Increaſe the Zeal and 


be ſhew'd to every Body about Us; that they mij 
be always Engag'd, not only by the Terror of 


336 mea Bfoy 
et every thing is not to be Indur'd ! To be to ; 

— — — Friend, is really turning his _ 
Enemy; and Abus'd Friendſhip at length raiſy | 
the ſtrongeſt Paſſions, and turns into the ſevereſ Thi 

Diſpleaſure. But, OS 5 . 
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This Proverb is a good Inſtruction for our Coy. 
duct to our Inferiors, Clients, and Dependants ; 1 
Miſtaks in the Menage of theſe is often Fatal; 
for they ſhou'd never be provok'd by Ill Uſage 
Every Body that ſerves us will expect to be pro- 
portionably valu'd, and as our Eſteem riſes ot 


Fervour of our Servitours. For as the meanef 
Perſon may prove neceſſary to Us in Inſtances ve 
don't always Fore-ſee; ſo by good Uſage the Pev 
ple about us ſhou'd be Train'd up to a Readineſ 
to Serve, Venture, and Undertake for Us. 'Tiſnt 
only ſtrict Duty that a Man may require from 
Servant, but ſometimes He may ſtand in need of 
a Voluntary Aſſiſtance, and a ſtep out of the 
Common Way of Buſineſs, to ſave His Life ot 
Honour from the Deſigns or Attempts of His E. 
nemies. 7 Os 


For this Reaſon, Generoſity and Good Natur 
and ſome peculiar Intimations of Reſpect ſhoul 


being Diſcarded, but the Obligation of being E 
ſteem'd. Tis too late to have a Servant's Reſpes 
to court, when a Man is Attack d upon the Road 
Mankind are Corrupt, and muſt be won upon bj 
good Conduct to be ſo Generous as to Haza 
their Own Safety for Another's Benefit; and it 
the Caſe here put, the Remembrance of paſt Neg 
te& may provoke a Seryant to think this a gook 

| | Opportuni 
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Opportunity to be Reveng'd, and either ſtand 
Neuter, or join with the Rogues. „ 


There is indeed, for the moſt Part, ſome- 
what Mercenary and Mean, in not keeping up 
to one's own Character even when we are Diſ- 
abs d: Contempt, Slights, and Abuſes, ſhou'd 
never make a Man proſtitute his Virtue ; but to 
ſuppreſs Reſentment ſo far, is next to Impoſlible ! 
And beſides, there are Injuries that will juſtifie our 
not Serving the Perſon that Hurts us, tho' they 
won't Juſtifie our Revenge upon Him, or our own 
ating out of Rule; and therefore the Advice 
ere is always Seaſonable, not to tempt People's 
irtue for want of giving em Encouragement. 
Narrow Hand, and a Moroſe Carriage will ne- 
er find Votaries long, for the Rewards of any 
good Action are claim'd as a Due by Mankind, 
ind are the greateſt Preſervative from Vice, as 
well as Encouraggment to. Virtue; | 


C 
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= Marriage it owe be ſaid, for that . the b Tower 
tention of the Adage. Almoſt every Body and dt 
delights to play a little Satyr upon Matrimony, 2 __ 
if the State it ſelf were but a Jeſt, and our Fel- ler T 
city no more Concern'd in it than only to Laugh BY 1 
or Rail at one another in Couples. People ate Hobo 
unwilling to Believe, that all the Unhappineſs of MW Le ha- 
Marriage, reſults from the Ill Conduct of th 0 
Pair, not the Nature and Obligations of the 1. C A 
ſtitution; and therefore Rally upon the Condit ll * 
on, inſtead of Reflecting upon their Ill Uſe of i, = * 
tho' twas deſign d to give Humane Nature the dy f 
| 1 Satisfaction. Tis true, the Folly in the fene, 
Entrance upon this kind of Life, with an Il 3 
Choice, upon Terms of Poverty, or Unequi ok 
Character, without Diſcretion or Virtue ; wil 2 G 
diſturb our Felicity, introduce occaſions of diff H wat 
rence, excite the worſt Paſſions, ruin our Aﬀain, ue 
and deſtroy our Happineſs ; But yet if the Cot Man 


| By arn't * Fools, chis Profjok of Miſery 9 ate 
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de thrown off; all the Pleaſures of this State En- 


joy d, and the Happineſs of Both handſomely ſe- 
curd, by the After good Management of that 
which at preſent appears an Unhappy Bargain. 


Thus good Conduct in a Hosband, is both an 


Duty from a Wife. It muſt be a very Vitious In- 
clination that is not Charm'd by a Tender and 
Obliging — and Decent. Regular Addreſs ; 
for among Wiſe People, Courtſhip don't ceaſe 


with the Blefling at the Altar $4 but the Aame 


Eſteem ſhou'd be kept up by kind Action in the 
whole Life, that was profeſs'd before the Knot 
vas ty'd. If this be obſerv'd, and a Man keep up 


a Virtuous Affection, and a handſome Uſe of His 


Power, ſhew his Authority with a good Mien, 


and don't take State, and appear Fond of Superi- 


ority with an Ill Grace: It can't but have a pro- 
bportionable Happy Effect upon his Bride; let 


it can do, is, that it will leſſen his own Miſery: it 
He has made an Unhappy Choice. 


Charms of a Woman have inexpreflible Force; 
and if there be Diſcretion and Thought, will 
WW work off any Ill Humour, and give a kind Air to 


. 2 Severe and Moroſe Countenance : Juſt. Submiſ- 
ſon, Reſpect, and an unaffected Reverence, dad 
Honour for her Husband's Character and Perſon - 
1 without making too much Ado, or tempring him 


to ſuſpe her of Hypocrifie : Good Oeconomy at 


ce, and prevent Out- 


Paſlions, Abaxg their F 


Example and an Obligation to engage Love and 


Her Temper be almoſt what ic will, and the leaſt 


On the other Side, the Native Softneſs and 


Home, and a Virtuous Character and Reputation 
Abroad, cat but make a Way into the Rudeſt _ 
Man's Boſom; and if not intirely Conquer Lewd 
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rage and Severity: Unleſs the Man be a Mon. 


ſter, and has neither Senſe, Good Nature, Ciyi. 


lity, or a Concern for his own Happineſs, Thy 
the Wiſe Conduct of One Corrects the Folly 
of the Other; and the Satisfactions of Life are 
fecur'd by Prudence and Caution, but can never 
be Enjoy d without It. But to be a little more 

%%% ß 


— 
7 
- 1 


Too ſtrict an Obſervation of each others Con- 
duct, deſtroys the Happineſs of Both; it looks 
like Ill Nature, and is to be ſure an Argument of 
too little Eſteem. Pure Affection produces a Mu- 
tual Confidence which ought always to be kept 
up tothe Height; without it no Union can ſub- 
ſiſt, but we lie open ro every Temptation to 
Quarrel, which we are apt to carry too far too, 
and get out of Bounds, Truſt is built upon Reſpet, 
and increaſes in proportion to our Efteem. 80 
long as our Affection keeps under the Conduct of 
our Reaſon ; a Mutual Confidence increaſes the 
Indearment, and keeps us from an III Thought. 
But a Prying, Suſpicious Humour, is moſt Fata 
and Inconſiſtent \with che Felicities of Marriage; 
it Hurries a Couple into all kind of Extravs- 
gance, lays the Foundation of Eternal Diſcord, 
"renders every Trifling Offence Inexcuſable, and 
the leaſt Rupture Incurable ; tis the greateſt At 
front Marry'd People can offer to each other, and 
it always leaves a Scar, and Blemiſhes the Hon: 
aur both of the Guilty and the Innocent. 


But tis impoſſible to repeat all the Conſequen. 
ces of this ſtrange Fire; if it be Cheriſh'd, it 2 
once Crucifies our own Mind, and Urges on che 


very Misfortune that we are afraid of: The fu- 


ſpected Petſon will be tempted to ſhew 4 
8 2 . 
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worſt kind of Reſentment, make their Ill Treats. 


ment a Plea for their Ill Action, and by a falſe 


Notion of Honour, be Unchaſte by way of Re- 
yenge ; and tho* this don't juſtifie, but add to the 
Crime; tis both Ridiculous and Wicked, to give 
the Provocation : If the thought of this Injury; 
and fimple Apprehenſion of the Diſhonour, be ſuch 
an unſufferable Pain to the One, to be ſuſpected 
muſt be Infinitely Ingrateful to the Other; the Re- 
ſentment may be too hard for Reaſon, and ſhock 
that Virtue, that without Jealouſie might have been 
kept up in its Perfection, and ſtood all Attempts 
from Abroad, if it had not been firſt ſhaken by 
uneaſie Suſpicions at Home. Now if one of the 
Pair has Wiſdom and good Conduct, either to a- 
void this Ill Humour or conceal It; to Baniſh it, 
or take no Notice of it, the Happineſs of Both, 
thus far, is Secur'd. 1 | 


The ſame Reflection and good Menage is ne- 
ceſſary in the Government of the other Paſſions. 
But eſpecially Anger, that moſt diſturbs Us; An- 
ger ſhow'd always be turn'd off by Modeſty, and 
ſoft Returns; but where the Obligations are ſo 
High, as between the Husband and the Wife, 
the Care in this Reſpe& ought to be the greater. 
If we cant prevent the Fire, Prudence ſhou'd 
however teach us not to add to its Force by Op- 
poſition. "Tis Wiſdom here not only to know 
our own Inclination, but ſtudy the Temper of the 
Perſon to whom we are Join'd ; for nothing more 
diſcovers People's Indiſcretion, than not to know 
to what Degrees to carry their Diſpleaſure. 
There may be a pretty deal of Paſſion where 
there is no Ill Nature; and if Anger be the reſult 
of Conſtitution mbre than Deſign, this Conſide- 
ration ought to abate our Cenſure, and propor- 


in 


will be like a Stab at Heart, and tis impoſſible to 
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rtion our Return of Indignation. Hafte and 

| Paſſion muſt be treated with a different Air, 
and born with much greater Eaſe, than Moroſe. 
neſs, Pride, Malice and Ill Nature. And Peg. 
ple that muſt live together, ſhou'd always keey 
up to this Diſtinction; or elſe every Peeviſh Word 


' purſue our Life with any Satisfaction, if we fe 
no Limits to our Reſentment, or make no diff. 
rence between a Thoughtleſs, Paſſionate Expreſ. 
ſion, and a Premeditated Abuſe : And yet this i 
the Caſe of moſt Houſhold Sceuffles ; they are be. 
gun without Thought, and Reſented beyond 
Meaſure ;. by taking Notice of one Fooliſh Word, 
People draw themſelves into a Brawl, in which 
Both Parties uſe a Hundred Impertinent and Un. 
cteditable Expreſſions. r 


— 


Thus Provocation Whets the Humour, gives an 
Edge to the Satyr, and drives up to Madneſs that; 
accompany'd with Torture, Shame and Diſhon- 
our. But if either of the Parties attend to their 


own Happineſs, Reflect and Think how Ridicu- i To 
lous this Picquering is, Trifles wou'd never diſturb I Marr! 
their Satisfations ; but *they'd over-look Little upon 


Injuries, and ſuppreſs their Reſentment of the Inſtit 
_ Greateſt, not by an HI Natur'd Contempt, but from 
@ Degent and Modeſt Negledt. 


To touch therefore but upon one Inſtance I and 
more, in which-good Conduct ſhou'd particularly Wl poſit! 
he obſerv'd. A narrow, ſtingy Humour is dan- they 
gerous to a Marry'd Man's Happineſs, and cre- Indi 
gres as much Uneaſineſs as any Miſtake in our this 
Life. To keep a Woman like à Servant, not the I ſtanè 
Companion and Partner of our Joys, is to urge 


chinz 


7* . 
” * 


8 


* s © 
0 
' * 
»” ” a 4 
— 5 
we ; 
* 5 J , 7 
* p ; 
We} 
* 2 


on Curious Proverbs. RN 343 
think her ſelf Belov'd, if ſhe be Ill Us'd ; and there- 
fore can't keep up that Eſteem that is due to your 


x Perſon, when you have ſhewn too little Regard 
. WM to Hers. To be ſure ſhe that has no Share in the 
Wl [Improvement of your Eſtate ,, will Regret the 
Trouble of any Part of the Management, and 
o Wl vill be leſs concern'd to preſerve the Main, when 
+ WH deny'd Her Part of the Advantage. Hereupon 
„to Indulge a Woman a little in Ornament and 
. Dreſs, is an Obligation that raiſes Her Eſteem, 
and preſerves Her from being Tempted by Pre- 
„ ſents, to your Diſhonour and Reproach: For 
| Wl tho! there be Levity in the Sexes Love to Gaiety 
„and Appearance, tis better it ſhou'd be gratifyd 


by your Hand than any Other: Twill keep her 
Virtue in Countenance, when She don't need to 
hearken to Temptation, and render Her Inexcu- 
ſable if ſhe does ſubmit to It. A Man's Efteem to 
his Wife ſhon'd be expreſs'd ina Way ſuitable to 
her Inclinations ; but if either Party Regret each 
others Injoyments, the Uneaſineſs will affect Both. 


To conclude, Inſtead of Jeſt and Bantering of 
Marriage, a Wiſe Man ſhou'd Solemnly Reflect 
upon its Duties; the Folly is our own, but the 
Inſtitution God's. T he Infelicities of It reſult 
from the Character and Menage of the Couple, 
not from the Condition: If People will ſet Foot 
to Foot to diſpute which ſhou'd be moſt à Fool, 
and ruin each other's Virtue by a Ridiculous Op- 
poſition, III Example, and Enormous Paſſions, 

they ought to ' ſuffer the Conſequence of their 


Indiſcretion ; ſor they Forfeit the Happineſs of 


IE IT JR * 


this Inſtitution, for want of Wiſdom to U 
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Aſliſta 
„ 2 . Naters Tl f it whe 
Olicy muſt be join d to Innocence, if we will Miſca 
T paſs without Injury through the different 6x'd a 
Humours and Deſigns of the World. Every Li.. for ou 
tle Creature gives this Inſtruction, and as con- ¶ and w 
temptible an Animal as a Mouſe is, Nature ha 
taught her not to Truſt her ſelf to one Chamber: 


Ill Co 


| no G1 
A poffibility of being ſurpriz d, ſhou'd always Step! 
oblige us to look by what Means we may ſecure Ml avoid: 
our Retreat. There's no Condition, High ot our 8. 
Low, but Attempts are made upon it from one Wl our R 
Quarter or another; and therefore every Body is ll and | 
concern d in this Admonition, and ſhou'd pro- cover 
vide fer the Worſt, tho' the Beſt will look to it 


| ſelf.The better Foundation an Affair is fix d on, te II. 
| more eaſily it will paſs on; and every. one wou'd Ml a Ma 
deſire, not only Succeſs. in our Conduct, but Plez- the 
ſure in the Management : And this Can't be with: ff that 

out' putting our Affairs upon inch. a Bottom, + Ml withi 

. that they may bear a Shock, and if one Support not 
De ſtruck away, may however keep up 15 7 Hazg 
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Defect be made good. The Rules in every Caſe 
can't be particularly offer'd, for al Menage turns 
upon the Nature of the Affair, and the Condition 


and Circumſtances of Things; but General Hints 
are Serviceable, and therefore let's Improve upon 


theſe a little. 


T. Foreſight and Contrivance in the Beginning 


of an Affair, when we come firſt into Play, and 
form our firſt Deſign is abſolutely neceſſary ; for 
withoyt this 'tis impoſſible to fix Right, and lay 
things together, ſo that One may Aſſiſt and Sup- 


port Another. A Blow made at us can't be Ward- 


ed off if we don't expe& and look for it ; this 


Circumſpection is a kind of Proviſion, and by. the 


Afiiſtance of it we preſerve our Deſign or relieve 
ir when tis ready 10 ſink. That tis poſſible to 


Miſcarry, ſhou'd never be out of Thought, but 


fixd as a Firſt Principle in this Part of Philoſophy ; 
for our own Sufficiency may be eaſily Over-rated, 
and whenever tis fo, it brings on a Multitude of 
Il Conſequents ; for to have no Fear is to have 
no Guard; and no Proſpect of Danger is the firſt 


Sep into Misfortune: The Miſchief becomes unt 
avoidable by Security, which puts the Means of 


our Safety out of our Head ; arid we ſhall have 
our Retreat to deſign when we are hardeſt Preſs'd, 
and ſhou'd be actually in Motion, and can't re- 
cover Time to order It in the beſt Method. 


- II. Our Reſerve muſt be kept out of Sight; for 
a Man may be Undone by his Enemies knowing 


the Strength and Method of his Pefence: He 
that opens his Breaſt and ſuffers Another to get 
within Him, . ſhall be almoſt ſure to be Foil'd, if 
not Thrown, out of the Ring. *Tis too much 
Hazard to let che World chooſe what Lock 1 
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weill of Us; for in the firſt Guard is our ſieſt De. 
fence.; and ſince we muſt be forc'd to Scramhje 
even for ones Own, He's the Wiſeſt and mof 
Fortunate that has moſt Art and Activity min 
with his Innocence and Honour: If the Way t 
Preſervation be not Open, or we find our ſelves 
attack d on One Side, we muſt.beat out Ano. 
- ther ; but tis beſt to have it ready made, and e. 
ſcape by Contrivance and Deſign, rather than 
Hazard and Chance: But ene Scheme muſt 
be Conceal'd, that it mayn t be Counter-work c 
and our Enemy let in by the very Means we pro- 

pos d to keep Him ut. 
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III. Whatever we Depend on ſhou'd be at on | 
Command. Foreign Aſſiſtance is ſubject to mi- 
merous Inconveniencies; Delay and Change a 
Inclination make it Uſeleſs ; and not to be certain 
of an Aid, ſometimes proves worſe than to hare 
been intirely without Hope of It. The expes 
tion of Succour has ſo fix d our Affair, that i 
can't be Recover'd if there be never ſo little Dif 
appointment ; and tis better never to have had 
Hope than to be Deceiv'd. Our Seconds there. 
fore ſhou'd fall in of Courſe, without having theit 
nſtructions to receive upon the Turn of the A. 
Cion; nor ſhou'd we ever permit our Affairs to 
lie at the Mercy of other Peoples Reſolution, 


Fly 
1 


$ 


Humour or Caprice. 
IV. All our Fortunes ſhou'd never be ventur 
_ in one Bottom. This is the open Intention of 
the Proverb, and à very Seaſonable Inſtruction; 


for Avarice is Blind, both Miftakes and Ruins out Very t 
Intereſt ; it Impoſes upon the Judgment, and es in t i! 

| Cites our Expectation to too great a Height, ani pcarar 
ie always attended with this Infelicity, chat our nd on 
LEW... | Patiena 
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Patience ſinks upon Diſappointment, in propor- 
tion to the Exceſs of our Hope, and the Promiſes 
we made to our ſelves. Now tho' it's Prudence 

co attempt an Improvement of our Eſtate , tis 

roly not to conſider how much we ſhou'd hazard 
at a Time. Tis better to make ſmall Returns, 
and grow oppulent by Degrees, than leave our 
ſelves but one Chance, when we know how many 

Blanks there are to a Prize. To act Safe ſhou'd 

be the great Rule, and tb do this we muſt Re- 

ſerve One Part of our Stock, to Relieve the Miſ- 

carriage of the Other. 2 
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N the Choice of Pleaſures we ſhou'd always 
call in our Diſcretion, and determine by 


of Wudgmentz and a. fair Compariſon of One Thing 1 
}; ith Another. Tis eaſie to be Surpriz d, for e- 1 


ery thing that ſtrikes the Mind with Delight, 

ſnt indeed worth our Purſuit. Shew and Ap= 

ane [a a great way, affect at a Diſtance, 

ad on 2 Suddain, but loſ their Force when the? 
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come Nigh, and are ſtript of their Colour and 
Dreſs: But real Felicities will bear a Search, and 
endure the exacteſt Diſtinction and Review ; the 
more they are inquir'd into, they Heighten and 
Increaſe the Satisfaction. Beſides, tis fo eaſe 
to Miſtake, and get an Ill Reliſh, and the Error 


Promil 
that W 
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The 
ſo Dangerous, that to be ſure our Care and Ex: il cor ſe 
amination is neceſſary; for tho' Pleaſure and Miſery 
Pain are extreamly Diſtant in their Nature, and ry Re: 
Operation upon us, yet they follow each other M buy R 
very eloſe; they make Way for one another, and N fortur 
add Force to each others Impreſſions upon our the C: 
Mind; while we purſue the One, and think to hav 
we can't miſs Pleaſure, we meet the Other, WMFfcen 
and the Diſappointment increaſes the Pain: Ou wine, 
Il Conduct aggravates the Misfortune, and we he fi 
at once have the Loſs and the Puniſhment. little r 

EO 8 J))%%%% 
Por this Reaſon, we ſhou'd always obſerve our l:ccou: 
preſent Inclination with a Reſpe& to Futurity I ſhort, 
and Conſequence. The firſt: Titillation of the Wmany 
Fancy, or pleaſing Senſations in our Boſom, ar cf Sen 
often too Strong and Unruly, throw the Mind in Wifthe ot! 
to a. Hurry, and ſhut out Conſideration ; and and M 
therefore ſhou'd be always under Suſpicion. There lnfect 
can't poſſibly be any Harm in Reining in ant cand. 
giving a Cheque to our firſt Deſires ; and the : 
Warmer and more Vigorous they are, the mor No! 
need to be ſure there is of Regulation: Maiing ſtance 
à ſtand in time is the beſt way to ſecure our De ting 
fence ; for tis always a ſign of Weakneſs to be Conie 
impatient of Rule. Beſides, ſtrong Paſſions at ¶ſhou'd 
not only the Sign, but the "Cauſe of a WelBRicab 
** gment; for they interrupt the Operation ol hief, 
Reaſon, hinder a View of Things as they ' are; our P 
And how ſeldom do Things prove, upon Exper Bo opf 
enge, what we fancy d em in Proſpect, and tie Wency 
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Promiſes we made our Selves: In a word, He 
chat wou dn t be deceiv'd by His Paſſions, muſt 
arm Himſelf upon their very firſt Motion in His 


The next thing is to form a Judgment of the 
Corſequence ; the Reſult of ſome Pleaſures are 
Miſery, and He that Laughs to Day, for that ve- 
ry Reaſon will Cry to Morrow, Who wou'd 
buy Repentance ar the Expence of his Reaſon, 
Fortunes and Reputation? and yet this is often 
the Caſe! To inſtance in the Vices that ſeem 
to have the greateſt Charms, and are moſt in the 
Eſteem of Mankind, Ambition, Women, and 
Wine, are attended with innumerable Miſchiefs. 
The firſt indeed looks molt like Virtue, and is a 
little more Refin'd than Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
dom; but its Dangers are great, the Hazards un- 
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u W:ccountable, the Iſſue uncertain, the Fruition 
hort, and che End Miſery and Contempt. So 
e many have bought Honour too dear, that a Man 
re 


of Senſe ought to ſtartle at the Purchaſe ; but for 
the other Two the Evils of em are both Natural 
ind Moral ; the Mind and the Body are equally 

nfected; and . beſides the Poverty and Dileaſes, 
candal is added to the Account. 


i Now, the Inſtruction here, is to keep a Di- 
N ſtance from Pleaſures that are never without a 
2 


ting; and to that End to look forward upon the 


be Conſequence of Things. To Enforce this, we 
ar ſbou'd obferve, that Conſideration is a very Pra- 
* ticable Virtue, and *tis eaſie to avoid the Miſ- 
| dl 


hief, if we move by our Judgment more than 


rc; our Paſſions. The Natures of Virtue and Vice are 
em o oppoſite, that tis eaſie to diſcover their Ten- 
15 lency and End: But on Suppoſition that it were 
ul 915 ; : 1 9 
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not eaſie to make our Choice well, and diftin. dition, 
guiſh between One and Tother ; the bare pof. Pride, 
bility of doing Ill ſhou'd be our Caution, and of Che 
keep us from an Action that has the appearance ll Tende 
of Sin and the poſſibility of Miſery ; which vil t does 


always keep a Man in Countenance, and fe but the 

from Shame and Regret . e 

; 725 | 225 „„ ; Man s 

. 5 | On culous 

NAN TEES wes NN OO eee ee DRE FITS — our Fc 
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e Other 
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Near is my Shirt, but nearer 15 mils 

my Skin „„ 980 5 theref 
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; ; 5 O R, ble the 
Charity begins at Home. muſt b 
4 1 F = Fa run ſo! 
5 * A N exact Conduct and Medium in our Ad- nd T 
on,, is the Perfection of Virtue. To key) of. 5 


up to this, a Man muſt not only admire Nabel 
Virtue, and be appriz'd of the Nature and genen 
Obligation to do This or That; but the Circum 
ſtances of Things ſhou'd come into View, and ou 
5 r Fortunes, Relation and Cha. 

racter, from whence This or the Other particular 

Obligation reſults, be brought into the Account to 

determine our Deſign, Purpoſe and Managemen 
Charity is a very bright Virtue : Tis Love and 
Goodneſs in our Boſom, and Beneficence an 
Kindneſs in our Action; but that which wou 
be Noble and Generous in one Perſon or — 
OT Hg ai © e100 
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dition, may be Raſh, Indiſcreet, or even Vanity, 
pride, or Prodi gality in Another. For tho the Law 
of Charity requires the ſame Love and Affection, 
Tenderneſs and Pity in every Man's Boſom, yet 
t does not oblige to the ſame Degree of Bounty; 
but the Diſtribution muſt be govern d by our Ca- 
pacity and Condition. Tis Weakneſs when any 
Man's Aﬀe&ions conquer his Reaſon, and Ridi- 
culous to ſuffer a Generous Inclination to exceed 
our Fortune. Tis better to Give than to Receive, 
but yet tis Madnels to give ſo much Charity to 
Others, as to become the Subject of it our Selves. 
Indeed the Caution don't appear fo neceſſary; 
rery few need the Bridle in this Caſe : But a Mo- 
raliſt muſt be juſt to His Argument, and keep up 
the Diſtinction between Virtue and Vice; and 
therefore in this the Medium muſt be inquir'd in- 
to, for there is always Danger wherever tis poſſi- 
ble there may be Exceſs. 1 


Now, beſides the Obligation to this Duty, it 
muſt be acknowledge d, there is an Obligation to 
run ſome Hazard in the Performance of It. Love 
and Tenderneſs won't permit a Good Man al- 
ways to make a ſtrict Computation; the Notions 

ff Generoſity are Large, and the Affection of a 
ood and Pious Soul won't indure too ſtraight a 
onfinement. The Motions of Compaſſion in 
dur Boſom, ought to be cheriſh'd by the frequent 


Our ol  DY 

aud generous Exerciſe ; and where there is no 
u enture, twill be difficult at leaſt co make out 
- ur Pretence to Generoſity. To be ſo Nice as to 


ring every Mite to Account, is a kind of Bar- 


uin ining with Providence for the Bleſſings He has 
and 'romisd, and Inſiſting upon a Quid pro. quo with 


dur Creator; but a Generous Mind, and a Cha- 
able Heart, don't keep ſo much 3 
„„ 1 erve 
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ſerve : Gives Unſight and Unſeen, and Truſts th; 
Divine Goodneſs Wy the Return, who never ne. 
glects the Account. Caſt your Bread upon the Vi 
ters q Give @ Portion to Seven and alſo to Eight, is the 
Inſtruction of Infinite Wiſdom, and muſt impor 
both the Chearful Diſtribution, and the Generous 
Hazard we are oblig d to in the Practice of fo Fx. 
cellent and neceſſary a Virtue. Timidity and 
Caution is a Degree of Regret, and if it be cr: 
ry d too far, abates the Fervour of a Good Inten- 


| It. 

tion: In this Humour People are apt to cool too 1 
faſt; as che firſt Aﬀeetions Sink, che Heart har fg 
dens, and in too nice a Debate between thi — 
World and that to come, the Love of Mone) ins 
may get the better of Us! For this Reaſon we Wi. , 
ſhou'd endeavour to keep up the Diſpoſition to are; 
| Love and Goodneſs, by Cheriſhing the Inclins- WF gie 
tion and giving Check to every Thought that WF © 
wou d Stifle or Extinguiſh fo good a Motion. WR 
But however, a Man muſt not Baniſh his Di. < * 
cretion, and turn Virtue into Vice, for want df . 
Prudence. The Widow that Gave all tbat ſhe bu Bi. inſil 
was a great Example; but it had ſomewhat pe: e vrof 
culiar In it. Iis a Council of Perfection, aui Monde 
muſt be rank'd among thoſe Rules of which t y whs 
ſaid, Let him that can Receive It, Receive It; bit edpe t 
was never intended for a Conſtant and Perpetul init 
Obligation. Charity it ſelf wou'dn'r 2 ng fir 
| . Lovelyif it were thus particularly Bound ; am He I 
tis perhaps for this Reafon we have no —— of his 
| Rule for the Quota we Owe the Poor. Tis lei Mut De 
Free and Undetermin'd for an Experiment of out by v 
 .  Goodnelſs,, and that a Voluntary opening ol en, a1 
Hand, more or leſs, might be an Inſtance of ou Ian h. 
Love, and appear to be the pure Reſult of ol Forld, 


Affection and Good Nature, Conſtraint lan 


\ 
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he Virtue, as 4 Free-will Offering heightens the 
Value of the Preſent. Sometimes it thay become 


to divide! the Laſt Six-pence; an Occaſion 
ay preſent that may demand even more than we 
ue; but we are left to judge of theſe Caſes by 
eule of Diferetion, and are bound to weigh 


he Action before we do It. 


8 2 5 TSR 17 4 = : . x 2 I £ , i 3 
In the mean time, Juſtice is to be eſteem'd Sa- 
red, as well as Love; and we Owe a great deal 


"Who It. This is of two Sorts, and reſpects both 
er Selves and Others; every Man is bound to 
1 Himſelf as well as his Neighbour; and tis 


mpoſſible for Nature to forget the Obligation. 
Dur own Wants pinch the Hardeſt, and He that 


bot think of this before Hand, will feel the 
" orce of em when he has put it out of his Power 
a o give himſelf Eafe. To give away All, tempts 


enſure and Ingratitude; the World will judge 
poverty both the Effet and the Puniſhment of 
he Folly ; and even the People Reliev'd will be 
apt to forget the Bounty, and upbraid the II 
onduct. But this Exceſs is ſo Rare, it need t 
e inſiſted on at Large, and the Caution muſtn't 


1 de preſs d fo far as to do Miſchief. The Rule is, To 
5 onſider, how much Providence has given, and 


y what proportion of Charity we ſhou'd acknow- 


1 edge the Bounty of Heaven. Our own Family; 
2 TY * * 0 | 3 | | * 9 2 „ | SES: 
« -ignity, Character, and Probable Futurities, be- 
rs firſt Confider'd, our Alms arè to ariſe ont of 
ebe Surplus: He that can keep up to the Duties 


o his Station, and paſs through the World with- 
ut Dependence, ought to Regret no Opportuni- | 
y by which he may exprefs his Gratitude co Hea- 
en, and his Goodneſs to Mankind; for ſuch a 
Man has the Summum Bonuni, poſſeſſes the whole 
Vorld, and is not only at Liberty to Give, but 
, 


* 


oblig d to be Liberal and Generous. Gratitude ( 
Providence preſſes to the Duty in this Caſe, ani 

the Pleaſure of our own Enjoyment prompts to — 
Generous Pity of all that are in Want : But whey 

- our own Condition is Dependant, our Fortunes 
narrower than our Obligations to Juſtice ; oy 
Charity muſt be confin'd to our Deſire, and our 
Inclinatiqn to Love and Goodneſs is taken for thei DO 
Act; for our Debts muſt be Paid before we gin 

ihne o. mea ne ue 


But Charity begfhs at Home, has another De. 
ſign, it reaches all that are near us in the fi 
Place. Tis very odd to Build an Hoſpital for 
Strangers, and leave a Brother, a Kinſman, or 
Friend, to Poverty, and the Mercy of the World; 
for tho, an Indian is a Neighbour and a Brother 
when he comes in our Way, yet People nearer 
us command our firſt Service. The Obligation 
of Nature and diſtint Alliance, are Prior t0 
Common Society, and the diftant Relation we 
have to Adam. We are brought by Providence 
into Incloſure, and our firſt Care ſhon'd be to 
preſerve It. Hence our Country, : Vicinity and 
Family are Intitl'd to our firſt Reſpe& and Care: 
He that neglects the neareſt Obligations wil 
ſoon forget the more Remote; and tho a Mat 
may eafily Love Himſelf too much, yet he's ob 
lig'd to look firſt at Home, and ſhew his Benet 
cence, where Nature, Marriage, and Religiot 

demand It. 85 $9227 ee JET l TEES Fs ul 


7 f a * — » 4 9 1 4 ? 7 PR a 
* 1 . "= . > f . 4 8 * 1 1 1 . 
Genn HOT I) ile. cis. 
* 0 1 * 


| 99,04 . I 
1 1 4 4 4 * TREES * ; * IF + ; 
4 ®« *. * * . "y * 4 1 a . 
| 8 ' . — 4 * * i 8 I 
. c . Te. ” & 1» * 0 * » ». ods # 1 8 * = 44 * 1 * « ; f 
AKT N „ » 7 4” + #3 13 r I nee 5 5 
* * be o 4 1 l ah 0 0 F 3 > I 4 ©, „ ** * 3 r Fiat J > Wo “ 4 $ * 5 4 8 4 : % 1 ” 1 , 
. Now f we 8 >. 
DO TT TEN an Dy RENT 
3 err ent 4 Arn X 
4 S „ %; + oy * x — IS © + 4 * \ * 5 Kt & we” # ov $ 4 of I . K 0 8 > 
"Fon, *. 5 * Ih P Fun 4 tn 1 : $ : 3 1 
. | of W 45 e \ j pe * 5.4 & 0 A % * * ö e #1 + 3 ; 
5 5 2 — 4 , Caf 


ak 2 a 
„ 1 d * 
N , 94 a 14 * XV 4 9 3 f 
70 Wet 5 59 "4 * - 4 'Y - 4 4 F KY *%; ay « X of . (e F 3 1 * F * ; * 7 7 ps 4 
3» 787} . 1 8 * W * * Z * 8 4 a+”. 3.14 Lad 1 4 1. 4 Ty 8 ks 7 n 
4 , Tl i Abt 
oy 


\ 
8 


tt 

nd ASS . 
en | 8 N 

A ot 4 i Pl] CXXVLI 2135) 

ur CC Po 319 23 7 JIE 3 * 
Don't Scald your Lips in Ano- 


ther Man's Pottage : 


f e AN; 1-OR; 1 
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u Fools will be Medling. 

15 His Proverb is very much to the Putpoſe; 
wi the Deſign extreamly Uſeful, and the Ar- 
5 gument to enforce the Admonition is Senſible and 
o rong. The Vice here pointed at, is a Prag- 
vel matical, Buſie Humour, that's Troubleſome and 


Odious ; Ungrateful to Others, and Dangerous 


au pertinent ,, who always draws Reſentment 
rend Ridicule upon Himſelf, by Medling where 
wü nie has nothing to do: Services unask'd are 
rarely acceptable, and loſe their Grace by being 
ry Offer'd ; but when they are Forc'd upon a Man 
ef and he can't help being troubl'd with other Peo- 
ion ble's Councils and Management; it provokes be- 
yond Meaſure, the Rudeneſs is Inſufferable, and 
the Buſie Fool becomes our Averſion! The direct 


Cauſe of this — is an Immoderate Opinion of 


a Man's ſelf ; fore that iſn't ſenſible of his own 
* Weakneſs is always Aſſuming and Forward: Be- 
" {cauſe che World don't ſee theſe People's Suffici- 
ency, they fancy tis obliging to recommend their 
Aﬀiſtance, tho at the Time they endeayonr to 
I SY EL 
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to Our Selves. Every Body hates an Inquiſitive 


1 


256 Moral Es 
ſhe w their Capacity, they expoſe their Ignorance, 
and meet with Diſgrace. Good Nature can't be 
an Excuſe here, for this without Diſcretion is th 
Deſtinction of a Fool?! 


duct, 
it may 
give 
is Fr 
Caſe 1 
Hohou 
leaſt 1 
here 2 
1 Man 
here 
lunteel 
HUMal 
[hip m 
hen it 
ance t 
its of 
lone, 
and u 
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higher 
YrOPOt 
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oural 
DC pro 
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But beſides, there's 4 great deal of Malice ſome. 
times in Medling with other Folks Buſineſs : Tit. 
_ tle Tattle, and Cenſure, are not always the Ne. 
ſult of Weakneſs, but Deſign ; tis to Spy a Faul 
and purſue Revenge, that makes ſome People ſo 
eager to Serve, and deſirous to be Imploy'd in 
your Affairs. Hereupon to be Safe, a Man nuf 
be upon his Guard, keep his Intention out of 
Sight, and the Conduct of his Buſineſs as much 
to Himſelf as is poſſible. Pretenſions to Friendſhip 
and Zeal for our Intereſt, may very fairly by 
ſuſpected, and handſomely put off till the Perſon 
is a little known, and the Reaſon of ſo much 

 Obſequiouſneſs better underſtood. But the De- 
| ſign here is to teach us to Abhor this Vice in 
our Selves, more than to Arm us againſt it in C. 
thers. To this purpoſe the Folly is Repreſented, 
and the Danger of it ſet in View; For a Buſe- 
body burns his own Fingers: He that has the 
Itch of Talking and Medling in Other Peoples 
Buſineſs, draws Himſelf into a fhare of the Mit: 
fortunes ; the Ill Succeſs ſhall- be ſure to be laid 
at his Door, and the Miſcarriage plac'd to hi 
Account. Thus Diſgrace is the Punifhment at 
leaſt, and if there be no worſe Conſequence, 


tlie Officious Impertinent ſhall be Scouted for 


7 
- 


n 


\ To come a little nearer to the Deſign. Thi 
main Inſtruction is, never to engage in othet 
People's Intereſts to our own Prejudice. He tit 
takes another Man's Part, . and defends his 2 

2 n 10 
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duct, muſt expect to have the ſame Enemies, and 
it may be ſome worſe Treatment! His Zeal will 
gire Offence, and draw the Envy defign'd for 
is Friend upon Himſelf, and therefore in this 
Caſe He is Concern'd to be ſure the Cauſe is 
Hohourable and Juſt, and the Conſequence, at 
leaſt in probability, Eaſie and Safe. *Tis true, 
here are ſome Exceptions in the Laſt Point, and 
a Man is obligd to run Hazards for a Friend: 
here is a Time to offer Service, afliſt as a Vo- 
junteer, and throw in Aid unaskd : Common 
Humanity ſometimes obliges to It, and Friend- 
ſhip makes it a Duty never to be declin'd ; but 
hen it muſt be done with Decency and Attend- 
ance to the Occaſion ; the Perſon, and the Me- 
its of the Caſe : The Good or Hurt may be 
lone, muſt alſo be brought to a Ballance ; 
ind we ſhou'd be ſure to move by our Judg- 
ent not our Paſſions: Zeal is apt to riſe 
higher than Reaſon, and the Miſchiefs of it are 
roportionable to the Indiſcretion : To One In- 
lance that a Man ſuffers by a Prudent and Ho- 
ourable Concern for à Friend, there are Ten to 
de produc d that have been Ruin'd by a Ridiculous 


Buſie Impertinence. 


3 
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Dignity and Fortune: If the two firſt are no 


dur Purpoſe. A Train is deſign d for Dignity, 


358 Moral Ee 
2 to Chal 
Office: 


Inſigns 
Mankir 


* 8 1 


” | | CXXVII. mong 
"B+: . | e | 8 of Virt 
Don't make your Tail Broader k. 
than your Wings. 


But 
Pomp 
of Pro 
gure, 
Scorn, 
it is A 
Pride 
Mana; 
pularit 
the M 
Judgm 
ceive 
there's 
much 
excite 
Vexat 


J 15 2 7 
O R, 


Keep no more Cats than wil 


Catch Mice. 


EO and Attendance have a Signiffcan. 
L. cy in Life and Buſineſs; but tis ſubordinate 
to the End, and muſt be agreeable to Charader, 


Conſider'd, it's Ridiculous, and if the laſt be 
neglected, the Eſtate muſt ſuffer by the Expency, 
and Appearance will ' deſtroy the Subſtance that 
| thowd ſupport and keep it Up. The Inſtr 
ction therefore of theſe Proverbs is of great Me. 
ment; the Quality and Number of People about 
Us is of too much Conſequence to be heedlely 
paſs d over. fs | 


Now, the Nature and End of the Buſineſs is the 
Rule of the Quality, but our Figure and Fortune 
muſt determine the Number and Ornament d 
our Servants; The Exceſs or Defe& put us out 
of Decorum, diſcredits our Character, or difſerv: 


to conciliate Eſteem and Reſpect, to add a Luſ 
7 : N 
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to Character, and repreſent the Solemnity of an 
Office: Scarlet and Furs, and the Ornaments and 
Infigns of a Family, ſtrike upon all Degrees of 
Mankind, and hold up Diſtinction and Honour a- 
mong em; they are either Signs of the Rewards 
of Virtue, or Significant Motives to It; and if 
they are kept up.to in their proper Decency, ſe- 
cure from Inſult and Contempt. FL 


But if they are IIl- ſuited, or Ill-ſhewn, if the 
Pomp exceed the Character, and be carry'd out 
of Proportion, it takes off from a Man's true Fi- 
gure, makes him look Leſs than He is, excites 
Scorn, and courts the Odium of the World: For 
it is an III ſet-out Ambition, and argues more 
pride than either our Fortunes or our Senſe can 
Manage. To appear ſo much in Love with Po- 
pularity, ſhews Affectation, and is Complimenting 
the Mob for Applauſe, by expoſing # want of 
judgment; and even the Rabble will eaſily per- 
ceive the Weakneſs : For tis Natural to Gueſs 
there's a want of Merit in People that take ſo 
much Pains to fet themſelves : off. The Vanity 
excites Cenſure, and the Expence and Trouble, 
Tension 8 
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He that makes Himſelf a Oberz 
ſhall be Eajen, by che yal. 


Umility is a very great Virtue, an Or 
1 1 nament to the greateſt Dignity, and gives 
Reputation and Eſteem tothe Meaneſt. Ti, im. 
poſſible to ſpeak too much in its Favour, and the 
difficulty we find in fixing it upon our Minds, be- 
cauſe we are inclin'd to Opinion and Pride in Our 
Selves, Is an Admonition to Us to give as much 
Incouragement as poſſible, to Principles that 
tend to Leſſen our Conceit, and take down ont 
Pride: But yet tis poſſible, even in this Caſe, t 
Over- do and Loſe the Virtue, while we attempt 
the Practice of It. We are taught therefore i 
this Proverb, to keep up the Diſtinction between 
Humility and Baſeneſs, Modeſty and Cowardice: 
For Innocence muſt be Supported and Succour' 
by Wiſdom and Courage, or it will be exposdt 
Oppreſſion and Scorn. Submiſſions out of Cha. 
racter and below the Diſtinction Providence h 
put us In, often betray us to Contempt, and pro- 
vohke Injuries rather than prevent em: Thus Peo- 
ple court Inſults, and by ſtooping out of Seaſon, 
ſuffer Abuſes they might avoid: III Men alway; 
make their Advantage of the Modeſty of chem 
they deſign to Ruin, and where they fear no Op- 
poſition, ſcruple no Injury. - But the Great Thing 
is to be Juſt and Impartial in the — i 
3 ; 5 e , 4 f 
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for all Virtue touches on each Hand upon ſome 
Vice, and the Rules to judge it by muſt be as 
exact as we can. To purſue this to Particulars, 


I. A Low, Servile Inclination, is Vicious in its 
Nature and Conſequence. It prepares the Mind 
for an Ill Impreſſion: He that has no Notion of 
Honour, nor Ambition to be Eſteem'd for a Good 
Action, will eaſily be urg'd to a Bad One. The 
Authority of Example, or the Influence and Mo- 
tion of People big enough to Fright Us, are too 
great a Temptation to a Mind ſo much Humbl'd, 
25 not to dare to judge for it ſelf, or act by its 
own Sentiments. It requires a Generoſity and 
Freedom of Mind to be Good; far Virtue is im- 
practicable by a Slave, whoſe Soul is Broke by the 
Servitude of his Body: Ahd where ſo Baſe a Tem- 
per has the. Poſſeſſion, the Man can neither do 
Good to Others, nor defend Himſelf: But then, 


* 


II. Humility is never Forward and Pretending ; 

for it Reſults from a Juſt Knowledge, or a Suſpi- 
cion of One's Self : When a Man is ſenſible of 
his Defeats, and yet is Aſſuming, tis Impu- 
dence ; and if he be but Suſpicious of his Capa- 
city, tis Folly to Pretend, or Undertake : The 
Knowledge we have of our ſelves, ſhou'd be our 
Rule; and as we ſhou'd take Care of too big an 
Opinion of our own Capacity or Conduct; ſo a 
Man of Senſe will be Cautious how he expoles 
either to Cenſure, by going out of his Depth. 
An Enemy may be provok'd by our Pretences as 
much as our Sheepiſheſs ; only in the One Caſe 
his Injuries appear more Defenſible than in the 
Other, and will be look'd on as a juſt Correction 

of our Preſumption, rather than Injury and Wrong. 

A Man therefore that wou'd Reſerve his Right 
E 1 — 0 
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of his Being, do the Duties of his Station, keep 


to Safety from Other's Pride, muſt not by a pre. 
tending Humour, ſhew his Own. | 


III. Tis a Part of this Virtue to be ſenſible of 
Dependance and Obligations, Superiority in Dig. 
nity or Merit, Gratitude and Modeſty are the 

Effects of Humility, and Inſeparable from It: Not 

to own a Benefit muſt be Ingratitude or Pride, 

and tis often the Reſult, of Both: But acknow- 
ledgment, and a ſenſe of the Obligation, ſe 
us Off to Others, and are a Satisfaction to Ones 

Self. Tis Pride and Ill Nature that makes People 

Envy Superior Merit; for not to Reſpect it when 

we lee it, is Malice, and if we don't ſee it, tis 

Conceit: The Opinion of our own Abilities 

blinds the Mind and exalts the Paſſions ; but an 


Humble Mind is pleas'd with Another's Deſert, 


and delights in its Praiſe, 


IV. Both Equal and Inferior Characters to our 
Own,command our Eſteem, and oblige us to Affa- 
bility and Acts of Service and Reſpect. A Man is to 
ſtoop to do Good and ſhew his common Regard 
to Mankind by Univerſal Civilities and Kindneſs 
A Haughty Air and Diſdain in the Countenance, 
provokes Laughter in Some, and Revenge in O- 
thers; tis Odious to inſiſt upon Title, and de- 


mand Reſpect tho it be due; Sometimes Privi- 


ledge mult be wav d, and Neglect be born with- 
out Reſentment: The Ballance ſhou' d be caſt on 


the right®Side, and to appear too Self-denying, i: 


better than Infolence and Affectation: If a Man 
can paſs thro' the World Secure, anſwer the End 


ußp his Intereſt, and Injoy the Satisfaction of a 


Well-fpent Life, He needn't be Solicitous about: 
_ Compliment and Addreſs ; but wow d oe 
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be a Degree or too below his Merit, rather than 
run the Hazard of a High Station, and a Great 
Fall. e 7 WY SO ane 


But no Rules of this Virtue croſs upon our 
proverb; for there can be no Obligation to be a 
Coward. Humility may be Miſtaken as well as 
other Virtues, and Seaſon and Circumſtances are 
to be conſider d; our own Character muſtn't be 
Sunk, nor-our Liberty and Fortunes Expos'd by a 
Pretence to Grace. Every Man ſhou'd keep up 
Spirit enough to be ſenſible of Injury, know his 
Right, ſupport his Reputation, and make an E- 
nemy ſtand off. "Tis a common thing for ſome 
People to Preach up Humility upon Deſign, and 
make your Submiſlion acceſſary and aſſiſtant to 
their own Avarice, Ambition and Pride. Now, 
here a Wiſe Man ought to Aſſume a little, 
make as good a Figure as he can, and put on as 
much Greatneſs of Mind as the Occaſion -re- 
quires ; for He that makes himſelf a Sheep ſhall 
be Eaten by the Wolf. ; SN 1 
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ſome Rub. e 


His Proverb is Hebrew, and accordingly ve- 

| ry Grave, and Solemnly Inſtructive. is 

a very Serious Admonition, and is deſign'd to 
abare our Love of this World, and point ont 
the Mixture of Good and Evil, that by the Or- 
der or Permiſſion of Providence is in It. The 
Order of Things is fix'd by a Divine Power, and 
the Concurrence of Inferior Cauſes anſwers ex- 
actly to the Original Deſign. All the Wheels are 
in Motion at once, perform their Office, and 
turn up Good and Evil in their Courſe : For 
Things are not Govern'd by Fate, but as every 
Creature has a peculiar Capacity, Deſign and O- 
peration ; fo they Move and Act One toward A- 

nother, agreeable to their ſeveral Natures, and 

the proper Offices aſſign'd *em. . Thus the Brutes, 
and Inanimate Beings, anſwer the Deſign of their 
Creation, purſue the Laws of their Nature, and 
have a Relation as well as a Subjection to Man- 
kind ; and as the Principal and _— 8 

8 5 5 ection 


* W wal 3 LA a _ bd 


LL Cur 1004s Proverbs. | 365 
ſection of, Man is Reaſon ; ſo he is under pecu- 
lar Obligations with Reſpect to Virtue and Vice, 
and comes under a greater Law, becauſe he has 
greater Capacity, AS -well as greater Expectati- 
ons and Hopes of a Reward ſuited to his Fa- 
culties, which is the Fruition of God. 


Now from this Natural Order, there muſt Re- 
ſult Infinite Variety; and the Effects flow accord- 
ing to the Cauſes. Hence Adverſity and Proſpe- 
rity. take their Turn, which made a very Great 
and Wiſe Moraliſt uſe that Reflection, That Mar 
is Born to Sorrow as the Sparks fly Upwards: The 
common Order and Courſe of Things produces 
em, as the Stones are proportion'd to the Fruit, 
and the Briar to the Roſe; there will be Storms and 
Tempeſts as well as gentle Breezes and a quiet 
Sea; and on ſome Accounts the One is as Uſeful 
to, and, Neceſſary as the Other. The Evils of 
One ſome. how become Subſervient to the Other; 
and tho' Nature ſeem to be Ruffl'd, ſhe falls into 


Order again, and promotes the Happineſs of Man- 


This Reflection ſhou'd therefore be made in all 
our Actions, and direct our Behaviour in every 
Condition: It teaches Us to expect Trouble, and 
that as the Sun don't always ſhine, continu'd Hap- 
pineſs is not to be expected Here: It ſhou'd re- 

concile Us to Evil, and keep up our Reſignation; 

for indeed every Body taſts more of the Goodneſs 
of Heaven than its Correction, and our Mercy's 
are more than our Miſeries. Tho there is a mix- 
ture of Joy and Sorrow, there is, to ſpeak ſtrictly, 

ſomewhat more than a Cab of Fruit. to a Cab of 
Stones. But however, this proves the Reaſons 
for Contentment are Invincible, unleſs we will 
„ 85 | quarrel 


Val Eſſays © 
quarrel with the Order of Nature, which ha 
determin'd that ſame ſhall be Poor, becauſe o. 
therwiſe none cou'd be Rich: Levelling is Incon. 
ſiſtent with her Laws and Conduct; and by ſuch 
Meditations the Mind is prepar'd to receive Troy. 
ble, and aſſiſted to ſtand a Shock  =—_ 


But beſides, It leads us to God. The Divine 
Power is Superior to that of Nature, and He can 
Interpoſe and prevent Her Operation. Fire wil 
naturally Burn, but Infinite Power can Save from 
Devouring Flames; the Notion of Eternal Fate, 
is an Affront to Providence, and renders an Ad. 

dreſs to God Uſeleſs: Tis Ridiculous to attempt, 
to avoid It, and to ask God to change his Abſo- 
lute Decree; is Wicked; but Almighty Power hold; 
the World in His Hand, and as he gave a Law to 
its Parts, He obſerves its Conduct: He reſerv'd to 

Himſelf the Right of ſtepping In to our Relief, 
by peculiar and diſtin Impreſſions upon Second 
Cauſes. The Notion of Providence Is, An extra- 

ordinary Action of God, by which he watches the 
' © Motions of Nature; at one View keeps Her to 
© Order, interpoſes between Agents and Patients, 
* and Reconciles. and Directs their Operation. 
There are more Miracles than we think for, and are 
able to point out and obſerve; and as the Creatures 
move by the Genius and Capacity they received 
from Above; ſo God acts by the Abſolute Perfe- 
Ciions of his own Nature, and interrupts our Con. 

duct as He pleaſes. Thus we have Incouragement 
to Pray for the averting an Evil, by Reflection on 
the Power and Goodneſs of the Divine Nature, 
and an Obligation to Submiſſion, if our Prayer 
ilſnit heard; becauſe we are aſſur' d that Infinite 
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Wiſdom don't ſee it proper to Interrupt the com. 


don and ordinary Courſe of Things, Upon th 


3 


whole, our Proſperity or Adverſity ſhou d In- 
ſtruct us, and Engage our Acknowledgment, and 
Dependance upon God... 3 
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Rofeſſions of Friendſhip, without the Service 
and Affection proper to the Character, are 
not only Inſignificant but Injurious. Tis Hypo- 
criſie, and the Pretence is prov'd a Lye by the 
Practice. Every Virtue appears in Action; the 
Name is Uſeleſs and to no Purpoſe ; but to De- 
ſign and Diftinguiſh it from another Thing in 
Talk; and therefore ſeparate from the Quality it 
felf, is but as a Shadow: or a Sound: In Friend- 
ſhip this is rightly underſtood, and no Body ever 
took Him for a Friend that did Him no Kindneſs. 
The Nature of the Relation and Pretence fup- 
poſes the Obligation to Service, and mutual Bene- 
ficence: For Nature led Mankind to Unite, and 
form Societies for our Security, Succour and 
Aſſiſtance; that where Providence has _ 8. 
8 | „„ | Burden 
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Burden tov heavy für One, it might be lightne 
by the kind Aid of the Other. Hence He that 

pretends to the Character, is oblig d to the Set. 
vice, and the Duty is enforc'd by the great Rule, 


Do as you wou d be done By : 


To Refuſe' this is Fraud, for He that receive 
the Promiſe of Friend, expects the Benefits of it 
| becauſe He has given an Equivalent, by laying the 
fame Obligation upon Himſelf; and to deny the 
Debt, is to Cheat the Perſon.while you Compli- 
ment Him; firſt lead Him into Expectation, and 
, an So: 


Nothing is more common than this, People 
enter into Friendſhips by Halves and with Re. 
ſerve ; they wou'd reap the Benefit of the Cha- 
racter, but not be obligd to the Noble and Gene- 
rous Duties of It. In Proſperity a Man's Friends 
multiply upon him, for they conclude themſelie; 
on the Surer Side, expect the Benefit of his Fx 
vour, value his Countenance, and depend up- 
on his Aid: But on an III Throw don't care to go 


bis Halves, draw out their Stake, and at leaſt 


Sneak off, if they don't Join to Inſult Him. In- 
gratitude and Treachery, tho never ſo Odious, 
keep in Countenance by Cuſtom; and the Repe- 
tition of the Baſeneſs is thought to take off the 
Scandal! And they that enter on à Falſe Bot- 
tom, think it no Harm to act agreeable to their 
own Narrow Deſign. Tis true, they VoW d 

Friendſhip, but it was upon the view of their In- 
tereſt and Advantage; and therefore Reſolve the 
ck Solemn Pretenſions into Conveniency: and 
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But this is Falſhood and Baſeneſs; for à Friend 

Born for Adverſity; and they that pretend to this 
haracter, ought to be ficſt ſenſible of this Obli- 
ation; enter on it with an Open Hand, ſtake 
heir Fortunes as well as Breath, and makę no 
zeſerres out of the Rules of the Profeſſion; for 
ho' we're at Liberty to chooſe our Mate, yet be- 
g once Fix d, the Tie is Sacred, and we can't 
liſcharge the Obligation but by the Honourable 
derformance of. the Offices: The Meaſures of our 


ie Aſſiſtance, indeed muſt come into a Rational Eſti- 
ic Hate, and every Part of our Condition be brought 


nto the Ballance ; a Man ifn't oblig'd to run into 
zuin to ſave a Friend from Diſgrace; or if his 
riend Undoes himſelf, That He muſt do ſo to: But 
here's a vaſt Difference between This and Deſer- 
ion. A Man may keep a Friend in Countenance, 
at He can't intirely- Preſerve ; and Throw in 
a. huccours, tho' he mayn't be able to Relieve and 
„note his Fortunes : 197 BY 
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Jealouſie Shats One Door add 


Opens TWO. 


X inconſiderate Puſhing on upon the fic 
Hint and Impreſſion made upon the Mind, 
is very Inconvenient in the purſuit of any Thing 
and dangerous in the Iſſue. Our firſt Thought 
are apt to be too Sanguine, and Dangers ſurprize 
eaſieſt that are not fear d. Inclination therefor 
and Propenſities, ſhou'd be Suſpected, Rein d in, 
and brought under Government. 'The Senſes and 
Imagination move very Strong, but Reaſon and 
Reflection ought to have the Direction of en. 
Every Motion ſhou'd be judg'd more by its Con- 
ſequence than the Force it has at the preſent; fot 
that which Charms and Surpriſes at firſt, often 
ives Diſpleaſure and Regret in the End; to goi 
little Way by the Force of Appetite and Paſſion, 
admits of ſome Excuſe ; tis Human and the E- 
For is Natural, but to continue till the Miſchi 
points out our Folly is an Inexcuſable Expert 
ment ; the Inſtruction of it don't anſwer ths 
Damage and Diſcredit, To grow Wiſe only bf 
3 _*  Suffernþ 
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much better to. Prevent than Retrieve. And a 
Man ſhou'd never tread hard till he has felt his 
Way and is ſure of good Ground; with theſe 
Cantions He may give back at any Time, but 
without 'em muſt go On, and may chance to 
be Ruin d. 5 | 


\ 


But the Deſign and Application of this firſt Pro- 
verb lies a little deeper, and is explain'd by the 


Second. Jealouſies are eaſily carry'd too far, and 


even where there's Cauſe to ſuſpect, it mayn't be 

0 always fit to keep up or provoke the Humour: 
1 It has too many Ill Conſequences on both Sides to 
be cheriſh'd, and ſeldom fails of leading the Party 
affected too far. For this Reaſon the firſt Appre- 
henſions of this kind, ſhou'd if poſſible, be ſoon 
il g thrown off, and no Man ſhou'd be eager to ſearch 
nd, BY into his own Shame; for that's but making haſte 


ug co be Wretched, and being Curious and Inquiſt- 
ts tive in order to be Miſerable. Beſides, theſe 


Paſſions are Treacherous, and Betray into the 
Torture they pretend to prevent; they poſſeſs 
the Mind with Horror by Imagination, and the 
Idea of the Injury affects with as much Force as 
the Reality: Opinion in this Caſe, ſhuts out 
Reaſon, and the Pre- poſſeſſion hinders the Satis- 
faction, by making the Perſon uncapable of Re- 
ceivingeit. Thus He that fancies himſelf Abus d, 
takes every Trifle for a Proof of it, and by pur- 
ſuing his firſt Thoughts too far, is led into the 
Miſery He fear'd by his own Violent Suſpicions 
of It; the Indignation riſes in proportion to the 
Perſuaſion He has of the Wrong; the Judgment 
ſuffers in the Ruffle, and the Pleaſures of Life are 


for as in our Smell, fo there's a great deal of un- 
e B b 2 certainty 


Suffering, is a Proof of our Weakneſs; for tis 
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Loſt. There may be Injuſtice too in all this, 
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always the greateſt Security. Italy produces more 
Cuckolds, in proportion, than England; the Truſt 


eee as well as Lewd if ſhe abuſe it; tho ſhe 
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certainty in our Suſpicions; they muſt be tryd 
often before they are truſted to, and eſpeciall 
in a Point of ſo vaſt Import, and ſo III Conſe. 
quence. . The very Satisfaction in this Caſe may 
be Ingrateful, and to uncover a Privy is ſpread. 
ing the Stink ; ſo that whether our Suſpicion 
prove Right or Wrong, the Reſult of it is not Th 
worth the Inquiry. In ſhort, fo III a Thing 1 


 thow'dn't ſuddenly paſs into Credit with Us, for ( 
to follow hard upon this Scent, leads into the 


Diſgrace. | . 
: This is openly the Deſign of the other Pro- 
verb; for too much Care gives a Hint to the W 
Vice, and haſtens the Injury: Among Marry d 
People that live with the moſt Freedom, therei; 21 


and Confidence People put in each other begets a 
Norton of Honour that preferves their Virtue; 
but Confinement puts upon Inventions to avoid 
it, and Spies excite Rage and Contempt: A 
Lady that's treated with Honour, muſt be In- 


orget the Authority, ſhe'll reflect upon the Obl- 
gations ſhe receives; rhe Love charms more than 
the Power can Awe, and the Generous Cont- 
-dence increaſes the Mutual Eſteem. This keeps 
fo Ill a Thing out of Thovght on both Sides, 
which is ſure - to prevent the Practice; but the 
Suſpicion Enrages, and ſo leaves People to their 
Blind-ſide ; it excites the Paffions and gives em 
.more Force in Hopes of the Pleaſure of Revenge; 
for this forms a Plea, and ſerves to make up tht 
Excuſe ; and the Inclination is improv'd by thx 
% ⁰ AA nr nds 
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World, its Original is from Above, and its 


the Divine Perfection, and lift up Mankind to a 
Capacity of Communion with Heaven, and pre- 
pare the Mind to Reliſh the Fruitions of that State. 


Nothing can appear with that Advantage, nor be 

2 ; Rati I 1 Spirit, with 
propos d to a Rational and Immortal Spirit, wi 

& all the Power and Charms of Reaſon as this does; 


and therefore where the Conduct of Men is not 


withdrawn, it makes its Way into the Soul, 
brightens the Intellectual Po wers, and durpriſes 
both with Light and Love. The Majeſty of its 
Author, the Perfection of its Rules, the Beauty of 
its Action, the Security, Satisfaction and Benefit of 


Circumſtances of Infinite Significancy ; command 
our Awe and Reverence to its Name, our Obe: 


Bbz Exerciſe, 


The Devil Lurks boli the 


k Where God has His Church, 
che Devil has His Chapel. 
uſt Ren is che moſt Sacred. Thing in che 


Deſign, agreeable to its Nature, is to Illuſtrate 


unaccountable, or this Divine Light deny'd, or 


it to Mankind, and the Glory of its Reward are 


dience to its Precepts, our Delight in its Sacred 


- 
"_ 2 
— * JF a 
4 - . _— 0 ä 
- * oo" — 2 * * — 3 
2 l _ E —— 2 - — . — 1 
* po — . —— — — — bn oy T5, 
'r * IJ * = — — of & 
» - - 2 * n n — - _ — = _— 
—— — — ———UUU— — oo mes — — ISAS = = R 2 — % * — - p 1 . — 
CE EIS - - _ \ — r — . wal — q 
— — N — 


% Aurel Bfſgs 


Exerciſe , and moſt ardent deſire of its Rewarg 


The Humane Nature always purſues Happineß 
under one Notion or another, tho' it often mi. 


| ſtakes in the Choice; but the Satisfactions of Re. 
ligion anſwer this Deſire, becauſe the Felicitie 
propos d are Adequate to our Capacity and largef 


Affections; the Fervour of the purſuit neither 
Tires nor Satiates, but pleaſes in the Fruition 
infinitely more than in the Proſpect and Hope, 
Immortality is an agreeable Idea, always reliere 


the Mind, throws off the Terror of Death, and 


the Horror and Darkneſs of the Grave, To live 
for Ever is a Natural Inclination, and to be ſure 
of Happineſs is the moſt perfect Pleaſure and De. 
light. People that have the greateſt Averſion to 


the Service of Religion, can't forbear wiſhing for 


its Reward, and by this acknowledge it's Per. 
fection while they forfeit the Injoyment, 


' To this Reflection on the Native Glory of Be 


ligion, we muſt add its Conſequence. Nothing 


is ſo Juſt and Forcible a Motive to Virtue as the 


Proſpect of another World, and the View of In- 


finite Mercy in order to its Fruition! All Argu- 
ments drawn from Humane Conduct, Policy, and 
Satisfactions here Below, are too weak to Govern 


the diſorder'd Appetites of Mankind ; keep the 


Paſſions in Decorum, render Us uſeful to One 
Another by the Obligations-of Love and Duty; to 
reſtrain vagrant Deſires, and ſecure Truth, Con- 


ſcience and Honour; Without the Awe of Hes 
ven, and a Holy Conyerſe with Gd! 


But this heightens our Admiration, that Men 
 fhow'd be Hypocrites, and the Devil cover hin- 
elf with ſo fine a Pretence! That the Spirits of 
r 975 Patkod 
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Darkneſs ſnou d appear as Angels of Light, and 
Impious Hypocriſie lodge in the Temple of God ! 
What account can be given that ſo Sacred a Thing 
ſhou'd be made a Mask, and drawn in only to 
cover Falſhood and Fraud! For, e 


In Nomine Domini Incipit omne Malum ! L 


Every Faction has Zeal and ſtrong Pretences to 
Religion; they ſhew a Fervour that ought to be 
in Farneft, and a Concern for Virtue and Piety, 
tho it be to ſupport: Vice and Wickedneſs ! The 
Devil Defends himſelf with a Crucifix in his 
Hand, and Fights againſt Virtue in the. Dreſs 
and Image of It! The Phariſees Cry was,The Temple! 
The Temple! And the Modern Hypocrites is, the 
Church and the Meeting ! Thus upon the Altar of 
God Men Sacrifice to the Devil. Avarice and 
Ambition, Luft and Pride, Malice and Revenge, 
Rapine and Murder, are Hallow'd by ſome Sacred 
Name, and a fine Pretence gives Countenance to 
the Vileſt Action! But variety of Inſtruction may 
be had out of this Reflection—— 


I. Religion iſn't the worſe becauſe Hypocriſie 
ſits ſo near Her! The True Reaſoning in this 
Caſe, is to Her Advantage ; and the Beauty of 
Virtue is ſet off by the falſe Pretences of Hypo- 
crites: For if to be Religious were not the beſt 
thing in the World, Why is it made the beſt and 
molt agreeable Pretence ? People of Deſign don't 
cover themſelves with that which wou'd Betray 
and Expoſe em; but becauſe Virtue is in Eſteem, 
and has forc'd it ſelf into Reputation, becauſe 
the Real Excellency. of Religion is Irreſiſtable, 
and muft either Captivate, or Conquer; either 
intirely Influence the Souls, or command the Ve- 

Ye: v4 
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neration of Mankind; the worſt Men borrow he; 
Name, and put on ſome Part of her Attire . 
make a ſhew of Sanctity and Addreſs very So. 
lemnly to Religion! Contend for its Ornament 
and own its Perfection, and give it Publick Ho- 
nour and Eſteem, tho at Heart they abhor its 
Principles, and in Secret throw off the Practice 


II. The Reflection recommends Sincerity. In 
Religion every Man has to do with Omniſcienqy, 
and our Conduct is in view of an All-ſeeing Eye. 

No to trifle in Sacred Actions, and act towards 
God in Mask and Appearance is intolerable 
The Intereſt any Man ſecures. by the Prevarica. 
tion, can't ballance the Fear and Hazard of the 
Attempt; for tiſn't poſſible to Impoſe upon God, 


and extreamly difficult to paſs undiſcover d among 


Men. Hypocriſie is apt to ſhew it ſelf ſome way 
or other; and the fear of being ſurpriz d, turn d 
up, and expos'd, takes off the Satisfaction of the 
Cheat, and often hurries the Pretender into 4 
neceſſity of Stripping Himſelf. In ſhort, the Suc- 
ceſs of Falſe Arts are never worth the Toil and 
Care in the Menage and Concealment. But be- 
ſides this, Hypocrifie is the averſion of -a Generous 
Mind, and the effect of a little mean Inclination, 
He that dare not own his Principles, is either 
conſcious they are Wicked, or diſpos d to give 
dem up, tho' never ſo Good; but to be Sincere, 
Open and Plain, is in Credit and Eſteem, argues 
a ſenſe of Honour, conciliates Reſpect in this 
World, and Fayour from God in the next. 


III. The Proverb is a ſeaſonable and neceſſary 
Caution. An Honeſt Man is often drawn in b) 
| Prerence to Religion. Tiſn't eaſie to ſee thro' the 
Cover, and thus we are Impog'd on, and Enter bel 

DIST. * T0. 7. Council 


» 
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er Council or Action, with a deſign to do Good, 
e, but indeed are betray'd into Miſchief. The Pre- 


0. rence ſhou'd- therefore be Examin'd, and before 

nc any Man Engages, He ſhou'd endeavour to know - _ 
lo. the Deſign, be aſſur'd of the Characters of his / 
Its Leaders, and underſtand how much Concern they 

e. WM have for their Intereſt; which perhaps is the on- 


ly thing at Heart, while they ſet up for Religion 
In and Liberty! People have been more than once 
; made Slaves by their Deliverers, and have loſt 
e! their Morals by a falſe Zeal for Religion. TO 
ds be much concern'd in ſo good a Cauſe is a 
7 very plauſible Argument, and Deſigning Men 
- urge it to the Utmoſt ; they know it will make 
he a ſtrong Impreflion,excite People's Zeal,and make 
d, em very Hearty and in Earneſt. But they know 
n WI bow to turn all this to Advantage, fatisfie their 
y WT Ambition, and confirm their Power; and by ſet- 
fi ting up a Pretence to the beſt Thing in the 
he World, countenance and introduce the Worſt. 
2 Religion it ſelf is loſt in the Scuffle, and the 
0 Name made uſe on to deſtroy the Thing. 
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cxxxIl. 


He that once Hits wil be « ever 
Shootin 8: 


/ 


And He that's Thrown woud 


ever MWreſtle. : 


Ucceſs and Diſappointment lire often one 
and the ſame Influence upon us, increaſe 
Defire and urge on to Action; Indignation pro- 
vokes on this Side, and Pleaſure on That: A 
Lucky Hit ſets an Edge upon the Appetite, and 


the Prize is an Incouragement to Venture; the 


Fall in a manner calls for Satisſaction, and the 
uneaſineſs of the Diſgrace tempts to a freſh Ha- 
zard. Now, that the Effect of ſuch different 


Turns ſhou d be juſt the ſame, is a little Singular 


and Surprizing upon the firſt Thought; but it 
points out one of the Vices of Humane Na- 
ture which is to be Uneaſie and Unſatisfy'd. It 
argues that Judgment and the Reaſon of the 
Thing, are thrown out of Thought by the force 
of Fancy and Deſire. For Expectation is a little 
too much truſted to, where the Gain never ſatis- 
ies, and the Loſs neither Cools nor Abates the 
N and Paſſionate Purſuit, However, ſous 
thing 
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thing in both Caſes may be faid in Excuſe, if it 
be kept to a Medium, and not prels'd too far. 


The Benefit that attends the Succeſs, is a Ra- 
tional Incouragement enough, and don't only 
Countenance, but is a Sort of Obligation to at- 
tempt again ; the Pleaſure of Buſineſs riſes in 
proportion to the Profit, and He that is favour'd 
with a good Return, ought never to diſcredit the 
Trade: To Throw out when the Hand runs well, 
and give over a ſucceſsful Imploy for fear of an 
Ill-Turn, is ſometimes Prudence, but don't always 
oblige ; for no Buſineſs can be manag'd where 
there is ſo much Caution as this comes to; to 
grow Chagrin upon Proſperity is Ingratitude to 
Providence, and He forfeits the Protection of 
God who can't truſt Him a Second Time, who 
has Favour'd Him a Firſt. But ſtill the Proverb is 
2 good Admonition on this Side; for we are apt 
to be too earneſt upon Succeſs ; Gain has a 
mighty Influence upon Mankind, and Avarice is 
Infatiable ; Succeſs-draws into too much Preſum- 
ption, and eager Inclinations Intoxicate and Car- 
ry us too far; it may be fit therefore to draw off 
in the midſt of Succeſs, and not tempt a Mifſ- 
fortune by running too faſt after a Benefit: If we 
can but judge Right, and hit the true Seaſon. 


On the Other Hand, to be ſtruck with one 
Diſappointment, and frighted out of all Action 
by a Miſcarriage, is Weakneſs, which a Wiſe 
Man muſt avoid as much as Temerity ; and there- 
fore 'tiſn't only Excuſable, but often an Obliga- 
tion to try again; there's no need of taking all 
for Loft, — all iſn't Gain d: No Improve- 


ments can be made without ſome Spirit and Cou- 
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rage; and an Inclination to Wreſtle with Opps. 
firion, turn back and make a Stand, when Thing; 
run againſt our Intereſt and Hopes; but then the 
Struggle muſtn't be carry'd. on. with too much 
Vehemence, nor the Experiment be made too 
often in the ſame way; tis better to ſhift our 
Buſineſs, and throw in upon a new Scheme, than 


attempt enen ee 1 855 fail d and deceiye 


Now the jult Rules in 1 theſe Caſes lis b Out 
of Reach, and particular Direction can't be hopd 

for: We muſt be forc'd to conclude with general 
Inſtructions, and leave the Application to the 
different Natures of Buſineſs, and different Capa- 
Cities of them that Manage it. One Man will be 
oblig'd to take Cheque upon a Diſappointment, 
and Retreat ſooner than Another, and tis the Cir- 


cumſtances muſt Goyern, not our Inclination or 
our Paſtions. | 


CxxxIV. 


He ths Gains Time, Gains al 
_ Things. 1 


OR, 


25 is 2 118 Short, 


Jun Philoſophical Meditarions on Time ate 
very Obſcure and Confus d.; tis hard to 
form 2 juſt _ and ſpeak Diſtinly and Intel- 


ligibly 


— 
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leibly of lt. Tis a Succeſſion and Rotation of 
Moments that paſs quick as our Thought, in- 
definite, and unfix d; the Mind can only Catch 
at, never Graſp It Tis a Mode inſeparable from 
the Being and Action of a Creature, but beyond 
the Notion. of Finite, we can form no tolerable 
Conception of It: It paſſes then into another 
Character, and is abſorb'd in Eternity, which is a 
mote Aſtoniſhing Idea than it ſelf! However, to 
aſſiſt our Thought, we have form'd ſome Images, 
and by a Recourſe to Matter and Motion, col- 
lect Time in our Imagination, and fix the Periods 
of Hours, Days, Months and Years : Theſe like 
the Parts of 'a Line put together, introduce the 


e Idea of Continuity, and we meaſure Time as we 
6 do Space, by. certain Imaginary Lengths, equiva- 
lent to Inches and Feet. But of this Line we can 
J 


really ſee no more than a POINT, which we call a 
MOMENT ;*the reſt is either run off and gone 
for Ever in Time paſt:; or is Inviſible and yet to 
Come, of which we have no diſtin& Idea : The 
Mind reaches after It, and wou'd fain ſee into 
the Abyſs, but tis in vain!  _.- Tis 


Tis the Moral Reflection therefore that gives 
the moſt Satisfaction, becauſe of moſt Uſe to 
Life and Buſineſs. Now the firſt thing that af- 
fects the Mind here, is the different Countenance 
of Time, which makes very extraordinary Im- 
preſſions, and does very much Surprize ! The 
Hieroglyphick is well drawn with a double Face, 
which repreſents Youth and Age, Time Paſt, and 
Futurity at once ; and the Thoughts of theſe ve- 
ry much influence Life, and give uſeful Admoni- 
tions in every Period of our Age. What a ſur- 
prize is it to look back and think with what Eaſe 


L t | : | : and 


Step, keeps a fix d Pace, and an Age to come i; 


- and Silence, and yet with what Swiftneſs and 
Rapidity it has paſs d Off, and is irrecoverabj 
Gone! And yet when a Man looks Forward, nc. 
thing ſeems to approach with that Sedatenck 
nothing ſo Slow and Heavy in its Motion Hou: 
ever, theſe Impreſſions don't reſult from the Na. 
ture of the Thing; for Time treads with an equa 


no more than One Paſt: Tis our Paflions gine 
the different Ideas, and Time ſeems Long or 
Short, according to our Hope or Fear, our De. 
fires and Delights, or our Averſions and Diſap- 
pointments. Pain and Sorrow increaſe a Minute 
into an Hour, and Pleaſure and Eaſe reduce 
whole Life to a Moment! It paſſes off without 
meaſuring, or Reflection on the Number of our 
Days, and flies off as a Shadow, becauſe not ob- 
ſerv'd and thought On! 


But there's another Hint here, that is, the Sight 
and Improvement of Seaſon and Opportunity.This 
is the moſt Nice and Critical Thing in the World, 
but yet of the vaſteſt Moment, for He that Gain 
| This Gains All. The Length or Brevity of Lit 
need not affect a Man that knows the Uſe of it ſo 
exactly, as not to miſs the occaſions of Action; 
for He has loſt no Part of Time, and therefore 
need not be concern'd whether the Meaſure 
him were Long or Short! He has liv'd every Mo- 
ment He had given him, and the Period being 
come his Felicity is compleat ! But without this 
Obſervance, the longeſt Life is Uſeleſs or Miſc 
rable, it muſt be Ill-paſs'd, or Unimprov'd, and 
very much Embarraſs'd and Diſturb'd ; for one 
Seaſon let ſlip, breaks the Series of our Condud, 

Unravels the Order of Life and — . 
© BE | : Bufimnels 
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nafineſs of it. Hereupon, while we cry RUIT 
watch the proper Minute of Action, and never 
ſuffer Opportunity to paſs by Us. To purſue 
this: - | 


The value of Time muſt be judg'd by the Uſe 
of it, and is better underſtood by Action than Me- 
ditation. And here the Worth and Significancy of 
the Buſineſs we do is the Great Point that de- 
termines whether Time be Improv'd or not! For 
2 Man may be very Buſie, and yet Trifle and 
Hurry off his Life in Impertinence, Pleaſure and 
Vanity. But to Gain Time is to paſs it well, and 
imploy it to ſuch Purpoſes as carry us to- the Feli- 
city we propoſe. . The Hour that's Neglected, is 
Loſt, and a Moment Ill ſpent, worſe than if it 
had never been ! Thus the Brevity. of Life is a 
Motive to Induſtry and Application; meer Re- 
flection is like ſitting ſtill with our Eye upon a 
Clock, and a Uſeleſs Obſervation of its Motion: 
d. But he that thinks juſtly upon this Subject, falls in- 

„ o Action, weighs and diſtinguiſhes between Diver- 
ile fion and Imployment, and never crys, I don't know 
bow to paſs my Time For the Work of Life ſeems 
too big for the Time of it, and a Man is often 
cut Short, and his beſt Deſigns left Unfiniſh'd ! 


ſet Nothing ſo often deceives as the Hopes of Futu- 
0. WY ity, and the Promiſes a Man makes to Himſelf of 
ng Time! There can be no Improvement but in the 
his preſent Uſe, and the conftant purſuit of Buſi- 
le nels is the only Rule to meaſure it by. It was a 
nd Noble Reflection of Titus Veſpaſian when he cry'd 
out, | | 


AMC DIEM'PERDIDI. 


5 a Becauſe 
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Becauſe he had -paſs'd a” Day without his ufa 
Goodneſs and Beneficence; for every Moment i; 
loft that is not imploy'd in Action for our own 
Benefit, or the Good of Mankind. 


In fine, The Satisfactions of a Juſt Improve. 
ment of Time are equal to the Weight and Im. 
portance of it; and as nothing is of fo much Mo- 
ment, nothing gives ſo true and delicate a Plez- 
ſure. The Refſection is not only Eaſe, but de- 
lights and exalts the Soul: Tis infinitely pleaſing 
to obſerve there has been no Vacuum in our Life; 
but Buſineſs and Devotion have took their juſt 
Order, and the Interſtices have been fill'd up 
with Diverſions not only Agreeable and Innocent, 
but that have ſerv'd to perfect the Reliſh of Life, 
and Improve Time, not throw it Off. Upon this 
View, Pleaſure, like that of Angels, flows into the 
Soul, and which can be increas d by nothing but 
the Fruition of ETERNAL LIFE 
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ly, no not by Death, p. 66. 
Action, is often Good or Evil by its Circum- 
ſtances, 359. 
Addreſs at Ie ſhou 'd not be too Buſie or Im- 
portunate, 186. Rules for the Menage of It, 187. 
Self- Admiration Dangerous, | I92. 
Advice is neceſſary in all Buſineſs, 5. To ne- 
glect it Dangerous, 75 ; and to go againſt it often 
Perverſeneſs and Folly, 76. It ſhou'd ſeldom be 


Adverſity teaches us wiſdom, 190. Corres 
our Temper, 191. Inclines to Reſignation, and 
Perfects the Soul, 192. 
| To add Aftlieion to the Afflicted, Cruel, 70. 


222. 
Old 4g e Venerable, 231. and Uneaſie at the 
Thoughts * Dying; but to Mock it Ridiculous 


Ambition reſults from à Falſe Opinion of our 
Merit, and Miſtake of the Value of Power and Po- 


Anger Cheriſh'd, turns to Malice,-8r. It pro- 
vokes to III Actions, 82; And Expoſes to Con- 
tempt, 83. Tho Juſt it ſhou'd always be Short, 


Softneſs and Modeſty, © Ms 
Angry People have ill Meniories,” 294. The 
Appearance of Evil ſhou'd be Avoided; 25, 350- 


Elteem, „„ 297 
| Ce B. Back» 


\ Bſence,. TAR e Friendihip 65. but not Intire- 


given Unask d, 118, 119. 


and Malicious, 71. Affiftion 1 is every Man's Lot, 


and Wicked, 1 


pularity, 46. Tis Falſe, Cruel and Treacherous, 327. 


167. It ſhou'd be Appeas d and Turn d off by 


Avarice cou d never get into Reputation or 
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B. fd c 
Ack- -biting Scandalous, eſpecially of the Dead — 
I, an 
Bail differs from Suretiſhi IP, is much Safer, wi 
ſometimes Neceſſary, becauſe requir'd by Law be 
and Conſcience ; but yet is to be enter'd into the 
with Caution, Io, 35 
Banditi and Thieves pretead to ſome Notions of mi 
Honour, - 198, 
A Baniſl 1 Man ſhou'd love his Country, * ba 
excuſe its Severity, (8, 
Buying Bargains may prove an Injury, 29. ſig 
Rules about this, 30. 
Beauty is often Miſtaken, 1 137. w. 
Beggars: and Bullies, -guels at our Temper by 
our Face, Mien, Cr. "406 fe 
The Time of a Benefit ſhou'dn't be neglected, Ir 
67. A Benefit Unask'd, meets no Thanks, 27. 3 
Books, their Uſe and Adyantage, » 24% 
Buſi e- Bodies corrected for their Conceitedneſs, D 
355- They are ſometimes Malicious, and often C 
pull Miſchief on themſelves, Le ek ib 
Buſineſs, how to begin it right, 1. The Con- A 
ſequence of not obſerving the firſt Step, 2, 3. and 
| Rules to Direct It, 4, 5. It muſt be purſu d with v 
Diligence, 6. and in proportion to its Weight and p 
Importance, 7. A Man of Buſineſs ſhou d never J 
be out of the Way of Ir, 11. 12. For tis beſt E 
done by One's ſelf, a If t 
C. 
141IN, not mark d in the Womb, but by way 
of Puniſhment, 113. F 
9925 ſhou'd always be Conſider d, 110. and { 
our Actions and Attempts proportion dito It, 111. | 


Love of Change the Reſult of Wantonnels, 89. 


and i is 4 very dangerous Inclination, 90. A great 
Man in One CharaGer,, may be but a Little Man 
in Another, e 


| Charity i is moſt Pieajans and Delightful, * 


J - - —_— 4 

Acceptable to God, 157. and has a double Re- 
ward, 158. Rules for It, 159, 160, 161. "Tis 
an Excellent Thing, 350. but muſt be manag d 
with Diſcretion, 351. And yer ſomewhat muſt 
be hazarded for ics Sake, 352. Liberality heightens 
the Value of It, 353. The General Rule of It, 
353. Gratitude to God obliges to Charity, and it 
muſt begingt Home, — 
The Charms of a good Wife make a kind Hus- 
„ Pon” ne oof ons 6 
Cheats and Sharpers muſt he avaided by Fore- 
ſight, and ſome Knowledge of their Arts, 209. 
Chiding and Correction neceſſary, 203. but 
with Diſcretion and Moderation, 204. 


q 


ferent Temper and Inclination, 16. Rules for their 
Inſtruction, 17. They are very apt to Imitate, 
301, 302. More Rules for their Education, 303, 
304 Company of Inferiors; Or, Wicked People 
Dangerous, 249, 250. It ſhou'd be choſe with 
Caution, 36. eſpecially by Youth, 37, 38. We 
ſnou d conſider and know our Company, and never 
Aifront 'em, = tbe ge 96. 
A good Conſcience the beſt Defence againſt En- 
vy, 142. A Tender One a Bleſſing, upon com- 
pariſon with a Sear'd One, 212, 213. But is often 


Ger of a Tender Conſcience, 215. and Rules for 
the Condu of it, i: £1514. | 21 ARG, G2% 
Conſideration a Neceſſary Work, b 349. 
Content ment an Infinite Bleffing, 4x. but a Com- 
petency is ſeldom underſtood, 42. It ſhou'd be 
liudy's both in Adverſity and Proſpetity, 313. 
But tis impoſſible to come perfectly up to It, 314. 
The Meafures of it fix d, ont 
Converſation ſhou d be Innocent, Saber and Free, 
78, 79. To hetray it, Scandalous, . 80s 
Covetouſneſs Ruins Hoſpitality, and finks a No- 
ble Character, „ 34, 35. 


_ 


Children muſt be treated according to their dif- 


Ge: Courage, 


| 


Hypocrifie and Prerence, 214. The true Chara- 


317. 
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Courage, without Prudence, Dangerous, 283. 
Courteſie and Complaiſance very Honourable and 
Serviceable, 5 266, 267, 268. 
Courtiers full of Tricks, 61. Fickle and Humour. 
 fome, and Unſtexdy i in their Friendſhips, 63. A 
Courtier ſhou'd Retire in Time, 64. They are for. 
getful of their Promiſes, 3x6. Often Diſhoneſt 
and Ungrateful, 317, But fometimes may be 
Excusd, © 318, 319, 
Courtſhip ſhou'tbe begun Honourably; managd 
with great Care and Integrity, and not be kept 
too long in Hand, ry1, 172. Tis very difficult 
to break off without Diſgrace, 24 tho' ſome. 
times a Rupture is very , Honourable, 174. 'Tis 


alſo neceſſary after Marriage as well as before, 


3 y 
| Gene fit for no Buſineſs, but eſpecially — 


for Council or Magiſtracy, e "396 
Cunning and Wiſdom two Things, 130 
e eee _ Vexatious, 3. 
Here hive is Danger, tis beſt to my , 
Diſtance, 

'To reflect on che Dead, III Natur d and Diſhe 
nourable, If 53 (4 
| Death is not to be plaid with, „ 


To be in Debt the greateſt Miſery, 132. and to 
pay our Debts, Requir d and Bleſs'd by Providence, 


133, 134. But a Man in Debt ſhou'd neither De- 


fpair, nor be Careleſs, 200. 
very ching that Delights is not Safe, 347. 
Depindance and Expectarion Troubleſome and 
Fooliſh, 2, 1. 400, "260 
Self-Defence the ſafeſt Method with a Knave, 29. 
but then we muſt not let him know our Weakne!s 
or Strength, 345, 346 
_ Difficulties and Troubles muft de expeted, 164 
Diſappointment muſt not quite Diſcourage, 379 
nor mw e Raſhnels, WEL ns 350 
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68, A Diſcoverer is Odious,but not always Juſtly, 198. 
ur- A Diſputing- Humour Ridiculous and Trouble- 


A ſome, 127. but a good Diſputant is a Noble Cha- 
for- racter: The Qualifications of One in Short, 128. 
and of his Oppoſite a Sophiſt, „ oa 
Dreſs and Equipage don't add to the Man, 49. 
Drunkenueſs Ridiculous, Quarelſome, and Bab- 
ling every way Dangerous, and the Sign of a 
Weak, Fooliſh Mind, . 18, 19, 20; 2. 
Thoughts of Dying Ungrateful, but abſolutely 
Neceſſary, KR e en, 


T* 4rly-Education beſt for a Child, 15, 16. Short 
Rules for the Education of Children, 17. 
Equipage and Attendance Uſeful, but muſt be 
Moderated by our Character and Fortunes, 358, 
1 8 18 E 
A. Weak Enemy muſt not be Provok d, 305. And 
| a Brave One ſhou'd be ſuffer'd to Retreat, 307. 
Envy no Fence againſt It, 140, 141. But a 
good Conſcience, OE ans 
Error don't ſo much reſult from the miſtake of 
the Nature of Things, as from the miſtake upon 
compariſon of One thing with Another, 298. 
An Eſtate is to be Preſerv'd the ſame way tis 
Got, P 180. 
Example has a very great Force, 36. whether it 
be Good or Evil, 37. It is ſtronger than Pre- 
cept, 300. and does more Good or Hurt, or. 
Exceſs in Expence may Ruin a Man without 
Groſs and Enormous Vice, " *' 281. 
Excuſe by a Lye is Mean and Wicked, 104. 
Extravagance Of the Moderns worſe than that of 
the Antient s,, .; ENS 


HE Face intimates much of the Mind, 113. 
more in Women than Men, 114. and eaſier 
to obſerve, _ „„ 
Faction regards no Merit, 142. A Man ſhou & 
527, aces 
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never enter into.it in Haſte, 257. It often ſets up 
the Pretence of Religion, 375. but he's very weak 
that's cheated by it, 377 
Fair Speeches and profeſſions ſhou? d make 6 
Cautious, 
Family Government ſhou'd be ſtudy d * You 
before they are inveſted with! it, 203, 204. Ru ez 


for it, 20ßf, 206, 
Fancy, the firſt Motions of it Dangerous, and 

. be well obſerv'd, 1 348. 
Fate and Providence different, 8 3656. 
Fawning, Baſe and Ridiculous, | 267, 


To have no Fear is to have no Guard, 24; 
Flattery pleaſant to the Ignorang, Silly and Proud 
oO 0 3g Io. 

-One Fully don' t denominate a Man a Fool, 54, 
A fine Caving upon this Reflection, 56. We ate 


apt to cover our own Folly, and expoſe Others 
the Evil of This, (7. 


| Food, the Plaineſt, the Beſt, tar 
Foreign Afifiance not to be depended on, 346. 
Forgiveneſs better than Revenge, 82, 83.. Ar. 


guments for 1 it, 84, 8 5. 86. The Pleas againſt it 
Confuted, We 


He that firſt Forgives i is firſt Wiſe, 88. 
For to Forgive is to Imitate God, 167. _ Glorious 


among Men, | q 63, 264. 
+ Formaliiyi in Diſcourſe, Odious and Impertinent, 
5 1588, 159. 
— teaches to begin _— 240 


Fort une-Tellers Ignorant Cheats, 


| 136. 
Our whole Fortunes ou d not be m_ in 
one Bottom, 


A Friend that's Abſent ſhou'd be gefene, 10 
the Laws of Amity are Offenſive and Defenſive, 60, 
To forget an abſent One is Scandalous, 66. Sud. 
dain Friendſhip is not Durable, 234. The Bond 
ol it is Virtue, 235. for tis only among Good 
bs 236. * falſe * nn be unc 

„ VVV Wate 


in! * * oF 
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wateh'd, 3x7, 312. Rules for the Choice 2 2 
Friend, $12 „ 313. Prettnces to Friendſhip m 
often fairly be  ufoetcd, 356. A Man mult 
ſometimes run 4 Hazard for à Friend in an Ho- 
nouralle Cauſe, 357. For Friends are abſolute 
Debtors to each other, 368. and bound to Mutual 


service and Affiſtance, | 369. 
Hugolity and Profuſeneſs both Miſtaken, r62. 
The true Notion of 1 it, wi 163, 164, 282, 


Aming ſhou'd be Fair and Honeſt, 21. "I'% 
Dangerous, 308. ſhou'd be regulated by 
Lis, 309, and not purſu d like Buſinels but meer 


Diverſion, 10, 311. 
Garter, the Vulgar Accoufit of chat Ocder falſe, 
38, 39. 


A. Gentleman loſes his Chatacter by Sorting with 
Mean Company, 250. Tempts Injury and A- 
buſe, . 

A 'Gift ſhou'd be eſteen'd in Proportion to the 
Affection and Character of the Giver, 40, 41. 
Tho' to Give is not always Generofity, 2289. 

Gratitude don't oblige us to Countenance a 
Friend's Follies, - © 283, 284. 


Guinea Droppers, Chears and Sharpers, how to 


| avoid {1 209, 


H. 
* Honef Man may bare an Nl Look, 112, 


114 
— is often bought too dear, 349. but be 


that has no Love for it has no Virtue, e 
Humility; very excellent, but may degenerate 


into Baſeneſs, 360. *Tis not a Low, Servile Incli- 


nation, hor yet Forward and Pretending, 361. but 
d juſt Seriſe of Dependence, and a Condeſcenſon 
to Inferiors, and refpe& to Equals, 362. neither 


Cowntdice hbt Stupidity, 363. 

Il Humour fhowd never be brought together, 

bat che Morey be foftned by the Kind, 77. 
S 4 5 


The . 


A Hutand's good Conduct mends the Wives, 
339. He ſhou'd never be Stingy and Obſerving, 

2, 
| Hypecriſie ie no Argument againſt Religion, : 
Tis very apt to ſhew-it ſelf, and very troubleſome 


to hide, 376. but We ſhou' d be pe. d, 162. 


F Ealouſ ze Vexatious, Diſhonourable and Pro- 
p voking, 135. Inconſiſtent with Friendſhip, 
312. often makes the Fault it ſuſpects, 340, 341. 


Ic ſhou'd be Checqu'd and Stifled in the Begin- 
ning, 371. For tis always nnn and Un- 
creditable ; often Unjuſt, 372. 
A Feſt, the Uſe of it, 247. every thing will 
not bear a Feſt, 322. Tis often Dangerous to 
One's Self and Friend, 245. To Feſt with Di- 
vine Things Impious, 323. upon a Friend In- 
_ grateful and Provoking, 335. No Feſting with 


Matrimony, - 4 
1dleneſs brings Poverty, | . 
To Imitate other's Infirmities is III. Natur d, Un- 

mannetly aud Irreligious, i 319, 320. 
Inpleyment is deſireable, > 281, 


Importunity is Troubleſome, and often prejudi- 
Cial t) Buſineſs, „c. 
An III Taclination never wants 1 to do Miſs 
chief, 140. 
. Incogitancy very Dangerous, and ſubjects a Man 


In Indifferent Things our Jud gment ſhou'd be 
bur our Practice reſtrain'd, 217. 


Toferiors and Servants muſt not be Provok d, but 
generouſly us d, 336. 
Ingratitude is Baſeneſs, 263 A 264. but worſt of 
all in the Poor, 283, 284. 
No Injury worth the Revenge, 83. the greater 
it is the more Honour tis to Forgive it, 84, 86. 
Inſtruments of Death not to be Play'd with, 244. 


Z to all Hl Paſſions 370 | 
ree, 


ar Judgment upon Others ſnou d be ruled by 
| * 5 aha . 


_— .} ww, : 


their Main Character, 298. not their little Et- 
rors, 299. Our own Judgment is not to be too 
much truſted 330. but it requires a good Fudg- 
ment to chooſe a good Councellor, 331. 


King ſhou d not always exert his Power to 
che utmoſt, 306. nor Revenge every At- 
front by the ſevereft Puniſhment, 307. 
Kings, are ſometimes Ungrateful to their beſt 
Subjects, „ Tn 2318. 
A Kingdom negligent in Peace will be ruin d in 
War, S E 6, Rooms 
A Knave muſt be Countermin'd, but with Inno- 
cence and Caution, not Roguery and Trick, 29r. 
To Know what's to come Dangerous, 136. the 
Knowledge can't be obtain'd, and the Deſire of it 
is an Affront e FTW. 


Anguages of excellent Uſe, 242. not only 
What's Lawful but what's Fir muſt be con- 


ſider'd, 1 f 24. 
Good Laws muſt be made and kept in good 
Times, and then there will be no Bad, I2T. 


Lay Preachers, their Humour and Pride, 111. 
Learning may be obtain'd by ſome Heads with- 
out much Aſſiſtance, 37. Compar'd with Mother 
Wit, 239. The Ignorant flight It, 240. But no, 
great Improvements can be made without it, 241. 
Learned Men apt to deſpiſe the Illiterate, but this 
52a. << N „ 
Life and Honour muſt go together, 272. 
An Ill Look is contracted by III Habits, 114, 
| „ 115, II6. 
Love, what it is, and what to be in Love, 13. 
The Folly of it. It never riſes to Exceſs after. 
Fruition, 138. The Remedy attempted by remo- 
ing the Incitements to it, 139. beſt Conquer d 
by Time and Marriage, | . --- * TOs 
Lover's Vows Sacred and Obliging; and their 
Perjury will be Puniſh'd, 172.  Luxwy 


201, 
deh. 


J 

People ſhou d ſtudy each others Temper, 341. and 
where they live with leaſt Suſpicion there is moſt 
Security, „„ 372 
TO Meddle with People much above us Dau- 
zerous, 254, 255, 256. Medling in other People's 


© 


fairs often brings into Mifchief and Diſgrace, 


2 56. but yet ſometimes it muſt be ventur'd, 357. t 
Mercy ſhou'd Charm and Teach us to be Good, 
125. Mercy is due to Brutes, 147. but eſpecially u u 
Servants, ED 8 5 148. js 
No Merit will preferve from Envy and Malice, 14. 5 
A Miniſter of State ſhow'd venture his Life for \ 


his Prince's Honour and Service, 64. 


1 
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Miſe) and Mime are very qa People $ 


wn Fault,, _ 335. 
s Mirfortunes ſhow d not be Refleted as or jette 


ith, 97. 
9 Miſtreſs ſhou'd be- choſen with Caution and 
Diſcretion, 171. Her Virtues ſou' d be prefer d 
before Beauty, Ornament and Dreſs, 298. 


20. and an Affront to Providence, "+ A 
Modeſty in Diſcourſe and Argument, a great Vir- 
tue, Willem and Policy, 220. 
Mourning to Excels for the Dead, Fooliſh 5 
Sinful, 
Self Murder Madneſs; Malice an and Cowardice, 1274, 


N 


O Man ſhou'd Abuſe hls own Nation tho 


the Length or Brevity of Life, 382. 
Oppreſſion provokes the Paſſions, x65. but Silence 


under it is beſt, 166, cho'. at very much tempts to 


Revenge, *©9 To 


which move with admirable variety, and 4 mix- 
tre of Good and Evil, 365. but ſo as the 1 — 
ower 


To Mock the Miſerable Indecetit,and III Nature, > 


it may have Injur'd him, 38. 
Natural Alliances are Sacred, Gs 
Natural Infirmities ſhou'd not be the Subject of 

Publick Diſcourſe, 97, 98. 
Negligence and Sloth, the chief Cauſes of Poverty 
and Want, 280. 
Neaters in a Civil War, Traytors, 256, 257. 
Niceneſs, Ridiculous and Hurtful, 221. 
Nobility the Reward of Virtue, . 
Novel: 3 Romances Miſchievous, 1 
Novelty pleaſing to W Nature, 169. 

O del, Reprov'd, 2 
Old People's Death Happy, 249. 


Opportunity and Seaſon very difficult to fix, 278, 
279. He that Hits and uſes em, need not value 


The Order of Things is fix d by Providence, 364. 
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Power of God may Interpoſe, . 366. 
Oſbentation turns Virtue into Vice, 16, 


JF D Arents ſhou'd, if poſſible, give their Children 
1 Portions in their Life Time, but not all their 
Eſtate, 27. becauſe it may tempt Diſobedience 
and Abuſes, * n 

Partiality Injurious to Virtue, 223. the Effet 
of Ill Nature, 224. but Cheriſh'd by Fools and 
eee ETS: +. wn 

Parties are Raſh and Heady, and in their Heat 
forget their Pretenſions, 332. Slight Laws and 


uſe little Tricks and new ways of Violence, 333. 


but by theſe Means bring on their own Ruin, 334 
Paſſion, Ridiculous and Troubleſome, and expoſes 
to Temptation, 82, 83. Rules for Supprefling it, 
84, 85, 86. We are very prone to it, 92. 11 
| It may be without III Nature, 341. and muſt be 
Treated in a different way from Moroſeneſs, 342. 

Patience is neceſſary in all Buſineſs, 12, 13. In 
Affliction it helps to eaſe em, 92, 92. and the 
beſt Conduct under the greateſt Oppreſſion, 165. 
and uſeful to bear the Impertinence of Fooliſh 
Diſcourſe, 15 
Play ſhou'd be Fair, to Cheat at it Scandalous, 
againſt Humane and Divine Laws, 31, 32. 

All Pleaſures muſt not be taſted, 224, 5 

Poetry, the End of it is to Inſtruct and Pleaſe, 
182. An Ill Man can't be a compleat good Port, 
183. Inſtances of the Antients and Moderns, 184. 
The ſhort Character of a good Poet, 28x. 

Policy chang'd from what it was of Old, 130. 
But it muſt be join'd with Innocence in our 
whole Lite, 215 e Oe VR 

The Poor ſhou'd be always Modeſt and Humble, 
268. but to Oppreſs em Wicked, 119, 120. 


Poverty if Counterfeited is Scandalous and Wick- 
ed, 296, 297. but Real will make the beſt Man 
ſhrink, 314. and be very carneſt for Relief, 7 16, 
5 | | oe 
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Power not eaſily manag'd ; Moderation in the 
Deſire of it, the way to obtain it, 46. It differs 
from Law and Right, 68, 69, *Tis difficult to 
get, and uneaſie to keep, 108, 109. and if it be 
T1 manag'd it moves Jealouſie and overturns it 

if, | VVV 328, 329. 
1 A Preſervative againſt Fooliſh Love, g 1 , 39. 

Praiſe is a great Motive to Virtue, 121. Grate- 
ful and Beneficial to a Wiſe Man, but dangerous 
a to the Ignorant. Rules how to receive Praiſe 


d with Advantage. r 
ſ _ Praying by Proxy Ridiculous and Inſignificant, 
* formal Hypocriſie, „ 
d Pride reſults from Ignorance and Self Love, 43. 
Is very unlike true Greatneſs, 44. Shews it ſelf by 


Opinion and Conceit, 45. Ambition and an Im- 
moderate love of Praiſe, 46. can't conceal it ſelf, 
47. but looks Haughty and Ridiculous in Dreſs 
and Shew, 48. and is infinitely Odious to God, 49. 


6 Principles that are good are of great Moment 
1 and Concern to a good and Happy Life, 216. 
Projects ſhou'd be ſet on Foot with Caution, 90. 


but Projectors are uſually Blind and Mettleſome, 
229. Rules for them, 5 
Great Promiſes and Falſe Hopes do us Miſchief, 
JC 
Providence ſhou'd be obſerv'd in our Afffiction; 
tis a Comfort to Reflect on it, and Folly ro Mur- 
mur at it, 49, 50. It makes no Man a Knave, 
114. Wiſely conceals what is to come, 135. and 

often diſappoints the beſt Deſigns, 149. But is al- 

ways Free and often Miraculous, 3866. 
Provecation ſhou'd not make us Implacable, 292, 293. 


Varrels ſhou'd be ſuppreſs d in the Beginning, 
33. They are "x ſeldom Honourable, 86. 


N Great Reader not always a Scholar, 247. 
Relations not always Friends, 253. * 
e 9,286 56 hs 


8 
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muſt not be made 2 Burden ta Young People, 1 80 
6 Religion ſhou'd' never be pl ay d with, 324. 
a Falſe One muſt not be Ridicul d, 325, 326. * 8 
True Religion is maſt Excellent in its Nature ani 
Defign, 373. Its Satisſactions are Perfect, and iy 
Rewards the beſt Motive to every Virtue, 54 
nor is.it the warſa becauſe Counterfeited by Hy- 
pocrites, | 375 

Renegades falſe to their Old Friends, 55. de. 
ſpis d Bon that Account, 58. and not belieyd 
when they Rail, 9 

Repentance muſt be perfected by Confeſſion, 199 
Tis the beſt thing next to Innocence, 286, fit 
oves our Weakneſs. and Folly, 287. but Ridicu- 
us to Repent with Murmuring at Providence, 


288, 
T be Reporter is anſwerable for the Abuſes of his 
Reports, . 262, 
Reproof à great Favour, acceptable to a Wiſ 
ug and he that gives it a Friend, 145 15. but 


Unfeaſonable ſometimes, 71, bet 
Refignatiow to Providence very Beneficial, an» iſ a 
ſecures Happineſs, 237, 28 ll 


EKeſalution neceſſary in Poverty and Trouble, 40 
Retaliation Impracticable and Dangerous, 293, 294, 
Revenge Odious, Miſchievous and Unprofitable. 

82, 83,84. Tormenting, Diſhonourable, Wicked 
and Baſe 85, 86, 87, 9 364 and Ruins then 


ML 
chat purſue it, 29% N 
Riches Unfatisfying, —_— GC 


omg and Navels Dangaron, - . 13% 


Nm, upon Marriage Seandalow and Impious, 


737 77 
Saving at Home and Extravagance Abroad N 
N icul ous, | 


"Seaſen and Opportunity. muſt bo obſer d nd 


the 


A Secret beſt kep by our 9 5 144 
- Scandal: 
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 $condal beſt voided by Neglect 


a Security rarely the Fault of a Wiſe Man, 179, 180, 
1 Scruples ſhou'd nat be Publiſh d, e 4 317. 
I Secret Scandal worſethan Qpen, B 261 
0 Servants ſhou d be well us d, 145. both by the Law of Na- 
t ture and Intereſt, HE. 4 ; 2 0 | I 7, 148. 

b A meer Scheler Ridiculous, 242. becauſe given to Affectation 
4 and to deſpiſe Plain Senſe, e 285. 
. © Shame naturally follows Ill AQtions, | 124 
. Silence better than a Lame Defence, „ 
Silon's Wiſe Law about Factions, >, 47, 5G 
5 A Stateſman's Character and Practice, 130, 131. 
0 Succeſt feldom ſatisfes, 378. Tis a reaſonable Incoutage- 


ment, but ſhou'd not draw us too far, 379. 


Suretiſhip very Dangerous, 7, 8. but ſometimes a neceſſary 
a&t of Charity, 9. Good however to be afraid of it, and if 


I catch'd, get off as cheap 35 we can 10, 11. 
Us | Surmiſes Scandalous, no Man can eſcape em, but every Man 
x, of Virtue ought to deſpiſe m. 259, 40. 
8. Suſpicions Injurious to out Neighbour, and Wicked, 21. We 
: ſhou'd not Incourage it in Others, not give any Occaſion of 
2 Suſpicion of our Selves, * e 
ile N our Table Decorum ſhou'd be obſery'd as much as any 
Mit L thing. Rules for it, | : ;; 0 $08, 40%. 

| Talk ſhou'd be manag'd with Care and Reſpe& to Company; 
11, better ſpeak too little than too much, 96, 97. To Talk too 
ING much, tho well, is Ridiculous, 144. 


A Tatler fit for nothing but a Tool, 145. Is Injurious and Hurt- 
ful, 146. Tatling and Tale bearing Miſchievour, 177. The Fol'y 


" and Hypocrifie of it deſcrib'd, 178, 179. 
94 Our firſt Thoughts apt to miſſead us, 1 370. 
ple, Time Incomprehenſible by Philoſophy, 380. But ics Moral 
Led and Civil Uſe and Improvement of vaſt Moment, 38 1. Ouc 


Paſſions make it ſeem Long or Short, 382. The Value of it 


en mult be judg'd by the Uſe, for it never ſticks on Hand, 383. 
9} No Pleaſures equal to a Juſt Improvement of Time, except thoſe - 
35 Tmidity and Cowardice, Troubleſome and Fooliſh, 195. 


Tricking Diſreputable and Dangerous, 132. Little Tricks 
turn upon their Inyentors, 291, 292. and can do no Body 


Jus, any Good, . 36H 
74 Trifles ſhou'd always be ſlighted, never diſturb us, 297. 
Rr Truth ſhou'd be Sacred and always in Eſteem, 109. 
,90 Nanny mult be Conquas d by * well as Power, 77. 


Vanity the Natural V £ Women, b d * 
1. %% tne Natural Vice of Women, but very dangerous to 
ched Honour and Reputation, 193, 19 „ 
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— very N ing to the Humane Wee 0 100 
Nice may appear in a fine Dreſs and cover its Enariniy with 
Pretences, 281. Oppoſite Vices cauſe a Struggle nd | Confuſion, | 
and produce very odd Effects in Life, 's 258, 259 
No Vindication bettet than a Bad One, : | e, 
Virtue conſiſts in Principles and Action, or Prattice, 367 
Viſits, if roo frequent, deſtroy Friendſhip and Love, 160, 
169, 170. and ſometimes ruin a Family, 201% 
Our own Underſtanding muſt . always be diſtruſted, * ; 


W Agers not al 28 Lawfal, and muſt either be Avoided 
or cautiouſly Manag'd, e 96, 
- War ſometimes the Effect of Fraud and Deſign more — 
Neceſſity or True Hopour, | 

4 Wicked Man has no Security, Vengeance will reach — 

a 123, 124. 
wenden,, Scandalous and Dangerous to Converſation, 177. 
Pine don't infuſe vicious Inclinations, but provokes Deſte, 

removes our Guard, 18. Is abus d by Exceſs, not enjoy'd by 


the Drunkard. 19. 
iſaom beſt learn'd by other People's Folly, „ 
A Wiſe Man may be Cheated, e 
Be Wiſe as Serpents, how underſtood, Did. 
_ Wiſhing Fooliſh, Fruitleſs, Wicked and Inſatiable, 105, 106, 
Vain, Injurious and Ridiculous, 8 log, 110. 


A Woman known: by her Countenance, Air, Mien, Geſture 
and Action; 115. If Modeſt and Prudent, rarely attack d by 
a Lewd Man, 116. Women but III Treated by ſome Proverbi; 
The Reaſon of it, 193. 
A Woman ſhou'd never endure a Man that Flatters Her, 194. 
Rules how to avoid the Temptation of Men's Flattery, 195, 
A Woman that maintains her Husband is apt to Inſult and 


Deſpiſe him, — 172.4 
Women ſhiou d be a little Indulg'd i in | Ornament and Dreſs, | 
5 55.01) 
| Fine Words aden cover Il my gns, enn 209% 
Outh ſhou'd be ſhewn the World but by Degrees 5 under] 
Rules, and a great deal of 8 : Ne | 
2. if Falfe often ruins the Zeal, 19550 6 „ 
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